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● Please make sure your phone or computer is muted to minimize background noise. 
○ To do this, hover over the bottom left-hand side of your screen and click “Mute.” 

● Please make sure you have turned off your camera to save bandwidth and prevent any 
connectivity issues.
○ To do this, hover over the bottom left-hand side of your screen and click “Stop Video.”

● Please submit questions during the presentation in the “Chat” function located on the bottom 
of your screen. 

Zoom Meeting Preparation

NOTICE: In accordance with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, if 
you need special assistance at this 
meeting please contact 
ldoecommunications@la.gov. 

mailto:ldoecommunications@la.gov


Nonpublic Monthly Call
October 20, 2021
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Agenda
1. Legislative Policy Updates 
2. Accountability Updates
3. Tuition and Fees Certification
4. Financial Audit Process
5. Application Process
6. Reporting Calendar and Upcoming Actions
7. Logins 
8. Communication



Legislative Policy Updates
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Legislative Policy Updates
House Bill 280 passed, now Act 196, makes several updates to Bulletin 133:

1) Program administration:

a) The LDOE shall conduct site visits to observe the learning environment at schools that 

fail to meet minimum standards for academic performance

b) The cap on 20% of enrollment being scholarship students has been removed

2)   School eligibility:

a) Schools must be approved by BESE (no longer provisionally or probationally approved) 

to participate

b) NEW Schools must be accredited or provisionally accredited by an approved 

accrediting entity

i) This requirement shall not apply to a nonpublic school initially participating in the 

program prior to the 2022-2023 school year.
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Legislative Policy Updates
3. Accountability:

a. A participating school that fails for three consecutive years to meet minimum 

standards for academic performance shall be ineligible to participate in the 

program 

b. This begins with the 2021-22 school year 

An updated Scholarship Participation Guide will be distributed in October outlining these 

changes. 



Accountability 
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Accountability for Participating LSP Schools
Schools participating in  the Louisiana  Scholarship Program  must  meet  academic,  

financial, and  student  safety  requirements in  order  to continue serving Scholarship 

students.  

• The Department  assesses school  performance relative  to  these requirements 

through the monitoring process:

• annual  financial  audits  managed  by  the  Department

• comprehensive reviews of  available student  and  programmatic data

• responding  to parent  concerns  when  necessary

• may include on-site school  visits

• When schools fail to meet  expectations in academic,  financial, and  organizational  

performance,  they  can  face sanctions up  to and  including removal  from  the 

program.
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Accountability for Participating LSP Schools

2021-2022 Update

• At the BESE meeting on October 12th, 2021, the board approved a waiver to Bulletin 

133 Section 1305:

• to waive the requirement for the calculation of a scholarship cohort index as it 

relates to accountability for the program

Organizational and financial sanctions will still be issued, in accordance with the 

Scholarship Participation Guide.  

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/school-choice/scholarship-program-participation-guide.pdf?sfvrsn=10


Tuition and Fees Certification
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LSP Tuition and Fees Certification
● Tuition and Fees Certification Worksheets will be distributed to all participating schools 

by Friday, October 22, 2021  These will be due November 1, 2021.
○ Please review the file that will be sent carefully and ensure that the fees are listed correctly, 

that the tuition and fee amounts are accurate, and that the total approved amounts are 

correct 

● Once you have reviewed the certification sheet, sign on the administrator line. Please 

leave the LDOE Representative line blank. 
○ Sign and return the worksheets via email by November 1, 2021. This is an important part of 

the auditing review.

*Payment amounts for Scholarship students cannot exceed the maximum amounts listed in Chapter 5 

of Bulletin 133.*

http://bese.louisiana.gov/documents-resources/policies-bulletins
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Verify Tuition and 
Fees charged to all 
students in this 
chart

Sign and date here



Financial Audit Process
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Financial Audit Process

Beginning Monday, October 11th, the audit firms conducting the financial audits will begin contacting 

schools via an engagement letter.  The letter will include audit dates and an in-depth description of the 

process and school responsibilities. 

○ The audit firm assigned to your school is based on the district in which your school is 

located.  Please click here for the list of districts covered by each firm. 

○ If your school has not been contacted by the assigned audit firm by October 15th, or if you 

have any questions, please contact staudit@la.gov

Pursuant to Section 1303 of Bulletin 133, State Board of Elementary and Secondary 
Education requires the Department to audit the financial performance and capacity 
of Scholarship schools as a criterion for continued participation in the Scholarship 
program.

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/nonpublic-schools/nonpublic---list-of-districts.pdf
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Financial Audit Process 
Scholarship Audit – Internal Control Questionnaire

Participating Scholarship schools are required to complete the Internal Control Questionnaire.  This 
information is provided to assist in evaluating that financial operations are effective and efficient and that 
schools have a reliable financial reporting system and comply with applicable laws and regulations.  

• The completed questionnaire is due by Friday, October 22, 2021 via e-mail to staudit@la.gov . 

2021-22 Scholarship Financial Audit Information

The School System Financial Services state audit team has prepared a presentation on the financial audit 
which include instructions on how to ensure your school is prepared for this year’s financial audit. 

• You can access a copy of the PowerPoint here.
• You may contact staudit@la.gov with audit-specific questions 

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/links-for-newsletters/icq3884025c8c9b66d6b292ff0000215f92.xlsx
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/links-for-newsletters/lsp-audit-webinar-9-30-21.pptx


Application Process
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Application Process
The application process for 2022-23 scholarships will begin soon.

● Schools play a central role in the applicant intake process by verifying eligibility as well as 
providing direct support to families.

Please remember:
● Schools are not allowed to implement admissions criteria for Scholarship applicants, and may not 

discriminate against students with special needs during the admissions process.
● Schools are required to accept the grade of the sending school for all students awarded a 

Scholarship.
*To see the policy requirements as written in Bulletin 133, see Chapter 3.*

Orleans Parish Outside Orleans Parish

Applications submitted through OneApp
(www.enrollnola.org)

Online application through the state 
(www.LouisianaBelieves.com/Scholarship)

Begins November 1st, 2021 December (specific date forthcoming)

http://www.doa.la.gov/osr/lac/28v153/28v153.doc
http://www.enrollnola.org
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/Scholarship


New Student Applicants Continuing Student Applicants

Must submit an application:
Families can access the application online via the 

Louisiana Believes website or OneApp for schools 

located in Orleans.

Must submit eligibility documentation:
The student must meet the residency and income 

requirements of the program. Each year, the 

Department outlines the approved forms of 

documentation that families may submit to prove 

eligibility. This information can be found on the 

Scholarship Program’s website, online

application, and application guide.

Who wish to remain at their current school:

• Are guaranteed a seat at their current school for the following year, 
provided they are not in a terminal grade.

• Do not need to submit any additional forms
In a terminal grade:

• Must submit a new application to update their school choices.

• Do not need to resubmit eligibility documentation and will 
automatically be deemed eligible.

• Receive priority in the lottery process, but they are not guaranteed a 
new Scholarship seat.

Applying to a different Scholarship school:

• Must submit a new application to change their school choices.

• Do not need to resubmit eligibility documentation and will 
automatically be deemed eligible.

• Will lose his or her Scholarship to their current school if awarded to 
a different school for the following year.

Types of Student Applications
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Estimated Application Timeline

Action     Orleans Dates Statewide Dates
Notice of Intent   Due October 26th*  Due October 30th

Main Round 
Application Window

November 1 December 

Main Round 
Roster 

Available
Early- to Mid-April

Student Registration Deadline Mid-May

*In order to make sure accurate information is in the OneApp system for application launch on 
November 1st, please submit the NOI early.



Reporting Calendar
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Quarterly Enrollment Reports
All Quarterly Enrollment Reports must be submitted on time via the LEADS portal 
during each quarter

If the enrollment reports are not submitted on time, it affects your student enrollment 
counts and delays payments.

• Students must be reported on Q1 and Q3 enrollment report to be considered a 
roll over student when awards are granted.  

• If  a student drops from your school, please follow the drop 
procedures so that the student can be dropped from your roster.

LSP (SEE Portal) SCP (SCS Portal)

Quarter 1 September 30 September 30

Quarter 2 December 1-3 November 3-5

Quarter 3 February 2-4 February 2-4

Quarter 4 May 4-6 May 4-6
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Annual NPS Reporting 

● Every year, approved nonpublics must submit certain information to the Department 

such as total number of school days, enrollment information, as well as number of 

graduates from previous year (if applicable).

● This information is used to ensure approved schools receive equitable services from the 
school district as well as funding purposes such as textbook allocations.

● This report is completed in NPS in the LEADs. 

● Additional information about annual data submission  can be found in the user guide 

document.

*Passwords expire every 30 days and must be reset at password.doe.louisiana.gov.  Pop-up blockers must be off in 
order to access NPS

Every year, nonpublics must submit an annual data submission to the Department via the NPS 
portal in LEADs by October 15. *If you have not submitted your report please do so as quickly as 
possible.

https://leads3.doe.louisiana.gov/ptl/
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/nonpublic-schools/questionairre---nonpublic-school-eligibility-confirmation8f94ec02fc71.pdf?sfvrsn=d5003a1e_16
http://password.doe.louisiana.gov/
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Upcoming Dates
Month Items Due Key Deadlines

October 

Nonpublic Schools (NPS) Annual Data Reporting Due October 15

Louisiana Scholarship Program Notice of Intent (NOI) 
Due

Extended to October 30

School Choice Program Notice of Intent (NOI) Due Extended to October 30

BESE School Approval/Brumfield v. Dodd Due Extended to October 30

November 

LSP Schools return signed Tuition and Fee certification 
sheets

November 1

OneApp application opens November 1

Q2 enrollment * SCS only November 3-5

Q2 payments (Monday or Thursday only-Typically 
Monday) * SCS only

November 22

*You can access the annual reporting calendar here.

https://leads3.doe.louisiana.gov/ptl/
https://form.jotform.com/212694690529163
https://form.jotform.com/212694690529163
https://form.jotform.com/212705523376151
https://form.jotform.com/212735851056153
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/nonpublic-schools/reporting-calendar-2021-22.pdf?sfvrsn=36e66418_2


Logins
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• LEADs can be accessed 
here: https://leads3.doe.louisiana.gov/ptl/

• Passwords expire every 60 days and must be 
reset here: https://password.doe.louisiana.gov/

 
• To gain access to SEE in LEADS click here to 

complete the request

• To gain access to NPS in LEADS Nonpublic 
School Data Collection click here

LEADS

https://leads3.doe.louisiana.gov/ptl/
https://password.doe.louisiana.gov/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rK-4S1Ts3uZD9ABo2P-U6jpZ-RH3fhmL/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UsfFD9Bk-mAwHvq9yQgilUHEhPnEtZXi/view?usp=sharing


Username, Passcodes, and Unlocks

● If you are having a problem with your 
account please always include your 

username and school code in the email

● Please remember to only send one email 
request stating problem to 

studentscholarships@la.gov

mailto:studentscholarships@la.gov
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Important Documents
● Louisiana Scholarship Program Participation Guide- outlines important 

requirements for participating schools as well as timelines and action items 

● Louisiana Scholarship Program Application Guide - outlines student 
eligibility requirements as well as information about the schools offering 
new seats for 2021-2022

● Nonpublic School Resources- Useful tools for Nonpublic Schools  

● Louisiana Scholarship Program FAQ- answers frequently asked questions 
including eligibility requirements and timelines for the Louisiana Scholarship 
Program (helpful for parents) 

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/school-choice/scholarship-program-participation-guide.pdf?sfvrsn=5cc2891f_20
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/school-choice/louisiana-scholarship---application-guide.pdf?sfvrsn=7645801f_55
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/nonpublic-schools
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/school-choice/faq-scholarship-program.pdf?sfvrsn=49d02864_30


Communication
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When sending an email there is no need to send to personal email accounts.  
Please send all emails to studentscholarships@la.gov with your point of 
contact’s name in the subject line (EX: Attn-D. Gaulden or Attn-Y. Sanders)

Emails

Yshauna Sanders
• LSP- Independent Schools
• SCS - select schools 
• You can view Ms. Sanders’ 

assigned schools here. 

Detra Gaulden 
• LSP- Diocese Schools
• SCS - select schools
• You can view Mrs. 

Gaulden’s assigned schools 
here. 

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/nonpublic-schools/nps-point-of-contact-chart-ys.pdf?sfvrsn=37e66418_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/nonpublic-schools/nps-point-of-contact-chart-dg.pdf?sfvrsn=30e66418_2
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Communication
From the LDOE:

Reoccuring communication:

• Nonpublic weekly newsletter: outlines upcoming actions, information, deadlines, 

and other relevant LDOE meetings/opportunities

• Monthly nonpublic schools calls: focused updates, discussion items, information 

sharing

As needed:

• Email from studentscholarships@la.gov or individual Portfolio Opportunity team 

member to targeted school contact
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Communication
To the LDOE:

Updated contact list

• Goal is to expand the effectiveness of our communication: more targeted and 

accurate communication

• Using existing LDOE contact collection process (Jotform) to standardize data 

collection

• Families to email studentscholarships@la.gov for any concerns or questions

• Schools to email studentscholarships@la.gov for forms or regular submissions; 

individual Portfolio Opportunity team member for all other inquiries

mailto:studentscholarships@la.gov
mailto:studentscholarships@la.gov
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  Thank You For Joining Today’s Call.          Helpful Links

● LDOE Nonpublic Library
● LDOE School Choice 

Library
● Federal Poverty 

Guidelines
● Louisiana Scholarship 

Program 
● Statewide Scholarship 

Application

Information regarding Nonpublic and Scholarship action 
items can be found in the  LDOE Weekly Nonpublic 

Newsletter. 

Please reach out to the following contacts with questions:

FOR QUESTIONS ABOUT EMAIL

Louisiana Scholarship 
Program 

studentscholarships@la.gov

School Choice Program for 
Students with 
Exceptionalities

nonpublicschools@la.gov 

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/nonpublic-schools
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/school-choice
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/school-choice
https://aspe.hhs.gov/poverty-guidelines
https://aspe.hhs.gov/poverty-guidelines
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/schools/louisiana-scholarship-program
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/schools/louisiana-scholarship-program
https://webapps.doe.louisiana.gov/publicapps/scholarshipsonlineapp/
https://webapps.doe.louisiana.gov/publicapps/scholarshipsonlineapp/
https://louisianabelieves.com/
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/newsroom/newsletters
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/newsroom/newsletters
mailto:studentscholarships@la.gov
mailto:nonpublicschools@la.gov

