
In This Issue:

Counselor Spotlight

Career Readiness and Postsecondary Planning

School Programs and Support

Other

LDOE Contacts

February 2017                                 February 2017                                         

Counselor Spotlight 
I'm Tonya Hebert, Coordinator of Counseling Services and Student
Placement for the Lafayette Parish School System.

In our efforts to create positive experiences and opportunities to prepare
our students to become college and career ready, it has become
increasingly vital to explore means to assist them and their parents in the
decision-making process. The Jump Start Diploma Pathways have
exposed exciting possibilities by way of the credentialing process.
Counselors are tirelessly making sure their students, in all diploma tracks,
are afforded the chance to pursue credentials that will help them gain
employment after graduation. As we navigate through this challenging

process with our students, we are fortunate to have new counseling tools to guide us.

The Jump Start Video Network provides videos for students, parents, and educators to assist with
explaining the many facets of the Jump Start Pathways. Counselors can utilize these videos during
class lessons, parent meetings, and faculty meetings. The Jump Start Automated Text System  allows
Jump Start information to be accessed from smartphones, computer tablets, or laptops by texting
"JUMPSTART" to 99008.

Completing the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) has been the foundation for financial
aid planning for our students. The graduates of 2018 will be required to complete the FAFSA as a
graduation requirement. The Financial Aid Tool  provides financial aid resources to assist students and
parents in their planning. To raise awareness of financial aid, all of our high schools hosted a College
Application Month, where students applied to several four and two year colleges and universities as
well as technical institutions. As a follow-up to this event, each high school hosted a FAFSA event
either during the day or at night where students and parents could receive assistance completing the
FAFSA. These events were featured on the Regional Financial Aid Calendar of Events  along with others
throughout the state.

As we encounter new changes and challenges, we find comfort in knowing that our family of
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http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/course-choice/financial-aid-calendar-of-events.pdf?sfvrsn=2


professional school counselors is strong and willing to embrace it. For we, as counselors, have the
ability to widen the path of possibilities for our students. We are in this journey together to help our
students realize their potential beyond high school so they can strive to become productive citizens.
Lafayette Parish School System professional school counselors are committed to assist our students on
their journey to becoming college and career ready.

Tonya Hebert, M.A.

Career Readiness and Postsecondary Planning
March2Success Offers Free Assistance

March2Success prepares students for state
standardized testing, the SAT and ACT
exams, as well as the Armed Services
Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB).

March2Success was created for the United
States Army as a free, public service
resource for students, educators, parents,
and mentors everywhere to assist all with
higher levels of achievement and overall
success when preparing for and taking
standardized exams.

For more information about March2Success and earning money for college, contact Dr. Jerrick
Hornbeak, Battalion Education Specialist, at 504-758-7000 or jerrick.l.hornbeak.civ@mail.mil. To
download resources, visit the March2Success website.

CLEP Professional Development Opportunity 

The Department is partnering with the College Board to provide a free, pre-conference session at the
2017 ACCUPLACER and CLEP National Conference in New Orleans June 20-22, 2017. The dedicated
pre-conference session highlighting CLEP best practices and Louisiana high schools will be held on
June 20, from 10:15 to 11:30 a.m.

Pre-conference registration link: https://clepandlouisianahighschools.eventbrite.com
Full conference registration link: https://accuclep-conference.collegeboard.org/

Please email collegereadiness@la.gov with questions.

AP Services for Schools Impacted by Recent Flooding

Schools that have lost a significant number of net instructional days due to extreme weather should
contact AP Services for Educators between March 1 and 31, 2017 to request alternate/late testing
dates at no additional cost. For the full late testing policy, please visit the AP Central Late-Testing Policy
web page. Please contact AP Services for Educators by calling 877-274-6474 or by emailing
apexams@info.collegeboard.org with questions.

Spring 2017 AP Exam Fee Program Update

To ensure that all students have access to early college coursework, the Department will provide an
exam fee reimbursement for each 2017 Advanced Placement exam taken by a public school student
who qualifies for the AP exam fee reduction. To be eligible for a low-income test fee reimbursement,
school test coordinators must code "option 1" on each qualifying student's AP answer document. The
Department will reconcile all eligible exams as validated by the College Board and reimburse school
systems in the fall of 2017 via an allocation and grant award notification.

Please email collegereadiness@la.gov with questions.

ASVAB Career Exploration Program Introduces the ASVAB Computer Adaptive
Test
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Counselors and administrators take pride in preparing students to be
productive citizens upon graduation. As an educator, familiarity with
students' abilities coupled with experience in preparing students for
post- graduation makes you a valuable resource to students as they
decide what to do after high school. The ASVAB Career Exploration
Program (CEP) can assist with the challenges of guiding students
through the difficulty of making career choices for the future.

The ASVAB CEP has four components: the ASVAB Assessment, the Find Your Interest Personality
Inventory, the ASVAB Career Exploration Guide, and the ASVAB CEP Website planning tool. The
ASVAB CEP assessment provides three Career Exploration scores in Verbal Skills, Math Skills, and
Science and Technology. The Career Exploration scores come from eight individual sub-tests covering
Arithmetic Reasoning, Paragraph Comprehension, Mechanical, Comprehension, Electronics
Information, and more. The scores serve as information the program can provide about students that can
aid in the exploration of educational and career options.

This year the ASVAB can be offered as an internet-based test taken in schools. The new ASVAB
Computer Adaptive Test can reduce the amount of time required to administer the test as well as the
time it takes for students to receive their scores. The ASVAB Career Exploration Program is offered at
no cost or obligation to high schools throughout the United States and can be offered multiple times
within a school year. For more information visit the ASVAB program website or see the contact
information below.

Southern Louisiana contact: F. "Collin" Henry Jr., Program Manager (ESS), ASVAB Career
Exploration Program, New Orleans, LA. Office: 504-678-3535 ext. 242 or Fax: 504-678-8925.
Email: floyd.c.henry.civ@mail.mil.
Northern Louisiana contact: James Sanders, ASVAB Career Exploration Program, Shreveport,
LA 71118, Office: 504-216-4956. Email: james.l.sanders18.civ@mail.mil.

Regional Financial Aid Calendar of Events

The LDOE Regional Financial Aid Calendar of Events informs students,
parents, and schools/districts of upcoming financial aid events in the area.
The calendar can be accessed by clicking the image on the left or by visiting
the Department's Financial Aid web page. 

Schools/districts and institutions may submit events for the LDOE calendar
by sending the event name, date, time, location, and a brief description to
stephanie.marcum@la.gov. 

School Programs and Support  
 
Special Education Advisory Panel Vacancy

The Department is seeking applications for an administrator of a program for children with disabilities to
serve a one year term on the Special Education Advisory Panel. Applications and can be found in the
attached vacancy announcement and will be accepted between February 9 and March 9, 2017.
Interviews will take place between March 13 and 17. The first meeting will be held on March 29, 2017
from 9:30 a.m. until 12:30 p.m.

Please email specialeducation@la.gov for more information.

Youth Challenge Program Seeking Applicants

The Louisiana National Guard Youth Challenge Program is a free, five month
residential alternative school for 16-18 year old males and females that
teaches self-discipline, leadership, and responsibility in a structured
academic setting. All students are assisted by state certified teachers and
work at their own pace to obtain a high school equivalency diploma. Eligible
students are also provided the opportunity to earn up to fifteen hours of college
credit through Bossier Parish Community College or participate in a workforce
training program to earn a basic certification in welding or industrial
manufacturing.
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For more information on how to apply, call 1-800-CAMP-KID or visit the Youth Challenge website. You
can also find information on Facebook.

Other   
 
2017 SPE Delta Scholarship Program

The Society of Petroleum Engineers (SPE) Delta Section is pleased to offer $1,000 scholarships to high
school seniors and university undergraduate students who are pursuing studies and careers in the oil
and gas industry. The scholarship program is open to all students meeting the selection criteria, with a
focus on the Louisiana region along with nearby Mississippi and Florida schools. 

Detailed applicant criteria and submission instructions are included in the application form. For more
scholarship information, please visit the SPE Delta website. Applications must be submitted by
Friday, March 10. Please contact SPE Delta Scholarship Program Chair Sue Barth at
SPEDeltaScholarship@gmail.com with any questions.
 
NCAA News

The new NCAA Eligibility Center site makes the registration process easier for college-bound student
athletes. You can still access the High School Portal and all high school resources by clicking on the
"High School Administrators" link on the right side of the top menu.

A number of resource guides are currently available for download to assist high school counselors and
administrators to better understand the NCAA initial eligibility process and to prepare them to help
college-bound student athletes to transition from high school to becoming NCAA Division I or II student
athletes. Among them are:

2016-17 Guide for High School Counselors 
2016-17 Guide for the College-Bound Student-Athlete 
2016-17 Eligibility Brochure
Division I Quick Reference Guide 
Division II (2018) Quick Reference Guide 
Division II (current) 
DI Initial-Eligibility Quick Reference Sheet 
DII (2018) Initial-Eligibility Quick Reference Sheet 

LDOE Contacts
John WhiteJohn White
State Superintendent of Education
877.453.2721 (toll-free) 
Twitter @LouisianaSupe
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