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Strong Start 2020: Focus Groups and Surveys

Strong Start 2020 Focus Groups
Purpose
To better understand the experiences stakeholders are having as schools are reopening.

Focus Groups
•
•
•

The first pilot sessions will take place on November 19 and 20 with the remainder starting the week after
Thanksgiving and running for a two-week period.
Emails will be sent out with a link to register.
Results will be summarized, confidential, and will be shared with BESE in January.

Surveys
•
•
•

•

School systems will be surveyed as a follow-up to the August survey.
The surveys will focus on same themes and priorities.
Surveys will also be sent to parents, teachers, and school leaders to get a statewide picture of how things are
going, what lessons have been learned, and what needs to be done to improve the process and outcomes
Surveys will begin to roll out soon.
Please contact LDOEcommunications@la.gov with questions.
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Strong Start 2020 Focus Groups
If you want your voice to be heard as a stakeholder or representative of a particular point-ofview, this is your chance to provide input. A combination of both focus groups and broad
surveys of stakeholders is the best way to ensure comprehensive feedback. Your voice
matters!
To register, click on the link for the type of stakeholder you will represent in the focus group:
●
●
●
●

School System Leaders
School Leaders
Teachers
Parents
Please contact LDOEcommunications@la.gov with questions.
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KEA and K-3 Screeners

KEA and K-3 Screening
NEW DATE Due November 18
Deadline for data managers to submit the KEA and K-3 literacy screener data with the SIS K-3
Assessment Collection.
Fall Checkpoint Early Childhood TS GOLD. Visit the Early Childhood (pre-K) Assessment Guidance for
Various Learning Environments for additional information.

Due November 20
Act 688 Survey- districts are required to report the number of students referred for gifted screening
based on their performance of the literacy screener, with the literacy screener being at least one
indicator used in consideration for gifted screening. DTCs and Special Education Coordinators should
work together to submit only one form per district. This data will be reported to BESE.
Exemption Code Caution
LDOE guidance on many occasions, has stated that students who are attending school virtually must still be
included in the KEA and K-3 screeners. These screeners are required by state law and school systems are
not in compliance with law or policy if they do not make a serious effort to screen all of their students.
Please contact Bridgette.Cupstid@la.gov with questions.
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ACT and WorkKeys

ACT Upcoming Dates
Please check the ACT State Testing site for an updated Schedule of Events.
•

November 20: Deadline to submit the ACT MOU and Estimation Worksheet
• It is no longer required to mail the ACT MOU to the LDOE. MOUs are posted in
the Assessment Library. Please complete, sign, scan, and email the MOU and
estimation worksheet to patricia.newman@la.gov or assessment@la.gov.

•

November 2-January 15, 2021: Request ACT-authorized accommodations and/or
supports for eligible examinees through the Test Accessibility and Accommodations
System (TAA)

•

November 2-27: Manage participation in PANext by entering test and shipping
dates, verify secure shipping address, and contact patricia.newman@la.gov with
any contact or address changes. Choose the initial test date, March 9.

Please contact Patricia.Newman@la.gov with questions.
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ACT Upcoming Dates
•

November 2-January 22, 2021: Verify enrollment, submit the Enroll or Un-enroll
student files, if needed. January 22 is the deadline to receive barcode labels

•

December 2: Register for an ACT sponsored Q & A on ACT administration. The
registration link is also used to access the recorded webinar at a later date
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ACT: Spring Testing
What’s Next?
The scores earned in October will be added to all available scores for the students in grade
12. In January, schools and systems will receive the first of two ACT Match/No Match file
releases.

•

The ACT Match list will include all students in grade 12 in 2020-2021 who have a score on
file with the department, including scores from national test site administrations.

•

The ACT No Match list will include all students in grade 12 in 2022-2021, for whom the
department has no score.

•

All students, except students who have taken LEAP Connect assessments, will be required
to have an ACT score by May 2021 for use in the SPS

Please contact Jennifer.Baird@la.gov with questions.
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ELPS and ELPT

ELPS and ELPT
Federal law continues to require that all students who may need additional supports as English learners be
screened within the first 30 days of a student’s initial enrollment. Currently, there is no remote option for
the ELPS. In circumstances where an in-person screening is not possible, the department has issued
Guidance for Provisional Identification of ELs.
To access score reports for incoming students who are transferring from a Louisiana public school:
• Enter the student into TIDE
• View ELPS/ELPT scores using CAI reporting
• Transfers across school systems are managed by the department. To access records for students who
are transferring to your school system from another school system, please contact
bryan.gendron@la.gov or assessment@la.gov.
Schools should not delete EL students from TIDE who are no longer enrolled. Deleting a student prohibits
the receiving school’s ability to access the student’s record.
Please contact Jennifer.Baird@la.gov with questions.
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Exiting Students with Disabilities After Four Years
In 2019, BESE approved a change that substantially limits the exit of students with
disabilities from EL services and ELPT testing after four years.
The only students who are eligible for exit after four years are students whose disability
substantially limits the ability to acquire language of any kind in any language. This policy
does not permit exit determination on the limited acquisition of the English language alone.
•

The IEP should support the decision to exit a student whose disability substantially
limits the ability to acquire language.

•

In some cases, an exemption from a domain may be possible instead of removing
students entirely.

Please contact Jennifer.Baird@la.gov with questions.
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Access to TIDE for ELPS and ELPT
The ELPT TIDE Portal is used to administer ELPS and ELPT testing. District test coordinators are given
access to this system if the contact is updated on the School System Contact Form. A number of
resources are available to test coordinators in the portal.
•

•
•

Online Tools Training (OTT) helps users
become familiar with the system, its functionality,
and item types.
ELPS and ELPT User Guides helps users navigate
the test delivery system and understand how to
manage tests and students in the system.
Webinars and Trainings are modules designed to
support the user as they manage tests and students;
set permissions for users.

For additional ELPT information, contact assessment@la.gov or bridget.harris@la.gov
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LEAP Connect

LEAP Connect IEP Determination
In order for students to be eligible to take the LEAP Connect assessment, a current IEP must
include data used to determine the eligibility and meet all other qualifying components.
Policy requires that this determination should be completed no later than 30 days prior to
the opening of the state’s testing window, which is February 1, 2021.
Students should be identified as eligible for LEAP Connect no later than January 2, 2021.

Please contact Jennifer.Baird@la.gov with questions.
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LEAP Connect Practice Test
A new LEAP Connect practice test is now available in DRC INSIGHT.
•

Students with significant cognitive disabilities in grades 3 through high school may take
the LEAP Connect practice tests to help prepare them for the assessments administered
in the spring. The practice tests allow students and test administrators to do the
following:
• become familiar with the testing format
• practice using the online tools for computer-based tests and interacting with the
secure testing platform
• respond to some of the types of questions they may find on the LEAP Connect test
• practice using the Directions for Practice Test Administration (test administrators)
and the reference materials

Please contact assessment@la.gov with questions.
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LEAP Connect Practice Test Resources
The LEAP Connect Practice Test Quick Start Guide is now available in the assessment
library.
•

Teacher access information for the assessments available

•

Links to the DRC user guide, which provides information for setting up sessions,
directions for administration and preparation of reference materials as allowable

•

Information about the availability of reports: student and test session response maps
and data file

LEAP Connect Practice Test directions, reference materials, and answer keys can be found
in the practice tests library.
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LEAP 2025

Fall High School Testing: Covid-19 Flexibilities
School systems that selected the December testing window will not be permitted to test
during January in order to provide a fair and equitable testing opportunity for all students in
our state. In an effort to provide as much time as possible to test in fall, the department will:
•

Assist school systems with the use of weekend days as testing days
• School systems should send a request to assessment@la.gov as soon as possible so
that the testing staff can coordinate weekend testing with DRC.

•

With the assistance of DRC, the department is now providing two additional days, January
27 and 28 for all school systems to use for makeup testing. Use of these two days will
require prior notice to the department and is only for students with legitimate excuses for
being unable to test in the normal window.

•

A quarantine accountability code is not needed in fall since no zeros will be applied until
spring testing is completed. The department is working to create a documentation process
for students who will not be able to test any days of the testing window in the spring due
to quarantine.
Please contact jennifer.baird@la.gov with questions.

21

Fall High School Testing: Covid-19 Flexibilities, cont.
To provide additional flexibility in testing during the pandemic, the department will:
•

Review and approve individual and small group testing for students in the event that
families are concerned about exposure to Covid.

•

Review and approve requests for testing at alternate sites for testing when there is a
substantial need and thorough documentation.

School systems must submit the Permission to Test in Alternate Environment form with
details for instances where a student does not have individual or small group on an IEP, IAP,
or EL checklist or where there is a need for off-site testing.
Please submit the form to assessment@la.gov prior to test administration.
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Fall High School Administration
Testing Schedules
Testing schedules for schools that will administer the LEAP 2025 high school assessments in January are due
to assessment@la.gov by December 1. Test schedules for December windows are past due.
Requests for testing after hours (late evening or night) in December must be received by Wednesday,
November 17.
Voids and Testing Irregularities
Voids and testing irregularities should be reported at the end of each testing week.
If there is an irregularity during a testing session, students should remain in the testing room until after the
irregularity has been reported to the department.
Preparing Rooms
Please be sure that all room arrangements will provide for the possibility of a test monitor.
Please contact bryan.gendron@la.gov with questions.
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LEAP 2025 High School Assessments
Graduation Requirements
Assessment waivers for graduating seniors ended on August 31, 2020. All seniors who did
not graduate (with verified graduation date on transcript) by August 31 will be required to
meet original testing requirements unless they qualify for the Covid exemption below.
The Covid exemption, approved by BESE in June, removes the subject test requirement for
a student:
• who earned the high school assessment-eligible course credit in the spring of 2020 and
has never taken the subject assessment for the course in a prior administration.
The exemption applies to a single subject and not to the pair. Each subject in a pair must
be evaluated separately.

Please contact jennifer.baird@la.gov with questions.
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Test Security: Preparing for Administration
Prior to administration of any state assessment district test coordinators are required to train school test coordinators
in test security as well as any school system-level staff that may be participating in test administration or monitoring.
School test coordinators are required to train school-level staff (e.g., test administrators, proctors, monitors).
Resources available for test security training include:
• Test Coordinator and Administrator Manuals and
• Test Security Training for Schools.
Next steps for district test coordinators:
• Access Test Security Training for Schools.
• Schedule school test coordinator and school system staff test security trainings.
• Provide test security training to school test coordinators and school system staff.
• Support school test coordinators in scheduling and providing training to school staff.
• Plan for school system active monitoring test administration.
• Submit online assessment schedules to assessment@la.gov.
• Fall LEAP 2025 test schedules should be emailed to assessment@la.gov by November 1st.

Please contact bryan.gendron@la.gov with questions.
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Testing Irregularities: Definition and Reporting
Definition:
A testing irregularity is any incident in test handling or administration that leads to a question regarding the security of
the test or the accuracy of the test data.
Process for reporting:
•
•

All testing irregularities must be reported in writing to the School Test Coordinator, who must then send the
written reports to the District Test Coordinator.
School systems may only send the following information to the department
•
Louisiana Secure ID
•
First letter of first name
•
First three letters of last name
•
Birth date only (excluding birth month and birth year)t Administrat
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Secure Materials: Definition and Procedures
Definition:
Test materials that contain administration test items or student responses and to which access is restricted
Secure test materials include:
• student test booklets
• student answer documents
• student log-in information
• any other materials containing test items or student responses (e.g., scratch paper)
Processes to ensure the proper accounting of materials:
• Check in and check out procedures that include counting of materials
• Procedures for distribution, collection, disposal of materials such as scratch paper
• Appropriate training of all involved in assessment administration
• Monitoring of processes during administration to ensure maintained security
Please contact bryan.gendron@la.gov with questions.
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Accountability

CIR and UIR in 2021 and 2022
Louisiana was granted a waiver of assessment and accountability requirements in 2020. As part of the waiver, the USDE
required that the state carry over all schools previously identified as Comprehensive Intervention Required (CIR) and
Urgent Intervention Required (UIR) into 2020-2021. For new CIR identifications in 2021, the department will recommend
to BESE and the USDE the following:

•

For the 2020-2021 (2021 SPS) school year only, a school that does not have the “comprehensive intervention
required” label shall not receive the “comprehensive intervention required” label unless the following criteria are
met:
• the school has earned a “D” or “F” letter grade for 2017-2018 (2018 SPS), 2018-2019 (2019 SPS), and 20202021 (2021 SPS), or for 2018-2019 (2019 SPS) and 2020-2021 (2021 SPS) for a new school, or the school earned
a cohort graduation rate less than 67 percent in the most recent school year, AND
• the school system has notified the LDE that it wishes to receive the label

•

For the 2021-2022 (2022 SPS) school year only, letter grades from the 2018-2019 (2019 SPS), 2020-2021 (2021 SPS),
and 2021-2022 (SPS) shall be considered for determining if a school has earned a “D” or “F” letter grade for three
consecutive years (or two years for a new school).

•

A school that has been labeled “On Track to Exit” by the LDE for the “comprehensive intervention required” label
may exit the label based on 2020-2021 (2021 SPS) results.
Please contact jennifer.baird@la.gov with questions.
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CIR and UIR in 2021 and 2022
A school that does not have the “urgent intervention required” label for a particular subgroup shall not receive the
“urgent intervention required” label for that subgroup unless the following criteria are met:

•

the school has earned a subgroup performance score equivalent to an “F” letter grade for that subgroup in 20182019 (2019 SPS) and 2020-2021 (2021 SPS), AND

•

the school system has notified the LDE that it wishes to receive the label.

A school that does not have the “urgent intervention required” label for excessive out of school discipline shall not
receive the “urgent intervention required” label unless the following criteria are met:

•

the school has excessive out-of-school suspension rates more than double the most recent national average for the
school type for the 2017-2018 (2018 SPS), 2018-2019 (2019 SPS), and 2020-2021 (2021 SPS) school years, AND

•
•

the school system has notified the LDE that it wishes to receive the label.

•

For the 2021-2022 (2022 SPS) school year only, the “urgent intervention required” label for excessive out-of-school
discipline shall be based on data from the 2018-2019 (2019 SPS), 2020-2021 (2021 SPS), and 2021-2022 (2022 SPS)
school years.

A school that has been labeled “On Track to Exit” by the LDE for an “urgent intervention required” label may exit
the label based on 2020-2021 (2021 SPS) results.

Please contact jennifer.baird@la.gov with questions.
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NAEP

NAEP 2021
•

All schools selected for participation in the 2021 administration of NAEP have been notified
by email from Rebecca Frederick.

•

January 25 and March 19, 2021: Testing window has been extended 2 weeks to
accommodate the variation in school schedules.

•

District test coordinators were copied on notifications and should help schools prepare for
the assessment.
• Review the School Coordinator Responsibilities: A Guide to MyNAEP that was emailed
to all schools selected for NAEP
• Remind principals that they must designate a NAEP school coordinator to service as
the liaison for all NAEP activities
• Encourage designated school coordinators to access the MyNAEP site
(www.mynaep.com), and register with the ID number they received in the emailed
notification

•

For questions, contact rebecca.frederick@la.gov
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Call Summary

Office Hours Schedule
There will be no Office Hours on Tuesday, November 24, so we will connect with you again
on Tuesday, December 1. We hope you have a wonderful, well-deserved holiday break.
Thank you for everything you do!
Jennifer
Bridget H
Bridgette C
Trish
Bryan
Barbara
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Call Summary
Month
November

December

Key Deadlines
• Complete test setup and assignment of TA numbers for fall
high school administration
• Finalize trainings for test admin and test security
• Verify accommodations for fall high school
• Refer to ACT schedule of events
• Administer LEAP 360 interim assessments
• Selected schools complete NAEP requirements
• Access LEAP Connect Practice Test resources
• There will be no office hours on Tuesday, November 24;
next Office Hours will be Tuesday, December 1 at 3:45

Support and Resources
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

2020-2021 School System Support Calendar
Educator Resource Guide
School System Planning Resources
2020-2021 Assessment Calendar
KEA and K-3 Literacy Screener Guidance for Various
Learning Environments
Guidance for Provisional Identification of Els
Assessment@la.gov
LEAP Practice Test Resources

• Fall high school administration opens for first window
• Complete LEAP Connect eligibility and accommodation
plans by January 1
• Prep for ELPT and LEAP Connect testing by accessing
webinars, OTTs
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