
                                                      May 3, 2016

Superintendent's Message 
 
Dear Colleagues,
 
First please let me congratulate you, your staffs, and your students on yesterday's announcement of 2015 graduation results.
The 2.9 percentage point increase is all the more extraordinary because of the even higher increase of 3.5 percentage points
among African-American students. You can see more detail regarding the results in a presentation listed here.

As a group, we have met twice to discuss the state's transition to Louisiana Student Standards. As we discussed in our last
meeting, the transition is now the subject of legislation, and we understand this legislation is now the subject of an agreement in
principle reached among organizations concerned with schools, students, and educators. The bills comprising the agreement will
be heard this Thursday in the Senate Education Committee.

At this moment in time, we understand the legislative agreement provides for the Louisiana Student Standards to be
implemented in 2016-2017 and for one additional year of statewide transition policies covering that year. This means the overall
distribution of school letter grades in 2017 cannot be below the 2013 distribution. It also means in 2017 state test scores need
not be used in making promotion decisions and value-added data need not be used in educator evaluation determinations. 

To assist with the transition, and in response to our recent discussions, Assistant Superintendent Jessica Baghian will be
hosting small group meetings with superintendents around the state in the weeks to come. The meetings will provide a forum for
discussing both the transition in standards and the competitive procurement of a vendor to provide LEAP 2025 assessments
based on the standards. 

The meetings will also include presentation of a timeline for dialogue and policy development related to the Every Student
Succeeds Act (ESSA). This summer, as Assistant Superintendent Baghian will present, the Department will host stakeholder
meetings with advocates, business leaders, and education leaders related to the new laws and specific academic challenges the
state may seek to solve in responding to the law's requirements. In the fall, the Department will commence a more intensive
series of planning meetings, so that by the spring, the state has a fully vetted plan ready for presentation to the federal
government. 

Our students' results are clear evidence: when we keep our expectations high, more often than not, students respond. The
imminent adoption of Louisiana Student Standards and new federal requirements, as with past initiatives, will be of a benefit to
students if we keep them front of mind throughout the entire process.

As always, thank you for all you do for our children,

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuDS6-2ZuEsZ1mYepnV0fZjp3Mrre1GgpeMx15ekGY1zcK10mWWqWSJ7LTpVhdEtUO1tXW5_4CfFga7bH2oOHPMSWocm1KCTbbSXw2Z1pMFcjFC-CtMYE3OglfnBxrUe54_fJbXVEh8Zx&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuBGxvI7m4GL9jGUl-Kpg9exff41LAnAF91Dz6JZFwnBDKHw9U1_9JBREgCbna_ho4-Xd9uWZNXhofO5y9Vi66AkoW4QKmDTjc_b-Bz3k8sWK1zjGfXcJlhOZ5wd_HThqaVSQmNbfyG5MN5WLG5mxYarnOPCZfirT4q_zC1G8KH5UlbEvgzin8YpFVmESDrD-fVWi1GWMxwiLpsh4nNO-yunvi7RoQLNHN0_Kgd5Ho7dAI3m5SubGUuxWkvftQ5YYUQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuBGxvI7m4GL9g23yVYjKjve6mhb4N0jgzciOYlEC7wam0zwgwEjPxiGnTDYm9akMSdXNaCopUsqunEI4mFtiM3CTvzc4JeMpJXsBCUlqX8C8fqoIFenGXOEw6lHVR26BfE1Ca5rsUmsOnJYbJ9O05pqQVm9iDICFy7i76jBpnAZZM1vbH2qj8mGZxz0BWE6gc4UIWwpdKfw7wryV04Z5edpD4vlOQTUJZEqndpIh7os3IR-Cdjn6Io7g8WGKc3KSH-wOEJwVtTUB&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuBGxvI7m4GL9mNI6GdRS9qJ-Qk76ACWYLY-AUwpzaMC0SNJ8lI8K6erin5t2hm3px4TarsvS-NNKaXoQfEkQC7VyYIpKqZS0by1OAJzlL-uDShIAVR1TU9EcKs_x3BbsIO6QGWzUQVeexRrhGrKxHRbpkjJotGEInLYUiPHbW2hnnsyDH3bOJy36Wmm2GoiXtf2e5lLaquwHrO3ZfiRSgbo=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuMgsmJnQ7nhfwTETg495u4Ov08ls6EJ5hFH2iQ6uoiC1yVAGMp0LdeX7tF2oZlIJY-1um6zvdkf3qFCbzhFG9GHzO-PGqwmQGCdai-O9SOLT06RuU8DaEUBKR79JpAB9B1tDcAenmle-AV3jFwY7F5yWuVdbuIpT4yWKOqEFQrkr7JeIjAave5F0-dluw8M-pUmIczxol4Twm9H_3WEjMe3zSrSSGBDwVyHsWNnIDrYPEUJdRJRxjwNt4cc8-KIkJt58HZS3Hjb8&c=&ch=


John
 
John White
Louisiana Department of Education
Twitter  @LouisianaSupe
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To view the current District Support Calendar, please click here.  

District Support
 
Superintendent's Conference Call 
 

Superintendents are invited to participate in the Superintendents' Conference Call hosted by State Superintendent John White on

Wednesday, May 18, at 10:30 a.m. You may begin dialing into the call 15 minutes in advance.

 

To join the Superintendents' Conference Call on May 18, please see the webinar information below:

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuMgsmJnQ7nhfwTETg495u4Ov08ls6EJ5hFH2iQ6uoiC1yVAGMp0LdeX7tF2oZlIJY-1um6zvdkf3qFCbzhFG9GHzO-PGqwmQGCdai-O9SOLT06RuU8DaEUBKR79JpAB9B1tDcAenmle-AV3jFwY7F5yWuVdbuIpT4yWKOqEFQrkr7JeIjAave5F0-dluw8M-pUmIczxol4Twm9H_3WEjMe3zSrSSGBDwVyHsWNnIDrYPEUJdRJRxjwNt4cc8-KIkJt58HZS3Hjb8&c=&ch=


To join the Superintendents' Conference Call on May 18, please see the webinar information below:

 

Webinar Login Information (*No pre-registration required)

Click here to join the meeting or go to https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/suptscall/

Dial into the Phone Bridge: (866) 818-1223

When prompted, please give the Meeting ID # 1672113

You will need to identify yourself in order to be placed into the meeting  

2016-2017 Teacher Leader Advisor Application
  
Teacher Leader Advisors (TLAs) are a group of exceptional educators from across Louisiana who play an influential role in raising
expectations for students and supporting the success of teachers. The 2016-2017 TLAs will use their robust knowledge of
teaching and learning to review and create the next wave of high-quality instructional materials and training tools that will be used
by thousands of teachers across the state.

 
Becoming a TLA not only allows educators to expand their positive impact by influencing over 750,000 students and over 50,000
Louisiana educators, but it also provides an opportunity to deepen and refine their leadership skills, learn about key priorities and
projects at the Louisiana Department of Education, and develop their understanding of curricula and teacher training.
 
Please encourage exceptional educators in your district to apply by Friday, June 13.
 
Applications: ELA, math, social studies, early childhood
  
EAGLE Update
 
EAGLE will begin transitioning to a new comprehensive assessment-delivery platform that is aligned with the platform currently
used for LEAP assessments. While current EAGLE items will be migrated to the new platform, a small percentage of items may
be realigned or removed to ensure full alignment to the new Louisiana Student Standards.
 
The EAGLE system will be available through June 30. Districts and schools should print and retain hard copies of all
tests before this date, since district- and school-level tests will no longer be available after the transition. EAGLE items
will be available in the new platform in September 2016.
 
Email assessment@la.gov with questions.
  
2016-2017 Early Childhood Education Instructional Support Released 
 
To ensure children are ready to enter school prepared for success, teachers in all early childhood settings need strong and
coordinated curriculum, assessments, and professional development. The Department released guidance to help districts and
community networks work together to ensure quality and continuity in each of these areas across early childhood and early
elementary settings.
 
To further support all early childhood programs-child care, Head Start, and school-based pre-K-in selecting strong curriculum, the
Department is conducting a review of early childhood curricula and will post reviews throughout the spring and summer.
Please contact jill.slack@la.govwith questions.
  
Literacy Grant Released
 
Please share with Grant Coordinators and Curriculum Supervisors.
 
The Department will offer 10 mini-grants for professional development focused on using writing tasks to measure student growth.
The application guidelines can be found here. Applications are due to jill.slack@la.gov by May 10.
 
Please contact jill.slack@la.govwith questions.

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuA0I98JUyekoRZHWw80wy2PS3bZ8mFhoEd8iPlIgJdiii2LabV1HftaMtRj9gRrI3CqM83P14ARFAo1r4BGvqbL2cyJVvKf4c0OV3UrAIdIswC-so-yAWAB6x56MehWAsn6NB6NnQR36fQc-8UsrybfWNvZrvQwHpg==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuA0I98JUyekoRZHWw80wy2PS3bZ8mFhoEd8iPlIgJdiii2LabV1HftaMtRj9gRrI3CqM83P14ARFAo1r4BGvqbL2cyJVvKf4c0OV3UrAIdIswC-so-yAWAB6x56MehWAsn6NB6NnQR36fQc-8UsrybfWNvZrvQwHpg==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuBGxvI7m4GL9hdTGP4Op2x-VVXH4L0SAyqcKd2MGrvBeITRspUJsVt-LcTpWWLDTA4tEB5DkZm-EOSf_5tt3l9JTwB3hPyzDeovQYZwVwGdL15Ij6r5e_bc3VQz3bNm24c1OT6EPk2-foErLuqsxxEnbdHzV1CPRu-NdKFSII2ryYubioRhYK6OXshZ-7eAuns1hv7WyFvZv7h-novrhsEcbKfoU48ox6PPMTz6Wlj0cgiqN1gln9K4_13taF_ARRJK179pzDbXNO143ubZtvJBB2ntzg-Us8w==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuBGxvI7m4GL95UsGBmUWIyNXFQmLzieDFpsEQjU-3RlL8tLRvHFj1A3a1cVHuZyVHNhi_SkpgfVyQk9FdCsTmcn-X3pUKOkIwpIpyJOQVm3kDQLlgb_VuigGFKCyN7Y0CLjdGtzPDIbhBPas80Llpe-CldDDnaS-NkpYQWWXlRDeM1MO1Sb6owiDI82dXV5P5TJxQmwWpIYiJbfE7lU6gWbvDagcvRyo9ETq6HP5lKM__yHSWnGgJuxI9aJm-Nx-uULpA7_x5RKMR7spNNzCh7bohM-feYlFqg==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuBGxvI7m4GL9tsNWkLZU1j7tmGINKVNWYc-nEqMzmw9TMOpxZy_iUGdqTSbm_ca4klRuDO-7P2qXo5LlVKapDMrBo2li0z3U45X-gwUrIpNyX1BW2tB2ybPYduz7bHoBLN5NtguGDOfhtuiY8lx1Lbp9jA2V7nmVU-4vYu7KaNo5FdyF5siCi-4UksS5zWKEjmItP1t-wH5BVPaLJlFjICDCoQUZJeQhyxKOuRmZcEwexeaG8yvzN0MIEv9n0mCScG6HfhNtdB3V9FWwX2rLz9l41tAZURY-7Q==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuBGxvI7m4GL9oco0n98CEYvhTC8nPWVROWV6ZCVOdcGTyJAI91Q04LBHxuRE7sgvrZ8MrdSByeQd6pWmyCHbCiOQsP-wjnc45oNcGLy3O50fLFxKZ7W5vZp0X3Hg_j4p4acbDkdk2sGnOpWtGyRSoo0vVtuHfqdqwXkC_L2tKR_xPBrIOSuU4VZmU8C6mRLGsDWdxd4WKRcgFUTzRuTAjN_-gmXnwZg9qE19AFYoYMVX67mlf_pXESPRsVUYZztwT79uwVg5enK52oov56yH_c_UDdfh8Baz8GtYLXWXj6Ty_5Ss4r4l5AM=&c=&ch=
mailto:assessment@la.gov
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuLfJCqq-m7zrtz7x_BIupLgRgyO5T3A_zxJKfgNWof-O4sZj1MWWgAMEVB6D6OLlnKqfAoyNG6zM0kCv8sd8tCzixlI7xvzfq9-wjnSfWeBAb9dmmmlYbsx0RKnpgw5incaUp32Ul7p0494wYga5akI9PP2A4jrTdGd9hYNpFf6iRdxjKOKjXrGQoPvFX8p1nEL8fC8k9KJN1wV1xw_gUb8mqK4ZKHfq6JUu-SPMJDgj-OhHTMvWaICvfYbUSE2HrrA_tkucWQnSNgsv8Bqkg6PkBcB1OcbyL486i2xKTc_joxygDEQMhAeeOxPgkBWuKPBhesMo1Spv&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuHCpmE8FnMd6_ZpO83wJ10Jlh42rILXCA1TOKHqW5LrO8ehLuYujqkY27DbMQjjNJgKOI99X-K2Jvy5Ajl9c4FM0l2AhYeXqpsAsTBDiSrkDYemyxqJJNI7pcgiHqyQpXGGbh83DTpuI2XoTRGunpYHvHrv-VeGZrBNqcpEvbxR7BkaL89fKNflk_3NJBGZzJ0nhqAM6hXU_n6AWq80N7_DxgM0A30vRJGj5qzEK8tyEOMIBiVtsRz1_lZW94OxK8g==&c=&ch=
mailto:jill.slack@la.gov
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mailto:jill.slack@la.gov


Please contact jill.slack@la.govwith questions.
  

Assessment Preparation
  

Assessment Administration Update

TEST ADMINISTRATION FOR DTCs

Social Studies Field Test:
 Now through May 9: Participating district technology coordinators should prepare for the field test by setting up
the operational Testing Site Manager (TSM) and installing INSIGHT on all testing devices.
 May 9-May 20 is the LEAP Social Studies field test computer-based testadministration window. Participating
school test coordinators should administer the field tests to students in grades 3 through 8.

LEAP Assessments:
Now through May 6, the LEAP ELA and math online administration window continues. School test coordinators in
districts using online assessments should administer the test to students in grades 3 through 8.

EOC
Now through May 20, the EOC administration window continues. School test coordinators should administer EOC
tests to students.

 
ADDITIONAL TOOLS AND RESOURCES

LEAP FAQ and Spring Assessments Resource for Teachers: These documents provide basic facts about the LEAP tests
and links to helpful resources in order to support test coordinators and teachers in understanding what students will
experience on the tests.
LEAP Test Coordinator Manuals and Test Administrator Manuals: These manuals provide LEAP test administration
guidance for test coordinators and administrators. Manuals are available in eDIRECT.
Social Studies Test Coordinator Manuals and Test Administrator Manuals: These manuals provide test
administration guidance for test coordinators and administrators. Manuals are available in eDIRECT.
Social Studies Online Tools Training (OTT): Students and teachers should use the OTT, which includes online training
tools for grades 3 through 8, to become familiar with the INSIGHT testing platform and the online testing tools (e.g.,
highlighter, magnification).
Social Studies Sample Item and Task Sets: Sample item and task sets illustrating how content and claims will be
assessed on the grades 3 through 8 field tests are now available on the Released and Sample Items page.
Office Hours: The Louisiana Department of Education hosts weekly office hours every Thursday from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m.
to answer any questions that teachers, supervisors, test coordinators, and test administrators may have regarding
statewide assessments.

Click here to join the meeting or go to https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/dtc/
Enter the meeting room as a guest and provide your name.
Select the "listen only mode" if joining the meeting via computer or smartphone, or access audio via phone bridge:
(800) 832-0736 / room number: 3423602

 
Please contact assessment@la.gov with any questions.

Assessment and Accountability
  
May Accountability Commission Meeting

Meeting: When/Where:

mailto:jill.slack@la.gov
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuAfScksbgzYdbw3mzNMhgifdfldUrdGHfg7hbSnuy-JtUZv9P2-A7r-zePx1OBCJ118vsOd3wFhcXqOXpI43NjGPh6BKeigPXdIdp6xVdrgXchOplzPaaSj77igf-xFVqEYC6NYQq3Kg8mLqH53PvaUah4LhKhEx8vTG10J3VNngSF_evw15b6gy2jRiAW7I2WjXjuFFXB7Fo2ZwG4y-mf6jJAnXAH6qPTQ7NzmLTU3LcFFrPubm_-I=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuDHsMDWn58D1pUd8HgBu7HUelAXkMMbzFLPixH-KSYe_329b3aYlfTYtUH3v3q1mU5vbRI9kusqL8uKBcWR2QS4eYT-hT37kdUX1SHIZjrqzUSLcMiTJTBP6pI61Cdf61x-il4pr5C88VMfD-3VnEkcDYd9iV-mn0ZZ8s88O1Tzp_hQ9Tf6LgO0enzaAZp70J1jlg8s4v8g7gVFIu8wuDP6GNNtXP7HtbQEOwIePidLvu_7-i125NtiISVFHiiSqpdpJX4myRDON&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuLvJ0ZwuFvsKqx8WbRD7e81BgQU2KapzojE5qpcUI-bN5mUmZ41ADsHRLd1cg50Y02NFI-G5PcXozi2mD3UK161lCwbO91O9yjQtTD1IThXCqtHEIwjEBR9lfvGEDZIwbWcEoxGdm3x5&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuLvJ0ZwuFvsKqx8WbRD7e81BgQU2KapzojE5qpcUI-bN5mUmZ41ADsHRLd1cg50Y02NFI-G5PcXozi2mD3UK161lCwbO91O9yjQtTD1IThXCqtHEIwjEBR9lfvGEDZIwbWcEoxGdm3x5&c=&ch=
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Meeting: When/Where:

 

Accountability Commission: May 6 Meeting
Canceled

 

Please contact assessment@la.gov with any questions.

 

2016 K8 School Performance Score Social Studies Index
 
This year, many students in grades three through eight are participating in a social studies field test that includes new
test items designed to measure the 2011 social studies GLEs. The test scores from the social studies field test will not
be used for accountability purposes.
 
Per policy, the 2016 K8 school performance score (SPS) will include the social studies index from 2013-2014 or 2014-
2015, whichever is higher. As a result, the Department released 2016 K8 SPS Social Studies Index Leacode
files via the FTP on Friday, April 29 so that districts can estimate their 2016 K8 SPS through the use of theupdated
2016 SPS calculator.
 
These files will be available to districts through the release of 2016 school performance scores.
 
Please email assessment@la.gov with questions.

High School Opportunities  
  
2015-2016 NCCER Updates
 
The Department will host a webinar to support NCCER Craft Instructors and NCCER accredited schools in the proper
implementation of NCCER within their schools. The webinar will focus on NCCER instructor trainings and certifications, facility
visits, Form 200 submission and approval.
 
All Career and Technical Education Supervisors and NCCER Instructors are encouraged to participate in the webinar scheduled
for:

 Thursday, May 5 - 10:00 - 10:30 am

Webinar Login Information (*no pre-registration required)

Meeting Name: NCCER Updates 2016
To join the meeting, click https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/nccerupdates2016/

Enter meeting room as a guest and provide your name            

For additional information, please email bryan.bertucci@la.gov.
 
Career and Technical Education (C.A.T.E.) Data System

The C.A.T.E. data system, found here, will open from May 16, 2016 to July 1, 2016 for districts to submit 2015 - 2016 Career
and Technical Education data as required for reporting of Performance Core Indicators to USDOE. A series of webinars will be
provided to give guidance to district and school users regarding required data submission and "new" system functionality.

 The webinars are scheduled for (*No pre-registration required).
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Thursday, May 5, 2016, 1:00 p.m. -  2:00 p.m.
Tuesday, May 10, 2016, 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.  

Webinar Login Information: (*No pre-registration required) 

Meeting Name: C.A.T.E. for Districts / Charters and Schools
Click here to join the meeting or go to https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/catefor2016/
Enter meeting room as a guest and provide your name.

As there is a limit to participants, we recommend sites with more than one participant log in as one user.

For additional information, please email martha.moore@la.gov

Student Planning Guidebook Webinar Series
  
The High School Student Planning Guidebook is a series of short documents showing administrators, counselors, and teachers
how to use key policies, programs, and resources to help both students and schools achieve their goals.
Weekly Guidebook webinars will be held from 3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. on the dates outlined below:

May 5, 2016: Guide Overview & Developing Advanced and Basic College and Workplace Skills
May 12, 2016: Guide Overview & Counseling, Supports, Rewards, Jump Start Web Portal, Alternate Jump Start
Pathways 

Webinar Login Information: (*No pre-registration required)

Click here to join the meeting or go to https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/studentplanningguide/
Enter meeting room as a guest and provide your name
Audio access: (800) 832-0736 / room number: 2834406

 
For additional information, please contact CollegeReadiness@la.gov.  

Data
 
Monthly Data Coordinator Webinar
 
The Department will hold its monthly webinar for LEA managers of SPS, SPC, CUR, SIS, PEP, STS, SER, and AFR on
Thursday, May 5, at 2:00 p.m. Topics will include upcoming deadlines, updates, enhancements, and best practices.
 
Webinar Login Information: (*No pre-registration required) 

Meeting Name: System Data Coordinator Webinar

Click here or go to https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/dcw/
Enter the meeting room as a guest and provide your name.
Select the "listen only mode."

 
The presentation will be posted on the INSIGHT Coordinator's Portal under Monthly DC Webinars by Wednesday, May 4.
 
Please email systemsupport@la.gov with questions.
  
TOPS Processing for 2015-16 High School Graduates

In order for LOSFA to process TOPS awards for 2015-2016 in a timely manner, LEAs should complete data submissions for all
high school graduates in the Student Transcript System (STS) no later than 5:00 p.m. on May 30, 2016.

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuLfJCqq-m7zr9dTPMrb4HQ6BJ876uILlBEP1OUmCFS5OpCMwnkJJhsZrS1vqxYfpy4Z_eC2XFI6yiiHN1KSpfZy1oqG1M0iI7tlwqZ-JCy2mYY9dIlDsdPqA7GzOIRpKEk1Leht2DhyRgx0a-Dx2sKAa_lrYRVVtgw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuLfJCqq-m7zr9dTPMrb4HQ6BJ876uILlBEP1OUmCFS5OpCMwnkJJhsZrS1vqxYfpy4Z_eC2XFI6yiiHN1KSpfZy1oqG1M0iI7tlwqZ-JCy2mYY9dIlDsdPqA7GzOIRpKEk1Leht2DhyRgx0a-Dx2sKAa_lrYRVVtgw==&c=&ch=
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high school graduates in the Student Transcript System (STS) no later than 5:00 p.m. on May 30, 2016.

Please verify graduation requirements are met, ensure all graduate records contain a graduation date, and certify all sites. The
STS system will be reopened as soon as the LOSFA harvest is complete on May 31, 2016, so LEAs can continue to process
remaining students.

For assistance, contact SystemSupport@la.gov.

 

2015 Cohort Graduation Rate Data Released
 
The Department released 2015 cohort graduation rates on Monday, May 2, 2016. State and district-level data can be found here.
Click here to view the media briefing also held on Monday.
 
The Department will release district-, school-, and student-level rosters in the FTP on Friday, May 6. Detailed information can be
found in the Data section of this newsletter.
 
Please email assessment@la.gov with questions.
 

Files Available on the FTP
Currently Available:

2016 Social Studies Index: The Department released the data file2016 K8 SPS Social Studies Index LEAcode for each
LEA and charter site via Data Management FTP on April 29. Files will be available on the FTP through the release of 2016
school performance scores.

Coming Soon:

2015 Cohort Graduation Rate District Rosters: The Department will post two graduation cohort roster files in the secure
FTP folder named 2015 Cohort Review this Friday, May 6 as listed below:

1)     2015 Cohort District and School Graduation Rates: District and school level graduation rates with the file named
2015_Cohort Graduation Rates_by_District_and_School_LEAcode
 
2)     Final Student-level Cohort Rosters: Rosters list all students who are included in the calculation of graduation
rates with changes requested and approved through the data certification process. The file name for the rosters is 2015
Cohort_Student_Level_File_Final_LEAcode

 
Files will be available on the FTP through June 30.  

Quarterly Home Study Reports: The Quarterly Home Study Reports for April 2016 will be provided via FTP during the

week of May 1 and will remain on the FTP until early June. A zipped file named,
"LEACode_LEA_April2016QuarterlyHomeStudy," will be available on the Data Management FTP site (with usernames
ending in @datamgmt).

 
For FTP issues, contact SystemSupport@la.gov. For questions about the files, contact Assessment@la.gov.

Finance
 
FY2015-16 Projected Local Revenue Data
 
Please forward to business managers and superintendents of city/parish school systems.
 
In order to complete the FY2016-17 MFP calculations for charter schools, projected FY2015-16 local revenue data (and
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In order to complete the FY2016-17 MFP calculations for charter schools, projected FY2015-16 local revenue data (and
expenditures related to the collection of the revenue) must be submitted to the Department by each city/parish school
district. The FY2015-16 local revenue data is being collected through the LEADS portal using the same process as was
used last year. Step by step instructions for submitting your data through LEADS are provided here.  A list of the
required keypunch codes is provided here.  Submit this data no later than Friday, May 20, 2015. The LEADS portal is
currently open and will remain open through Friday, May 20.
 
If you have any questions or need further information, please contact Melanie Ruiz at 225-342-0180, or via e-

mail at melanie.ruiz@la.gov.

  
Retention Stipends for Foreign Associate Teachers and Escadrille Louisiane Graduates
 

Please forward to business managers and financial officials of public school districts and charter schools.

 

Funding of Retention Stipends for second and third year Foreign Associate Teachers and Escadrille Louisiane Graduates is

provided in the Minimum Foundation Program (MFP) for FY2015-16. 

Payments for the second and third year retention stipends provided here will be transferred to LEAs by Friday, May 6.

LEAs must pay the applicable Foreign Associate Teachers and Escadrille Louisianne Graduates $4,000 during the last

two weeks of May 2016.

 For questions or more information please contact Terri.Hammatt@la.gov.

  
70% Instructional Requirement (FY2014-15)
 
Please forward to business managers and superintendents of city/parish public school systems.
 
Per the MFP Resolution, local school boards must ensure that 70% of the local school system general fund expenditures are in
the areas of instruction and school administration, at the school building level.  The 70% Instructional Requirement calculation is
complete for FY2014-15.  An overview of the 70% Expenditure process is provided here.  The items listed below will be available
in each LEA's "edfin" FTP site on Tuesday, May 2.

1. 70% Calculation Summary - 2014-15.pdf - A one-page summary of your LEA's 70% Instructional Requirement Calculation.
2. Funds Proration.xls - Provides a line-by-line item account of how each expenditure is allocated and the basis for that

allocation.
3. Salary Distribution.xls - Provides proration percentages by functional area based on PEP general fund salaries used to

allocate AFR salaries, benefits, and certain other expenditures.
4. Staff-Student Distribution.xls - Provides proration percentages by functional area based on PEP staff full-time equivalents

(FTE) and separate percentages comprised of staff FTE and SIS student counts.  These percentages are applied as
indicated in the funds proration document

Review the data and contact Kristen.smith2@la.gov if you have any questions or need additional  information.  A summary of
this data will be presented to BESE at the June Finance Committee Meeting.

Grants Management
  
2016-2017 eGrant Trainings
  
The Louisiana Department of Education will provide a series of 2016-2017 eGrant Sessions for LEAs. These sessions are

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuLVtSmImIQY_4o5cnYBm0oRW83zM3MFd-Yq5Pge-ysifu0b8Pl4TjbVOKRk5iSOjxWgT4bqaGJ5mP-87yNj8hjrf-MIEX0JW2EXi-Dc_R4BajSMA4slI85bRlOMMRBb89cc7Ug6whbk4_hW8n8UIJmpdgGyy-pwrZOStkwgxDrCiUqVrti-k6kN500MHs7PFYLHgjr0wXKkM1YU7Mkomiz4_0BPqjqvr-JElxrN-QvfSEGx2f6s-fCWdTY0GkYg-jMxl8Ccs6c2eZ9z21JAD1PM=&c=&ch=
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The Louisiana Department of Education will provide a series of 2016-2017 eGrant Sessions for LEAs. These sessions are

specific to Maintenance of Effort, Sole Source, Central Data, Math and Science Partnership, High Cost Services, IDEA

Consolidated, NCLB Consolidated, and Carl Perkins eGrant updates. Three Face-to-Face training opportunities will be offered for

Business Managers, Charter Directors, and Federal Programs Directors [NCLB, IDEA and/or Perkins Directors] with three (3) or

less years' experience. There will also be a webinar scheduled on May 12 for all other directors and staff.Please see the

schedule for times and locations. Participants must register on Coursewhere for the face-to-face trainings, as appropriate.

 

If any additional information is required, please contact your point of contact (POC) for further assistance.

Talent
  
Feedback Requested: Teacher Preparation Competencies

Please share with Chief Academic Officers, District-Level Supervisors, and School Leaders.

Through the Believe and Prepare pilot program, school systems and teacher preparation providers are developing and offering
next-generation teacher preparation programs that prepare teachers for Louisiana's classrooms and meet schools' staffing needs.

Specifically, these pilots have focused on competency-based preparation experiences that develop essential teaching knowledge
and skills through practice.

These surveys gather feedback on draft competencies for teacher preparation. These competencies are meant to identify
essential teaching knowledge and skills that aspiring teachers should develop and master in order to receive a professional
teaching license.

General teacher preparation competencies, which include professionalism and serving students with exceptionalities
English Language Arts and literacy teacher preparation competencies
Math teacher preparation competencies
Special education competencies

The surveys opened today, Tuesday, April 26 and will close Friday, May 6 at 5:00 p.m.

District and school leaders' opinions are very important. Practicing educators have critical insight into the knowledge and skills

that are most important for a new teacher's success in the first years of teaching.

Please contact BelieveAndPrepare@LA.gov with any questions.

Special Education
  
2016 Unique Communication Needs Request for Applications (RFA) 
 
The Department released an opportunity for any public agency/ institution or non-profit agency to apply for funding to provide
direct technical assistance programs and professional development resources to Louisiana school employees. The focus of
these funds is to support the unique communication needs of students including students who have cochlear implants and
students who need Braille, educational interpreters, or a formal communication system to access the general education
curriculum.

To access the request for proposal (RFA), click here.

Applications are due by Monday May 16. Please email specialeducation@la.gov with questions. 
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Education Technology
 
E-Rate: New Process for Receiving and Answering Program Integrity Assurance Questions
 
Starting with the FY2016 application, all applicants will only be able to receive and answer E-Rate Program Integrity Assurance
(PIA) questions through the Universal Service Administrative Company's (USAC) new IT system, known as the E-rate
Productivity Center (EPC). All PIA questions will be sent through the News feed section in EPC and all applicant responses
must be sent back to USAC using EPC. PIA will not email or fax any questions or take responses via email or fax. E-Rate staff
must plan to check the EPC portal on a regular basis to ensure they do not miss any requests, as all PIA requests are time
sensitive.
 
For more information and detailed instructions on how to view questions and send responses to PIA please refer to the attached
E-Rate Newsletter.
 
Please contact edtech@la.gov if you have any questions about this new process.

LDOE Contacts
John White
State Superintendent of Education
(toll-free) 877.453.2721 
Twitter @LouisianaSupe

LDOE Links
LDOE Website

Contact Us
 

STAY CONNECTED
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