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Why is it important to communicate SPS to families?

• The Department encourages all schools to hold parent nights in order to have open and 
honest conversations with families about school performance and improvements. 

• In conversations with families over the past two years about the development of the new 
report cards and Louisiana School Finder, many parents told us that they want to hear from 
their principal about how the school is doing. 

• They accept that their school may not be an A or B as long as school leaders has a clear plan 
for improvement, and that the school has been improving overall for the past few years. 

• The release of the 2017-2018 school report cards is an opportunity for schools to be 
proactive in addressing their school’s strengths and areas of opportunity with families, 
and to build partnerships that will result in increased student achievement. 



School Performance Score Communications Toolkit
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Support for Principals and Families in Understanding SPS

The Department is committed to supporting school system and school leaders in communicating the 2018 
school performance scores, and new student progress measure to families and communities.

In order to support these conversations, the Department has produced a toolkit of resources that 
includes:

● Training presentation for principals to help them prepare for the fall release
● Customizable presentations for communicating this year’s school system and school performance 

scores, including Comprehensive and Targeted Intervention designations, and early childhood 
performance profiles

● Social media and website graphics celebrating school growth and Top Gains schools
● Louisiana Accountability System and Louisiana School Finder flyers for families
● Animated videos explaining school performance scores, including the new “Student Progress” Index

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/principal-support/2016-2017-school-performance-score-parent-presentation.pptx?sfvrsn=4
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/principal-support/2016-2017-school-performance-score-parent-presentation.pptx?sfvrsn=4
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/principal-support/2016-2017-ece-performance-profile-parent-presentation.pptx?sfvrsn=5
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/principal-support/2016-2017-ece-performance-profile-parent-presentation.pptx?sfvrsn=5


Explaining School Performance Scores
The Department has 

produced a series of short, 

animated videos that help 

explain school 

performance scores and 

early childhood 

performance profiles to 

families.

These videos are located 

on the Department’s 

YouTube Channel under 

the “School Performance 

Score” playlist and 

translated versions are 

available. 

https://www.youtube.com/user/LDEcomm
https://www.youtube.com/user/LDEcomm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WkAynneG7TU


The Louisiana 
Accountability System 
Overview can be 
shared with families 
prior to, or during, the 
school performance 
score parent night. 

Overview of Louisiana’s Accountability System

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/key-initiatives/louisianas-key-initiatives_k-12-accountability-system.pdf?sfvrsn=17
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/key-initiatives/louisianas-key-initiatives_k-12-accountability-system.pdf?sfvrsn=17
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/key-initiatives/louisianas-key-initiatives_k-12-accountability-system.pdf?sfvrsn=17


The Louisiana School 
Finder flyer walks 
families through the 
simple step of how to 
find your report card in 
the Louisiana School 
Finder.

School are encouraged 
to send these flyers 
home with a letter 
from the principal 
inviting them to the 
school performance 
parent night to learn 
more. 

Accessing School Finder

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/principal-support/la-school-finder-flyer.pdf?sfvrsn=12
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/principal-support/la-school-finder-flyer.pdf?sfvrsn=12
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Next Steps

1. Schedule principal meeting(s) to share toolkit and help them talk through messaging 
about this year’s release. 

2. Encourage schools to schedule parent nights following the release of school 
performance scores and before the Christmas holiday. 

 3.    Schedule meetings with your local Chambers of Commerce, workforce commission,              

        education advocate groups, etc. to share your school system’s results and discuss what   

        academic plans you will be putting in place for 2019-2020.


