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April Spotlight: Marquita George
After working so hard to stay afloat all year long, you can finally begin to
breathe a little. You are almost at the end of another school year in which
there were days you simply did not know how you were going to make it to
the dismissal bell. Take a moment to look at what all of your hard work was
able to produce, even though the chaos is still going on. Watching your
students mature and transition to the next grade level, meeting with them to
calculate one last time what is required to receive a passing grade, or
watching their excitement as they get ready for graduation are all examples
of how your support and guidance played a part in their success.
 
This is the best time to both reflect upon the school year that is ending and

start thinking about our goals for the following year. Although I strive for perfection, I know there is
always room for improvement. How can I make time to meet individually with more of my students
when I have so many things on my plate? How can I offer more support to teachers and other
professionals in my building? How can I advocate for myself and my counseling department so that
our duties align with the true definition of a school counselor?
 
In my role as chair of the counseling department at Hahnville High School, I have learned the
importance of having an open relationship with our administrative staff. I also learned the importance of
having a willingness to collaborate in order to effectively communicate the needs of my students, my
department, and my school. Being able to see the perspective of others within our school system has
enabled me to better identify the true needs of those around me.
 
As counselors we have a direct impact on the psychological health and physical safety of the people
around us, so we must continue to advocate for our students and our colleagues. While advocating for
others is one of the most important roles we play, we must also realize that we need support as well.
If we don't ask for that support, we can't expect anyone else to do it for us. Each year we have the
opportunity to learn from the previous school year and make changes that can impact our school and
community. By continuing to advocate for ourselves in order to support our students, keeping open
communication with our peers, and collaborating with faculty and administration, each of us can be



the change we want to see in our schools.
 
Marquita George, MESC, NCC
School Counselor, Department Chair
Hahnville High School

Assessment Resources and Reminders
Birth through Prekindergarten

GOLD® Spring Checkpoint is due due May 31; refer to 10 Tips for Successfully Completing
Your Checkpoint for assistance.
Although the comprehensive set of GOLD® objectives and dimensions is not a Department
requirement, some sites plan to use the full assessment tool. Please watch the support video,
"Enabling the Comprehensive Set of GOLD® Objectives/Dimensions for a Site" for step-by-step
instructions.

LEAP 2025 

The LEAP 2025 Science Assessment Guides have been updated to include information about the new
reporting categories, which reflect the Louisiana Student Standards for Science. 

ELPT, LAA1, and LEAP Connect 

ELPT, LAA1, and LEAP Connect results will be available in May.
Parent Guide to the ELPT Student Reports are available in the Family Support Toolbox.
Parent Guide to the LEAP Connect Student Reports are available in the Family Support
Toolbox.

Please email assessment@la.gov with questions about state assessments, or refer to the 2018-2019
Assessment Month-by-Month Checklist for key dates and deadlines.

Professional Resources and Opportunities
Quest for Success Training and Super Summer Institute

The Department is hosting several Quest for Success (QFS) training sessions during the 2019 Super
Summer Institute (SSI). QFS is Louisiana's innovative new high school-level career exploration course
that has been designed to prepare all Louisiana graduates for career and life success. 

School systems are responsible for all travel expenses and the registration fee of $250 per session.
School systems may use their Career Development Funds (CDF) or 2018-2019 Carl Perkins Funds to
pay the fee. Registration and payment must be submitted through Eventbrite by April 26.

Note: This two-day training is required for all instructors who will teach the course; QFS will
replace Journey to Careers beginning in 2020-2021. 

SSI is happening in multiple locations throughout the state. These events provide secondary and
postsecondary educators the opportunity to build capacity through technical training and credential
attainment in high-wage, in-demand career sectors aligned to the workforce needs of Louisiana. 

Lafourche: June 10-14
Calcasieu: June 10-14
Bossier: July 15-19
Livingston: July 22-26
New Orleans: July 22-26

Please email jumpstart@la.gov for more information.

Continuing Education: Career Development

The National Career Development Association (NCDA) provides professional development,



publications, standards, and advocacy to practitioners and educators who inspire and empower
individuals to achieve their career and life goals. 

The 2019 NCDA Global Career Development Conference is June 27-29 in Houston, Texas. This year's
theme is Creating Career Interventions to Break  Barriers: Empowering Lives and Achieving Equity. 
This year's theme highlights the work of career development professionals to inspire and empower
individuals to achieve their educational, career, and life goals. Please visit the conference web site for
the agenda and details on continuing education hours. 

The Louisiana Career Development Association (LCDA) is a division of the Louisiana
Counseling Association (LCA) and a chartered state division of NCDA. LCDA serves to enhance the
professional development and networking opportunities for career counselors throughout the state.
Members of LCDA include K-12, postsecondary, and private practice counseling professionals who
use their skills to promote career awareness, education, and self-development over one's lifespan.

Save the Date: The 2020 LCDA Career Connections Conference will be January 24 at the East Baton
Rouge Parish Library.

2019 Teacher Leader Summit: Counselor Strand

The 2019 Louisiana Teacher Leader Summit will take place June 26-28 at the New Orleans Ernest N.
Morial Convention Center. This event will bring together 5,000 educators from across the state to
share their knowledge, learn new skills, and prepare for the 2019-2020 school year.
 
Multiple sessions will be tailored to and presented by practicing school counselors and counselor
educators. Please review the 2019 Teacher Leader Summit Overview for registration information; look
for session details in the May Counselor Connect.

Professional Organization of School Counselors

The Louisiana School Counselor Association (LSCA) is the state division of the American School
Counselor Association (ASCA) and the largest division of the Louisiana Counseling Association
(LCA). The mission of LSCA is to support professional school counselors as they assist students and
their families in their academic, career, and social/emotional development.

The association has had a very productive year. Members served on an LDOE School Counselor
Study Group, presented at Governor Edwards' Children's Cabinet, worked with First Lady Edwards on
improving the role of school counselors, and advocated for BESE approval to revise language in
Bulletin 741 concerning school counselor certification.

Email denise.latour@tangischools.org for more information about how the association can support
you.

AP Coordinator Workshops

The University of Louisiana at Lafayette (ULL) and Captain Shreve High School are hosting free in-
person AP coordinator workshops this summer. The workshops are delivered in two parts. Part 1
prepares coordinators for the beginning of the school year; Part 2 prepares coordinators for exam
administration and invoicing.

July 15, 2019: ULL will host a full-day workshop on Parts 1 and 2.
August 5, 2019: Captain Shreve High School will host two consecutive half-day sessions that
cover only Part 1.

Please visit AP Central to register; seats for free workshops tend to fill quickly.

Educator Certification
 
Please visit Teach LA Live! to submit certification requests, pay fees, and communicate with
certification specialists. Note: the Department will no longer accept paper applications after
May 1, 2019. Please email certification@la.gov with questions.

School Counselor Survey

Thanks to all who completed the Counselor Resources questionnaire. The survey is no longer open,
but your feedback is always welcome. Look for a summary of the survey results in the May edition of
Counselor Connect.



AP, dual enrollment, graduation requirements: collegereadiness@la.gov
Assessment: assessment@la.gov
Career technical education, Jump Start: jumpstart@la.gov
Counselor Collaborations, network support: emily.bradley@la.gov (North) or greg.theriot@la.gov
(South)
Counselor Connect newsletter, individual graduation planning: leslie.gilliland@la.gov
Financial aid planning: ldefinancialaid@la.gov
Quest for Success: tedrick.holmes@la.gov
SCA/Course Choice: sca@la.gov
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