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Louisiana educators engaged in a professional review of the state’s academic standards for English language arts (ELA) and mathematics to ensure they continue to maintain
strong expectations for teaching and learning aligned with college and workplace demands. The new ELA and math standards will be effective beginning with the 2016-2017
school year. As part of the Louisiana Department of Education’s support for a seamless transition to these new standards, the LDOE identified the major changes of the

standards and their potential impact upon criteria used to review instructional materials.
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This English Language Arts review has been examined for the following changes in alignment resulting from the Louisiana Student Standards Review:

e Materials do not contain references to specific authors and texts
e Include citing relevant textual evidence beginning in grade 6
e Include an awareness of audience when making speeches and delivering presentations

This review remains a Tier 2 rating. As a result of these changes, the following chart identifies the potential impact on specific elements in the current review. The LDOE
recommends that district curriculum staff, principals, and teachers take these findings into consideration when using these instructional materials.

Criteria
Quality of Texts
(Non-Negotiable)

Currently in the Rubric
This program currently is reviewed as “Yes” for this criteria because the
texts are quality texts and worth reading. The series is designed to
develop fundamental skills such as using textual evidence and close
reading. Texts are selected and presented in a way that also imparts
knowledge while building skill.

Next Steps for Educators
Make sure to review texts in these materials for quality since references to
specific texts and Appendix B are no longer included in the standards.

Text-Dependent
Questions
(Non-Negotiable)

This program currently is reviewed as “Yes” for these criteria because
the model questions in these lessons are dependent on the texts from
the units. The Units provide model text questioning sequence along
with text specific questions to illustrate the process. Module
Performance Tasks generate a close reading and analysis of paired texts.

Make sure to revise questions and tasks to require students to cite relevant
textual evidence to support their ideas beginning in grade 6.

Speaking and

The program currently is reviewed as “No” for these criteria for grade 9

Since these materials received a “No” for this indicator for grade 9, the

Listening because there are few activities that incorporate students to engage current weakness will likely remain and should be addressed by adjusting or

effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations by expressing | supplementing with stronger programs.
well-supported ideas clearly and probing ideas under discussion by
building on others’ ideas.
The program is currently reviewed as “Yes” for these criteria for grades Make sure to revise speaking and presentation tasks and rubrics to include
11-12 because materials direct students to collaborate with peers and adapting speech to various audiences for grades 11 —12.
engage in conversations directly related to the text under scrutiny.
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The goal for ELA students is that they can read and understand grade-level texts independently, as
demonstrated through writing and speaking about those texts. A strong ELA classroom is structured with the
below components.
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Title: English Language Arts Grade: 9-12

Copyright: 2013

Publisher: Engage New York

Overall Rating: Tier Il, Approaching quality

Tier |, Tier Il, Tier Il elements of this review:

Grade 9

STRONG WEAK

Complexity of Texts (Non-Negotiable)

Assessment

Quality of Texts (Non-Negotiable)

Writing to Sources

Range and Volume of Texts

Speaking and Listening

Text-Dependent Questions (Non-Negotiable)

Language

Scaffolding and Support

Grades 11-12 Developing Core Proficiency Series

STRONG

WEAK

Complexity of Texts (Non-Negotiable)

Scaffolding and Support

Quality of Texts (Non-Negotiable)

Range and Volume of Texts

Text-Dependent Questions (Non-Negotiable)

Assessment

Writing to Sources

Speaking and Listening

Each set of submitted materials was evaluated for alignment with the standards beginning with a review of the indicators
for the non-negotiable criteria. If those criteria were met, a review of the other criteria ensued.

Tier 1 ratings received a “Yes” for all Criteria 1-10.

Tier 2 ratings received a “Yes” for all non-negotiable criteria (Foundational Skills (as applicable), Complexity of Texts,
Quality of Texts, and Text-Dependent Questions), but at least one “No” for the remaining criteria.

Tier 3 ratings received a “No” for at least one of the non-negotiable criteria.

Click below for complete grade-level reviews:

Grade 9 (Tier 2)
Grade 11-12 (Tier 2)



http://www.louisianabelieves.com/academics/2013-2014-math-and-english-language-arts-instructional-materials-review/curricular-resources-annotated-reviews
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The goal for ELA students is that they can read and understand grade-level texts independently, as demonstrated
through writing and speaking about those texts. A strong ELA classroom is structured with the below components.
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Title: English Language Arts Modules 1 and 2 Grade: 9
Publisher: Engage New York Copyright: 2013

Overall Rating: Tier Il, Approaching quality

Tier |, Tier I, Tier lll elements of this review:

STRONG WEAK
Complexity of Texts (Non-Negotiable) Assessment
Quality of Texts (Non-Negotiable) Writing to Sources
Range and Volume of Texts Speaking and Listening
Text-Dependent Questions (Non-Negotiable) Language
Scaffolding and Support

To evaluate each set of submitted materials for alignment with the standards, begin by reviewing Column 2 for the non-
negotiable criteria. If there is a “Yes” for all required indicators in Column 2, then the materials receive a “Yes” in
Column 1. If there is a “No” for any required indicators in Column 2, then the materials receive a “No” in Column 1.
(Note: If materials do not represent a full curricula, then some of Criteria 1-10 may not apply.)

Tier 1 ratings receive a “Yes” in Column 1 for Criteria 1-10.

Tier 2 ratings receive a “Yes” in Column 1 for all non-negotiable criteria (Foundational Skills (as applicable), Complexity
of Texts, Quality of Texts, and Text-Dependent Questions), but at least one “No” in Column 1 for the remaining criteria.
Tier 3 ratings receive a “No” in Column 1 for at least one of the non-negotiable criteria.


http://www.louisianabelieves.com/academics/2013-2014-math-and-english-language-arts-instructional-materials-review/curricular-resources-annotated-reviews
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MEETS
CRITERIA INDICATORS OF SUPERIOR QUALITY METRICS JUSTIFICATION/ COMMENTS
(Y/N)
l.
Tier 1 and 2 Non-Negotiable REQUIRED Yes The quantitative measures and qualitative
1. COMPLEXITY OF TEXTS: 1a) Materials provide texts that fall within grade-level et e peston toets fall
Materials present a progression .Of complexity bands, indicating that quantitative measures within the grade-level complexity band (e.g., one
complex texts as stated by Reading and qualitative analysis® were used in selection of anchor text is 1130L;, another, Oedipus the King,
Standard 10". q o is an Appendix B exemplar; two authors used,
texts. Poetry and drama are analyzed only using qualitative Edgar Allan Poe and Emily Dickenson, are also
. Yes No measures. found in Appendix B for 9™ grade).
REQUIRED Yes Some of the texts align with the complexity
1b) Texts for each grade band align with the complexity _rjq“t'_rf‘?";e”ts forthl's gr?de baonz,a‘”d :;anlg,are_

Q 2 2 q ldentitied as exempilars (e.g., Uedipus the King 1s
reqU|rerT.1ents outlined in the étand.ards and v.wth the in Appendix B exemplar; The Tell-Tale Heart is in
complexity of exemplars provided in Appendices A and B. the grades 6-8 text complexity exemplars and also

used as a sample anchor text for grade 8 with
Louisiana Dept. of Education).
REQUIRED Yes Texts increase in complexity as material progress
1c) Texts increase in complexity as materials progress across across gfr_af_e ba”d;.(e'gf" the Unit twote;f‘phacs'_s
on non-Tiction reading frrom an excerpt /rue Crime
grade bands. Read-aloud texts foIIoYV thfe same trenq, ' paired with New York Times Review from Liaquat
although they may have greater variability because listening Ahamed’s novel, How Bernard Madoff Did It.
skills in elementary school generally outpace reading skills
Tier 1 and 2 Non-NegotiabIe REQUIRED Yes The texts are quality texts and worth reading
2. QUALITY OF TEXTS: 2a) 90% of texts are worth reading in the particular grade (i.e., (e_'g"l Romtio Ia“‘?' J“O:'?t' Ote‘:;p)us Rex are classics
. . . a 2 Q widely-anthologized Ttor stu .
Texts are of sufficient scope and quality | serve an instructional purpose); they are content rich and well Y € Y
to provide text-centered and integrated | crafted, representing the quality of writing that is produced by
learning that is sequenced and authorities in the discipline and include texts from
scaffolded to advance students toward history/social studies, science, technical subjects, and the arts.

! Grades 3-12 Example: Texts present vocabulary, syntax, text structures, levels of meaning/purpose similar to exemplars in Appendices A and B
% The process for determining quantitative and qualitative measures is described in the Supplement to Appendix A. Grade band conversions for quantitative measures are determined using the
chart on page 4 of the document. A description of the criteria for analyzing the qualitative features of the text is located on pages 4-6 of the document.



http://www.corestandards.org/assets/E0813_Appendix_A_New_Research_on_Text_Complexity.pdf

MEETS
METRICS

(Y/N)

CRITERIA INDICATORS OF SUPERIOR QUALITY

JUSTIFICATION/ COMMENTS

independent reading of grade level texts | REQUIRED Yes Much time is devoted to on reading and writing.
and build content knowledge (ELA, 2b) Materials provide a sequence or collection of texts that Although speaking and listening is addressed
social studies, science and technical build knowledge systematically through reading, writing, it:rsc;;gcri}itcu;:;gnndriI:t:trateg'es' ftis not included
subjects, and the arts). The quality of listening and speaking about topics or ideas under study. .
texts is high—they support multiple REQUIRED Yes Within the sequence of texts, there are specific
readings for various purposes and 2c¢) Within a sequence or collection of texts, specific anchor itgzast;?:jcz:ij fc;ri::‘(;?:/l:tlhri?:sizngaZ?:Szgciisv?trizs
exhibit exceptional craft and thought texts of grade-level complexity are selected for multiple, with answers ;;d differentiation guidefprovided
and/or provide useful information. careful readings. in the teacher edition.
2d) Nearly all texts are previously published rather than Yes Nearly all texts are previously published rather
. Yes No “commissioned.” than commissioned (e.g., Shakespeare’s, Romeo
and Juliet, Plato’s Apology and | felt a funeral in
my brain, by Emily Dickinson).
3. RANGE AND VOLUME OF TEXTS: REQUIRED Yes Although individual modules vary in percentages,
Materials reflect the distribution of text | 3a) In grades K-12, ELA materials seek a balance in t”;i::gi'; ;f:gfybtﬂjtzcébg“"dﬁﬁ”;%i;‘iﬁgg;‘in
types and genres suggested by the instructional time between 50% literature/ 50% informational the use of fictional texts, 'U'r;it 2 reflects a 50/50
standards: Text types and genres texts. balance, while Unit 3 is focused on informational
generally reflect the definitions provided texts).
on page 31 (grades K-5) and page 57
.(grades 6._12) of the standards and REQUIRED Yes There are four different mediums represented in
included in the text of the standards 3b) Materials include texts of different formats (e.g., print and this unit: art, film, audio and print. A 1996 film
(e.g., RL.2.9, RL.9-10.6, RI.7.7, or RI.11- L .. . version of Romeo and Juliet is also in the unit.
12.9) non-print, including film, art, music, charts, etc.) and lengths.
- 3c) Materials include many informational texts with an Yes Materials provide texts that are examples of
. Yes No informational text structure rather than a narrative structure; literary nonfiction such as Animals in Translation:
. . . . Using the Mysteries of Autism to Decode Animal
grades 6-12 include literary nonfiction. Behavior and examples of informational text
structure such as Monkeys Can Perform Mental
Addition.
3d) Additional materials increase the opportunity for regular, Yes There are minimal additional materials available.

accountable independent reading of texts that appeal to
students’ interests to build reading stamina, confidence,
motivation, and enjoyment and connect to classroom
concepts or topics to develop knowledge.



http://www.corestandards.org/assets/CCSSI_ELA%20Standards.pdf
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/2/9
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/9-10/6
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http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/11-12/9
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/11-12/9

MEETS

CRITERIA INDICATORS OF SUPERIOR QUALITY ";'s}':lc)s JUSTIFICATION/ COMMENTS
Il. Foundational Skills (grades 3-5 only)
Tier 1 and 2 Non-Negotiable* REQUIRED N/A
4. FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS: 43) Materials demand knowledge of grade-level phonic
Materials provide instruction and patterns and word analysis skills.
diagnostic support in concepts of print, REQUIRED N/A
phonics, vocabulary, development, 4b) Materials encourage students to use context to confirm or
syntax, and fluency in a logical and self-correct word recognition and understanding, directing
transparent progression. These students to reread purposefully to acquire accurate meaning.
foundational skills are necessary and REQUIRED N/A
central components of an effective, 4c) Materials provide instruction and practice in word study,
comprehensive reading program including systematic examination of grade-level morphology,
designed to develop proficient readers decoding of multisyllabic words by using syllabication, and
with the capacity to comprehend texts automaticity with grade-level regular and irregular spelling
across a range of types and disciplines. patterns.
REQUIRED N/A
Yes No 4d) Opportunities are frequently built into the materials that
allow for students to achieve reading fluency in oral and silent
*As applicable (e.g., when the scope of reading, that is, to read on-level prose and poetry with
the materials is comprehensive and accuracy, rate appropriate to the text, and expression.
considered a full program) REQUIRED N/A
4e) Materials guide students to read grade-level text with
purpose and understanding.




MEETS
CRITERIA INDICATORS OF SUPERIOR QUALITY Al JUSTIFICATION/ COMMENTS

(Y/N)

I1l. Questions and Tasks

Non-Negotiable 5. TEXT-DEPENDENT REQUIRED Yes The model questions in these lessons are

QUESTIONS: 5a) At least 80% of all questions in the materials are text- dependent on the texts from the units. At least
80% of the questions are dependent on text with

Text-dependent questions and tasks dependent questions; student ideas are expressed through the exception of some lessons in Unit 3 where

reflect the requirements of Reading both written and spoken responses. students explore inquiry questions in research.

Standard 1 by requiring use of textual

evidence in support of meeting other REQUIRED Yes The Units provide_model text qgestionir}g

grade-specific standards. 5b) Coherent sequences of text-dependent questions elicit sequence along with text specific questions to

. . . . illustrate the process. Module Performance

sustained attention to the text and its illustrations (as Tasks generate a close reading and analysis of

. Yes No applicable), its impact (including the building of knowledge), paired texts.

and its connection to other texts.

REQUIRED Yes Questions refer to specifics within the texts and
require students to refer back to specific parts of

5c) Questions include the language of the standards, and ) > b
the text using language such as, cite specific

assess the depth and complexity required by the standards at

details.
each grade-level over time to advance and deepen student
learning. (Note: not every standard must be assessed with
every text.)
5d) Questions and tasks often begin with comprehension of Yes Questions and tasks often begin with

the text before focusing on interpretation or evaluation. comprehension of the text.

5e) Questions support students in unpacking the academic Yes Questions support students in unpacking
language (vocabulary and syntax) prevalent in complex texts academic language.

to determine meaning from texts and in learning new
vocabulary from reading.




MEETS
CRITERIA INDICATORS OF SUPERIOR QUALITY Al JUSTIFICATION/ COMMENTS

(Y/N)

lll. Questions and Tasks
6. ASSESSMENT: REQUIRED No There are daily formative assessments in the
Materials offer assessment 6a) Measurement of progress via assessments should include form of quick writes. However, there is no clear
. . . evidence that they become less scaffolded.
opportunities that genuinely measure gradual release of supporting scaffolds for students to
progress and elicit direct, observable measure their independent abilities.
evidence of the degree to which
students can independently REQUIRED No RubriFs are not included, but they are
demonstrate the assessed grade-specific | 6b) Aligned rubrics or assessment guidelines (such as scoring mentioned.
standards with appropriately complex guides or student work exemplars) are included and provide
text(s). sufficient guidance for interpreting student performance.
REQUIRED Yes There are varied modes of assessments for each
6c) Materials use varied modes of assessment, including a unit.
Yes . No range of pre-, formative, summative and self-assessment
measures.
6d) Materials assess student proficiency using methods that Yes Requirements are evident.
are unbiased and accessible to all students.




MEETS
METRICS

(Y/N)

CRITERIA INDICATORS OF SUPERIOR QUALITY

JUSTIFICATION/ COMMENTS

IV. Scaffolding and Support

7. SCAFFOLDING AND SUPPORT:
Materials provide all students, including
those who read below grade level, with
extensive opportunities and support to
encounter and comprehend grade-level
complex text as required by the
standards.

. Yes No

REQUIRED Yes Pre-reading activities are included with each text,
7a) Pre-reading activities and suggested approaches to teacher in each unit. These activities fall within the 10%
scaffolding are focused and engage students with time fimitation.
understanding the text itself. Pre-reading activities should be
no more than 10% of time devoted to any reading instruction.
REQUIRED Yes The materials are clear and easy to use. Texts do
7b) Materials do not confuse or substitute mastery of not serve as platforms for various strategies.
strategies for full comprehension of text; reading strategies
support comprehension of specific texts and focus on building
knowledge and insight. Texts must not serve as platforms to
practice discrete strategies.
REQUIRED Yes Materials regularly direct teachers to guide
7¢) Materials regularly direct teachers to return to focused students through rereading, discussion and

. . writing (e.g., In the Romeo and Juliet unit,
parts of the text to guide students through rereading, students must read, analyze and cite strong and
discussion and writing about the ideas, events, and thorough evidence of what the text says, plus
information found there. draw inferences from the text).
REQUIRED Yes Materials are easy to use.
7d) The materials are easy to use and cleanly laid out for
students and teachers. Each page of the submission adds to
student learning rather than distracts from it. The reading
selections are centrally located within the materials and
obviously the center of focus.
7e) Appropriate suggestions and materials are provided for No There were minimal suggestions on remediation
supporting varying student needs at the unit and lesson level Strategief to meet the various needs of the
(e.g., alternate teaching approaches, pacing, instructional :22?2522:5:3 the teacher can allow for
delivery options, suggestions for addressing common student
difficulties to meet standards, remediation strategies or
suggestions for supporting texts, suggestions for more
advanced texts for extension, etc.).
7f) The content can be reasonably completed within a regular Yes  [The content can be reasonably completed within a

school year and the pacing of content allows for maximum
student understanding. The materials provide guidance about
the amount of time a task might reasonably take.

regular school year.




MEETS
METRICS

(Y/N)

JUSTIFICATION/ COMMENTS

CRITERIA INDICATORS OF SUPERIOR QUALITY

V. Writing to Sources and Research

8. WRITING TO SOURCES:

The majority of written tasks are text-
dependent and reflect the writing
genres named in the standards.

Yes . No

REQUIRED No IAll written tasks ask for evidence, but there is no

8a) A vast majority of written tasks at all grade levels require synthesis of sources.

students to analyze and synthesize sources, as well as to

present careful analysis, well-defended claims and clear

information, drawing on textual evidence and to support valid

inferences from text.

REQUIRED Yes Writing task vary (e.g., opinion, informative and

8b) Materials include multiple writing tasks aligned to the narrative). Students must cite evidence from the

. .. . . . text in many of the assignments.

three modes of writing (opinion/argumentative, informative,

narrative) as well as blended modes (i.e., analytical writing);

narrative prompts decrease in number and increase in being

based on text(s) as student progress through the grades, e.g.,

narrative description (text-based, chronological writing) rather

than imaginative narratives.

REQUIRED Yes IThe writing opportunities for students vary in

8c) Writing opportunities for students are prominent and length and styles. The teacher can decide if timed

varied in length and time demands (e.g., notes, summaries, WIINg Is necessary.

short-answer responses, formal essays, on-demand and

process writing, etc.).

REQUIRED No The materials allow for reading and writing

8d) Materials build in opportunities for connections and opportunities but don’t allow student planning for
. e . . . . analysis. All of the activities are designed and

alignment between writing, speaking and listening, reading, dictated by the instructor. Students are allowed to

and the language standards. For example, students read a text, share their answers with groups and partners.

work collaboratively to develop a plan for analyzing or

emulating the text, write a response, and then share their

writing with a peer who reviews the writing against using a

peer review checklist.

8e) Materials engage students in many short research projects No  [The materials do not include short research

annually to develop the expertise needed to conduct research
independently.

projects.




CRITERIA

INDICATORS OF SUPERIOR QUALITY

MEETS
METRICS

JUSTIFICATION/ COMMENTS

VI. Speaking and Listening

(Y/N)

9. SPEAKING AND LISTENING:

Oral tasks must be text-dependent and
materials for speaking and listening
must reflect true communication skills
required for college and career
readiness.

Yes . No

REQUIRED Yes The texts meet the complexity requirement
9a) Texts used in speaking and listening questions and tasks because theyt'”d'cjte r?_iei_“h'basled.qua”t'tat";e
. . . . measurements and qualitative analysis were use

must me‘et t‘he criteria for complexity, range, and quality of in text selections and are balanced in terms of the
texts (Criteria 1, 2, and 3). number of fiction and non-fiction texts used.
REQUIRED No Only one unit incorporated these strategies. There
9b) Materials demand that students engage effectively in a are a few activities that incorporate these

f ti d collaborati b . I discussions including jigsaw and fishbowl
range o co.nversa ions and colla ‘ora‘ ions yexprc.essmg‘we - discussions. There simply are not enough.
supported ideas clearly and probing ideas under discussion by
building on others’ ideas.
REQUIRED Yes Students are encouraged through the fishbowl and
9c) Materials build in frequent opportunities for connections igsaw mtithOdS to elaborate and ask questions of

g a g g q one another.

and alignment between speaking and listening, reading,
writing, and the language standards. Examples: Materials build
in frequent opportunities for discussion about texts and,
through directions and modeling, encourage students to use
academic language and grade-appropriate oral language
conventions; materials require students to gather and use
evidence to orally present findings from research.
9d) Materials develop active listening skills, such as taking Yes  [Requirements are evident.

notes on main ideas, asking relevant questions, and
elaborating on remarks of others.




CRITERIA

INDICATORS OF SUPERIOR QUALITY

MEETS
METRICS

JUSTIFICATION/ COMMENTS

VII. Language

(Y/N)

10. LANGUAGE:

Materials must adequately address the
Language standards for the grade,
including through unpacking the
vocabulary and syntax of text(s)

(indicator 5e) as models of language use.

Yes

I

REQUIRED No There is no emphasis on grammar instruction
10a) Materials address the grammar and language evident.
conventions specified by the Language standards at each
grade level and build on those standards that build from
previous grade levels, as indicated by pages 30 and 56 of the
standards.
REQUIRED Yes Materials expect students to confront their own
10b) Materials expect students to confront their own error error in usage and convention. Students self and
a 2 q peer evaluate Wl'ltlng a55|gnments.
patterns in usage and conventions (oral and written) and
correct them.
REQUIRED No There is no evidence that students engage in study
10c) Materials encourage students to examine the language of of the language of texts for the purpose of
texts (vocabulary, sentences, structure) and model their own emulating the writing.
writing after texts they are listening to or reading as a way to
develop more complex sentence structure and language
usage.
REQUIRED Yes Material builds and connects between language
10d) Materials build in frequent opportunities for connections standards, writing, reading and speaking and
. ... listening. Many of the units engage in all of the
and alignment between the language standards, writing, standards.
reading, and speaking and listening. For example, through
directions and modeling, materials encourage students to use
grade-appropriate language conventions when speaking and
writing about texts.
10e) Materials provide real-world activities for student No  [There are minimal real-world activities in the

practice with natural language (e.g. mock interviews,
presentations).

modules.

10
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Tier 1 ratings receive a “Yes” in Column 1 for Criteria 1-10.

Tier 2 ratings receive a “Yes” in Column 1 for all non-negotiable criteria (Foundational Skills (as applicable), Complexity of Texts, Quality of Texts, and Text-
Dependent Questions), but at least one “No” in Column 1 for the remaining criteria.

Tier 3 ratings receive a “No” in Column 1 for at least one of the non-negotiable criteria.

FINAL EVALUATION

Compile the results for Sections I-VII to make a final decision for the material under review.

Section Criteria Y/N Final Justification/Comments
Texts are appropriately complex, indicating quantitative
1. Complexity of Texts (Non-Negotiable) Yes |measures and qualitative analyses were considered in
selection.
I: Text Selection 2. Quality of Texts (Non-Negotiable) Yes [The texts include Appendix B exemplars
3. Range and Volume of Texts Yes There i:s a balance of informational and literary texts across
the series.
II: Foundational Skills 4. Foundational Skills (Non-Negotiable*) N/A
. ti d dent on the texts i hi d
. 5. Text-Dependent Questions (Non-Negotiable) Yes Qu.es lons are dependent on the texts in each fesson an
lll: Text-Dependent Questions and unit.
Tasks There are no rubrics provided and no evidence of removing
6. Assessment No .
scaffolding
. . There are plenty of suggestions for the teacher on how to
IV: Scaffold ds t 7. Scaffold ds t Y ) .
cattolding and suppor cartolding and suppor es support, differentiate, and scaffold these lessons
V: Writing to Sources and Research 8. Writing to Sources No ([There is no research component
VI: Speaking and Listening 9. Speaking and Listening No ([There is not enough emphasis on speaking and listening
VIl: Language 10. Language No [Students are not asked to study the language of the texts.

FINAL DECISION FOR THIS MATERIAL: Tier Il, Approaching quality

*As applicable (e.g., when the scope of the materials is comprehensive and considered a full program)

11
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The goal for ELA students is that they can read and understand grade-level texts independently, as
demonstrated through writing and speaking about those texts. A strong ELA classroom is structured with the
below components.

Small-Group
Reading
s

=K\

Independent Smaill-c.mup
Reading Writing
Title: Engage NY ELA Developing Core Proficiency Series Grade: 11-12
Publisher: Odell Education for New York State Copyright: 2013

Overall Rating: Tier Il, Approaching quality

This resource has been evaluated as a gap-fill set of units designed to instruct students in skills such as research,
close reading, and using textual evidence. These are not curriculum modules; therefore, some of the criteria
cannot be evaluated in the same way as traditional year-long curricula.

Tier |, Tier Il, Tier Ill elements of this review:

STRONG WEAK
Complexity of Texts (Non-Negotiable) Scaffolding and Support
Quality of Texts (Non-Negotiable)
Range and Volume of Texts
Text-Dependent Questions (Non-Negotiable)
Assessment

Writing to Sources

Speaking and Listening

To evaluate each set of submitted materials for alignment with the standards, begin by reviewing Column 2 for
the non-negotiable criteria. If there is a “Yes” for all required indicators in Column 2, then the materials receive a
“Yes” in Column 1. If there is a “No” for any required indicators in Column 2, then the materials receive a “No” in
Column 1. (Note: If materials do not represent a full curricula, then some of Criteria 1-10 may not apply.)

Tier 1 ratings receive a “Yes” in Column 1 for Criteria 1-10.

Tier 2 ratings receive a “Yes” in Column 1 for all non-negotiable criteria (Foundational Skills (as applicable),
Complexity of Texts, Quality of Texts, and Text-Dependent Questions), but at least one “No” in Column 1 for the
remaining criteria.

Tier 3 ratings receive a “No” in Column 1 for at least one of the non-negotiable criteria.
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Instructional Materials Evaluation Tool for Alighment in ELA
MEDUCATION o

louisiana Believes

MEETS
METRICS

(Y/N)

CRITERIA INDICATORS OF SUPERIOR QUALITY

JUSTIFICATION/ COMMENTS

I. Text Selection
Tier 1 and 2 Non-NegotiabIe REQUIRED Yes Quantitative and qualitative measures are used to
1. COMPLEXITY OF TEXTS: 1a) Materials provide texts that fall within grade-level complexity justify text selections (i.e., Lexile).
Materials present a progression of | bands, indicating that quantitative measures and qualitative
complex texts as stated by analysis® were used in selection of texts. Poetry and drama are
Reading Standard 10". analyzed only using qualitative measures.
. Yes No REQUIRED Yes [Texts align with complexity requirements of the
1b) Texts for each grade align with the requirements outlined in the standards and model the complexity of Appendix B
standards and with the complexity of exemplars provided exemplars.
in Appendix B.
REQUIRED Yes [There is an increase in text complexity from the skills-
1c) Texts increase in complexity as materials progress across grade based units in Sth and 10" grades, but since these are
bands. Read-aloud texts follow the same trend, although they may 232:;:2%3:5[;”;5;;ﬁ:plemy does notincrease
have greater variability because listening skills in elementary school
generally outpace reading skills.
Tier 1 and 2 Non-Negotiable REQUIRED Yes All texts are worth reading, and most are US seminal
2. QUALITY OF TEXTS: 2a) 90% of texts are worth reading in the particular grade (i.e., serve gsc::nfgtcsézlrjtchu?j?c:lei:t.:} C:;r::::guntsioonfand
Texts are of sufficient scope and an instructional purpose); they are content rich and well crafted, ampendments. ! P
quality to provide text-centered representing the quality of writing that is produced by authorities in
and integrated learning that is the discipline and include texts from history/social studies, science,
sequenced and scaffolded to technical subjects, and the arts.
advance students toward REQUIRED N/A [The proficiency series does not provide year-long
independent reading of grade 2b) Materials provide a sequence or collection of texts that build curriculum modules. The series is designed to serve
level texts and build content knowledge systematically through reading, writing, listening and iiiagptzilt;];'zsv?gedni\;e;?lzfsgg:rrzzr;tifllgsﬂllltshiuuc;has
knowledge (ELA, social studies, speaking about topics or ideas under study. building knowledge is not the intent oftf.]ese units,

! Grades 3-12 Example: Texts present vocabulary, syntax, text structures, levels of meaning/purpose similar to exemplars in Appendix B.
% The process for determining quantitative and qualitative measures is described in the Supplement to Appendix A. Grade band conversions for quantitative measures are determined using the
chart on page 4 of the document. A description of the criteria for analyzing the qualitative features of the text is located on pages 4-6 of the document.
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MEETS
METRICS

(Y/N)

CRITERIA INDICATORS OF SUPERIOR QUALITY

JUSTIFICATION/ COMMENTS

I. Text Selection

science and technical subjects,
and the arts). The quality of texts
is high—they support multiple
readings for various purposes and

texts worthy of study are selected and presented in a
way that also imparts knowledge while building skill.
Materials provide students the opportunity to

develop a deeper understanding of a topic or theme.

. Yes No

accountable independent reading of texts that appeal to students'
interests to build reading stamina, confidence, motivation, and
enjoyment and connect to classroom concepts or topics to develop
knowledge.

- i REQUIRED Yes Although specific anchor texts are not explicitly
exhibit exceptional Craft and 2¢) Within a sequence or collection of texts, specific anchor texts of |de.?t|f|ed, texts aredgtlvetn multlpli readings as ttheI
thfought and/or provide useful grade-level complexity are selected for multiple, careful readings. ;:‘;mpgogresses’ and texts connect across a centra
information. :

. y N 2d) Nearly all texts are previously published rather than Yes (Al texts are previously published, and many are
es 0 “commissioned.” foundational US documents.
3. RANGE AND VOLUME OF REQUIRED Yes |Although more than 50% of texts are informational
TEXTS: 3a) In grades K-12, ELA materials seek a balance in instructional time (i.e., approximately 85% across all units is
Material flect the distributi bet 509% lit t /SO‘V inf ti | text informational), the series seeks a balance between
aterials reflect the distribution etween 50% literature % informational texts. US seminal documents and literary works indicative
of text types and genres suggested of traditional 11™ American Literature curriculum.
by the standards: Text types and
genres generally reflect the REQUIRED Yes The materials incorporate poetry, multi-media, and
definitions provided on page 31 3b) Materials include texts of different formats (e.g., print and non- art.
(grades K-5) and page 57 (grades print, including film, art, music, charts, etc.) and lengths.
6-12) of the standards and — - - . - - - - — -
. . 3c) Materials include many informational texts with an informational Yes [Thereisa 50/50 mix of narrative informational text
included in the text of the ) ) nd literary nonfiction
text structure rather than a narrative structure; grades 6-12 include Y
standards (e.g., RL.2.9, RL.9- it ficti
10.6, RL.7.7, or RI1.11-12.9). \terary nonfiction. : : :
3d) Additional materials increase the opportunity for regular, Yes  [Students are given opportunity to select student-

interest texts during the research unit. There is
limited opportunity for student-selection of texts in
other units.
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MEETS

CRITERIA INDICATORS OF SUPERIOR QUALITY ";'s}':::)s JUSTIFICATION/ COMMENTS
Il. Foundational Skills (grades 3-5 only)
Tier 1 and 2 Non-Negotiable* REQUIRED N/A
4. FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS: 43) Materials demand knowledge of grade-level phonic
Materials provide instruction and patterns and word analysis skills.
diagnostic support in concepts of print, REQUIRED N/A
phonics, vocabulary, development, 4b) Materials encourage students to use context to confirm or
syntax, and fluency in a logical and self-correct word recognition and understanding, directing
transparent progression. These students to reread purposefully to acquire accurate meaning.
foundational skills are necessary and REQUIRED N/A
central components of an effective, 4c) Materials provide instruction and practice in word study,
comprehensive reading program including systematic examination of grade-level morphology,
designed to develop proficient readers decoding of multisyllabic words by using syllabication, and
with the capacity to comprehend texts automaticity with grade-level regular and irregular spelling
across a range of types and disciplines. patterns.
REQUIRED N/A
Yes No 4d) Opportunities are frequently built into the materials that
allow for students to achieve reading fluency in oral and silent
*As applicable (e.g., when the scope of reading, that is, to read on-level prose and poetry with
the materials is comprehensive and accuracy, rate appropriate to the text, and expression.
considered a full program) REQUIRED N/A
4e) Materials guide students to read grade-level text with
purpose and understanding.




MEETS
CRITERIA INDICATORS OF SUPERIOR QUALITY e JUSTIFICATION/ COMMENTS

(Y/N)

I1l. Questions and Tasks

Non-NegotiabIe 5. TEXT-DEPENDENT REQUIRED Yes IThe model questions and worksheet tasks in
QUESTIONS: 5a) At least 80% of all questions in the materials are text- these units are dependent on the texts from the
Text-dependent questions and tasks dependent questions; student ideas are expressed through w:rsk'sxittearrlzl;sgggss ::Er?ggg?:g;i;gfnﬂy.
reflect the requirements of Reading both written and spoken responses.
Standard 1 by requiring use of textual REQUIRED Yes The reading closely units provide a model text
evidence in support of meeting other 5b) Coherent sequences of text-dependent questions elicit auestioning sequence along with text specific
grade-specific standards. sustained attention to the text and its illustrations (as questions to illustrate the process.

applicable), its impact (including the building of knowledge),

. Yes No and its connection to other texts.
REQUIRED Yes The language of the standards is prevalent

throughout the unit and assesses the depth of the

5c) Questions include the language of the standards, and ' =
standards on which each unit is focused.

assess the depth and complexity required by the standards at
each grade-level over time to advance and deepen student
learning. (Note: not every standard must be assessed with
every text.)

5d) Questions and tasks often begin with comprehension of Yes  |All unit tasks initially focus on comprehension of

the text before focusing on interpretation or evaluation. tTthde'ther through independent reading or read
aloud.

5e) Questions support students in unpacking the academic Yes  [Students are required to unpack vocabulary. In

addition, units such as Reading Closely for Textual
Details have tasks that focus on syntax and
sentence structure more heavily than others

language (vocabulary and syntax) prevalent in complex texts
to determine meaning from texts and in learning new
vocabulary from reading.




MEETS

CRITERIA INDICATORS OF SUPERIOR QUALITY METRIC JUSTIFICATION/ COMMENTS
S (Y/N)
6. ASSESSMENT: REQUIRED Yes Multiple formative assessment opportunities are
Materials offer assessment 6a) Measurement of progress via assessments should include given throughout the unit, giving students and
. . . teachers opportunity to adjust instruction to
opportunities that genuinely measure gradual release of supporting scaffolds for students to meet skill requirements.
progress and elicit direct, observable measure their independent abilities.
evidence of the degree to which REQUIRED Yes The units provide model worksheets, rubrics, and
students can independently 6b) Aligned rubrics or assessment guidelines (such as scoring student writing samples for teachers to assess
e X Rk . student understanding.
demonstrate the assessed grade-specific | guides or student work exemplars) are included and provide
standards with appropriately complex sufficient guidance for interpreting student performance.
text(s). REQUIRED Yes The materials provide a variety of assessment
6¢) Materials use varied modes of assessment, including a opportunities with checklists, rubrics, student
. Yes No range of pre-, formative, summative and self-assessment model worksheets and student writing samples.
measures.
6d) Materials assess student proficiency using methods that Yes  [Some units provide students with checklists to
are unbiased and accessible to all students. measure their own progress.




MEETS
CRITERIA INDICATORS OF SUPERIOR QUALITY s

JUSTIFICATION/ COMMENTS

(Y/N)
IV. Scaffolding and Support

7c¢) Materials regularly direct teachers to return to focused
parts of the text to guide students through rereading,
discussion and writing about the ideas, events, and
information found there.

7. SCAFFOLDING AND REQUIRED Yes Pre-reading strategies are scaffolded throughout the unit,
SUPPORT: 7a) Pre-reading activities and suggested approaches to teacher but texts are used to give students foundational, skill-based
. . a q instruction.
Materials provide all students, scaffolding are focused and engage students with
including those who read below | understanding the text itself. Pre-reading activities should be
grade level, with extensive no more than 10% of time devoted to any reading instruction.
opportunities and support to REQUIRED No These skill-based units are designed to fill gaps in
encounter and comprehend 7b) Materials do not confuse or substitute mastery of instruction; therefore, more attention is given to the skills
de-level complex text as ey | h . — di trategi of close reading, using textual evidence, and writing to
sra . P strategies for 1u compre enSIO_n.O ext; reading stra eg.|e5. sources rather than directly building knowledge within the
required by the standards. support comprehension of specific texts and focus on building unit.
knowledge and insight. Texts must not serve as platforms to
Yes . No practice discrete strategies.
REQUIRED Yes Materials guide teachers to use specific chunks of text for

instruction. Students return to text for evidence used in
discussion and writing.

REQUIRED Yes
7d) The materials are easy to use and cleanly laid out for
students and teachers. Each page of the submission adds to
student learning rather than distracts from it. The reading
selections are centrally located within the materials and
obviously the center of focus.

The format allows teachers and students to progress
through the instruction. Emphasis is placed on the text and
using the text to support all student activities.

7e) Appropriate suggestions and materials are provided for No
supporting varying student needs at the unit and lesson level
(e.g., alternate teaching approaches, pacing, instructional
delivery options, suggestions for addressing common student
difficulties to meet standards, remediation strategies or
suggestions for supporting texts, suggestions for more
advanced texts for extension, etc.).

Suggestions for differentiated instruction are not outlined
in the units.

7f) The content can be reasonably completed within a regular N/A
school year and the pacing of content allows for maximum
student understanding. The materials provide guidance about
the amount of time a task might reasonably take.

This resource is intended for supplemental instruction. Itis
not a complete English curriculum.




MEETS

CRITERIA INDICATORS OF SUPERIOR QUALITY METRICS JUSTIFICATION/ COMMENTS
(Y/N)
V. Writing to Sources and Research
8. WRITING TO SOURCES: REQUIRED Yes The written tasks in the unit set require students to analyze
The majority of written tasks are 8a) A vast majority of written tasks at all grade levels require and synthesize sources, research, and make evidence-based
text-dependent and reflect the students to analyze and synthesize sources, as well as to claims.
writing genres named in the present careful analysis, well-defended claims and clear
standards. information, drawing on textual evidence and to support
valid inferences from text.

. Yes No REQUIRED Yes IAcross the scope of all units, the resource covers the three
8b) Materials include multiple writing tasks aligned to the modes of writing, but individual unit texts and writing
three modes of writing (opinion/argumentative, informative, ;SZEZ r;fevr;t;t{g;; ?li:ffI%p;;i:tﬁii:::'fc;innc;rgt?::
narrative) as well as blended modes (i.e., analytical writing); writing are given in some units, although it is not the focus.
narrative prompts decrease in number and increase in being
based on text(s) as student progress through the grades,

e.g., narrative description (text-based, chronological writing)

rather than imaginative narratives.

REQUIRED Yes Students are required to respond in short critical analysis

8c) Writing opportunities for students are prominent and and in more lengthy essays and research-based

Varied in length and time demands (e.g., notes, summaries, PPpOrunities.

short-answer responses, formal essays, on-demand and

process writing, etc.).

REQUIRED Yes Students are given multiple opportunities to make

8d) Materials build in opportunities for connections and connections between class discussions and writing to

alignment between writing, speaking and listening, reading, :.nalyze.a t.ext. Units that focus or_1 writing as a skill also have]
ime built in to allow for peer review and feedback.

and the language standards. For example, students read a

text, work collaboratively to develop a plan for analyzing or

emulating the text, write a response, and then share their

writing with a peer who reviews the writing against using a

peer review checklist.

8e) Materials engage students in many short research Yes Research writing/projects are contained in the units to help

projects annually to develop the expertise needed to develop expertise needed to conduct research

conduct research independently. independently.




CRITERIA

INDICATORS OF SUPERIOR QUALITY

MEETS
METRICS

JUSTIFICATION/ COMMENTS

VI. Speaking and Listening

(Y/N)

9. SPEAKING AND LISTENING:

Oral tasks must be text-dependent and
materials for speaking and listening
must reflect true communication skills
required for college and career
readiness.

. Yes No

REQUIRED Yes Texts used in speaking and listening meet

9a) Texts used in speaking and listening questions and tasks @ppropriate text complexity criteria.

must meet the criteria for complexity, range, and quality of

texts (Criteria 1, 2, and 3).

REQUIRED Yes Materials direct students to collaborate with peers

9b) Materials demand that students engage effectively in a and engage in conversations directly related to the
. . . text under scrutlny.

range of conversations and collaborations by expressing well-

supported ideas clearly and probing ideas under discussion by

building on others’ ideas.

REQUIRED Yes The units offer students the opportunity to listen

9¢) Materials build in frequent opportunities for connections to anldd‘f"SCUS.S te"t; in Sma"_tgrof“fps' jtig‘;awts' and

and alignment between speaking and listening, reading, gzgirnzsnci:fﬁgsénga:: ;Jnn:jissfusiirosnL;s?:rzl?tzge

writing, and the language standards. Examples: Materials build o the focus skill of the unit.

in frequent opportunities for discussion about texts and,

through directions and modeling, encourage students to use

academic language and grade-appropriate oral language

conventions; materials require students to gather and use

evidence to orally present findings from research.

9d) Materials develop active listening skills, such as taking Yes  [Text Centered Discussion Checklists enforce the

notes on main ideas, asking relevant questions, and
elaborating on remarks of others.

Speaking and Listening standards. The materials

offer Model Text Questioning Sequence and critical
disciplinary vocabulary and concepts are built into
the instruction through handouts and worksheets.




MEETS

CRITERIA INDICATORS OF SUPERIOR QUALITY "E'E';R'C)S JUSTIFICATION/ COMMENTS
Y/N

VII. Language

10. LANGUAGE: REQUIRED N/A IThe proficiency series provides skill-based units
Materials must adequately address the | 10a) Materials address the grammar and language that are not designed to focus on the language
Language standards for the grade, conventions specified by the Language standards at each standards.
including through unpacking the grade level and build on those standards that build from
vocabulary and syntax of text(s) previous grade levels, as indicated by pages 30 and 56 of the
(indicator 5e) as models of language use. | standards.
REQUIRED N/A
Yes No 10b) Materials expect students to confront their own error

patterns in usage and conventions (oral and written) and
correct them.

REQUIRED N/A
10c) Materials encourage students to examine the language of
texts (vocabulary, sentences, structure) and model their own
writing after texts they are listening to or reading as a way to
develop more complex sentence structure and language
usage.

REQUIRED N/A
10d) Materials build in frequent opportunities for connections
and alignment between the language standards, writing,
reading, and speaking and listening. For example, through
directions and modeling, materials encourage students to use
grade-appropriate language conventions when speaking and
writing about texts.

10e) Materials provide real-world activities for student N/A
practice with natural language (e.g. mock interviews,
presentations).

10
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Tier 1 ratings receive a “Yes” in Column 1 for Criteria 1-10.

Tier 2 ratings receive a “Yes” in Column 1 for all non-negotiable criteria (Foundational Skills (as applicable), Complexity of Texts, Quality of Texts, and Text-
Dependent Questions), but at least one “No” in Column 1 for the remaining criteria.

Tier 3 ratings receive a “No” in Column 1 for at least one of the non-negotiable criteria.

FINAL EVALUATION

Compile the results for Sections I-VIlI to make a final decision for the material under review.
Section Criteria Y/N Final Justification/Comments

Texts are appropriately complex and explanations justifying

1. Complexity of Texts (Non-Negotiable) Yes complexity are included in unit descriptions.

IThe proficiency series does not provide year-long curricular units. The
I: Text Selection 2. Quality of Texts (Non-Negotiable) Yes |units within the series are not designed to build knowledge over time,
but rather to teach skill; criteria 2b is not applicable to this resource.

While a greater percent of material is nonfiction, there is a good

. Y
3. Range and Volume of Texts es balance between literary nonfiction and narrative informational texts.
II: Foundational Skills 4. Foundational Skills (Non-Negotiable*) N/A  [Required for Grades 3-5.
5. Text-Dependent Questions (Non- Yes Suggested questions rely on the text and require textual evidence for
ll: Text-Dependent Questions and Negotiable) support.
Tasks 6. Assessment Yes OPportunities fc.>r_formal assessment are. giv_en throughout the unit
with student writing samples used as guidelines
. . Scaffolding is built into th its; h g t for st li
IV: Scaffolding and Support 7. Scaffolding and Support No catiolding 1s bullt Info e Units; NOWEVET, support Tor struggiing
learners is not provided.
- .- Student ite th hout th its; its f ifi
V: Writing to Sources and Research 8. Writing to Sources Yes uaents Wr.' _e roughout the uni S some units focus on one specific
mode of writing throughout the unit
. . . . . . Student textt icat d collaborate th hout th
VI: Speaking and Listening 9. Speaking and Listening Yes unL:t ents use text to communicate and coflaborate throughout the
VII: Language 10. Language N/A The proficiency series provide skill-based units and are not designed

to focus on the language CCSS.

FINAL DECISION FOR THIS MATERIAL: Tier Il, Approaching quality

This resource has been evaluated as a gap-fill set of units designed to instruct students in skills such as research, close reading, and using textual evidence.
These are not curriculum modules; therefore, some of the criteria cannot be evaluated in the same way as traditional year-long curricula.

*As applicable (e.g., when the scope of the materials is comprehensive and considered a full program)
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