
 

 

 

Jill Cowart 
Assistant Superintendent of Academic Content 
Louisiana Department of Education 

 
Jill Cowart currently serves as the Assistant Superintendent of Academic 
Content for the Louisiana Department of Education, helping to ensure 
Louisiana’s academic vision is being executed in classrooms daily. In this 
role, Jill leads the development and implementation of content standards, 
primarily focusing on helping educators create coherent systems with high 
quality curriculum, limited yet informative assessments, and aligned 
professional development. Jill is currently working on a number of 
innovative projects such as implementing STEM pathways for high school 
students, partnering with local and national organizations to develop 

quality curriculum, and implementing curriculum-aligned remediation tools for struggling 
students.   
 
With three kids of her own in the public school system, Jill understands the importance of a 
quality public school education and works to help make that a reality for every student in 
Louisiana. As a teacher, school administrator, and now state level leader, Jill has spent her 
career working with Louisiana students and educators.  She earned a B.A. in Education from 
Southeastern Louisiana University and a M.A. in Curriculum and Instruction from Louisiana State 
University. 

 
 
 
 
Contact Information 
 
Jill Cowart, Assistant Superintendent  
Louisiana Department of Education 
Office of Academic Content 
Jill.Cowart@la.gov 
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Mr. Spencer Kiper, M.Ed., M.A. 
2019 Teacher of the Year 

 
 

Mr. Spencer Kiper, M.Ed., M.A. is a regional and global STEM education advocate who believes 
in empowering students through culturally-enriched and industry-based connections. His 
investment in the Whole Child Approach is bolstered by his background rooted in liberal arts, 
technology, and science education. As a STEM enrichment educator, Spencer’s efforts to build 
a pipeline for STEM and Career/Technical Education have resulted in a STEM Lab that enriches 
the lives of over one-hundred students each year. Spencer’s reach resonates deep within his 
community in Northwest Louisiana and extends far outside of his classroom, impacting 
education on a global scale. His work as a Professional Development Specialist for the U.S. Space 
& Rocket Center and STEM Revolution has impacted the practice of educators from over thirty 
different countries. Spencer is passionate about sharing innovative practices, and has presented 
regional and nationally on topics that build innovative educational technology and STEM 
education capacities in other educators. With advanced degrees in educational technology, 
cyber education, and educational leadership, Spencer works to impact the teacher pipeline in 
his region by serving as an adjunct professor and school partner to the teacher preparation and 
alternative certification programs at Louisiana State University in Shreveport. 
 
 
Contact Information 
 
Spencer Kiper, M.Ed., M.A. 
2019 Teacher of the Year 
318-470-3341  
Spencer.kiper@bossierschools.org 
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Andrew Ganucheau 
Director 
Louisiana Center for Afterschool Learning 

 
 
Andrew Ganucheau is the Director of the Louisiana Center for Afterschool Learning. Andrew 
has over 12 years of experience working in the afterschool communities of Illinois, Louisiana 
and Pennsylvania. Before coming to LACAL, Andrew coordinated afterschool initiatives for three 
years at the Center for Prevention of Abuse in Peoria, Illinois. He was also the creator of the 
Mind over Muscle program, an afterschool program focused on improving academic 
and behavior success. In 2007, he received the Clyde Smith Scholarship from Bradley University 
for his work. A graduate of the Louisiana State University, Andrew also holds a Master’s degree 
in Human Development Counseling from Bradley University. 
 
 
Contact Information 
 
Andrew Ganucheau 
Louisiana Center for Afterschool Learning 
225-383-3844  
ganawhat@gmail.com  
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Ginger Merritt 
Generation Ready 

 
 

Ginger Merritt is the Louisiana State Director for Generation Ready. Generation Ready supports 
teachers and leaders with professional development and needs assessments including day 
school and after school programs. She served as the Region 8 Service Center Director for 16 
years. She has also served as the Associate Director of Housing for Ole Miss University and 
Director of Housing for Louisiana Tech University.  Ginger experience as an Educator includes: 
Assistant Principal Bossier Parish, Curriculum Coordinator Bossier Parish, K-8 Elementary 
Teacher, ELL Teacher, Adjunct Professor for ULM, Louisiana Tech, and Ole Miss. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Information 
 
Ginger Merritt 
Generation Ready 
(318) 614 4224 
ginger.merritt@generationready.com  
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Lisa Cheek 
Generation Ready 

 
 

Lisa Cheek is a Generation Ready Consultant. Lisa support schools as a Literacy and Leadership 
consultant. Additionally, Lisa has expertise in coordinating day and after school audits. She has 
served as a Federal Programs Director. She facilitated the School Turn Around Training in 
Virginia. Lisa served as a classroom teacher for many years. She was a Principal and was 
nominated as a Finalist for State Principal of the Year! Additionally, she served as the LELI and 
LPI mentor for Louisiana Department of Education (LDOE). 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Information 
 
Lisa Cheek 
Generation Ready 
(318) 614 4224 
lisa.cheek@generationready.com  

mailto:lisa.cheek@generationready.com


 

 

 

Tasha Pulley Anthony 
Supervisor Consolidated Monitoring 
Louisiana Department of Education 

 
 

Tasha Pulley Anthony is the Supervisor of Consolidated Monitoring at the Louisiana Department 
of Education. She completed her bachelor’s degree in Physics and master’s degree in Curriculum 
and Instruction at Xavier University of Louisiana. She taught all sciences at McDonogh #35 High 
School in New Orleans and Robert E. Lee and McKinley High Schools in Baton Rouge. She has 
worked in Accountability, School Improvement, and Federal Programs. In the past, she has 
served as Security Coordinator for most of the 21st Century Community Learning Center private 
providers. Tasha enjoys dancing and spending time with her three teenaged boys. They are her 
first job and keep her very busy.  
 
 
 
 
Contact Information 
 
Tasha Pulley Anthony 
Louisiana Department of Education 
225-342-3645 
Tasha.anothony@la.gov  
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Patricia “Pat” Doucet 
Education Program Consultant 
Louisiana Department of Education 

 

 
 

Patricia “Pat” Doucet was born and  raised in “Cajun Country” (Lafourche Parish) and her French 
accent is very noticeable in her dialogue. Her parents and grandparents spoke mostly french to 
her and her siblings. Her mother was an elementary teacher of 40 years and her  father worked 
in the oilfield untill he died at the young age of 50.  Growing up there were only two places you 
went to and they were “Church and School”. Living within a half a mile from her house was 
Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Cut Off, LA.  According to Pat, “the family looks like they stayed 
at church!” As far as school was concerned, with our mother being a teacher, the teacher was 
always right!”  So Pat was raised in a strict but loving envirnoment surrounded by family, friends 
and God. Did I mentioned that she has 50 first cousins! 
 
Believing that Louisiana kids are just as smart and bright as their peers in other parts of the 
United States, Pat has dedicated her life to the teaching of Louisiana’s children. She has been in 
the education business for 45 years. She went to Nicholls State University and received her 
Bachelor’s Degree in Elementary Education and a Master’s Degree + 30 in Admininstration. 
 
Contact Information  
 
Pat Doucet 
Louisiana Department of Education 
225-342-9561 
Pat.doucet@la.gov 
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Angela Denise Miles 
Education Program Consultant 
Louisiana Department of Education 

 
 

Angela Denise Miles joined the Louisiana Department of Education in 2007. Through her time 
with the Department, Ms. Miles has worked diligently with Local Educational Agencies (LEAs) 
and Community Based Organizations (CBO) to provide quality afterschool programs for 
Louisiana’s children. 
 
Ms. Miles realized the importance for children to be in a safe and academically stimulating 
environment during her time serving as Community Liaison and Vice-President of Parental 
Involvement Committee for Cenla Community Action Committee, Inc. Head Start Program. 
Since working at the Department, she has worked in the area of Federal Programs by providing 
on going technical assistance and good customer service to LEAs and Charter Schools regarding 
any questions or concerns about federal program monitoring compliance, eGrant reviews and 
approvals, comparability reporting, etc. 
 
Currently, Ms. Miles is working in the Office of Program Monitoring along with other colleagues 
formerly known as the “Seven from Heaven”.  She is the lead contact for the 21st Century 
Community Learning Centers (21st CCLC) and Striving Readers Comprehensive Literacy (SRCL) 
working to ensure the programs are compliant and meeting fiscal assurance requirements of 
the United States Department of Education (USDOE). 
 
 
 
 
Contact Information  
 
Angela Miles 
Louisiana Department of Education 
225-342-3674  
Angela.miles@la.gov    
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Stephen Guccione 
Education Program Consultant 
Louisiana Department of Education 

 
 

Stephen Guccione serves as an Education Program Consultant within the Healthy Communities 
Section in LDOE. He joined this team in Spring 2017 to lead child health initiatives. He currently 
is the Project Director for The Healthy Schools Community Project, a CDC grant that will help to 
improve student health and academic achievement through nutrition, physical activity and the 
management of chronic conditions in schools. In addition, to The Healthy Schools Community 
Project, he is responsible for ensuring implementation of the physical education and health 
standards in schools, providing professional development, sustain a statewide school healthy 
advisor council (LA SHAC) to assist LEAs, school and organizations with implementation of school 
health and wellness policies. Prior to joining LDOE, Stephen taught elementary physical 
education for 10 years. He was a high school football and baseball coach for 15 years. Stephen 
holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Kinesiology- emphasizing in K-12 Physical Education from 
Western State Colorado and a Master of Arts Degree in Education Leadership and Policy Studies 
from University of Northern Colorado. 
 
 
 
 
Contact Information  
 
Stephen Guccione 
Louisiana Department of Education 
225-342-1870 
Stephen.guccione@la.gov   
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Emily Pineda 
Early Childhood and School Health Manager 
Louisiana Department of Health 

 
 

Emily Pineda lives in New Orleans and is the Early Childhood and School Health Manager for 
the Louisiana Department of Health with Well-Ahead Louisiana. She works to promote the 
health and well-being of infants, children and adolescents. Prior to this role, she served as the 
Healthy Eating & Active Living Coordinator for the South Carolina Department of Health and 
Recreation Coordinator for the DC Parks and Recreation Department. Emily holds a M.S. in 
Physical Activity Promotion and a B.S. in Health and Wellness Promotion. In her spare time, 
she is volunteers as a youth running coach! 
 
 
 
Contact Information 
 
Emily Pineda 
Louisiana Department of Health 
504-568-2879 
Emily.pineda@la.gov 
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