
Introduction
Louisiana is working urgently to improve student achievement in grades K-2. The K-2 CLASS® Pilot is a key initiative in
achieving this goal. This planning document provides an introduction to the importance of high quality interactions, a
summary of the current scale of CLASS®, and next steps for the 2022-2023 school year.

CLASS® is an observational tool used to drive the quality of interactions between teachers and students and students
with other students. In early childhood classrooms (birth-age 5,) CLASS® is used as the measure of accountability for
performance profiles. Currently, there is no measure of accountability for K-2 classrooms.

Long-Term Vision
By the 2023-2024 school year, the CLASS® tool will be used across K-2 classrooms in Louisiana to help teachers improve
the effectiveness of their interactions with students. CLASS® will be one option to replace Compass and alternate
teaching rubrics for both coaching and evaluation.

Full-scale CLASS® implementation will support the following goals:

Classroom Level:
● Students will learn in environments driven by intentional and supportive teacher-student and student-student

interactions.
● Teachers will understand the importance of high-quality interactions and the research supporting CLASS®.
● Teachers will implement high-quality curriculum more effectively by improving interactions with students.
● Teachers will engage in professional learning and use feedback from observations to improve their practice.

School Level:
● Schools will build the capacity of certified CLASS® coaches at each school.
● At a minimum, each school will have one reliable certified CLASS® observer to conduct onsite observations.
● Observers and coaches will support teachers to increase reliability with and knowledge of the tool at each

school.
● Schools will provide ongoing professional development and shared planning opportunities to teachers to

continually improve practice.

School SystemLevel:
● Through a Train the Trainer model, school system leaders will build and sustain a cadre of certified observers at

each school.
● District leaders will support school-level leaders in the implementation of ongoing professional development.
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Domains of CLASS®
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Research Base for CLASS®
Interactions children have with teachers and peers are the single most important classroom influence on learning with a
high correlation of child outcomes in higher grades. Research has connected CLASS® to the following child/student1

outcomes:

IMPROVEMENTS IN CHILD OUTCOMES

Emotional Support Classroom Organization Instructional Support

● Social Competence
● Relationships with teachers
● Language & literacy skills

● Executive functioning
● Inhibitory control
● Behavior competence
● Language & literacy skills
● Math skills

● Behavior competence
● Language & literacy skills

Language and literacy skills include higher achievement in early reading and foundational skills including alphabet and
vocabulary knowledge, print awareness, rhyming, letter naming, phonological awareness, and receptive and
expressive vocabulary and word knowledge.

1Effective Teacher-Child Interactions and Outcomes. Available at:  http://info.teachstone.com/research-paper-outcomes
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Background of CLASS® in Louisiana

Early Childhood:
Since the initial implementation of CLASS® in early childhood classrooms (ages birth to 5), Louisiana has witnessed
significant improvement in CLASS® scores across communities and sites. CLASS is the sole measure used in ECE Quality
Rating and Improvement Systems.

These maps highlight significant improvements over time. Though 20% of all networks earned average scores below 4.50 in 2015-2016, none fell into this category by

2018-2019. Further, while in 2015-2016 13 networks had scores that placed them in the top category (scores greater than 5.04), by 2018-2019, 45 networks had scores

above that level.
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K-2:
Louisiana launched the CLASS® pilot in the 2016-2017 school year beginning with kindergarten. School systems opted
into the pilot as a way to emphasize the importance of quality interactions and to use CLASS® as a tool for coaching
teachers. In addition, administrators opted to use CLASS® for teacher evaluation in order to provide greater specialization
for early elementary classrooms. Since 2016, additional school systems and schools have opted into the pilot each year.

Scope of Participation 2016-2017 - 2020-2021

Kindergarten CLASS® Pilot 2016-2017 2017-2018 2018-2019 2019-2020 2020-2021 2021-2022*

Number of school systems 5 22 26 29 31 46

Number of schools 15 37 73 84 116 267

Number of teachers 35 80 280 331 386 896

First Grade CLASS® Pilot 2016-2017 2017-2018 2018-2019 2019-2020 2020-2021 2021-2022*

Number of school systems 4 13 37

Number of schools 10 23 148

Number of teachers 32 61 441

Second Grade CLASS® Pilot 2016-2017 2017-2018 2018-2019 2019-2020 2020-2021 2021-2022*

Number of school systems 8 35

Number of schools 18 145

Number of teachers 48 415

* Projected numbers for the 2021-2022 School Year

Pilot Participant Expectations

School systems are expected to complete the following to ensure a successful pilot:

● Identify participating schools and select specific grade level/s
● Determine training needs
● Evaluator and coach (“observers”) attend observation training and pass reliability certification
● Observers provide orientation to teachers or teachers complete CLASS Primer for Teachers
● Observers observe teachers twice per year using CLASS and enter data into LDOE CLASS®  Portal
● School systems coordinate schedules with Picard Center for third party observations
● CLASS® typically replaces COMPASS for performance ratings in participating classrooms

Please visit the CLASS Pilot web page on Louisianabelieves.com for useful information and resources.

Email compass@la.gov for information.
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