
UDL and AT:
Teaching That Fits The Needs of Everyone
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Louisiana Assistive Technology Initiative 

LATI is a project to promote 
information, resources and 
professional development 
about assistive technology 
for educators and families. 
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www.laticenters.org

http://www.laticenters.org/


Agenda

• Introduction

• An Overview of Universal Design for Learning (UDL)

• What is Assistive Technology?

• Adapting the LearnZillion Guidebook Lessons

• Resources

• Questions and Answers



Which Environment Is More Accessible?

AirportGrocery Aisle

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/79/Mumbai_Airport.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/79/Mumbai_Airport.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/72/LangensteinsAisleJuly2008.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/72/LangensteinsAisleJuly2008.jpg


Retro-fit vs. Universal Design

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wheelchair_Accessibility_Ramp_-_Sortedams_S%C3%B8_-_%C3%98ster_S%C3%B8gade,_Copenhagen,_Denmark_(23410826214).jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wheelchair_Accessibility_Ramp_-_Sortedams_S%C3%B8_-_%C3%98ster_S%C3%B8gade,_Copenhagen,_Denmark_(23410826214).jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/32/Ramp_at_the_Arthur_Kill_station.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/32/Ramp_at_the_Arthur_Kill_station.jpg


Universal Design for Learning

“Universal Design for Learning 
is a set of principles for 

curriculum development  that 
gives all individuals equal 

opportunities to learn.” 
http://www.udlcenter.org/aboutudl

http://www.udlcenter.org/aboutudl
http://www.udlcenter.org/aboutudl


UDL Principles

www.cast.org

http://www.cast.org


Barriers to Learning
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The “Expansion” of Assistive Technology



Guidebooks 2.0

https://learnzillion.com/resources/78767-the-lion-the-witch-and-the-wardrobe
https://learnzillion.com/resources/78767-the-lion-the-witch-and-the-wardrobe


Let’s Prepare!

Traditional 
& 

Low Tech 
Approaches

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7NKJ3AHPlKBV0tzMjMzS192MEk/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7NKJ3AHPlKBV0tzMjMzS192MEk/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7NKJ3AHPlKBV0tzMjMzS192MEk/view?usp=sharing


Let’s Read!

Digital
Read Aloud

Text 
Enhancement

https://www.gutenberg.ca/ebooks/lewiscs-thelionthewitchandthewardrobe/lewiscs-thelionthewitchandthewardrobe-00-h.html

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7NKJ3AHPlKBdlh2SWdrU21SUlU/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7NKJ3AHPlKBdlh2SWdrU21SUlU/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1w5hYDtI24wyas1xCbps0n4IUfg1a2WmD/view?usp=sharing
https://www.gutenberg.ca/ebooks/lewiscs-thelionthewitchandthewardrobe/lewiscs-thelionthewitchandthewardrobe-00-h.html


Let’s Work with Words!

Digital 
Vocabulary

&
Semantic Map

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B7NKJ3AHPlKBYkFLOHJVdnpBR1k
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B7NKJ3AHPlKBYkFLOHJVdnpBR1k
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B7NKJ3AHPlKBYkFLOHJVdnpBR1k


Let’s Discuss

Searching 
& Highlighting 

Digital Text

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12vELWx7gu3nVBRUX8OyeI2q1mvYy5KiT/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12vELWx7gu3nVBRUX8OyeI2q1mvYy5KiT/view?usp=sharing


Let’s Express our Understanding!

Adobe 
Spark
Video 

Example

https://spark.adobe.com/video/yLntQ0jJrEHAZ
https://spark.adobe.com/video/yLntQ0jJrEHAZ
https://spark.adobe.com/video/yLntQ0jJrEHAZ


Let’s Express our Understanding!

Summary Activity

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1V6o4AnnyRUFhbRYkvUOgVZFND1MHS2XQ/view?usp=sharing


Resources: Options for Expression & Communication

Google Docs-Digital Reading 
Log

Voice Typing (Speech to Text)-Digital 
Reading Log

Read&Write for Google Speech to Text (many additional
features in premium version)

Color Coded Materials Sticky Notes (Post-its) for alternate 
vocabulary

Audacity Open source Audio recording

Adobe Spark Images, Videos, & Slideshows
(Post, Spark, &  Page)

AutoDraw Auto correct for drawing 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1d-6D7utu_I6TkfsmPDFcLYNxp_NK1OLs0FpQK2ryQtY/copy?usp=sharing
https://www.texthelp.com/en-us/products/read-write/read-write-for-google/
https://tatertotsandjello.com/2013/07/diy-secret-how-to-use-post-it-notes-in-your-printer-free-printable.html
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiilcjv0qLXAhWJ5YMKHVzXCXYQFgglMAA&url=http://www.audacityteam.org/&usg=AOvVaw1eZ5ivei2e-MrlDHeHl2av
https://spark.adobe.com/
https://www.autodraw.com/


Resources: Options for Physical Actions (Navigation & Access)

Rewordify Simplify a reading passage and 
teach/learn vocabulary

Read&Write for Google Text to speech (many additional features 
in  premium version)

Beeline Reader
Chrome extension adds a color gradient 
to text to help read faster and more 
accurately

Mercury Reader Chrome extension to clear “clutter” on a 
web page

Amazon Echo: Alexa Alternative navigation 

Digital Text Project Gutenburg is a source for free e-
books 

https://rewordify.com/
https://www.texthelp.com/en-us/products/read-write/read-write-for-google/
http://www.beelinereader.com/
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/mercury-reader/oknpjjbmpnndlpmnhmekjpocelpnlfdi?hl=en
https://www.amazon.com/Amazon-Echo-And-Alexa-Devices/b?ie=UTF8&node=9818047011
https://www.gutenberg.org/


Questions ??

Visit 

www.laticenters.org

for more information

http://www.laticenters.org
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