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Superintendent's Message

Dear Colleagues,

In the weeks to come, BESE, the Legislature, and the Governor will each consider new Louisiana Student Standards in English
and math. The Legislature has also begun deliberations over important compromise legislation that would sustain statewide
transition accountability policies through 2016-2017 and that would, in years hence, continue to require the use of multiple
measures rather than value-added data alone in calculating student growth for the purpose of teacher evaluations.

Having completed the transition to new standards, BESE will begin raising expectations for performance on state assessments,
as schools march toward 2025, when an A rating will require average student performance at the mastery level.

Higher expectations for student work will increase the likelihood students progress to college without need for remedial courses.
However, our state's children have challenges that go beyond that need alone. Achievement gaps between poor and middle
income students, for example, or between students with disabilities and their peers without disabilities, risk widening when the
world after high school demands higher levels of skill. Similarly, a relatively small number of schools in Louisiana continue to
serve large numbers of struggling students in very high concentrations. Too many students do not experience enriching,
necessary coursework such as music and world language. And the education profession struggles to inspire college graduates
who seek lucrative opportunities in other fields.

These are not new challenges, but as we transition to new standards, we can also see opportunities to solve these critical
problems through discussions related to the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). This month Assistant Superintendent Jessica
Baghian is hosting regional meetings with district administrators and charter school leaders to discuss both the transition of
standards and assessments as well as the new federal law. At the Teacher Leader Summit, Department staff will also host
sessions detailing the new law and associated opportunities.

These initial discussions will be followed by statewide and regional meetings that Department leadership and | will host on the
subject over the summer. Some meetings will be specific to certain audiences, such as district administrators, while others will

be open, public meetings. Please look for a schedule in the weeks to come.

In the fall, discussions will intensify, so that by the winter, the state and its partners will have collaboratively developed ideas
that may solve our students' most pressing issues.

We have a great opportunity to spend the next year proactively resolving stubborn challenges. | look forward to the discussions.
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As always, thank you for all you do for our children,

John

John White
Louisiana Department of Education
Twitter @LouisianaSupe
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Superintendents are invited to participate in the Superintendents' Conference Call hosted by State Superintendent John White on

Wednesday, May 18, at 10:30 a.m. You may begin dialing into the call 15 minutes in advance.

To join the Superintendents' Conference Call on May 18, please see the webinar information below:

Webinar Login Information (*No pre-registration required)

Click here to join the meeting or go to https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/suptscall/

Dial into the Phone Bridge: (866) 818-1223

When prompted, please give the Meeting ID # 1672113

You will need to identify yourself in order to be placed into the meeting

Monthly District Planning Call

This district planning call for May is scheduled for Wednesday, May 18, from 1:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m.

The following district supervisors should attend:

Curriculum and Instruction
Assessment and Accountability
Data

Early Childhood

High School

Career and Technical Education

Principal and Teacher Leader

Finance

Webinar Login Information: (*No pre-registration required)

Meeting Name: May District Planning Call

Click here to join the meeting: https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/dpc/

Enter the meeting room as a guest and provide your name.
Call-In Information: (800) 832-0736; meeting room #3423625

Email districtsupport@la.gov with questions.

Deadline for 2016 Teacher Leader Summit

The 2016 Teacher Leader Summit will offer over 200 sessions covering a variety of instructional topics for educators across the
state. This is the last week to register.

Please ensure all participants are registered in Coursewhere by tomorrow, May 11. For instructions on how to register, please
reach out to your district's Teacher Leader point of contact.
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2016-2017 Teacher Leader Advisor Application

The Department is pleased to announce the release of the 2016-2016 Teacher Leader Advisor applications for ELA, math, social
studies and early childhood. Teacher Leader Advisors are educators from across the state who have strong skills in math, ELA
and social studies instructional planning.

This group will create the next wave of high-quality instructional materials and support for fellow Louisiana educators. Becoming
a Teacher Leader Advisor also provides educators with an opportunity to expand and refine their instructional skills, learn about
key state-wide project projects, and deepen their understanding of planning and teaching.

Please encourage talented educators in your district to apply by 5:00 p.m. on Monday, June 13. You are encouraged to
share this flyer with them. Please reach out to louisianateacherleaders@la.gov with any questions.

End-of-Year Principal Support

Please share with principal supervisors.

The following tools and support are available to principals in closing out the 2015-2016 school year, and planning for 2016-2017.

e Principal Virtual Town Hall Meeting: Principals will have the opportunity to review and consider how recently released
instructional tools and resources support them as they plan for the 2016-2017 school year.
o Monday, May 23, at 3:00 p.m
o Click here to access the livestream
® Compass End-of-Year Webinar: This presentation provides information about the end-of-year Compass process, including
roster verification and finalizing teacher evaluations and end-of-year conversations. Click here to access the recording.

Please email compass@la.gov with questions.

Updated Professional Development Course Catalog Released

Improving teacher instruction requires access to high-quality resources and targeted, ongoing professional development (PD) to
help teachers use resources effectively. Based on six criteria, the Department identified various vendors that provide quality
professional development to Louisiana school systems.

The updated PD Course Catalog supports districts as they make decisions regarding professional development for their teachers,
and includes an expanded list of professional development opportunities for:

English Language Arts
Mathematics

Early Childhood
Social Studies

Contact classroomtoolbox@Ila.gov with any questions.

Assessment Preparation

Assessment Administration Update

TEST ADMINISTRATION FOR DTCs

® Social Studies Field Test


http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001D6EffMXDfXWHb6jJVwyiOentWNvT3DAD9j9ILYfQ8eEmKNF1sbUh818SH6Qswmv3KfLYr3XMYUNR5y_xejRGqv3QV0f_OYT0sK9wwZgk9IW9EL8IcAJg--pYzhOiCeEVny7-n8dWX53W8Qq-AiE5DWUz4l-cPYxYqqgTbfoKWJ6Ysa2drle8kCuBh4FNL-jp6zhL2rWKCsIFi8ry3lEgT_r2Qu778CkUVJ99fQKvjKlkb6JWDvtF7qIbQpJvYDwKAVsrsywTEWfJiyR_LseRAjKXMuINm825WJ86DD9iZ-5KWMNQEsa3Lf89X510SJn8fORQqzsZeztFwtu6JCQOHw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001D6EffMXDfXWHb6jJVwyiOentWNvT3DAD9j9ILYfQ8eEmKNF1sbUh818SH6Qswmv3W-O_nIzdSZm0bwJcNDs6v1Iu6Tg8T8fZCwU3BpvLWDcmpzcmrhPDdUwaFvVsrADbGes4LwkaS8DDfJadqdRW3fg2OWHBEizj2IUeg19QqS8Ft6ap_LGUK6A1AG8tUku1figW_1oQRQAibpLVpHUKQ8yIkmuL1wcIja_HkgbPrSDnJS5h-Phzsw7v1SR7o7Q3NY2P5cigL6cu5EonjMiNbTUk_VB9T4ItLSo253Wo3KUVz9NTu4v3vgzrzRuHT6QlGdYHhWwb3un-i5-3TmeLjw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001D6EffMXDfXWHb6jJVwyiOentWNvT3DAD9j9ILYfQ8eEmKNF1sbUh818SH6Qswmv3-zBHdWZ0VbVEMcBzKSDAFqeMEjnUbLMkVlcin0udko1QQRy-2PE4yaTTgSPyYwJXYigxMB0Td7wqJ9UXr8nRw8zgB9wsM3A8uWj-P9i2SzjicQRogktBG58uUQgUb-R6Oz8N962z6T2xRQ4sNreqSDPRIjFdoi2tqs3HWL1-ExB1z3r3VPMFXPbSGGvNstNpB7z8tYYkWvrTLzPsan5WGSGgmfsSwXqAOOiffJCUWJ3wNPn8pulqqyR7PaibKKTKC8Hr687jeAJWO4spK1ncIg==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001D6EffMXDfXWHb6jJVwyiOentWNvT3DAD9j9ILYfQ8eEmKNF1sbUh818SH6Qswmv3LjY1Eh1n4vDf6cM_m4Xx4eoVieFJhrB1U2q0E3C6zrURTW8E_0FVK80DNJRn53x5ayk6rK_NOuxegwI5kycV2rMcmvUDu_Xcj7AcptU_y6_ysMbR4oNmwsmJhXjSArWv_Ik9vHjyYxg96jhjRVjiWuCceMcG9rlKDxMSq0IuLUz4ALZKhBmkHsOKzJY2nMVv1X_yMZfZySIR33hdce-mDOnsGx1OUNaY0PxkPT0c8UtRoVae0MmK8Q1VpYv6lNx-p2_eiqlcQiCPq5afVTZEjmgKgrffDjPUon6Z80gH0BI=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001D6EffMXDfXWHb6jJVwyiOentWNvT3DAD9j9ILYfQ8eEmKNF1sbUh8zu_FqQCxZNplPCSw6JiUmgJNkud6wqDnb2Nx1gMSpe8f2giMvGSvJeV2wYvOA1XIuIGLnj4nUvoV8LC1CFC7WBeok9avdgfQ7N-KBCSDWRBOsg_XpMtSh4Z7lqxHS4qtxrR8TQjp89WmbTd0pMnlF8Aed1qKGZZY3c1o334Pg7SOe-b_XTuPoE9FhwQ-yVF1wE55ZfyNqPpHUQWl4ZciqbFuQXfOlpZ0JYFVCzGhc62A_SRHTRYlGrN3_oqBU36uAgHYfq4PUK_&c=&ch=
mailto:louisianateacherleaders@la.gov
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001D6EffMXDfXWHb6jJVwyiOentWNvT3DAD9j9ILYfQ8eEmKNF1sbUh8zu_FqQCxZNpRegJeN-MSKhLXLwFSP7aCUvpCM4qjrxRdwEIb_JmDETxU1f0MxhBMQynmylr8JFNjoJePKYGFPa5LMmXF1ZpMjfoXeuEGUPkAneTexLFt4PYXIRe-5IhGo820k2H0qbgOygXY8yAGvP219BzfmFDm6nshyXBjAzRrPSB_fQ5Si0=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001D6EffMXDfXWHb6jJVwyiOentWNvT3DAD9j9ILYfQ8eEmKNF1sbUh8zu_FqQCxZNpRegJeN-MSKhLXLwFSP7aCUvpCM4qjrxRdwEIb_JmDETxU1f0MxhBMQynmylr8JFNjoJePKYGFPa5LMmXF1ZpMjfoXeuEGUPkAneTexLFt4PYXIRe-5IhGo820k2H0qbgOygXY8yAGvP219BzfmFDm6nshyXBjAzRrPSB_fQ5Si0=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001D6EffMXDfXWHb6jJVwyiOentWNvT3DAD9j9ILYfQ8eEmKNF1sbUh860ErVXQ1Sdp8vp5WjYhc0PXnglPh3q7hz71AamyeNVb7e0wfvSCjtBC5fuN5msLHGAt3bkhHJ93SpvfTRTbErc02YQ2AzZS4oasZuuH95rquZiW55y1E2t-fQkZu4yVQj1AwmvIBzUvSc2QACjYOhxIzf_8K8LK-LIkSMFOxO5oEOdb0wNNA47TKpzOA5VzprW7jjVw1aGRuOufRPGxaIBltTmZqJHn9In2Z5eoCzfK0-XkOtYX0TtHgKnwMmNmwg==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001D6EffMXDfXWHb6jJVwyiOentWNvT3DAD9j9ILYfQ8eEmKNF1sbUh81r8gr-lXyyXLUH2x8M-XBsDacGjsw3wwUOY6RuTKPN-bhVL5xDCVeHJTNIvBLu-rx5hzkXxvaPu0w5tJ3Aj3jHp0NlL2fbcassUiqqbTbpPbV-J1OF7gYCzX_fzek2NUrwG42Moz1ZIScBEqaqAF8BP8QJxgbaJOd0eLac7R7FvnkqOrFjgANyGT6QPK2ufpA==&c=&ch=
mailto:compass@la.gov
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001D6EffMXDfXWHb6jJVwyiOentWNvT3DAD9j9ILYfQ8eEmKNF1sbUh84DX6VX9X4Z_NqZlO5lifzRU_ozx2x1Nt-tuLQi7YEQN_Kd8Q5WOY8v5WdApkwuGoZ4LRvTHWaOOsS5PTAagNECEMvgeoxO3SJ0fsT7X-dKxfNJogcCF72v3-RLAIR1ZUfU6UKQyTOS8_GF4XSHtVjqUYd2V8lF_uSwzvnGiO4fVV7SYHihggvK5Sr500qOHWf6nRvGb-lFrgizfioTbUlt3Qo60mdvLptEO3bTfjVrDzkbEMHZTK42p2RuJLNfF1jD-95K8Tqd7&c=&ch=
mailto:classroomtoolbox@la.gov

o Now through May 20, the LEAP social studies field test administration window continues. School test
coordinators in districts using the optional social studies field test should administer the assessment to students in
grades 3 through 8.

WorkKeys
o Assessments must be administered by May 13 in order to be included in the grade 12 ACT index within 2017 high

school performance scores.

College-Level Examination Program (CLEP):

o CLEP scores must be administered by May 13 in order to be included in the strength of the diploma index within
2017 high school performance scores.

e EOC
o Now through May 20, the EOC administration window continues. School test coordinators should administer EOC
tests to students.
DIBELS
o May 30 is the last day to enter DIBELS data in the DIBELS Data Management System.

TECHNOLOGY READINESS

e |LEAP TECH FAQ: This document provides guidance and final online test preparation tips to support online testing.

ADDITIONAL TOOLS AND RESOURCES

e |LEAP FAQ and Spring Assessments Resource for Teachers: These documents provide basic facts about the LEAP tests
and links to helpful resources in order to support test coordinators and teachers in understanding what students will
experience on the tests.

e Office Hours: The Louisiana Department of Education hosts weekly office hours every Thursday from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m.
to answer any questions that teachers, supervisors, test coordinators, and test administrators may have regarding
statewide assessments.

o Click here to join the meeting or go to https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/dtc/

o Enter the meeting room as a guest and provide your name.

o Select the "listen only mode" if joining the meeting via computer or smartphone, or access audio via phone bridge:
(800) 832-0736 / room number: 3423602

Please contact assessment@la.gov with any questions.

High School Opportunities

Jobs for America's Graduates-Louisiana Grant Opportunity

The Department has released an RFA regarding the availability of Jobs for America's Graduates-Louisiana (JAG-LA) funds for FY
2016-2017. The grant will provide funding to support students who have major obstacles in their lives that could disrupt school
completion and/or hinder successful entry into the workforce or postsecondary educational programs aligned to Jump Start
Pathways. The JAG-LA Program also supports the efforts of the Jump Start initiatives by offering career readiness to school
model curriculum, mentoring, financial aid planning, and follow-up to seniors. The application can be found here. Projects will be
funded contingent upon funds made available for the JAG-LA Program. Applications are due Wednesday, June 8

A series of webinars providing information on the JAG-LA Program are scheduled below:

® Monday, May 16 from 1:30 p.m. -2:30 p.m.
® Monday, May 23 from 1:30 p.m. -2:30 p.m.

Webinar Login Information (*No pre-registration required)

® Meeting Name: Jobs for America's Graduates-Louisiana Grant Opportunity

® To join the meeting go to https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/r8gwbuxg2a9/
® [Enter meeting room as a guest and provide your name

® Audio access: (800) 832-0736 / room number 6246632
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Student Planning Guidebook Webinar Series

The High School Student Planning Guidebook is a series of short documents showing administrators, counselors, and teachers
how to use key policies, programs, and resources to help both students and schools achieve their goals.

Weekly Guidebook webinars will be held from 3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. The final webinar will be held:

e May 12, 2016: Guide Overview & Counseling, Supports, Rewards, Jump Start Web Portal, Alternate Jump Start
Pathways

Webinar Login Information: (*No pre-registration required)

e (Click here to join the meeting or go to https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/studentplanningguide/
e Enter meeting room as a guest and provide your name
e Audio access: (800) 832-0736 / room number: 2834406

For additional information, please contact CollegeReadiness@la.gov.

]
Data

TOPS Processing for 2015-16 High School Graduates

In order for LOSFA to process TOPS awards for 2015-2016 in a timely manner, LEAs should complete data submissions for all
high school graduates in the Student Transcript System (STS) no later than 5:00 p.m. on May 30, 2016.

Please verify graduation requirements are met, ensure all graduate records contain a graduation date, and certify all sites. The
STS system will be reopened as soon as the LOSFA harvest is complete on May 31, 2016, so LEAs can continue to process

remaining students.

For assistance, contact SystemSupport@Ia.gov.

Finance

FY2015-16 Projected Local Revenue Data

Please forward to business managers.

In order to complete the FY2016-17 MFP calculations for charter schools, projected FY2015-16 local revenue
data (and expenditures related to the collection of the revenue) must be submitted to the Department by
each city/parish school district. The FY2015-16 local revenue data is being collected through the LEADS
portal using the same process as was used last year. Step by step instructions for submitting your data
through LEADS are provided here. A list of the required keypunch codes is provided here. Submit this data no later
than Friday, May 20, 2015. The LEADS portal is currently open and will remain open through Friday, May 20.

If you have any questions or need further information, please contact Melanie Ruiz at melanie.ruiz@la.gov.

|
Grants Management
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2016-2017 NCLB and IDEA Preliminary Allocations

Please share this item with federal program directors and business managers.

The following NCLB and IDEA allocations have been released:

Title |
Title Il
IDEA 611
IDEA 619

Additional allocations will populate in eGMS this week. The ability to submit will not be available until all allocations within an
application are loaded.

Applications and budgets need to be submitted by June 30, 2016 to be considered substantially approved.

For further information, contact Randy Littleton at 225-342-3900 or via e-mail at Randy.Littleton@Ila.gov.

Public Notice of Waiver Requests

Please share this item with federal program directors and business managers.

LDOE is requesting waivers from USDOE for the purpose of making three- to five-year 1003(g) School Improvement Grant (SIG)

awards to eligible LEAs. LDOE is required to notify LEAs of this request as part of the waiver submission process.

FY15 Funds Waiver. In order to extend the period of availability beyond September 30, 2017, LDOE is requesting a waiver of
section 421(b) of the General Education Provisions Act (20 U.S.C. § 1225(b)) to extend the period of availability of FY 2015
school improvement funds for the SEA and all of its LEAs to September 30, 2021.

FY16 Funds Waiver. In order to extend the period of availability beyond September 30, 2018, LDOE is requesting a waiver of
section 421(b) of the General Education Provisions Act (20 U.S.C. § 1225(b)) to extend the period of availability of FY 2015
school improvement funds for the SEA and all of its LEAs to September 30, 2021.

Relevant personnel may review these waiver requests and submit questions or comments to John Hanley, Grants Manager at

225-342-3900 or via e-mail at John.Hanley@la.gov by Friday, May 20, 2016.

Final Date for 2015-2016 Grant Budget Amendment Submissions

Please share this item with federal program directors and business managers.
The final date to submit amendments for 2015-2016 grant budget amendments is Wednesday, June 1.

For further information, contact Randy Littleton at 225-342-3900 or via e-mail at Randy.Littleton@la.gov.

2016-2017 eGrant Trainings

The Louisiana Department of Education will provide a series of 2016-2017 eGrant Sessions for LEAs. These sessions are
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SpecITiC 10 Iviaintenance o1 ETTort, so0le source, Lentral Data, iath and ocience rartnersnip, Hignh Lost oservices, IDEA
Consolidated, NCLB Consolidated, and Carl Perkins eGrant updates. Three Face-to-Face training opportunities will be offered for
Business Managers, Charter Directors, and Federal Programs Directors [NCLB, IDEA and/or Perkins Directors] with three (3) or
less years' experience. There will also be a webinar scheduled on May 12 for all other directors and staff. Please see the

schedule for times and locations. Participants must register on Coursewhere for the face-to-face trainings, as appropriate.

If any additional information is required, please contact your point of contact (POC) for further assistance.
|
Special Education

2016 Unique Communication Needs Request for Applications (RFA)

The Department released an opportunity for any public agency/ institution or non-profit agency to apply for funding to provide
direct technical assistance programs and professional development resources to Louisiana school employees. The focus of
these funds is to support the unique communication needs of students including students who have cochlear implants and
students who need Braille, educational interpreters, or a formal communication system to access the general education
curriculum.

To access the request for proposal (RFA), click here.

Applications are due by Monday May 16. Please email specialeducation@la.gov with questions.

|
Policy

ESSA and "Highly Qualified Teacher” Requirements

Under NCLB, general and special education teachers in core content areas were required to be "highly qualified." In order to earn
this title, teachers had to hold a bachelor's degree, meet full state certification or licensure requirements, and prove that they
knew each subject they taught. The old law was criticized for its restrictiveness and loopholes, but supported for its transparency
with parents who had to be notified if their child was not being taught by a highly qualified teacher. States were expected to have
100 percent of teachers meet highly qualified criteria, and by 2014-2015, 96 percent were.

Under ESSA, teachers need only meet the licensing requirements set by the state. While states must report highly qualified data
for the 2015-2016 school year, state teacher certification and licensing policies do not have to meet NCLB "highly qualified"
requirements beginning in the 2016-2017 school year. States must continue, however, reporting on educator equity in order to
highlight areas where disadvantaged students are disproportionately being taught by less qualified or less effective teachers.
Parental reporting requirements remain, but they are based on whether or not the teacher holds a standards certificate and
whether or not they are teaching in their certified field.

The State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education is responsible for prescribing qualifications and providing for the

certification of teachers under the authority of R.S. 17:7.1 and has done so through Bulletin 746, Louisiana Standards for State
Certification of School Personnel.

|
Talent

Teach Louisiana ESL Add-on & Ancillary Endorsement
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This summer, teachers have the opportunity to take two of the four courses required for Louisiana's ESL Certificate online
through Louisiana State University.

Courses Offered:

EDCI 4800- Session A, Teaching in the Multicultural Classroom
This course is designed to provide in-service teachers with expanded frames of reference and cultural horizons for teaching
in public education. It provides an overview of the historic and current trends as well as the social issues affecting the education
of language minority students.

EDCI 4900- Session B, English as a Second Language (ESL) Teaching Methods
This course is designed to provide an understanding of the instructional needs and challenges of language minority students
who are learning English in the U.S. It will engage students in exploring a variety of theories, issues, procedures, methods, and
approaches appropriate for bilingual and ESL students as well as diverse learning environments.

For more information, email esbarreraiv@LSU.edu.

|
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Louisiana Child Sexual Abuse and Sexual Assault Education Survey

The Louisiana State Legislature enacted Senate Concurrent Resolution 69 (SCR 69) in 2014 to create the Task Force on the
Prevention of Sexual Abuse of Children within the Department of Children and Family Services. The task force is charged with
making recommendations to the Louisiana Legislature on how to reduce child abuse in Louisiana.

Act 525 of 2014 requires each LEA to have policies and procedures that address child abuse and assault awareness and
prevention and to provide age and grade appropriate instructions relative to child assault awareness and prevention. The law
does not require school systems to address child sexual abuse.

The SCR 69 task force is conducting the Louisiana Child Sexual Abuse Education Survey in an effort to determine whether
Louisiana schools have policies and procedures that address child sexual abuse and sexual assault and provide awareness and
prevention education for students.

Please identify one point person to collaborate with professionals in your school to complete this survey. Please submit only one
survey per school.
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