
Early Literacy Assessment Guide:  
A Planning Tool for Instruction	  



Session	  Outcomes	  
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Iden/fy	  what	  students	  need	  to	  know	  and	  be	  able	  to	  do	  to	  be	  
successful	  readers	  and	  writers.	  
	  
Discuss	  the	  characteris/cs	  of	  a	  quality	  early	  literacy	  assessment	  
system.	  
	  
Determine	  what	  changes	  need	  to	  take	  place	  to	  improve	  K-‐3	  
literacy	  assessment	  prac/ces.	  
	  



Ac/vity:	  K-‐3	  Literacy	  Skills	  
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K	   First	   Second	  
BOY	   EOY	   BOY	   EOY	   BOY	   EOY	  

What	  skills	  should	  students	  master?	  



K–3	  Literacy	  Assessment	  

•  Reading	  and	  wri/ng	  about	  quality	  texts	  is	  an	  important	  outcome	  that	  begins	  in	  
Kindergarten.	  	  

•  The	  goal,	  for	  all	  children,	  is	  comprehension	  of	  text.	  	  

•  One	  way	  to	  determine	  this	  is	  through	  the	  use	  of	  the	  unit	  assessment	  tasks	  from	  the
	  ELA	  guidebooks	  or	  PARCC	  ELA	  forma/ve	  assessment	  tasks.	  	  

•  However,	  to	  become	  proficient	  readers	  with	  the	  capacity	  to	  comprehend	  text	  across	  a	  
range	  of	  disciplines,	  children	  must	  develop	  strong	  founda8onal	  skills	  (e.g.,	  
phonological	  awareness,	  phonics,	  fluency).	  

•  We	  administer	  screening	  assessments	  at	  the	  beginning	  of	  the	  school	  year	  in	  grades	  
K-‐3	  to	  determine	  which	  students	  may	  need	  help	  with	  specific	  founda/onal	  skills	  (and	  
to	  meet	  BESE	  policy	  and	  legisla/ve	  requirements).	  

•  If	  students	  do	  not	  meet	  expecta/ons	  on	  a	  screening	  assessment,	  the	  use	  of	  addi/onal	  
assessments	  to	  gather	  more	  informa/on	  or	  to	  determine	  specific	  weaknesses	  may	  be	  
necessary.	  



Ac/vity:	  Quali/es	  of	  Early	  Literacy	  Assessments	  

How	  do	  you	  currently	  measure	  children’s	  early	  literacy	  
development	  ?	  



2016-‐2017	  K–3	  Literacy	  Assessment	  
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2015-‐2016	   2016-‐2017	  
Assessment	   DIBELS	  Next	   Assessment	  op/ons	  for	  kindergarten	  

and	  grades	  1–3	  

Waiver	   DIBELS	  Next	  Waiver	  Applica/on	  
	  
For	  districts	  interested	  in	  
administering	  a	  DIBELS	  alternate	  
assessment	  

K–3	  Assessment	  Waiver	  
	  

For	  districts	  interested	  in	  administering	  an	  
assessment	  not	  included	  in	  the	  list	  of	  
approved	  K–3	  literacy	  assessments	  

Assessment	  
Schedule	  

Fall,	  Winter,	  Spring	  Administra/on	   Fall	  administra/on	  required	  
Addi/onal	  administra/ons	  op/onal	  

Repor/ng	   Fall	  
Winter	  
Spring	  	  

Fall	  

The	  department	  proposed	  modifica/ons	  to	  K–3	  literacy	  assessment	  administra/on.	  	  
	  
BESE	  approved	  these	  changes..	  	  



Approved	  K–3	  Literacy	  Screeners	  

LEAs	  are	  required	  to	  administer	  one	  of	  the	  following	  screening	  assessments	  at	  each	  
grade	  and	  report	  results	  by	  September	  30	  (unless	  a	  waiver	  was	  approved	  to	  use	  a	  
different	  assessment	  or	  a	  waiver	  was	  approved	  for	  a	  repor/ng	  extension).	  

	  
	  

Grade	  	   Kindergarten	   1st	  Grade	   2nd	  Grade	   3rd	  Grade	  

Skills	   Phonological	  
Awareness	  

Phonics	  
	  

Oral	  Reading	  
Fluency	  

Comprehension	  
	  

Approved	  
Assessments	  

•  DIBELS	  Next	  First	  
Sound	  Fluency	  

•  iSTEEP	  Ini/al	  
Sound	  Fluency	  

•  Fountas	  &	  Pinnell	  
Ini/al	  Sounds	  

•  STEP	  Phonemic	  
Awareness	  First	  
Sounds	  	  

•  DIBELS	  Next	  
Nonsense	  	  Word	  
Fluency-‐CLS	  

•  iSTEEP	  Nonsense	  
Word	  Fluency	  

•  easyCBM	  Word	  
Reading	  Fluency	  

•  Fountas	  &	  Pinnell	  
Phonograms	  

•  STEP	  Reading	  
Record	  

•  TOWRE	  
•  WRET	  	  

•  DIBELS	  Next	  
Oral	  Reading	  
Fluency	  
(Passage	  1	  only)	  

•  iSTEEP	  Oral	  
Reading	  Fluency	  

•  Fountas	  &	  
Pinnell	  Oral	  
Reading	  Rate	  	  

•  STEP	  Reading	  
Rate/Fluency	  	  

•  DIBELS	  Next	  
Retell	  	  (Passage	  1	  
only)	  

•  iSTEEP	  Advanced	  
Literacy	  Fountas	  
&	  Pinnell	  
Comprehension	  

•  STAR	  Reading	  
•  STEP	  

Comprehension	  
•  SRI/HMH	  RI	  



K–3	  Literacy	  Assessment	  Schedule	  

Districts	  that	  were	  interested	  in	  administering	  an	  alternate	  assessment	  were	  invited	  to	  submit	  
a	  waiver	  applica/on	  by	  April	  19.	  The	  department	  reviewed	  applica/ons	  and	  contacted	  districts	  
with	  the	  status	  of	  their	  waiver	  requests.	  
	  

All	  districts,	  including	  districts	  approved	  to	  use	  an	  alternate	  assessment,	  must	  adhere	  to	  the	  
assessment	  schedule	  below.	  

K–3	  Literacy	  Assessment	  Schedule	  

K–3	  	  
Literacy	  

Assessment	  
Collec/on	  

Beginning	  of	  the	  K–
3	  	  Literacy	  
Assessment	  
Window	  

Length	  of	  the	  
K–3	  	  Literacy	  
Assessment	  
Window	  

Timeline	  for	  
Repor/ng	  K–3	  
Assessment	  
Data	  to	  the	  

LDOE	  

K–3	  	  Literacy	  
Assessment	  	  
Results	  

Repor/ng	  
Deadline	  

Fall	  2016	   1	  week	  ader	  the	  
star/ng	  date	  of	  

school	  

Three	  weeks	  or	  
15	  school	  days	  

Within	  two	  
weeks	  ader	  the	  
assessment	  
period	  ends	  

September	  30,	  
2016	  



K–3	  Literacy	  Assessment	  Repor/ng	  
and	  DIBELS	  Repor/ng	  

All	  LEAs	  
•  All	  LEAs	  are	  required	  to	  report	  K–3	  assessment	  beginning	  of	  the	  year	  results	  by	  Sept.	  30,	  
2016,	  using	  the	  form	  located	  in	  the	  Assessment	  Library.	  	  

	  
DIBELS	  Scores	  and	  Levels	  
•  Kindergarten:	  First	  Sound	  Fluency	  score	  	  

	  <10	  =	  below	  level,	  10-‐29	  =	  on	  level,	  30+	  =	  above	  level	  
•  First	  Grade:	  Nonsense	  Word	  Fluency-‐Correct	  Lejer	  Sounds	  score	  

	  <27	  =	  below	  level,	  27-‐42	  =	  on	  level,	  43+	  =	  above	  level	  
•  Second	  Grade:	  Oral	  Reading	  Fluency-‐Words	  Correct	  score	  

	  <52	  =	  below	  level,	  52-‐71	  =	  on	  level,	  72+	  =	  above	  level	  
•  Third	  Grade:	  Retell	  score	  

	  <20	  =	  below	  level,	  20-‐25	  =	  on	  level,	  26+	  =	  above	  level	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



K-‐3	  Literacy	  Assessment	  Guidance	  

Discuss	  Assessment	  Guidance	  sec/ons	  	  
(screening,	  diagnos/c,	  and	  benchmark)	  	  



Ac/vity:	  If-‐Then	  Map	  

Use	  the	  If-‐Then	  Map	  handout	  to	  determine	  instruc/onal	  
needs	  of	  children	  based	  on	  screening	  assessment	  data	  

scenarios.	  





Reflec/on	  

What	  will	  you	  do	  differently	  as	  a	  result	  of	  the	  	  
Assessment	  Guidance	  and	  this	  session?	  	  


