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Counselor Spotlight 

 
With the end of the calendar year fast approaching, I hope you’re able to use this as a 
time to reflect, recharge, and realize all that you’ve done, all that there is to do, and all 
that you can do to make it happen.  We can apply this way of thinking to our health, 
family, finances, and role as school counselors. 

On a personal level, I hope you take time to remind yourself why you became a 
school counselor and who helped get you there.  Dr. Kevin Fall, Counselor Educator 
at Texas State University, spoke at the Louisiana Counseling Association’s annual 
conference in October, and he encouraged counselors to consider the 3 Ps that lead 
to a successful mentor/mentee relationship: 1) passion, 2) presence, and 3) 
pathfinders.  Each of the mentors you’ve encountered throughout your professional 
career probably provided you with at least one of these.  As a school counselor, you 
do this for students every single day. Your passion, presence, and ability to forge life 
paths and opportunities for students is an incredible skill and service.  We don’t 

always realize when our mentors are planting seeds that eventually develop and grow into life-changing forces.  
As school counselors we have to continue to be “master gardeners” in order to provide our students with equity 
and help foster the academic, personal/social, and career and college skills needed to be successful. 

On a more programmatic level, I encourage you to take some time to learn more about the ASCA National Model.  
We all know the countless duties and responsibilities we have that are not, as ASCA would say, “school 
counseling related.”  However, take some time to reflect on how you can implement one component of the ASCA 
National Model amidst FAFSA applications, testing, parent-teacher conferences, and making referrals to outside 
agencies.  Whether you begin by making an annual calendar for your spring semester, set a goal to run at least 
one small group, or use your school’s data to create a program goal to show how students are different because 
of the work school counselors do, begin the process of implementing a comprehensive school counseling 
program at your school. 

Advocacy is similar to setting resolutions—you know what you should or could be doing and you know what is 
best for you, so why not start now?  Just like those of us who set weight loss or budgeting goals for the new year, 
school counselors operating with intention can reach their goals.  School counselors who meet the goals they’ve 
set under the guidance of the ASCA National Model will have a positive impact on attendance, behavior, and 
achievement.  Thank you for the work you do each and every day.  Wishing you a happy New Year and 
successful second semester! 
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By Tristen Bergholtz, M.Ed. 

School Counselor, Woodlawn Middle School - East Baton Rouge Parish 

 

Career Readiness and Postsecondary Planning 
 

Call for Submissions: Spring Financial Aid Events  

 
The LDOE wants your submissions for the Regional Financial Aid Calendar of Events. 
This resource informs students, parents, schools, and school systems of upcoming 
financial aid events in their area.  The calendar and financial aid resources are located on 
the Department Financial Aid web page. 
 
Please email your event name, date, time, location, and a brief description to 
LDEfinancialaid@la.gov. 

 
Register for the 2018 Jump Start Convention  
 
Registration for the 2018 Jump Start Convention is now open. Held on January 23, 2018, at the Raising Cane’s 
River Center in Baton Rouge, the 2018 convention offers sessions for school system administrators, high school 
principals, teachers, professional counselors, Jump Start regional team members, and regional economic 
development and workforce development organizations.  
 
Please see the Jump Start Meetings and Training Opportunities page for the convention hotel list and evite, or  
email  jumpstart@la.gov with questions about the event. Registration will remain open in Wisdomwhere until 
January 12, 2018. 

 

School Programs and Support 
Pupil Progression Plan Updates 

The Department has posted a new Pupil Progression Plan (PPP) template and guidance document based on 
recent promotion policy revisions for grades 4 and 8.  Note: The PPP submission deadline has been extended to 
February 1, 2018.  
 
In response to feedback received from local school systems, the Department will propose at the December 2017 
BESE meeting that the recently approved revisions to Bulletin 1566 with regard to summer remediation be revised 
to allow for teachers rated “Effective: Proficient,” in addition to those rated “Highly Effective,” be able to serve as 
summer remediation instructors. 
 
Please email ppp@la.gov for additional information. 
 

Strategies for Success: A Guidebook for Supporting Students with Disabilities 

The Department has released Strategies for Success: A Guidebook for Supporting Students with Disabilities.  The 
purpose of this guidebook is to provide site and systems leaders with resources to create strong support plans 
based on proven practices for students with disabilities.  It can also be used to assist in applying for Round Two of 
the Redesign Grant.  The guidebook is organized around four proven strategies for improving the academic 
achievement of students with disabilities: 

● Identify disabilities early and accurately; 
● Provide high-quality instruction to ensure the achievement of ambitious IEP goals; 
● Strengthen instruction with specialized supports and related services;  

http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/course-choice/financial-aid-calendar-of-events.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/courses/financialaid
mailto:LDEfinancialaid@la.gov
https://www.solutionwhere.com/WW/Aspx/Public/Search/ShowConference.aspx?courseNum=4750&cId=83&pCId=0
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/jumpstart/2018-jump-start-convention-evite.pdf?sfvrsn=4
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/courses/all-things-jump-start/jump-start-meetings-and-training-opportunities
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/jumpstart/2018-jump-start-convention-hotel-list.pdf?sfvrsn=4
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/jumpstart/2018-jump-start-convention-evite.pdf?sfvrsn=4
mailto:jumpstart@la.gov
https://www.solutionwhere.com/WW/Aspx/Public/Search/ShowConference.aspx?courseNum=4750&cId=83&pCId=0
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/policy/2017-2018-pupil-progression-plan-template.docx?sfvrsn=8
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/policy/2017-2018-promotion-guidance.pdf?sfvrsn=6
http://www.boarddocs.com/la/bese/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=ARUN7H5DCA3D
mailto:ppp@la.gov
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/students-with-disabilities/strategies-for-success-a-guidebook-for-supporting-students-with-disabilities.pdf?sfvrsn=6
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/students-with-disabilities/strategies-for-success-a-guidebook-for-supporting-students-with-disabilities.pdf?sfvrsn=6
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/course-choice/financial-aid-calendar-of-events.pdf?sfvrsn=2
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● Coordinate effective transition planning and implementation. 

SCA Course Choice Spring 2018 Registration                                                  

Registration for Course Choice Spring 2018 opened on November 27, 2017. Schools will register students 
directly with the course provider. Please see the Course Choice Registration Instructions for details on this 
process. Once students are registered with course providers, schools should document enrollments in the Course 
Choice Registration System. 
 
Funded through the Supplemental Course Allocation, Course Choice provides students and schools with access 
to a broad variety of course offerings from online, face-to-face, industry, and dual enrollment course providers. 
Students can earn credit for  

● career and technical preparation supporting the Jump Start program; 
● academic work required to achieve TOPS; 
● advanced coursework not available at the school due to limited resources; 
● dual enrollment courses from colleges and universities; and 
● intensive remediation to stay on pace for graduation.  

 
Please email sca@la.gov for more information. 
 

CLEP Resources 

CollegeBoard offers several CLEP resources for students, professional counselors, and administrators. 
 

● The Student Advising page has recommendations for identifying students who may benefit from taking a 
CLEP exam. 

● The Practice page includes sample questions, study materials, and information about how students can 
register for free online CLEP® courses.  

 
Please email highschoolacademics@la.gov for more information. 
 

Applications for ACT College and Career Readiness Champions Due December 31 

ACT College and Career Readiness Champions are high school seniors, K-12 professionals, postsecondary 
professionals, and workforce professionals who are making a positive impact on their communities through their 
efforts to advance college and career readiness. ACT Champions receive recognition awards and individual 
certificates. In addition, Student Champions receive a $500 scholarship.  
 
Applications are due December 31, 2017, and champions will be notified on or before April 2, 2018.  
 
Please email ccrc@act.org with questions about the awards or the applications process. 
 

Information for Visually Impaired Students and Their Parents 

Louisiana School for the Visually Impaired (LSVI) is a pre-K through 12th grade state school specifically designed 
for visually impaired students. LSVI provides residential housing for all students living outside the 25 mile Baton 
Rouge area radius. Their Expanded Core Curriculum is comprised of nine areas: compensatory/functional 
academic skills, orientation and mobility training, social interaction, independent living, recreation and leisure, 
career education, use of assistive technology, visual efficiency, and self-determination. All teachers at LSVI are 
visually impaired certified or are actively working toward their certification.  
 
LSVI offers extra-curricular activities ranging from clubs, student government, on and off-campus social events, 
choir, band, drumline, and sports such as wrestling, powerlifting, track, cheerleading, and football. They also offer 
a variety of annual school events to create a welcoming school environment: White Cane Day, College and 
Career Day, Braille Challenge, Art and Talent Show, Space Camp at NASA, and Prom/MORP/Homecoming.  

https://lacourses.net/Documents/RegistrationInstructions.pdf
https://lacourses.net/
https://lacourses.net/
mailto:sca@la.gov
https://clep.collegeboard.org/
https://clep.collegeboard.org/
https://clep.collegeboard.org/develop-your-clep-program/inform-students/student-advising
https://clep.collegeboard.org/earn-college-credit/practice
https://clep.collegeboard.org/earn-college-credit/practice
https://clep.collegeboard.org/?ep_mid=11408039&ep_rid=32105173
about:blank
http://www.act.org/content/act/en/public-affairs/college-and-career-readiness-champions.html?cid=email:marketo:b2b-k12-high-school-none-state-orgs:10042017-domestic-SOC0000--mkto3941--organic----marketing&utm_medium=email&utm_source=marketo&utm_name=b2b-k12-high-school-none-state-orgs&utm_content=10042017-domestic-SOC0000--mkto3941--organic----marketing&mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiWXpobU1ETmxOalUxTkROaiIsInQiOiI3VU5UckdcLzRSVXBjWGVhU1wvYk04T2lhOVpUdyt3VlZlM3FTQ0piVlRmeW5jRkxqOW5hQmxMVThXQkE0aDRLVFJ5UXA1TlB5Y0lnRkoxZ0Z2c3ZubDVuUXA3YUdnM2Fnd3VFT3RtR0lxNHZ3WVRGR1krV0Zkbys3WkhLRmN0bHBtIn0%3D
about:blank
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Please share the LSVI brochure with parents and students who may need additional educational options due to a 
visual impairment; email llancaster@lsdvi.org for more information.   
 

Louisiana National Guard Youth Challenge 

In addition to the already existing HiSET pathway, the Louisiana National Guard Youth Challenge Program (YCP) 
recently launched a new course choice/credit recovery pathway for the 2017-2018 school year. These pathways 
allow the Youth Challenge Program to serve as a partner in education assisting a wider variety of students.  
 
If you missed the briefing on these new pathways at the Fall Counselor Collaboration Meetings or would like more 
information on how you can partner with the Youth Challenge Program to help your students succeed, please call 
(318) 641-5803 or email megan.d.ready.nfg@mail.mil. YCP staff members are available to travel and answer 
questions at meetings, conferences, and other education-related events. 

 
Other 
Community College System and FFA Scholarship Agreement 

Governor John Bel Edwards recently announced an agreement between the Louisiana Community and Technical 
College System (LCTCS) and the Louisiana Future Farmers of America (FFA). This agreement calls for every 
Louisiana FFA member who graduates from a Louisiana high school to receive a one-time $500 scholarship and 
for a $1000 one-time scholarship for each FFA state champion to any LCTCS college. 
 
Please contact the Louisiana FFA Association for more information. 
 

Aaron Minc Scholarship Accepting Applicants 

The Aaron Minc scholarship was created to provide students from all areas of study with an opportunity to 
achieve their career goals. To be eligible, each applicant will be asked to submit a short essay discussing cyber 
bullying, and fill out an application. The award for this scholarship is $1,500, and all applications must be 
submitted by July 31, 2018. 
 
High school students graduating this calendar year who have been accepted into a college or university in the 
USA, or students currently enrolled in a college or university who have not reached their senior year, are eligible. 
All applicants must be U.S. citizens.  
 

NCAA Resources for Counselors 

 High School Counselors Quick Hits explains the basic responsibilities counselors should be aware of 
when working with student athletes. It also provides seasonal suggestions for tasks and basic timeline for 
high school students. 

 2017-2018 Guide for High School Counselors defines the role of the high school counselor in the initial 
eligibility process, and lists the requirements students need to meet if they want to compete in NCAA 
Division I or II athletics.  

 
Please visit the NCAA Eligibility Center for more information.  

http://files.constantcontact.com/f4600336201/dbffa1d3-261c-41f9-b960-94bc2c5d2223.pdf?ver=1511818554000
mailto:llancaster@lsdvi.org
about:blank
http://gov.louisiana.gov/index.cfm/newsroom/detail/1154
http://www.la-ffa.org/contact/
http://aaronmincscholarship.com/
http://fs.ncaa.org/Docs/eligibility_center/HS/HS_Counselor_Responsibilities.pdf
http://www.ncaapublications.com/p-4411-2017-18-guide-for-high-school-counselors.aspx?CategoryID=0&SectionID=0&ManufacturerID=0&DistributorID=0&GenreID=0&VectorID=0&
http://www.ncaa.org/student-athletes/future/eligibility-center

