MEMORANDUM

[bookmark: _GoBack]From: Jolan Jolivette, Special Assistant
Re: 2020 Louisiana Census
The 2020 Census is upon us, and it the largest operational undertaking in the country with the goal of obtaining a complete, accurate count of the population. The 2020 Census will determine the federal funds and political representation which will have a lasting impact for the rest of the decade. This is the first time in U.S. history people have the option to respond to the census online. [image: C:\Users\jolivettej\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Word\CENSUS_B_008.jpg]
Process Overview - The Census Bureau has delivered invitations by mail or by hand to every household in Louisiana during mid-March. By April 1, Census Day, all homes should have received an invitation. From August through September 30th, Census Takers will visit homes that have not yet responded to the Census. The Census divides its work between in states between Partnership and Operational branches. Partnership works with Local and State Complete Count Committees, and Operational oversees the count itself, including recruiting Census Takers who will engage in non-response follow-up (hand counting).
Federal Funds - In FY 2016, Louisiana received nearly $14.5 billion in federal funds guided by 2010 Census derived data. For the next 10 years, the federal government will rely on the collected 2020 census data to help guide distribution of approximately $1.5 trillion in annual spending across 316 federal programs. These programs include, among many, many others: Medicaid, direct student loans, highway construction grants, low income tax credits and loans, and even adoption assistance programs. However, there are a few programs that rely on census numbers to guide funds all the way to the local level. These programs include:
· Title I Grants to Local Education Agencies, which provide financial assistance to schools and school districts with high numbers or high percentages of children from low-income families to help ensure that all children meet state academic standards.
· Community Development Block Grants Entitlement Program, which provides annual grants to cities and counties with sufficient populations (over 50,000 for cities and over 200,000 for counties) to help provide decent housing and suitable living conditions, and to expand economic opportunities, primarily for people with low and moderate income.
· Workforce Innovation Opportunity Act Programs for Dislocated Workers, Adults, and Youths, which provide financial support for employment and training services including job searching, career counseling, placement assistance, and relocation assistance for three separate target groups: dislocated workers (those terminated or laid off and unlikely to return to previous industry), adults, and youths.

Redistricting - Census data is also used for apportionment of Congressional seats and redistricting. Currently, Louisiana is projected to record a 2.4% population growth from 2010. Based on this projection, Louisiana is not expected to lose or gain a Congressional seat.
Hard-to-Count Population - Over a quarter (25.5%) of Louisiana’s population is “hard to count,” meaning they did not self-respond to the 2010 Census. Hard-to-count groups tend to be young children, racial and ethnic minorities, rural residents, low-income, and people experiencing homelessness. Roughly 35% of Louisiana’s population lives in hard to count neighborhoods, and the Urban Institute estimates that up to 62,300 residents could be undercounted in 2020. 
Online Option - For the first time in Census history, people will be able to respond online at my2020census.gov. 23.6% of Louisiana residents do not have access to high-speed internet, reducing the likelihood that they will respond online. People will be able to respond anytime and anywhere, even without their unique household ID sent in the mail. For example, residents could respond to the census at local libraries, community centers, or places of worship.
Job Opportunities - The Census Bureau, through its four Area Census Offices, plans to hire roughly 13,000 people between January and July. Census Taker positions (the bulk of the hires) pay between $14.00 and $20.00 per hour depending on the region. This presents an opportunity for thousands of Louisiana residents to find well-paying, temporary jobs that will not impact their benefit eligibility with DCFS. 

Current State Strategy and Activities
Executive Order No. JBE 2019-22 established the Louisiana Complete Count Committee (LCCC) with the charge of working with the U.S. Census Bureau and other in-state Complete Count Committees to ensure high levels of participation and a complete, accurate count of Louisiana’s residents. At its first meeting on February 18, 2020, the LCCC should commit to statewide messaging and branding. Working with Lamar Advertising Company, we have created a Louisiana Counts Census logo and have a statewide campaign blasts promoting the 2020 Census. Due to COVID-19, many outreach efforts that would have happen in large event or community settings has allowed us to be more innovative in how we promote the census and encourage response. Talking about the 2020 Census on radio, zoom conferences/calls, and webinars has allowed us to provide updated and accurate information to community and faith leaders. Recently Louisiana was highlighted nationally within the Census Bureau for its participation in a zoom conference call promoting the 2020 Census hosted by 100 Black Women. Louisiana will have its own Louisana Census Day on August 26th, 2020, to help increase responses for the 2020 Census.
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2020 Census Talking Points 
•	“Participating in the 2020 Census is a civic duty and good for your community.” The very first responsibility of the federal government under the U.S. Constitution is a count of all persons living in the United States to allocate seats in the U.S. House of Representatives among the states. But your participation in the census impacts a much broader range of decisions, from how legislative districts at all levels of government are drawn, to where roads and transit are built in the future, to how more than $800 billion in federal funding is distributed annually across the country.

•	“There are multiple ways to be counted in the 2020 Census.” In mid-March 2020 most addresses in the United States will receive a postcard with instructions to participate online at my2020census.gov, but you will also have the option to respond via phone(844.330.2020) or mail. From August to September 30th, Census Bureau employees will follow up in-person at addresses that have not yet been counted.

•	“Your personally identifiable information (PII) is protected by law and cannot be shared outside of the Census Bureau.” Census Bureau employees are sworn to uphold the confidentiality of your data for life. Your responses can only be used to produce statistical information, and your personal information cannot be seen or used by other government agencies or the courts. Title 13 of the U.S. Code imposes steep penalties for anyone who shares personally identifiable information (PII).

•	“Data security is the highest priority for the Census Bureau and extensive protections are in place to protect the integrity of the 2020 Census.” Online responses are secured by multiple layers of encryption and isolated from online access as soon as you hit submit. And by working with the federal intelligence community and private industry, the Census Bureau can quickly identify and respond to any external threats to its databases.

•	“English language proficiency is not required to participate in the 2020 Census.” The complete online census questionnaire will be available in twelve languages other than English. Telephone responses will be accepted in the same additional 12 languages. Paper forms will be printed in English and Spanish. Language guides and glossaries will be available in 59 non-English languages, plus Braille.

•	“If you don’t have access to the internet in your home, you can still be counted.” The online questionnaire can be completed on a smartphone and desktop internet kiosks may be available at local post offices, libraries and other community centers. Households identified as having limited internet access and households that do not respond to initial census mailings will also be given the opportunity to complete the census through the traditional paper questionnaire. A telephone response option will also be available for the first time. 
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