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ZONE SELECTION COMMITTEE PROCEDURES

The system leader appoints members to the school system or diocesan selection committees to select
nominees. The Zone Selection Committee is composed of three to five members per grade level. The function of
these committees is to apply established criteria to select a nominee to represent your school system.

All committees are to include equitable representation from various ethnic and racial groups, composed of a
combination of the following stakeholders:

e grade level appropriate teacher

e professional school counselor

e school or central o ce administrator

e community member

e career/technical instructor or supervisor (only grade 12)

e postsecondary personnel

SCHOOL SYSTEM AND ZONE SELECTION PROCEDURES

All school systems and nonpublic schools, will submit their nomination forms and portfolios to the Zone
Coordinator of the BESE district representing the school site of the nominee. See for more
information.

e Aschool site will submit nominations to their school system coordinator. A school system will then select a
nominee using the established criteria and rubrics. The zone nomination form and portfolio will be submitted
to one of the Zone Selection Committees as determined by the BESE District of the nominee’s school site.

« Nonpublic and charter Zone Selection Committees will each submit two nominees per grade level and
the public school system Zone Selection Committee will submit four nominees to the Regional Selection
Committee Coordinator for the BESE district representing the school site of the nominee.

* Inthe event of a tie, a committee should reach a consensus to determine nominees and finalists.
Committees may meet virtually or in person. It is highly recommended that committees conduct interviews
and review writing samples at the school system level since these are components of the regional and state-
level programs.

REGIONAL AND STATE SELECTION PROCEDURES

The Regional and State Selection committees will be composed of at least five members, composed of the
combination of the stakeholders listed above. The following process is to be used:

1. Each regional grade level selection committee chairperson (See ) submits one nomination to the
State Student of the Year Coordinator.

2. The State Selection Committee Chairperson notifies the regional nominees and their respective school
system coordinator on a confidential basis a few days in advance of the public announcement. These
notifications will occur in time for families to finalize their arrangements for the final phase of the
selection process.

3. The State Student Selection Committee reviews the applications, evaluates the writing samples and
interviews the nominees dates.

4. The State Student Selection Committee names one Student of the Year in each category.

AWARDS

All regional nominees and their parents, system leader and principal; the State Superintendent of Education;
Louisiana Board of Elementary and Secondary Education members; Legislative Educational Committee
members; and news media are invited to attend the Students of the Year Awards Ceremony, which is
traditionally held in Baton Rouge. Awards are presented to the twenty-four (24) regional finalists and to the
three (3) State Students of the Year.

Note: The State Student Selection Committee may organize a virtual ceremony if a health or other crisis
prevents groups from gathering for an in-person event.



STUDENT ELIGIBILITY
AND APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS

STUDENT ELIGIBILITY FOR PARTICIPATION

At minimum, Students of the Year nominees should have a cumulative grade point average of 3.1 on a four-
point scale based on the grades listed below. The grade point average is calculated on semester grades in the
following fashion:

e Grade 5 nominees: GPA in grades 2, 3, 4 and the first grading period or semester of grade 5
e Grade 8 nominees: GPA in grades 5, 6, 7 and the first grading period or semester of grade 8
e Grade 12 nominees: GPA in grades 9, 10, 11 and the first grading period or semester of grade 12

Once nominees have been selected, the school should support the student(s) during the application process.
A school representative will forward the completed application portfolios to the School System-level Selection
Coordinator. Grade point average is determined using the final grade for each completed course annually.

Note: The LDOE recommends that school systems give nominees an opportunity to interview with a
selection committee prior to submitting their application to the Zone or Regional Selection Committees.

STUDENT PORTFOLIOS

SCHOOL SYSTEM-LEVEL SUBMISSIONS

The nominee’s application portfolio is the basis for the selection process throughout the local, regional and state
levels. As such, the School System-level Selection Committee should ensure that nominee’s portfolios include all
required application materials without exceeding 25 hard copy pages or 52 electronic pages, including the front
and back cover. The application includes the following:

¢, LDOE application form

¢, Academic records

¢, Autobiographical sketch

¢ Leadership, service, citizenship and awards forms
¢ Additional artifacts

Each of these components is explained in and

WRITING SAMPLES

In addition to the autobiographical sketch students include in their application portfolios, each finalist will write
a short essay as part of the regional and state application process. The state coordinator will issue the writing
topics to the school systems with nominees. Committee members consider content as well as mechanics as they
review student writing. See for evaluation criteria.



APPENDIX A: DISTRICT ASSIGNMENT GUIDANCE

Nomination forms and portfolios will be sent to the zone coordinator corresponding to the BESE District for the
school site of the nominee as well as the type of school system (public, nonpublic or charter). Each zone will have
three student selection committees: one for public, one for nonpublic and one for charter, with grade levels
having separate committees.

Traditional public school systems may submit one public school nominee and one charter school nominee.
Charter school management organizations may submit one nominee corresponding to the Charter Zone
Selection committee for the BESE District of the school site of the nominee).

REGIONAL ASSIGNMENTS

(All assignments are based on the public, nonpublic or charter school site of the nominee.)

Region 1-District 1-James Garvey
(Archdiocese of New Orleans, Je erson, Orleans, St. Bernard, St. Charles, St. John, St. Tammany, Washington)

Region 2-District 2-Kira Orange Jones
(Archdiocese of New Orleans, Assumption, Diocese of Baton Rouge, Je erson, Orleans, St. Charles, St. James, St. John)

Region 3-District 3-Sandy Holloway

(Diocese of Baton Rouge, Diocese of Houma-Thibodaux, Diocese of Lafayette, Iberia, Iberville, Je erson,
Lafourche, Lafayette, Plaquemine, Pointe Coupee, St. Bernard, St. Landry, St. Martin, St. Mary, Terrebonne)

Region 4-District 4-Michael Melerine

(Bienville, Bossier, Caddo, Desoto, Diocese of Alexandria, Diocese of Shreveport, Louisiana School for Math,
Science and the Arts, Natchitoches, Red River, Sabine, Vernon, Webster, Winn)

Region 5-District 5-Ashley Ellis

(Caldwell, Catahoula, City of Monroe, Claiborne, Concordia, Diocese of Alexandria, Diocese of Shreveport, East
Carroll, Evangeline, Franklin, Grant, Jackson, LaSalle, Lincoln, Madison, Morehouse, Ouachita, Rapides, Red
River, Richland, Tensas, Union, West Carroll)

Region 6-District 6-Ronnie Morris

(Archdiocese of New Orleans, Diocese of Alexandria, East Carroll, Evangeline, Franklin, Grant, Jackson, LaSalle,
Lincoln, LSU Laboratory School, Madison, Morehouse, Ouachita, Rapides, Red River, Richland, Southern
University Laboratory School, Tensas, Union, West Carroll)

Region 7-District 7-Dr. Holly Bo vy

(Acadia, Allen, Beauregard, Calcasieu, Cameron, Diocese of Alexandria, Diocese of Lafayette, Diocese of Lake
Charles, Evangeline, Iberia, Je erson Davis, Lafayette, St. Landry, St. Martin, St. Mary, Vermillion)

Region 8-District 8-Preston Castille

(Ascension, Avoyelles, Central Community Schools, City of Baker, Diocese of Alexandria, Diocese of Baton Rouge,
East Baton Rouge, East Feliciana, Iberville, Pointe Coupee, Southern University Laboratory School, St. Helena, St.
Landry, West Baton Rouge, Zachary)


















Type required information into each field of this form and include it in the application portfolio.

1. Attach the following:

a. A photocopy of the academic and attendance record, report cards and/or high school transcripts reflecting
academic performance in previous years--including the first semester grades of the current grade level; scores for
all required statewide or nonpublic school annual assessments taken prior to the current school year; scores for
any regional and national tests (AP, CLEP, ACT, PSAT, SAT, IBCs); TOPS-aligned dual enrolilment coursework; TOPS/
TOPS Tech eligibility status; Industry-Based Credentials certifications; work-based experience documentation;
associate degree coursework/status; other pertinent artifacts that document academic and CTE accomplishments.
If scores are not available, please indicate the reason

b. An autobiographical sketch, according to the guidelines

c. Electronic current school photograph or similar kind of print

d. Signatures of the parent/guardian and nominee

2. Submit the completed application portfolio to the local student Selection Committee.

SCHOOL SITE BESE REPRESENTATIVE:

BESE REGION NUMBER:

TYPE OF SCHOOL:

APPLICANT’S NAME: (First Middle Last)

GRADE: (5, 8, or 12)

HOME ADDRESS:

CITY:

STATE: Louisiana

ZIP:

PARENT/GUARDIAN NAME(S):

HOME PHONE:

PARENT CELL PHONE:

PARENT WORK PHONE:

PARENT EMAIL:

SCHOOL NAME:

PRINCIPAL'S NAME:

PRINCIPAL'S EMAIL:

SCHOOL MAILING ADDRESS:

SCHOOL PHONE:

CITY:

STATE: Louisiana

ZIP:

SCHOOL SYSTEM:

SCHOOL SYSTEM SUPERINTENDENT/CEO NAME:

PARENT OR GUARDIAN’S STATEMENT: In accordance with La. R.S. 17:3914 (Louisiana Student Privacy Act), | hereby grant
permission for my child to participate in the Louisiana Students of the Year Awards Program. | further authorize access and
use of any school records and demographic information necessary for this competition and the subsequent press release
information about this competition concerning my child to the universities and to the news media.

PARENT OR GUARDIAN’S NAME TYPED:

PARENT OR GUARDIAN’S SIGNATURE:

STUDENT’S STATEMENT: | certify that the information on this application is correct and that all work submitted by me

during this competition is indeed mine.

DATE:

APPLICANT’S SIGNATURE:

f—
—




LEADERSHIP: List all elected or appointed leadership positions held in the school and community. Only those
positions in which you were directly responsible for directing or motivating others should be included (e.g.
elected student body, class or organization o cer [BETA, NHS, FFA, Skills USA, JAG, FBLA, FCA, Drama, etc.],

committee chairperson, team captain, community leader, etc.).

All students must complete this section, if applicable.

SCHOOL ORGANIZATION

LEADERSHIP POSITION YEAR ACTIVITY OR ORGANIZATION
EXTRA-CURRICULAR

LEADERSHIP POSITION YEAR ACTIVITY OR ORGANIZATION

COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP POSITION YEAR ACTIVITY OR ORGANIZATION

12



ACTIVITIES/SERVICE/CITIZENSHIP: List all activities in which you have participated that demonstrate a
contribution to the school, church or community: for example, Boy or Girl Scouts, work-based leadership, internship
or experience, volunteer groups, school organizations, library or clerical volunteer without credit, peer model or
leader in a substance abuse prevention program, clubs, teams, musical groups, etc., beginning with the most

recent.

SCHOOL-BASED
ACTIVITIES/ORGANIZATIONS

YEAR

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENT

13



EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

YEAR

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENT




EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

YEAR

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENT

15




RECOGNITIONS AND AWARDS: List below any honors or recognitions that you have received to support your
application for Student of the Year, beginning with the most recent.

SCHOOL RECOGNITIONS/

HONORS/AWARDS YEAR ACTIVITY/ORGANIZATION




ACADEMIC COMPETITION/AWARDS

YEAR

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENT

17



COMMUNITY RECOGNITIONS/
HONORS/AWARDS

YEAR

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENT

18
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