
LDOE Developmental Screening Guidebook
Webinar Link: Developmental Screening Guidebook Webinar  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vfbUDjQGiHk&feature=youtu.be
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Vision for Children with Disabilities
Overview 

Early childhood programs, school systems and families:
• need access to resources and materials that help them develop a strong understanding 

of developmental milestones; 
• have a clear plan for what to do when children need additional support; and 
• implement specialized and related supports for children so that they have an 

opportunity to learn in the least restrictive environment. 

Louisiana believes that all children, including those with the most significant cognitive disabilities, 
deserve an education that prepares them to be independent and successful in life. 
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Research and best practices identify four 
proven strategies to improve the 
social/emotional and academic 

achievement of children with disabilities. 

Supporting 
Children with 

Disabilities 
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Developmental Screening Guidebook 
Introduction 

The Developmental Screening Guidebook is designed as a 
reference guide on how to best support healthy growth and 
development of children in your care throughout key 
developmental intervals and identify children who may 
benefit from specialized support. 

Early childhood program staff, service providers, health care 
systems, families, and communities all play important roles in 
providing support and services to young children during this 
critical developmental period.

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/early-childhood-developmental-screenings-guidebook.pdf?sfvrsn=b44c881f_14
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Developmental Screening Guidebook 
Introduction 

Children grow and develop at 
different rates and it’s important to 
know when additional support and 
interventions may be necessary. 

Early identification leads to early 
intervention, which improves 
student achievement. Children who 
receive early and appropropriate 
support are less likely to experience 
persistent academic difficulties. 
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Developmental Screening Guidebook 
Framework  
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Developmental Screening Guidebook 
Framework 

The resources within this guide are intended to 
help program staff deepen their understanding of 
how children develop, regardless of their individual 
needs, and establish a comprehensive early 
identification system.

• Educators and Providers 
• Families 
• Community Entities 

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/early-childhood-developmental-screenings-guidebook.pdf?sfvrsn=b44c881f_14


8

Developmental Screening Guidebook 
Step 1: Understand How Children Develop 

There is a wide range of normally developing 
behaviors and skills in young children, 
known as developmental “milestones”. 

These milestones serve as markers for when 
behaviors and skills typically emerge. While 
not all children will reach developmental 
milestones at the same time, it’s important 
to understand the critical milestone that 
children are expected to achieve. 

Educators and Providers embed training 
opportunities and resources that 
support the daily reference of 
developmental progression. 

Families learn more about their child’s 
development at each stage of life. 

Community Entities work in partnership 
to ensure support is provided to the 
field.  



9

Developmental Screening Guidebook 
Step 1: Understand How Children Develop 

Families of Young Children…
• Know that developmental milestones exist and how to monitor their child’s development 
• Know the early warning signs of delay and importance of acting early 
• Feel confident about discussions with childcare and health care providers 

Early Educators/ Childcare Providers…
• Identify early warning signs of suspected delay
• Build self-efficacy to talk with families about development
• Aid in monitoring development

Health Professionals Who Serve Young Children…
• Regularly screen for developmental delays
• Initiate discussion with families about development and support parental concern to take action
• Campaign materials with community network information available
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Developmental Screening Guidebook 
Step 2: Encourage Development Through Daily Routines and Activities 

Promoting children’s development requires 
intentional planning and consistent 
monitoring. 

Quality programs take responsibility for 
providing high-quality interactions and 
instruction to all children, including those 
whose development may be delayed, have 
an identified disability, or whose home 
language is not English. 

Educators and Providers participate in 
consistent quality training on the subjects 
that matter the most for supporting child 
development. 

Families continuously monitor children’s 
development and take action when there is 
a concern.  

Community Entities work in partnership to 
ensure support is provided to the field.  
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Developmental Screening Guidebook 
Step 2: Encourage Development Through Daily Routines and Activities  

Healthy development is supported when 
children are exposed to opportunities and 
experiences where their physical, 
social/emotional and education needs are 
met.

When teachers and caregivers understand the 
expectations for development, they can use 
that information in planning for routines and 
activities. 
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Developmental Screening Guidebook 
Step 3: Establish a Developmental Screening, Intervention and 
Referral Process   

Developmental screenings can be used to help 
determine if a child’s learning and development is 
on track based on important areas of development. 
Results from developmental screeners can inform 
children’s strengths and identify specific areas 
where more support might be considered. 

A screening is typically conducted through a 
research-based questionnaire in collaboration with 
families and caregivers. Every child should be 
screened at the appropriate entry point using a 
high-quality screener and use the data to inform 
instruction and interventions. 

Educators and Providers receive training to 
implement a diagnostic screener at key 
entry and transition points. 

Families collaborate with educators to 
complete diagnostic screeners periodically 
and inform practitioners and pediatricians 
when there are concerns. 

Community Entities work in partnership to 
ensure support is provided to the field.  
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Developmental Screening Guidebook 
Step 3: Establish a Developmental Screening, Intervention and 
Referral Process 

You are a valuable resource to your program and the 
children and families! It’s important to develop a 
process to support development where caregivers and 
families feel supported and know what to expect. 

• Implement ongoing child screening
• Invest in Ages and Stages Questionnaires®
• Train staff
• Purchase any needed materials
• Dedicate time for family-teacher discussions 

about their observations

https://agesandstages.com/asq-online/?gclid=CjwKCAiA-f78BRBbEiwATKRRBC-YqOx1c1W2FCjeSzxVOA_pTxKMLsX0rgEJYs7xOTWPPMx-OqDfnxoCBHIQAvD_BwE
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Developmental Screening Guidebook 
Step 3: Establish a Developmental Screening, Intervention and 
Referral Process 

The American Academy of Pediatrics 
(AAP) recommends developmental 
screening for general development, 
autism and maternal depression at 
specific well-visits, as well as for 
social-emotional development and 
social determinants of health at regular 
intervals. 

The recommended guidelines can be 
used to determine when to screen and 
which instruments to use for each 
domain of screening. 
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Developmental Screening Guidebook 
Step 4: Support Families in Children’s Developmental 
Progress 

Children’s development is best 
supported when adults who care for 
them work as a team. It is important 
that the lines of communication 
among all members of the team are 
open and ongoing in order to share 
information on how a child is 
progressing, whether there are 
concerns, and how those concerns 
should be addressed. 

Educators and Providers develop a 
communication system for ongoing 
communication with families and caregivers and 
address concerns in a collaborative approach. 

Families know their rights to ensure what is best 
for their child’s Individualized Education Plan (IEP). 

Community Entities work in partnerships to 
ensure support is provided to the field. 
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Developmental Screening Guidebook 
Step 4: Support Families in Children’s Developmental 
Progress 
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Next Steps 

• Familiarize with the steps and resources outlined in the Developmental Screening 
Guidebook. 

• Share the companion resource, Early Childhood Transition Process, with caregivers and 
families. 

• Contact your lead agency network to obtain customized Learn the Signs. Act Early 
milestone checklists and brochures.  

• Reach out to brittany.braun@la.gov with additional questions. 

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/early-childhood-developmental-screenings-guidebook.pdf
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/early-childhood-developmental-screenings-guidebook.pdf
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/early-childhood-transition-process.pdf?sfvrsn=e45a5e21_9
https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/actearly/index.html
mailto:brittany.braun@la.gov
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Thank You! 


