Zoom Meeting Preparation
● Please make sure your phone or computer is muted to minimize background noise.
○ To do this, hover over the bottom left-hand side of your screen and click “Mute.”
● Please make sure you have turned off your camera to save bandwidth and prevent any connectivity
issues.
○ To do this, hover over the bottom left-hand side of your screen and click “Stop Video.”
● Please submit questions during the presentation in the “Chat” function located on the bottom of your
screen.
If you require an interpreter or have other
accessibility needs for future LDOE
meetings, please contact
LDOEcommunications@la.gov.
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Nutrition Support Monthly
Call
December 7, 2021

Agenda
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Louisiana Festival of Flavors Team Nutrition Sub-Grant
State Oversight Plan
Pandemic Electronic Benefits Transfer (P-EBT)
Supply Chain Disruptions
School Year 2021-2022 Food Service Flexibilities
School Year 2021-2022 Operational Updates
Training Updates
Other Program Reminders
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Louisiana Festival of Flavors
Team Nutrition Sub-Grant

Louisiana Festival of Flavors
Team Nutrition Sub-Grant
Project Plan
• Develop 2 new standardized recipes incorporating local agricultural products &
regional cuisine preferences
• Serve the recipes as part of a reimbursable meal, conduct taste tests, promote
the recipes to the school community, conduct 2 nutrition education activities
• Project includes training and individual assistance from Chef Cyndie and the
K-12 Culinary Team
• Recipes will become USDA Recipes (ICN Child Nutrition Recipe Box)
Award Amount
$21,000
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Louisiana Festival of Flavors
Team Nutrition Sub-Grant
Now – December 20
December 20, 2021
February 2022 (early)
March – August 2022
August – November 2022
January – March 2023
June 2023

Timeline
Complete & submit subgrant application
Sub-grant applications DUE
Announcement of winners (8)
Identify recipes, attend standardization training,
preliminary standardization activities
Recipe standardization process
Finalize standardized recipes; incorporate into menus
Submit final reports
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How do SFAs apply?
1)

Go to www.louisianafitkids.com to access the application.

2)

Review the PDF or Word version of the application.

3)

Assemble your Festival of Flavors Team of 3 people. (Project Director, Team
Captain and other CNP Representative.)
Brainstorm recipe ideas, local food products, cultural preferences of your
region, the grant time line and your program’s capacity. Decide on a budget.
Complete the online application by December 20th.

4)
5)
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Online Application Tips, Tricks and Help
✔

The online application takes about 45 minutes to complete. Cut and paste
information from a word document on to the online application.

✔

It is possible to “Save Your Unfinished Application.” Simply click the “Resume Later”
button in the upper right-and corner of your screen.

✔

Reach out for help:
LDOE
Melissa Campbell @ 225-342-3995 or melissa.campbell@la.gov
PBRC
Cathy Carmichael @ 225-763-2799 Cathy.Carmichael@pbrc.edu
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Louisiana Festival of Flavors
Partners

•
•
•

Louisiana Fit Kids – Pennington Biomedical Research Center
Chef Cyndie and the K-12 Culinary Team
Louisiana Department of Education Division of Nutrition Support
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State Oversight Plan

Administrative Reviews
LDOE sent an introductory email to SFAs scheduled for an AR this SY on October 1.
CN Resource and LDOE hosted an AR training on October 19.
At this time, ARs will be conducted off-site. Site reviews will be virtual until it is safe to
return to in-person site reviews. Review dates and document due dates can be found
on CNR Support. As a reminder, the review date is listed as the Monday of the review
week. CNR will coordinate the exact date of the site visit with the SFA.
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Preparing for Your Administrative
Review

The slides and video from the October
19th training can be found on
Louisiana Fit Kids.
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Waiver to Provide Flexibility for ARs in SY 21-22
Waives certain school meal programs administrative review criteria in order to ensure
that State agencies are able to conduct administrative reviews when SFAs are only
operating the SSO in school year 2021-22
With minor modifications, Administrative Reviews can resume in SY 2021-22 even if
school systems are operating the Seamless Summer Option
• Reviews from SY 20-21 were postponed until SY 21-22.
• Reviews originally planned for SY 21-22 will now occur in SY 22-23.
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Waiver of On-site Monitoring Requirements in the
School Meals Programs
Effective Dates: July 1, 2021- 30 days after the end of the of the public health
emergency
Allows the on-site portion of the Administrative Review to be conducted through
off-site means (desk audit)
Also allows SFA on-site monitoring (due by February 1) to be conducted through
off-site means
Monitoring requirements for SSO are the same as with NSLP
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Waiver of On-site Monitoring Requirements for State
Agencies in the CACFP
Effective Dates: October 1, 2021- 30 days after the end of the of the public health
emergency
Allows the on-site portion of the Monitoring Review to be conducted through off-site
means (desk audit)
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Pandemic Electronic Benefits Transfer (P-EBT)

Parent Portal
Parents should be directed to the new Parent Portal for viewing and managing all
of their children’s P-EBT benefit cases.
The portal will assist families with determining:
• if they are to receive P-EBT benefits
• what amounts they will/have received on their P-EBT card
• when additional funds have been added to their card
School systems should provide this link and information about the portal to
parents to help lessen the number of calls and questions regarding their child’s
benefits.
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PEBT Administrator’s Portal
DCFS released a P-EBT Admin Portal. This portal can still be used to upload
spreadsheets and fix errors.
To access the P-EBT Admin Portal, school data managers will need a My.LA.gov
account. If additional staff need access, please work with the school data managers.
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2021-2022 P-EBT
P-EBT requirements for SY 2021-2022 will be similar to the P-EBT requirements during
SY 2020-2021. For example:
• States must submit P-EBT plans to USDA for review and approval.

**At this time, Louisiana does not have an approved P-EBT plan for 2021-2022**
In anticipation of a 2021-2022 plan, schools are encouraged to have a process for
capturing students learning virtually (or hybrid) due to school closures related to the
Pandemic.
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Supply Chain Disruptions

Supply Chain Disruption Resources
Due to COVID-19, some SFAs are facing supply chain disruptions including severe food
product shortages, unexpected substitution of food products, the unanticipated
cancellation of food and supply contracts, and increased food and supply prices
• Q&A regarding emergency procurement due to supply chain issues (Memo
SFS-22-13)
• Clarification memo to further explain the USDA Q&As (Memo SFS-22-20)
• Updated resources on procurement and supply chain issues (Memo SFS-22-22)
• Procurement and Supply Chain Recorded training (will be posted on LA Fit Kids
very soon)
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Supply Chain Survey
USDA FNS is conducting a web survey of all SFAs that operate the CNPs and needed your
input. The survey seeks to collect information on the food supply chain challenges that SFAs
are experiencing and the impacts of these challenges.
It is important that FNS hears from all school districts to gain a better understanding of the
unique circumstances you may be facing. Your responses will assist FNS and its partners to
identify potential solutions, resources, and flexibilities needed to support school districts in
serving healthy and nutritious meals to students during this difficult time.
Your participation is mandatory.

Deadline extended to December 9, 2021.

Memo SFS-22-42
23

Updates to the federal micro-purchase threshold
• 2 CFR 200.321(a)(1)
• Memo SFS 22-33
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Updates to the federal micro-purchase threshold
SFA should distribute micro-purchases equitably
Award without competition if the price is reasonable
based on research, experience, purchase history
Maintain documentation of how price was
determined to be reasonable
Memo SFS 22-33
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School Year 2021-2022 Food Service Flexibilities

27
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Waiver to Allow Specific School Meal Pattern
Flexibilities
Effective Dates: October 1, 2021- June 30, 2022
With justification, specific meal pattern requirements are waived to allow program
operators to serve meals that may not meet the nutrition standards.
Programs Allowed: NSLP/SBP, SSO
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Specific School Meal Pattern Flexibilities
The following specific requirements are waived:
• That menus meet the dietary specification for sodium
• That all grains offered be whole grain-rich
• That, for pre-schoolers, at least one serving per day, across all eating occasions,
must be whole grain-rich
• To offer a variety of vegetables from the vegetable subgroups
• To offer a variety (at least two different options) of fluid milk
• That low-fat milk must be unflavored
• To plan menus and offer food components for specified age/grade groups in the
stated combinations
States must consider approval on a case-by-case basis (with the exception of sodium)
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What This Waiver Means
•

This meal pattern waiver provides flexibilities to SFAs for the specific meal pattern
requirements described in the previous slide

•

All other meal pattern requirements remain in effect

•

USDA has offered these specific flexibilities to support schools with offering
alternative meal service models and support social distancing efforts.

•

This specific meal pattern waiver does not allow SFAs to not serve an entire
component, serve less than the required amounts to meet the daily and weekly
requirements
31

Waiver to Allow Fiscal Action Flexibility for Meal
Pattern Violations
Waiver for the following regulations when there is a supply chain disruption with
respect to foods served under the NSLP, SBP, or SSO and such disruption is due to
COVID–19:
• The requirement to apply fiscal action for missing food components or missing
production records as detailed in 7 CFR 210.18(l)(2)(i); and
• The requirement to apply fiscal action for repeated violations involving milk type and
vegetable subgroups as detailed in 7 CFR 210.18(l)(2)(ii).
When determining whether this waiver is applicable during an administrative review,
State agencies should consider all of the information SFAs have available that illustrates
that a COVID-19 supply chain disruption occurred.
This waiver is available through June 30, 2022.
Memo SFS21-x243
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Waiver to Allow Specific Meal Pattern Flexibilities in
CACFP
Effective Dates: July 1, 2021- June 30, 2022
Specific meal pattern requirements are waived to allow program operators to serve
meals that may not meet the nutrition standards
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Specific CACFP Meal Pattern Flexibilities
The following specific requirements are waived:
• That at least one serving per day of grain must be whole grain
rich
• That crediting of grains by ounce equivalents must be fully
implemented by October 1, 2021
• That low-fat milk must be unflavored
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CACFP Flexibilities During COVID-19 Supply Chain
Disruptions
To the extent practicable, SA and sponsoring organizations should use discretion to
provide technical assistance in lieu of fiscal action when they observe noncompliance
related to meal pattern requirements due to COVID-19-related supply chain disruptions
during Federal fiscal year 2022.
If CACFP operators are making a good faith effort to comply with meal pattern
requirements but cannot, should prioritize training and technical assistance to identify
solutions that are specific to CACFP operators’ local circumstances.
If substitutions in planned menus are necessitated the reasons for substitutions must
be documented and menu records must be updated to reflect changes. Menus must
document the actual meal components served to participants.
Memo SFS-22-23
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Meal Pattern Waiver Elections
Due to the continued disruptions in the supply chain issues, USDA is allowing the State
Agency to extend the Meal Pattern Flexibilities through June 30, 2022.
If the anticipated end date for this waiver is before the end of the school year for your
School Food Authority, the waiver has been released by the State Agency so that you may
extend the end date through the end of the school year, no later than June 30, 2022.
As a reminder, SFAs must maintain documentation on file for any unforeseen vendor
delivery and/or shortage issue that prevents an SFA from meeting the meal pattern.
•

This documentation does not need to be submitted to the State Agency, but rather
maintained on file, should it need to be reviewed at a later date.
Memo SFS-22-43
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School Year 2021-2022 Operational Updates

School Year 2021-2022 Claiming
If operating regular NSLP/SBP for breakfast, lunch and snack, the SFA will claim usual the NSLP/SBP
claim.
If operating SSO for breakfast and lunch AND afterschool snack, the SFA will claim breakfast and
lunch under the seamless section of the claim (green section) and will claim the snack under the
regular NSLP section of the claim
The slides and video from the Claim training on October 13 can be found on Louisiana Fit Kids.
There should be no double entry of breakfast or lunch meals under both areas of the claim
(NSLP/SBP and SSO). Breakfast and lunch meal data should only be input once, under the
appropriate section (NSLP/SBP or SSO).
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Q&As for CNP Operations in SY 2021-2022
To date, USDA has released 4 Q&A memos regarding CNP Operations in school year
2021-2022
Provide clarifications on questions related to CNP operations during SY 2021-2022
•
•
•
•

Memo SFS-21-x184 for Q&As for CNP Operations is SY 2021-2022
Memo SFS-21-x197 for Previously Issued Q&As Relating to Operation of the
CNPs: Updated for SY 2021-2022
Memo SFS-21-x205 for CEP Operations during SY 2021-2022: Q&As
Memo SFS-21-x255 for Q&As for CNP Operations is SY 2021-2022
39

Meals Applications and SSO
The school meal application is used to determine eligibility for free or reduced priced
meals and, by extension, P-EBT eligibility.
SFAs must make applications available as needed to certify children for free and
reduced-priced meals and may be used to qualify newly eligible children for SY
2021-2022 and summer 2022 P-EBT benefits
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Direct Certification Requirements
All SFAs operating SSO (even those not planning to process applications) are still
required to use eScholar to directly certify students. Updates are available monthly.
The requirement to notify households of Direct Certification eligibility has not been
waived.

The November file is now available in eScholar.
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TANF Updates
TANF is available for matching through eScholar
File download will be the same format as SNAP
Both SNAP and TANF files should be accepted by Food Service software without
overriding SNAP data
Both the DM Index and 3.0 file will be available for download
Participation in TANF also provides automatic eligibility for free meals (direct certification)
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Verification for SY 2021-2022
SFAs that collect household applications in SY 2021-2022 are required to conduct
verification, regardless of the reason the applications were collected and/or the CNP
operating.
• The sample size used to conduct verification activities must be based on the
number of approved applications on file as of October 1, 2021. See Memo
SFS-22-02
• Updated templates for 2021-2022 on located under forms
• Spanish templates are now available!
Please refer to Memo SFS-21-x251 for the verification non-response rates to be used
for SY 2021-2022
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Verification Summary Form
SFAs that did not complete the verification process must still complete the verification
summary form.
This includes:
• RCCIs
• District-wide CEP
• SFAs that did not have any applications on file as of October 1
The form is available for completion. The due date is January 10, 2022.
Memo SFS-22-29
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Procurement Update
On November 23, 2021, Governor John Bel Edwards extended Emergency Provisions
due to the COVID-19 Public Health Emergency in Proclamation 220 JBE 2021.
• Includes the suspension of Louisiana Public Bid Law and allows emergency
procurement of goods and services necessary to respond to the COVID-19
emergency.
The proclamation extends the provisions through December 22, 2021, or as extended
by any subsequent Proclamation, unless terminated sooner. (Memo SFS-22-38)
As a reminder, the regulatory authority found in Federal procurement regulations
formerly at 2 CFR 200.320(f)(2), now at 2 CFR 200.320(c)(3), allows operators to use the
emergency noncompetitive proposal procurement method to negotiate a new
one-year contract for school year 2021-2022.
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Training Updates

Training Updates
Training registration for LDOE trainings is located on Louisiana Fit Kids
(www.louisianafitkids.com).
•
•

You will receive a follow up with an email confirming attendance, training hours
received, and USDA training code(s).
After the training, each registered participant should complete a
questionnaire/evaluation

Registration for the December trainings are now open
Training slides and recorded videos (when available) are also posted to Louisiana Fit
Kids
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Upcoming Virtual Trainings
Registration is open for the following December trainings (register at Louisiana Fit
Kids):
• Wednesday, December 8: Resource Management presented by CNR at 1 p.m.
• Thursday, December 9: Verification Summary Form at 1 p.m.
• Tuesday, December 14: Small Procurements and Micropurchases at 1 p.m.
Next Monthly Call: Tuesday, January 4, 2022 at 1 p.m.
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Manager Training
Directors may request a manager training class for their SFA, or a combination of SFAs.
● No cost to the SFA
● Minimum of 10 participants
● Virtual or in-person
● Schedule may be customized
Register at this link (Memo SFS-21-92). Please contact melissa.campbell@la.gov with
questions.
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Other Program Reminders

Delivery of Meals to Homes
The non-congregate and meal time flexibility waivers allow the option
to provide meals through delivery.
Note: the sponsor must obtain written consent from households of
eligible children that the household wants to receive delivered meals.
Delivery plans must be approved by the State Agency prior to providing
meals to homes.
If the plan is changed after approval, the new plan MUST be approved
by the State Agency.
51

HACCP Prototype
The HACCP prototype was revised for use in schools in Louisiana to meet USDA
requirements for participation in the NSLP and SBP
It must be adapted for each school site preparing and/or serving food.
SFAs can fill in the checkboxes and blanks provided.
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Sample Procurement Plan
•
•
•
•
•

The Sample Procurement Plan for the 2022-23 School Year has been posted
This procurement plan is strictly a sample. Each SFA must tailor the plan to fit their
needs.
All areas highlighted in yellow are to be completed by the SFA.
A checklist with all required USDA provisions has been included.
All formal procurements, Invitation for Bids (IFBs) and Requests for Proposals
(RFPs) must include these provisions in the procurement document
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Health Inspection Requirements
By regulation, schools shall obtain a minimum of two food safety inspections during
each school year.
NSLP sponsors are required to request in writing two-health inspection per year at the
beginning of the school year, with a follow-up request documented by April 15, if both
inspections have not been received.
Delay in submitting this information to LDOE could jeopardize your claim for
reimbursement.
March Claim- a reminder will appear prior to submitting the claim. A
response must be provided.
April Claim- SFAs will not be allowed to submit claims beginning in April until
health inspection reporting has been done for each NSLP-approved site.
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eScholar Updates
The LDOE has worked closely with eScholar on a project that will improve the matching
system.
Address Matching should be released in early 2022
The improved system allows schools to match student enrollment data against program
records to determine eligibility.
The updated system supports multiple agency programs such as Supplemental
Nutrition Assessment Program (SNAP), Temporary Assistance for Needy Families
(TANF), Foster Care, and Migrant students, DC extended, and Manual matching.
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eScholar CEP Manager
CEP Manager will be released in time for the April 2022 CEP Population Data and CEP
Elections
In anticipation, SFAs should ensure all student matches, including manual matches and
address matches, should be completed in eScholar to ensure correct Population Data
will be in the system
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Questions
Contact the
LDOE Division of Nutrition Support at
childnutritionprograms@la.gov or
225-342-9661
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