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K-3 LITERACY ASSESSMENT GUIDANCE
Reading and writing about quality texts is an important outcome that begins in Kindergarten. The goal, for all children, is comprehension of text, not mastery of a skill or 
strategy. One way to determine this is through the use of the unit assessment tasks from the ELA guidebooks or PARCC ELA formative assessment tasks. If students are not 
able to meet these expectations, then use of additional assessments to gather more information or to determine specific weaknesses may be appropriate.

Like the ELA guidebook unit assessment tasks and PARCC ELA formative assessment tasks, high-quality published literacy assessments share similar characteristics. First, they 
measure what is most important for students to learn at each grade level. Second, they connect to high-quality curriculum and day-to-day learning. Third, they identify which 
students are not learning what they need to meet grade level norms and may need additional investigation to identify next steps for support. The tables that follow feature K-3 
published reading assessments that have been piloted in Louisiana schools and meet this criteria. These assessments have also been field-tested to ensure validity and reliability.

Table 1

Screening Assessments

(Required to administer and  
report results in the fall only)

• Determine which students are at risk for experiencing reading difficulties

• Can be used for universal screening, dyslexia screening, and fall legislative and BESE screening 
requirements

Tables 2-5
Diagnostic Assessments

(Optional)

• Administered only when there is a clear expectation that they will offer new, or more reliable, information 
about a child’s difficulties that can be used to help plan more powerful literacy instruction

Table 6
Benchmark Assessments 

(Optional)

• Measure what children must learn at each grade level to become successful readers and writers

• Provide information on whether students are on track to meet end-of-year grade-level literacy goals

It should be noted that these assessments primarily measure students’ foundational skills and that these skills are not an end in and of themselves. Good readers will need much 
less practice with these concepts than struggling readers will. The point is to teach students what they need to learn and not what they already know—to discern when particular 
children warrant more or less attention. Beginning with the unit assessment tasks in ELA guidebooks or PARCC ELA formative assessment tasks is an ideal approach.

ASSESSMENTS

DSA Developmental Spelling Assessment by Kathy Ganske

DIBELS Dynamic Indicators of Basic Literacy Skills

easyCBM Easy Curriculum Based Measures

iSTEEP System to Enhance Educational Performance

SRI/HMH RI Scholastic Reading Inventory/Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Reading Inventory

STAR STAR Reading

STEP Strategic Testing and Evaluation of Progress

TOWRE Test of Word Reading Efficiency

WRET Word Reading Efficiency Test
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TABLE 1: RECOMMENDED SCREENING ASSESSMENTS (REQUIRED)

Districts can choose ONE of the options listed for each grade level to meet fall reporting requirements. Districts must apply for a waiver and receive approval to use an 
assessment that is not on the list.

GRADE/
SKILLS

K (PHONOLOGICAL 
AWARENESS) 1 (PHONICS) 2 (ORAL READING FLUENCY) 3 (COMPREHENSION)

Assessment

• DIBELS Next First Sound Fluency

• iSTEEP Initial Sound Fluency

• Fountas & Pinnell Initial Sounds

• STEP Phonemic Awareness First 
Sounds

• DIBELS Next Nonsense  Word 
Fluency-CLS

• iSTEEP Nonsense Word Fluency

• easyCBM Word Reading Fluency

• Fountas & Pinnell Phonograms

• STEP Reading Record

• TOWRE

• WRET

• DIBELS Next Oral Reading 
Fluency (Passage 1 only)

• iSTEEP Oral Reading Fluency

• Fountas & Pinnell Oral Reading 
Rate

• STEP Reading Rate/Fluency

• DIBELS Next Retell  (Passage 1 
only)

• iSTEEP Advanced Literacy 
(computer-based)

• Fountas & Pinnell 
Comprehension

• STAR Reading (computer-based)

• STEP Comprehension

• SRI/HMH RI (computer-based)

TABLE 2: RECOMMENDED DIAGNOSTIC ASSESSMENTS FOR MEASURING KINDERGARTEN LITERACY SKILLS (OPTIONAL)

ASSESSMENT
GRADE LEVEL SKILLS ADMINISTRATION

LETTER 
NAMES

LETTER 
SOUNDS

PHONEME 
SEGMENTATION

PHONICS COMPREHENSION SPELLING
COMPUTER 

(GROUP)
PAPER/PENCIL 
(INDIVIDUAL)

DIBELS Next ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿
easyCBM ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿
Fountas and Pinnell ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿
iSTEEP ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿
Quick Phonics Screener ¿ ¿
STEP ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿
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TABLE 3: RECOMMENDED DIAGNOSTIC ASSESSMENTS FOR MEASURING FIRST GRADE LITERACY SKILLS (OPTIONAL)

ASSESSMENT
GRADE LEVEL SKILLS ADMINISTRATION

PHONEME 
SEGMENTATION PHONICS FLUENCY COMPREHENSION SPELLING/

WRITING
COMPUTER 

(GROUP)
PAPER/PENCIL 
(INDIVIDUAL)

DSA ¿ ¿ ¿
DIBELS Next ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿
easyCBM ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿
Fountas and Pinnell ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿
iSTEEP ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿
Quick Phonics Screener ¿ ¿
STEP ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿
TOWRE ¿ ¿
WRET ¿ ¿
Yopp-Singer ¿ ¿

TABLE 4: RECOMMENDED DIAGNOSTIC ASSESSMENTS FOR MEASURING SECOND GRADE LITERACY SKILLS (OPTIONAL)

ASSESSMENT
GRADE LEVEL SKILLS ADMINISTRATION

PHONICS FLUENCY VOCABULARY COMPREHENSION SPELLING/
WRITING

COMPUTER 
(GROUP)

PAPER/PENCIL 
(INDIVIDUAL)

DSA ¿ ¿ ¿
DIBELS Next ¿ ¿ ¿
easyCBM ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿
Fountas and Pinnell ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿
iSTEEP ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿
Quick Phonics Screener ¿ ¿
STEP ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿
TOWRE ¿ ¿
WRET ¿ ¿
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TABLE 5: RECOMMENDED DIAGNOSTIC ASSESSMENTS FOR MEASURING THIRD GRADE READING SKILLS/STANDARDS 
(OPTIONAL)

ASSESSMENT
GRADE LEVEL SKILLS ADMINISTRATION

FLUENCY VOCABULARY COMPREHENSION SPELLING/WRITING COMPUTER 
(GROUP)

PAPER/PENCIL 
(INDIVIDUAL)

DSA ¿ ¿
DIBELS Next ¿ ¿ ¿
easyCBM ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿
Fountas and Pinnell ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿
i-Ready ¿ ¿
iSTEEP ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿
SRI/HMH RI ¿ ¿ ¿
STEP ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿

TABLE 6: RECOMMENDED BENCHMARK ASSESSMENTS  (OPTIONAL)

GRADE KINDERGARTEN GRADES 1-2

Assessment 

• iSTEEP 

• DIBELS Next

• easyCBM

• Fountas & Pinnell

• STEP

• Teaching Strategies GOLD Language and Literacy

• iSTEEP 

• DIBELS Next

• easyCBM

• Fountas & Pinnell

• STEP


