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Agenda + Logistics

If you are experiencing audio difficulties, 
please make sure that your speakers are 
on and that your volume is at a suitable 
level.

Given the number of participants, this 
call will be in the “listen only” mode. 
Please type questions into the chat box 
as we go along. 

Dial in by phone: 1-646-876-9923
Meeting ID: 94853297095#



General Guidance for Students with Disabilities
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Continuous Learning for All Students 

Earlier this month, the Department released a suite of tools to 

support school systems in planning for continuous learning. 

This toolkit includes the following resources:

• Louisiana Continuous Education Toolkit: Guidance and 

Tools

• Louisiana Continuous Education Toolkit: Academic 

Resources

• Louisiana Continuous Education Toolkit: Staffing

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/covid-19-resources/louisiana-continuous-education-toolkit---guidance-and-tools.pdf
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/covid-19-resources/academic-resources-for-school-systems.pdf
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/covid-19-resources/louisiana-continuous-education-toolkit---staffing.pdf
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Continuous Learning for Students with Disabilities 

Earlier this month, the Department released a suite of tools to 

support school systems in planning for continuous learning of 

students with disabilities. This toolkit includes the following 

resources:

• Accessibility of Instructional Materials
• Accommodations
• Staffing Guidance
• Direct Services
• Family Toolbox
• Special Education Compliance

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/covid-19-resources/continuous-education-for-students-with-disabilities---accessibility-of-instructional-materials.pdf
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/covid-19-resources/continuous-education-for-students-with-disabilities---accommodations.pdf
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/covid-19-resources/continuous-education-for-students-with-disabilities---staffing-guidance.pdf?sfvrsn=a40e9b1f_6
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/covid-19-resources/continuous-education-for-students-with-disabilities---direct-services.pdf?sfvrsn=db0e9b1f_8
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/covid-19-resources/family-toolbox-ways-to-support-students-with-disabilities-during-school-closures.pdf?sfvrsn=a61e9b1f_4
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/covid-19-resources/idea-timelines-and-documentation-during-extended-school-closures.pdf?sfvrsn=390c9b1f_4
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Continuous Learning for Students with Disabilities
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Continuous Learning for Students with Disabilities



Continuous Education 

for Students with Significant Cognitive Disabilities
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Continuous Learning 
for Students with Significant Cognitive Disabilities

As part of the Continuous Education Toolkit: Guidance and 

Tools resource, the Continuous Learning for Students with 

Significant Cognitive Disabilities document assists special 

education teachers in:

• Identifying resources

• Planning instruction

• Delivering lessons and monitoring progress

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/covid-19-resources/louisiana-continuous-education-toolkit---guidance-and-tools.pdf
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.louisianabelieves.com%2Fdocs%2Fdefault-source%2Fcovid-19-resources%2Fcontinuous-education-for-students-with-significant-cognitive-disabilities--supporting-guidance-for-special-educators.pdf%3Fsfvrsn%3Dce539b1f_4
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Step 1:  Identifying Resources

When students with significant cognitive disabilities shift 

from full-day, intensive instruction in brick-and-mortar 

classrooms to remote settings for learning, special 

education teachers must 

• prioritize specific aspects of their own roles, 

• determine instructional models appropriate for each 

student, and 

• build home-specific instructional programs.



Collegiate Academies: Step 1



Collegiate Academies: Step 1
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Step 2:  Planning Instruction

With a clear sense of the resources needed for impactful 

learning, the special education teacher should lead the IEP 

team in planning for context-specific instruction and 

support. The basics of effective planning remain the same in 

a continuous education environment:

• Use the current curriculum

• Align to IEP goals

• Plan backwards

• Ensure coherent lesson objectives, assessments, and 

activities



Collegiate Academies: Step 2



Collegiate Academies: Step 2
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Step 3:  Delivering Lessons and Monitoring Progress

Special educators should select delivery methods 

appropriate to the home environment and ensure ways for 

monitoring progress and providing feedback on student 

learning. This portion of the guidance document addresses

• student materials,

• lesson delivery, and

• progress monitoring and feedback.



Collegiate Academies: Step 3



Collegiate Academies: Step 3



Implications for Practice
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Access and Achievement

During school closure, special education teachers should ensure students with significant 

cognitive disabilities have equitable access and opportunity to achieve to the extent possible.

Hindering Factor Access and Achievement

No computer/ wifi in the home Smartphones, printed packets

Overly burdensome to families Plan accordingly with available resources

AT for communication unavailable Doorstep delivery, use resources in home

Student attention short and sporadic Create high engagement micro lessons

Student needs are too complex Verify, then compensate
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Crowdsourcing

Special education teachers should ensure students with significant cognitive disabilities have 
equitable access to learning and can achieve at high levels. Based on your participation in 
this webinar, we have accumulated your best practices during this time of school closure.  
You can find them here.  Additional resources include:

• Continuous Learning for Students with Significant Cognitive Disabilities - Louisiana 

Department of Education

• Supplemental Learning resources - Collegiate Academies, Louisiana

• Supports for Students with Significant Cognitive Disabilities - Arkansas 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fI7aARNLcr5XhD24S_7r44gmPkHs66zFlijN1fGV8L0/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/covid-19-resources/continuous-education-for-students-with-significant-cognitive-disabilities--supporting-guidance-for-special-educators.pdf?sfvrsn=ce539b1f_4
https://sites.google.com/collegiateacademies.org/ca-covid-19resources/supplemental-learning
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sYFOoqtmXfwtqvWBhhf2KvjCFnQu_zXcl8IjfPZq2p8/edit#bookmark=id.slra1psrxpbh
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Upcoming Events

• 2020-2021: Applications for Teachers of SWSCD on Friday, May 8th

• ELA Guidebook Companion Resources 

• Essential Elements Cards for ELA 

• Essential Elements Cards for Math 

• Teacher Leader Summit afternoon session on Monday, June 8th (Session A014)

• Questions?  Email us at specialeducation@la.gov or Kelly.McClure@la.gov.

mailto:specialeducation@la.gov
mailto:Kelly.McClure@la.gov
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