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PURPOSE
This document is designed to assist Louisiana educators in understanding the Innovative Assessment Program (IAP) field test for Grade 5. There are
two curriculum/assessment choices in the Grade 5 Innovative Field Test: the LEAP ELA Guidebooks Assessment and the LEAP ELA Wit &
WisdomⓇAssessment.

Introduction: Why introduce a new type of assessment?
For many years, the English Language Arts (ELA) assessments taken by students in grades 3-12 across the United States have been of a similar
design: they provide excerpts of texts drawn from a wide variety of sources, which students are then required to analyze.
ELA teachers work extremely hard to dive deeply into unit texts with their students, but many also devote valuable instructional time to teaching
skills in isolation—believing that by doing so they will better prepare their students for statewide assessments and help their students become
better readers. However, there is no strong research to suggest that focusing on such skills exclusively makes students better prepared, either as
readers or test takers.
Rather, the more knowledge about the world through history, geography, literature, the sciences, and the arts that students possess, the better they
tend to do when analyzing texts they haven’t seen before. Why? Because every text is about something in particular, and thus requires background
knowledge to be better understood. This is one reason why students who have been exposed to many cultural experiences and a variety of texts
and multi-media often perform better on skills-based ELA assessments; it is not because they may be better at “finding the main idea,” but because
they are far more likely to know the subject matter assumed in any given text. In short, the achievement gap is actually a knowledge gap: students
who know more are stronger readers.
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The goal of English Language Arts is for all students to read, understand, and express understanding of complex, grade-level texts. Through
reading and understanding a variety of fiction and nonfiction texts, students will gain insights into many aspects of our world and have an
opportunity to explore human nature and identity. To ensure that all students are able to reach this goal, a teacher must help students build the
knowledge and skills necessary to become independent readers and writers and support students throughout the instructional process by using
high-quality instructional materials, either the ELA Guidebooks or Great Mind’s Wit & Wisdom.Ⓡ

ASSESSMENT DESIGN
The Grade 5 Innovative Field Test includes end-of-unit (Guidebooks) or end-of-module (Wit & WisdomⓇ) assessments administered in three
windows during the year (Fall, Winter, Spring).
Each assessment is focused on the texts and topics of a particular ELA Guidebook unit or Wit & WisdomⓇ module and introduces related text(s)
allowing students to apply their knowledge. For the Grade 5 ELA Guidebooks assessments, two Guidebooks units will be assessed in Window 1 and
Window 2, with participating schools choosing one unit for each window; for Window 3, the same unit will be assessed. For the Grade 5 Wit &
WisdomⓇassessments, the module assessed in each window is the same for all participating students.
Each end-of-unit/module assessment has two sections.


The first section draws upon the unit texts students have read and encourages teachers to ensure that students master the
language and essential ideas of the texts they study in each unit/module. Additionally, students are introduced to new text(s)
that are topically or thematically related to the unit/module. The new text(s) may be either fiction (e.g., short stories, novel
and drama excerpts, poems) or nonfiction (e.g., informational texts from across the disciplines of science, history, and the
arts), depending on the unit/module to which the section is linked. Students answer selected-response questions that ask
them to reflect on excerpts of the unit/module texts as well as the new readings and their connection to the unit/module
topic or theme.



The second section consists of a writing task that requires students to use the knowledge they have built from their readings
in the ELA Guidebook unit or Wit & WisdomⓇ module and the new text(s) in Section 1 of the assessment in order to analyze
and synthesize concepts presented in those readings. Knowing that the writing task assumes knowledge of the materials in
each unit/module strongly encourages teachers and students to view the unit/module readings as providing cumulative
knowledge.
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Design of Grade 5 Field Test
Test
Section

Focus of Section

Number/Type
of Items

1

Reading comprehension of excerpts from the
unit/module texts and a new text related to the
content of the unit/module to show
understanding and application of key knowledge
and skills taught in the unit/module

11 SR

2

Reading comprehension and written expression
to show understanding and synthesis of key
knowledge they have built in the unit/module
using information from unit/module text(s) and
the new text

1 Writing Task

Assessable ELA Student Standards

Testing Time

RL/RI standards; vocabulary standards R.4,
L.4, L.5

45 minutes

RL/RI standards, Writing standards 1, 2, 3, 4,
and 9, and Language standards 1, 2, and 3

60 minutes

SR: Selected-Response—include two-part items (EBSR), as well as multiple-choice, multiple-select, and technology-enhanced items
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TEST ADMINISTRATION
Administration Schedule
The testing windows and the units/module administered during each window are in the table below. The school or district test coordinator will
communicate the testing schedule. All LEAP ELA Guidebooks Assessments and LEAP ELA Wit & WisdomⓇ Assessments are timed. No additional time
is permitted, except for students who have a documented extended time accommodation (e.g., an IEP).
Window 1
(October 17 - October 28, 2022)

Window 2
(January 23 - February 3, 2023)

Window 3
(April 25 - May 26, 2023)

LEAP ELA Guidebooks
Assessment: Grade 5
Field Test

The Birchbark House
or
The Making of a Scientist

Wonderstruck
or
The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe

Shutting Out the Sky

LEAP Wit & WisdomⓇ
Assessment: Grade 5
Field Test

Module 1: Cultures in Conflict

Module 2: Word Play

Module 3:
A War Between Us

Assessment
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Scheduling Requirements for Computer-Based Testing
Computer-based testing allows school systems some flexibility in scheduling. However, to reduce incidences of testing irregularities, school systems
must do the following:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Test students across the school at or very close to the same time.
Complete makeup testing for students immediately upon their return.
Limit student interaction during breaks between test sections.
Isolate students who have not completed testing for the day (e.g., students with extended time accommodation).
Prevent interaction between groups of students taking the same tests at different times within a testing day.
Require the completion of a section once it is opened (i.e., limiting the reopening of test sections).
Administer test sections in the correct order (i.e., Section 1 followed by Section 2).
Administer test sections 1 and 2 on the same day.

Online Tools Training
All students should work through the Online Tools Training (OTT) to practice using the tools so that they are well prepared to navigate the
online testing system. The OTT can be accessed at https://adamexam.com/tester by using one of the two codes: OTTELA, for students
without a Text-to-Speech (TTS) accommodation, or OTTELATTS, for students with a TTS accommodation.

Permitted Testing Materials
Students will only be permitted to have school-issued scratch paper and pencils. No other materials are allowed. Students will not be permitted to
use copies of unit/module texts, dictionaries, or thesauruses during the assessment.
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Item Types
Descriptions of the various item types on the assessments follow:
●

Multiple Choice (MC): Students select the correct response from among four answer choices. The MC items are worth one point and
students cannot earn partial credit.

●

Multiple Select (MS): This item type is a one-part item that asks students to choose two correct answers. The MS items are worth two
points, and students can earn partial credit (1 point).

●

Evidence-Based Selected Response (EBSR): This item type consists of two parts; part A asks students to show their understanding of a
text, and part B asks students to identify evidence to support that understanding. The EBSR items are worth two points, and students can
earn partial credit (1 point) if they answer only part A correctly. Students do not receive any credit if they answer only part B correctly.

●

Technology Enhanced (TE): This item type uses technology to capture student comprehension of texts. Each TE item is worth two points,
and students can earn partial credit (1 point). For a summary of the different kinds of TE items and where to find examples of each type,
refer to LEAP 2025 Technology-Enhanced Item Types. To practice responding to a TE item, see the Online Tools Training.

●

Writing Task: This item type appears in Section 2 and asks students to create an extended and complete written response showing their
understanding and synthesis of the key knowledge of the unit/module texts and the new text(s) in section 1. See the Writing Task rubrics
on the next few pages for information on the different types of writing and the dimensions assessed.
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SCORING RUBRICS
Grade 5 Writing Task Rubric (Analysis of Literary and Informational Texts)
Construct
Measured

Score Point 4
The student response

Reading
Comprehension
and
Written
Expression

Score Point 3
The student response

Score Point 2
The student response

Score Point 1

Score Point 0

The student response

The student response

● demonstrates full
comprehension of ideas
stated explicitly and/or
inferentially by providing an
accurate analysis;

● demonstrates
comprehension of ideas
stated explicitly and/or
inferentially by providing a
mostly accurate analysis;

● demonstrates basic
comprehension of ideas
stated explicitly and/or
inferentially by providing a
generally accurate analysis;

● demonstrates limited
comprehension of
ideas by providing a
minimally accurate
analysis;

● demonstrates no
comprehension of
ideas by providing
an inaccurate or no
analysis;

● addresses the prompt and
provides effective
development of the topic
that is consistently
appropriate to the task,
purpose, and audience;

● addresses the prompt and
provides mostly effective
development of the topic that
is appropriate to the task,
purpose, and audience;

● addresses the prompt and
provides some development
of the topic that is somewhat
appropriate to the task,
purpose, and audience;

● is undeveloped
and/or inappropriate
to the task, purpose,
and audience;

● uses mostly clear reasoning
supported by references to
ideas and information from the
unit/module and a new text to
develop the claim or topic

● uses some reasoning and

● addresses the prompt
and provides minimal
development of the
topic that is limited in
its appropriateness to
the task, purpose, and
audience;

● uses clear reasoning
supported by relevant
references to ideas and
information from the
unit/module and a new
text to develop the claim
or topic;
● is effectively organized
with clear and coherent
writing;

● is organized with mostly
clear and coherent writing;
● uses language that is mostly
effective to clarify ideas.

● uses language effectively to
clarify ideas.
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references to ideas and
information from the
unit/module and a new text
to develop the claim or
topic;
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organization with somewhat
coherent writing;
● uses language to express
ideas with some clarity.
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● uses limited reasoning
and references to ideas
and information from
the unit/module and a
new text to develop the
claim or topic;
● demonstrates limited
organization and
coherence;
● uses language to
express ideas with
limited clarity.

● includes little to no
references to ideas
and information
from the
unit/module and a
new text
● lacks
organization and
coherence;
● does not use
language to
express ideas with
clarity.
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Knowledge
of
Language
and
Conventions

The student response
● demonstrates full command
of the conventions of
standard English at an
appropriate level of
complexity.
● There may be a few minor
errors in mechanics,
grammar, and usage, but
meaning is clear.
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The student response
● demonstrates limited
command of the
conventions of
standard English at an
appropriate level of
complexity.
● There may be errors
in mechanics,
grammar, and usage
that often impede
understanding.

The student response
● does not
demonstrate
command of the
conventions of
standard English at the
appropriate level of
complexity.
● Frequent and varied
errors in mechanics,
grammar, and usage
impede
understanding.
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Grade 5 Writing Task Rubric (Narrative Writing)
Construct
Measured

Written
Expression

Score Point 3
The student response
● is effectively developed with
narrative elements and is
consistently appropriate to the
task;
● is effectively organized with
clear and coherent writing;
● uses language effectively to clarify
ideas.

Knowledge of
Language and
Conventions

The student response
● demonstrates full command of
the conventions of standard
English at an appropriate level of
complexity.
● There may be a few minor
errors in mechanics, grammar,
and usage, but meaning is clear.

Score Point 2

Score Point 1

The student response
● is developed with some narrative
elements and is generally
appropriate to the task;
● is organized with mostly coherent
writing;
● uses language that is mostly
effective to clarify ideas.
The student response
● demonstrates some command of
the conventions of standard
English at an appropriate level of
complexity.
● There may be errors in
mechanics, grammar, and usage
that occasionally impede
understanding, but the meaning
is generally clear.

The student response
● is minimally developed with few
narrative elements and is limited
in its appropriateness to the
task;
● demonstrates limited
organization and coherence;

Score Point 0
The student response
● is undeveloped and/or
inappropriate to the task;
● lacks organization and coherence;
● does not use language to express
ideas with clarity.

● uses language to express ideas
with limited clarity.
The student response
● demonstrates limited command
of the conventions of standard
English at an appropriate level of
complexity.
● There may be errors in
mechanics, grammar, and usage
that often impede
understanding.

The student response
● does not demonstrate command
of the conventions of standard
English at the appropriate level of
complexity.
● Frequent and varied errors in
mechanics, grammar, and usage
impede understanding.

NOTES:
● The reading dimension is not scored for elicited narrative stories.
● Per the Louisiana Student Standards, narrative elements in grades 3-5 may include establishing a situation; organizing a logical event sequence; describing scenes,
objects, or people; developing characters’ personalities; and using dialogue as appropriate.
● The elements of organization to be assessed are expressed in the grade-level standards W1-W3.
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SAMPLE TEST ITEMS
This section includes samples of the different item types students might encounter on the assessment.

Sample Multiple-Choice Item:
Read the sentence from paragraph 1.
“By that time, many of our great Negro League players were past their prime.”
Based on the information in paragraph 1, what does the phrase past their prime mean as it is used in the sentence?
A. no longer part of the group
B. no longer willing to work hard
C. no longer performing at their best
D. no longer interested in the game
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Sample Evidence-Based Selected Response (EBSR) Item:
PART A
What is the main point the author makes in this excerpt?
A. how important Jackie Robinson's contributions to baseball were
B. that Jackie Robinson found it hard to play in the major leagues
C. that Jackie Robinson played well because of his age
D. how luck played a role in Jackie Robinson's success
PART B
Choose the quote from the excerpt that best supports the correct answer in Part A.
A. “The owners were looking for somebody young.”
B. “We thought Monte would have been the first to go, or maybe Larry Doby. But they chose Jackie Robinson...”
C. “But the most amazing thing of all was that he did it under all that pressure.”
D. “And most important, Jackie cleared the way for the rest of us to play in the majors....”
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Sample Technology-Enhanced Item:
Jonas and Jonas’s father each view release differently. Match each adjective to the character’s view it best describes. Drag and drop two responses
into each box. Each response can be used only once.

How Jonas Views Release

normal
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The excerpt that follows is an example of a possible unit- or module-related text that would be included in the assessment.
Now you will read "Hank Aaron: A Baseball Hero" and answer SIX questions.
Be sure to do the following:
●

First read the entire text.

●

Then refer to the text as you answer each question.

●

Follow the directions carefully and answer the questions completely.

Read the following passage about Hank Aaron, a black baseball player, who broke the home run record of Babe Ruth, a white player.

Hank Aaron: A Baseball Hero
by Vicki Hambleton
1

On Monday night, April 8, 1974, Henry Louis Aaron, known as Hank, rounded the bases at Atlanta's Fulton County Stadium, and "ran" into the
history books when he hit his 715th career home run. Aaron had done the unthinkable—he had broken the record set by the legendary baseball
giant Babe Ruth.

2

The famous hit came with Aaron's second time at bat. He faced pitcher Al Downing of the Los Angeles Dodgers, and connected with the ball on
his first swing. A crowd of 53,775 fans, and thousands more in front of televisions across the country, roared as the 40-year-old player ran
toward home. As he passed third base, a few fans tried to run onto the field to congratulate the new home-run king. His fellow players gathered
at home plate. But the first person to reach Aaron was not a teammate; it was his father, Herbert Aaron, Sr., who grabbed his son and hugged
him.

3

Hank Aaron had come a long way from his boyhood in Mobile, Alabama, where he grew up one of eight children. For a short time in his career,
he was the highest-paid player in the game with a salary in 1972 of $200,000 a year. Today, Aaron is still the home-run king, though even he
admits that it will not be long before someone breaks the record. But he said of his career at the time he broke the Babe's record: "I have never
gone out on a ballfield and given less than my level best. When I hit it tonight, all I thought about was that I wanted to touch the bases."

4

Recently Aaron talked about his career and the sport of baseball.
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5

Did you always want to play baseball?

6

Oh, yes, it was something I always wanted. It is the only thing I have ever known.

7

When you were growing up, who were your heroes?

8

Well, of course, my biggest hero was Jackie Robinson, who was the first African American to break the color barrier. I was about 13 at the time,
and that had a big effect on me. My other hero was Stan Musial.

9

Did you play baseball in school?

10

No, I couldn't because my high school didn't have a baseball team. I played football instead. But I really wanted to play baseball, so I started to
play with a semi-pro team, the Mobile Black Bears.

11

You began your professional career with the Negro Leagues, didn't you?

12

Yes, I did; I played for the Indianapolis Clowns. I was hired for $200 a month and I got $2 a day meal money.

13

Was it hard to make the transition from the Negro Leagues to the major leagues?

14

It wasn't as tough a transition as I thought it might be. I think the thing that was the hardest was the fact that the competition was a lot better
than when I played in the Negro Leagues because of it being organized ball. I saw a lot more competition on a daily basis.

15

It was a tough time when you were getting closer to breaking Babe Ruth's record. You wrote in your autobiography, "It should have been the
most enjoyable time in my life, and instead... I was living like an outcast in my own country." You received death threats and had to have
bodyguards. What kept you going?

16

Well, it was tough. But I couldn't let a few crazy people, who were strictly against me simply because of the color of my skin, stop me. I had to
go out and do what I could do best, and that was to play baseball.

17

When people think about you and your career, they think of you as the home-run king, the man who broke Babe Ruth's record. Is there anything
else you want to be remembered for?
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18

I think I would like to be thought of as a more complete player than just for home runs. Yes, I did hit a lot of home runs, but I did other things
on the baseball field that helped my team win games. I had a long career, and I am very proud of the fact that I kept myself in excellent shape
throughout my career, and that helped me keep playing.

19

Baseball is a different game today. Is it a fair game now, or are there still barriers to opportunities, in terms of race?

20

There are a lot of things in baseball that can still be corrected. Minorities have not yet gotten a fair shake from top to bottom: On the field, yes,
there are even opportunities, but in the front office, in management jobs, no, it is still not equal. There are a lot of things that still could be
better.

21

If you had a son, would you encourage him to pursue a career in baseball?

22

Sure, baseball is a wonderful career for anybody, black, green, purple, but I would also encourage kids, no matter how good they are, to
continue their education, too. Get an education first. Professional sports are tough, because so much of your time you are traveling and away
from your family. You have to have a strong family behind you, especially your wife; she has to be a mother and a father, a doctor, lawyer,
teacher. She has to do all those things because the father is gone so much.

23

Are baseball players good role models for kids?

24

Some of them are, some are not. But I don't think we should look at them as role models. Because you never know what happens behind closed
doors. It's great to admire the contribution a player makes on the field, but you need to remember that doesn't necessarily mean that he is a
great person, too.

Vicki Hambleton, Cobblestone, © by Carus Publishing Company. Reproduced with permission. All Cricket Media material is copyrighted by Carus Publishing Company,
d/b/a Cricket Media, and/or various authors and illustrators. Any commercial use or distribution of material without permission is strictly prohibited.
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Sample Multiple Select (MS) Item:
According to the article, what are two main reasons (besides talent) for Hank Aaron's successful career?
A. His family provided much financial support.
B. He benefited from many lucky circumstances.
C. He was inspired by the examples of other athletes.
D. His early career decisions were made mainly by adults.
E. He was guided by a strong desire to always do his best.
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Sample Technology-Enhanced Item:
Complete the table below by indicating how the careers of Hank Aaron and Jackie Robinson were similar and how they were different.
Was the first Negro
League player to play
in the major leagues
Faced racial
discrimination
Believed strong family
support was
important to an
athlete

—>
—>

—>

A. Hank Aaron
B. Jackie Robinson
C. Both
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Sample Writing Task for Grade 5 Wit and WisdomⓇ Field Test:
You will now respond to a writing prompt based on what you learned in the Breaking Barriers module and what you read in "Hank Aaron: A
Baseball Hero."
In a well-constructed essay, explain the types of barriers faced by Hank Aaron, Jackie Robinson, or other athletes discussed in the Breaking
Barriers module and how they overcame those barriers. Support your response with relevant ideas and information you gained from “Hank
Aaron: A Baseball Hero" and from any module text.
When responding to the prompt, be sure to do the following:
●

Respond to all parts of the prompt.

●

Organize and fully develop your ideas with thoughtful analysis.

●

Include relevant information from the texts.

●

Identify the texts you are referencing.

●

Use correct grammar, punctuation, and spelling.
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Sample Writing Task for Grade 5 ELA Guidebooks Field Test:
You will now respond to a writing prompt based on what you learned during the unit and from the new text(s) you read in the assessment.
When responding to the prompt, be sure to do the following:


Organize and fully develop your ideas with thoughtful analysis.



Include relevant information from the texts.



Identify the texts you are referencing.



Use correct grammar, punctuation, and spelling.

The texts in the Shutting Out the Sky unit and in "Hank Aaron: A Baseball Hero" share information about people who have overcome barriers.
Write a well-developed essay explaining the types of barriers faced by people you have read about and how they overcame those barriers.
Support your explanation with ideas and information from "Hank Aaron: A Baseball Hero" and from one of the unit texts listed below:


Shutting Out the Sky by Deborah Hopkinson



Letters from Rifka by Karen Hesse



Excerpts from Seedfolks by Paul Fleischman
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RESOURCES
K-12 ELA Resources Library
● Louisiana Student Standards in ELA: offers comprehensive information about interpreting and implementing the standards
● K-12 ELA Planning Resources: guides for planning and implementing quality ELA instruction, which include a variety of instructional
strategies
● ELA Guidebooks: a whole-class curriculum made by teachers for teachers that ensures all students can read, understand, and express
their understanding of complex, grade-level texts
● Overview of Wit & WisdomⓇ: provides an introduction to the English curriculum and links to additional information to explore the
program more deeply
● English Learners Library: contains a collection of resources for supporting English Learners

ADAM (Online Testing System)
● Online Tools Training: students practice using the online tools so that they are well prepared to navigate the online testing system
● Accessibility Tools: provides descriptions of accessibility features in the online testing platform

Contact Us
● assessment@la.gov for assessment questions
● classroomsupporttoolbox@la.gov for curriculum and instruction questions
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