
                                                        October 25, 2016

Superintendent's Message 
 
Dear Colleagues,

Over the next several weeks, we have an important opportunity for both reflection on past results and improvement in the future.
 
I am looking forward to seeing many of you next Wednesday morning, November 2, at the Superintendents' Advisory Council. Among other
things, we will be discussing the process for development of the state's Every Student Succeeds Act plan. The Accountability
Commission will also be meeting the previous day, November 1, to continue its discussions of the state's accountability system and
ESSA.
 
Over the course of the next two weeks, the Department will also host public meetings to gather feedback on the draft ESSA framework
posted several weeks ago:

November 1: Bossier Parish Community College (6220 East Texas Street, Bossier City) at 5 pm
November 4: McDonogh 35 Senior High School (4000 Cadillac Street, New Orleans) at 10 am
November 7: Opelousas High School (1014 Judson Walsh Drive, Opelousas) at 5 pm

This cycle of continued review, meeting, and idea sharing will continue for several months, until the Department finalizes the state's ESSA
plan in 2017. The plan will, I hope, be approved by the federal government in time for teachers and students to come back to school next
year fully aware of the final plan.
 
While all of this is going on, the Department will also be providing Early Childhood Lead Agencies with overviews of 2015-2016
preliminary "learning year" profiles for child care, Head Start and PreK programs in their communities and for their communities as a
whole. Heads of lead agencies have calls scheduled with Department staff for conversations about preliminary profiles in their particular
parishes. Having been provided the overview, Lead Agencies will then conduct similar discussions of the preliminary profiles for centers
and schools in their respective communities. 
 
Final early childhood "learning year" profiles will ultimately be posted later in November at the same time that district and school report
cards will be released. For this late November release, school district and charter school leaders will receive information well in advance
of a public release through a series of conversations to be held in early November. This process will then commence the annual district
planning process where by the Department will provide extensive information that will assist schools in making critical choices for 2017.
More information on the report card release will follow shortly.
 
As always, thank you for all you do for our children,
 
John
 
John White
Louisiana Department of Education
Twitter  @LouisianaSupe
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District Support
November Superintendent Call

You are invited to participate in the Superintendents' Conference Call hosted by State Superintendent John White on Monday, November
7, at 10:30 a.m. CST.  You may begin dialing into the call 15 minutes in advance.  Please follow the instructions below:
To join the Superintendents' November 7, 2016 Meeting:

- Go to  https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/suptscall/
- Dial into the Phone Bridge: 866-238-1665
- When prompted, please give the Meeting ID # 1677727
- You will need to identify yourself in order to be placed into the meeting.

November District Planning Call

This November district planning call is scheduled for Wednesday, November 2, from 1:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m.
 
The following district supervisors should attend:

Assessment and Accountability
 Technology
 Early Childhood
 High School
 Career and Technical Education
 Principal and Teacher Leader

 Webinar Login Information: (*No pre-registration required)

 Meeting Name: November District Planning Call
 Click here to join the meeting: https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/dpc/
Enter the meeting room as a guest and provide your name.
Call-In Information: (646) 307-1380; meeting room # 951154160

 Email districtsupport@la.gov with questions.

2016-2016 Compass Information System Webinars
 
Please share with principals and principal supervisors.
 
Compass Information System (CIS) Webinar for Administrators: This webinar provides technical guidance to operate the following
components of CIS for school- and district-level administrators.

Timeline
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Timeline
 Account Management
 User Roles
 Goal Setting
 Accessing Data in CIS
 Updating Rosters
 Evaluations
 Compass Reports

 Webinar information:

Date and Time: November 3, 2016 at 1:00 PM.
 Click here to join the webinar.

 
Compass Information System (CIS) Webinar for Teachers and all Other Users: This webinar provides technical guidance to
operate the following components of CIS for teachers, counselors, librarians and all other CIS users.

Timeline
 Account Management
 Goal Setting
 Accessing Data in CIS

Webinar information:

Date and Time: November 9, 2016 at 1:00 PM.
Click here to join the webinar.

Email compass@la.gov for additional information or support.

Standards Alignment for Students with Significant Cognitive Disabilities and English Language Learning
Needs  
 
Please forward to curriculum, special education and ELL supervisors.
 
The Department worked with stakeholders to develop aligned learning expectations for students with significant disabilities and English
language learning needs. Stakeholders are encouraged to review the draft proposals and submit feedback by November 18, 2016.
 
The Department will host two informational webinars to discuss the framework for each draft. 

Tuesday, November 1, 2016- 2:30 p.m. -3:30 p.m.
 Thursday, November 3, 2016- 2 p.m. -3 p.m.

Webinar Login Information (no pre-registration required) 

Conference Number(s): 1-855-240-2575
 Participant pin code: 60265090
To join the meeting click https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/sped/ 

Email louisianastandards@la.gov.

Updated ELA Guidebooks 2.0 Unit Release Schedule
 
Please share with curriculum supervisors.
 
In June, the Department released a schedule of ELA guidebooks 2.0 units that would be released this year. The schedule has been
updated to provide release dates for the remaining units in grades 3-8.

 
ELA Guidebooks 2.0 is a curriculum for whole-class instruction at each grade-level, and ensures all students meet the ELA goal of
reading and understanding complex, grade-level texts and expressing their understanding of those texts through writing and speaking.
 
Additional information on ELA Guidebooks 2.0, including the release schedule can be found here, or you can email
classroomsupporttoolbox@la.gov with questions.  

Assessment & Accountability
LEAP 2025 Assessment Guides Released
Please share with curriculum supervisors, district test coordinators, principals and teachers.

Assessment guides, providing detailed information about the LEAP 2025 assessments for ELA and math in grades 3-8, are now
available in the Assessment Guidance library. Updated guides with sample test questions will be released in mid-November.
 
Updated LEAP 2025 Social Studies Assessment Guides are also now available in the Assessment Guidance library. The update
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Updated LEAP 2025 Social Studies Assessment Guides are also now available in the Assessment Guidance library. The update
includes session testing times, computer-based testing administration policies, and information about additional resources. 
  
Please email assessment@la.gov with questions.

November Accountability Commission Meeting

Meeting: When/Where:

 

Accountability Commission: November 1
Meeting

Tuesday, November 1

12:00PM

Thomas Jefferson Room 1-136

Claiborne Building, Baton Rouge

 

Please contact assessment@la.gov with any questions.

District Test Coordinator Reminders 

Please share with district test and technology coordinators and data managers.

Assessment Support and Training:

Monthly DTC and Accountability Call: Tuesday, November 1, 2016 at 1:00 PM

- Webinar Link: https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/dtc/ 

- Enter the meeting room as a guest and provide your name.

- Call-In Information: (646) 307-1380; meeting room #951155484

Assessment Administration:

Kindergarten Readiness: The DSC web application will be available until October 31, 2016. After October 31, LEAs that wish
to retrieve data will be able to do so until the end of the 2016-2017 school year by contacting Red-e-Set Grow at 888-386-3822. 
EOC administration: The EOC Fall 2016 deadline to finalize IEP, IAP, and LEP accommodations prior to fall EOC administration
is October 28. DTCs must register their schools for testing in eDIRECT. DTCs should only register schools for days testing will take
place.
 NAEP Administration: School Test Coordinators should login to myNAEP and enter the enrollment for the grade(s) selected to
participate in NAEP.

Tech Readiness:

Education Technology Calls: The Department will begin hosting monthly education technology calls in October. The
recommended audience for these calls include curriculum directors, technology directors, instructional support leaders and
curriculum directors. 

           October Webinar Information:

- Date and Time: Thursday, October 27 at 1:00 p.m.
- Topics: education technology resources, upcoming education technology opportunities, and best practices for authentically
incorporating technology into instruction
- Webinar Link: https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/edconnect/  
- Call-In Information: (646) 307-1380; meeting room # 951155484

  
Additional dates have been added to the District Planning Calendar.

E-Rate In-Person Training for FY 2016-17 Filing Window: In order to assist and facilitate districts, charters, and schools with
filing for 2017- 2018 E-Rate funding, in-person trainings will be conducted in late October and early November as noted below.
 District technology coordinators, E-Rate coordinators and procurement staff are invited to attend to learn more about program
changes, new rule interpretations and changes in the EPC application software system. Register for the following events in
Coursewhere.

- October 27: Monroe
- October 28: Rapides
- November 2: Jefferson Davis

          
  Please contact edtech@la.gov with any questions.

 
Please contact assessment@la.gov with any questions.
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High School Opportunities
New Jump Start Video Network and Automated Text Response System

Please share with principals and counselors.  
  
The Department released the new Jump Start Video Network to provide students, parents and educators with direct access to
information on Jump Start from their phones, iPad or laptop, such as pathways offered in every high school in Louisiana. To access the
videos, text "JUMPSTART" to 99008 or visit the Jump Start Video Network website.
  
The Department also announced a contest for students to create videos for the Jump Start Video Network showcasing their local pathway
opportunities.  Contest winners will earn grant awards for their schools to buy new video equipment and computers.  
  
Email jumpstart@la.gov with questions.

2016-2017 TOPS Tech Early Start Training Provider Webinar
 

The Office of Student Opportunities will host two webinars for private training providers interested in applying to become a TOPS Tech
Early Start (TTES) Course Provider. Act 737 (SB 126) of the 2014 Legislative Session amended the TTES Legislation and now provides
for payment of TTES to students enrolled in an eligible program of study with a training program provider approved by BESE. The
webinars will review the Request for Application (RFA) process for becoming a provider, and the TTES program goals. A full list of TTES
student eligibility requirements can be found here.

 The webinars are scheduled for (*No pre-registration required):

Wednesday, October 26, 2016, 1:30 - 2:30 p.m.
Thursday, October 27, 2016, 3:30 - 4:30 p.m. 

Webinar Login Information:  

Meeting Name: TOPS Tech Early Start Training Provider Webinar
Click here to join the meeting: https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/ttes2016/ 
Enter meeting room as a guest and provide your name

 For additional information, please direct all questions to JumpStart@la.gov.

2016-2017 Pupil Progression Plans Due

The Pupil Progression Plan (PPP) is the comprehensive plan developed and adopted by each LEA that establishes policies and
guidelines for determining whether students are promoted to the next grade, retained in the current grade, or advanced (or skipped) to
higher grades. Pupil Progression Plans also outline the criteria for high school graduation.
  
The deadline for submitting has been extended. All plans must be submitted in pdf format by October 28, 2016 to
PPP@la.gov.  

For additional information or questions regarding the 2016-2017 Pupil Progression Plan Template, please contact PPP@la.gov.
  
Jobs for America's Graduates-Louisiana (JAG-LA) 

The Department will host the JAG Student Leadership Conference at the Cajun Dome in Lafayette. Due to the large number of
participants, the conference will be held for all JAG Programs from the southern part of the state on Wednesday, November 2, 2016. JAG-
LA Programs from the northern part of the state will attend Thursday, November 3, 2016.  Both conferences will begin promptly at 10:00
a.m and conclude by 3:00 p.m. Lunch will be included.  
  
For more information please contact Dianna Keller.

Talent
2018 Teacher and Principal of the Year Nominations and Application Process Open
The 2018 Louisiana Teacher and Principal of the Year nominations and application process is now open. Information, timeline, and
materials may be found on the Department's website. District and charter organizations may submit up to three candidates, one per
division, for both Teacher and Principal of the Year, to participate in the state-level process. State-level nominees will submit their
application online. Those applications are due by January 19, 2017.
  
Part of the selection process at both the district and state-level is to include recommendations from various stakeholders. This year,
teachers, principals, district employees, parents, colleagues, and community members are able to submit recommendations
online. Recommendations are due by October 31, and will be sent to local school districts for their consideration. If you know an
outstanding teacher or school leader, log into the nominations portal and select Nominations from the dropdown menu. The portal works
best when Chrome is used.
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best when Chrome is used.

For questions, please email excellenteducators@la.gov.

Believe and Prepare Workshop Opportunities

Louisiana is committed to prepare every educator under a mentor educator through a professional residency, and the Believe and Prepare
Community has been paving the way since 2014.   
 
During the fall meeting, on Monday, October 31, preparation provider leaders and their district partners should attend together to learn
about the funding opportunities and understand the tools and resources available to support application development.
 
This week, the following materials will be shared with registered participants:

Believe and Prepare Teacher Preparation Transition Guide and Funding Application
 2016 Regional Workforce Report

These materials will also be available on the Louisiana Believes website.
  
For more information please contact BelieveandPrepare@la.gov.

Special Education
Monthly Special Education Leader Webinar

The Department will hold its monthly webinar for LEA directors and supervisors of special education on Wednesday, October 26, at 2:00
p.m. Please note this is a date change.

Topics will include upcoming deadlines, updates, guidance, and training opportunities.

Webinar Login Information: (no pre-registration required)
- Meeting Name: Special Ed. Policy
- Webinar Link: https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/sped/
- Enter the meeting room as a guest and provide your name
- Select the "listen only mode. If you are listening in from a phone and not using a computer, the audio conference details are:

Toll access number (Toll): 1-646-307-1380

Toll free access number (Toll Free): 1-855-240-2575
Participant pin code: 60265090

Once you log into the conference site, you can download the presentation. It will also be available in the Special Education Library after
the event.

Please email specialeducation@la.gov with questions.

Guidance for Implementing Act 303: Diplomas for Former Students with Disabilities
  
Act 303 (2016) allows certain former students with disabilities to petition their local school board to determine if they are eligible to receive
high school diplomas. A guide  has been developed to support administrators of Local Education Agencies (LEAs) with developing
procedures to effectively implement this law and includes information related to appropriate deadlines and procedures outlined in the law.
You may contact Rebecca Hanberry with questions about implementation of Act 303 (2016).
 

Policy 

U.S. Presidential Scholars Program: Invitation to Nominate Students
 The U.S. Department of Education has invited chief state school officers to nominate outstanding students for the U.S. Presidential
Scholars Program. This year, states are allowed to submit nominations for up to 25 outstanding students who would otherwise not qualify
under the program's traditional academic component (automatically qualified based on ACT/SAT scores) or arts component. Nominations
may also include students who have demonstrated outstanding achievements in career and technical education.
  
The Department invites local superintendents to submit nominations for up to 3 outstanding students. The nominations must include a
male and female student, and at least one nomination should be for a student who has been successful in career and technical education.
Students should be high school seniors scheduled to graduate or receive a diploma between January-June 2017. Please see additional
program requirements for more information.
  
Nominations should be submitted through a single nomination letter for all nominees (not to exceed three pages total) signed by the local
superintendent and emailed to leslie.hill@la.gov no later than Friday, November 11, at 4:30 p.m. Please note "Presidential Scholars" in
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superintendent and emailed to leslie.hill@la.gov no later than Friday, November 11, at 4:30 p.m. Please note "Presidential Scholars" in
the subject line.
  
October BESE Meeting Summary
The Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE) met on October 11-12 and approved a number of bulletin revisions and
recommendations. A summary of the approvals that directly impact the activities of local education agencies may be accessed here.

Data 

November Data Manager Call
The Department will hold its monthly webinar for LEA managers of SPS, SPC, CUR, SIS, PEP, STS, SER, and AFR on Thursday,
November 3, at 1:00 p.m.
 
Topics will include upcoming deadlines, updates, enhancements, and best practices.
Webinar Login Information: (*No pre-registration required)

Meeting Name: System Data Coordinator Webinar
 Webinar Link: https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/dcw/
 Enter the meeting room as a guest and provide your name.
Select the "listen only mode."

The presentation will be posted on the INSIGHT Coordinator's Portal under Monthly DC Webianrsby Wednesday, November 2. Please
email systemsupport@la.gov with questions.

Funding and Grants Management
Education Excellence Fund (EEF) Application Released
                                                                                                                                                                                                    
The FY 2016-2017 Education Excellence Fund (EEF) Application is currently available in LDOE's electronic grants management system
(eGMS). The submission deadline will be November 1, 2016. 
As you prepare your EEF submission please keep the following in mind:

Review the FY 2017 EEF Allocations page to confirm all funds for budgeting in 2016-2017
 Update and RESAVE your Budget Detail Page
Run the Consistency Check prior to submitting the application to LDOE
Indirect Costs are not allowable in the EEF application

For further information about EEF, contact Kenya Jenkins at Kenya.Jenkins@la.gov, Terri Byrd at Terri.Byrd@la.gov or Tonya Johnson at
Tonya.Johnson@la.gov

Payments for $20 Million Appropriation "Outside" the MFP Formula

Please forward to business managers and financial officials.
 
The Legislature, through Act 14 of 2016, provided $20 million to local public school districts and charter schools outside of the MFP
appropriation. The week of October 24th, the first quarter payment for the $20 million appropriation "outside" of the MFP Formula will be
distributed to LEAs. After October, payments of these funds will be released monthly and will be distributed on or about the 25th of each
month. The payment amounts for each LEA are provided on the MFP homepage.
 
Contact Melanie Ruiz if you have any questions or need additional information.

Other
 
Health Notice: Mump Outbreak in Arkansas
 
Please share with principals and school-based health centers.
 
The Arkansas Department of Health (ADH) is investigating a large outbreak of mumps in northwest Arkansas. So far there have been 476
confirmed cases of mumps, mostly in school-aged children and college students in the northwest area of the state.
 
This information has been shared with the Department to advise north Louisiana schools to be on alert for the signs and symptoms of
mumps given our proximity to this outbreak. If school nurses suspect mumps in a student and have questions about (or how to arrange)
testing through the State laboratory please contact the Louisiana Immunization Program at (504) 568-2600 or the Infectious Disease
Epidemiology Hotline at (800) 256-2748.

For more information, visit the Mumps information page.  

School Based Medicaid Handbook Revised September 2016
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The School Based Medicaid Handbook, revised October 2016, is now available in the School Policy library under "School Climate and
Health Services" and on the School-Based Medicaid Services homepage. The handbook provides information and technical assistance for
LEAs seeking reimbursement for eligible school health services.  

If you have any questions about the handbook or School Based Medicaid Services, please contact Janice Zube via email at
Janice.Zube@la.gov.

LDOE Contacts
John White
State Superintendent of Education
(toll-free) 877.453.2721 
Twitter @LouisianaSupe

LDOE Links
LDOE Website
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