
January 16, 2020

Early Childhood Newsletter

Dear Colleagues,

As you know, Louisiana currently serves nearly all 4-year-old children from low-income families in
publicly-funded early childhood programs. But our state only serves 7 percent of in-need children
ages birth to 2 and only 33 percent of in-need 3-year olds. Fortunately, before the holiday break
Louisiana again was named a winner of the competitive federal Preschool Development Grant,
worth more than $11 million each year for three years, dedicated to increasing the quantity and
quality of opportunities available to the youngest children.

The grant first creates at least 600 new seats in child care centers for children ages 0 to 3. These
seats will be prioritized for child care programs that provide infant care, that meet all teacher
certification requirements, and that achieve solid quality rating scores. The grant will also double
the number of Ready Start Networks. These locally-led pilot programs are increasing access to high-
quality early childhood education in their communities. Currently there are 13 pilots statewide
under the leadership of local school systems and non-profit organizations. These agencies have led
the important early childhood work across Louisiana that helped to secure this important grant for
our state. 

The grant will also provide new, unique supports directly to parents of the youngest children. Early
Childhood Education Guides will recruit and support families to apply for child care assistance and
will develop community-specific waiting lists for families who have applied for seats and are
awaiting services. The grant will also allow Louisiana to establish regional networks of family child
care home providers, which provide approved child care services from their homes, offering support
for improvement efforts for pilot participants. This is a voluntary and novel means of assisting a
large and important component of the child care industry that often goes overlooked.

Thankfully, there is real energy in Louisiana for supporting early childhood services. The issue is
complex, and solutions will be complex. To assist all families seeking services, we will need to look
for ways to support our youngest children. While not a complete solution, the Preschool
Development Grant gives us reason again to innovate and to expand the services we provide to the
newest members of our communities.

As always, thank you for all you do for our children,
 
John

@LouisianaSupe

Upcoming Events:
January 23- For CCR&Rs- Child Care Support Meeting- Baton Rouge
January 30-ECCE Commission Meeting- Baton Rouge

Upcoming Deadlines
January 17- LA 4 Support Services and Transportation Report

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/key-initiatives/louisianas-key-initiatives---ready-start-network.pdf?sfvrsn=17389a1f_6
https://twitter.com/louisianasupe?lang=en
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/classroom-support/director-support-toolbox
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/newsroom/leaders-lagniappe---january-2020---carrie-henry.pdf?sfvrsn=c3539a1f_2


February 7-Super App and Coordinated Funding Request
February 28-For Lead Agencies: February Child Count due
February 28-Coordinated Enrollment Plan due
March 1-Teacher Leader Summit 2020 Early Bird Registration ends

More Important Dates
Please see the LDOE School System Support Calendar.
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Teaching and Learning

GOLD® Tip of the Month
With the GOLD® winter checkpoint fas t approaching, please reflect on how empowered teachers  are
when they are Interrater Rel iabi l i ty certi fied. Fina l i zing checkpoint ratings  can be di ffi cul t, and
completing the Interrater Rel iabi l i ty Certi fi cation may feel  daunting, but teachers  who have
success ful ly completed this  important certi fi cation can proceed with the confidence (and proof!) that
they can accurately eva luate where chi ldren’s  knowledge, ski l l s , and abi l i ties  are a long each
progress ion in GOLD®.

Take a  few moments  to review this  support article that offers  teachers  tips  on completing the
Interrater Rel iabi l i ty Certi fi cation, as  wel l  as  this  support article for adminis trators  on ways  to s upport
thei r teachers  through this  cri ti ca l  process .

Reminder: GOLD® winter checkpoint due February 28.

Resources for CLASS® observers:
CLASS® observers : Teachstone recently releas ed addi tiona l  s upport that CLASS® users  need to obs erve,
certi fy and recerti fy rel iable. These resources  can be acces sed here. 

Addi tiona l ly, CLASS® observations  for spring are now ava i lable for schedul ing in the CLASS® porta l .

Teacher Leader Summit 2020 Registration
The 2020 Teacher Leader Summit wi l l  take place May 27–29 at the Moria l  Convention Center in New
Orleans . The Department has  publ i shed an overview document to addres s  the most frequently as ked
questions . Early Bi rd Regis tration opens  on January 10 for the Summit wi th the two phas es  below to
fol low:

Regular regis tration (March 2 through May 11)
On-s i te regis tration for those who do not regis ter by May 11

 
To help offset the cost of running a  high-qua l i ty, multi -day event for thous ands  of Louis iana
educators , the Department wi l l  charge a  smal l  regis tration fee for the 2020 Teacher Leader Summit.
This  fee wi l l  cover:

admiss ion to conference,
conference sess ions , and
lunch May 27 and May 28.

Educators  can receive a  discount by regis tering early and regis tering for a l l  three days  at once.
Educators  can choose to not eat the lunch provided, but may not opt-out of the regis tration fee. More
information regarding pricing i s  ava i lable.

New for 2020 - Group Registration
School  sys tem supervisors  may now purchase ti ckets  for up to 10 of thei r educators  in one trans action.
School  sys tem supervisors  who elect this  option s hould be prepared to ans wer questions  s peci fi c to
each regis trant (e.g. emai l  address , content area) a t the time of purchas e. The supervisor wi l l  receive
a  receipt showing 10 ti cket purchases , and each individua l  regis trant wi l l  receive an emai l
confi rmation with thei r ti cket information.
 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__r20.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001FaU3pOYWC0JhuBZEkoOaQVGkIOOPhYwlsh6pa2ANObTFPZfB7-5FUQDgKNrKEUCGAjWL78CunKaROIeNk8TiR6wkNcCq7earBPQLbR5CQD7E3ghdmFUs-2DMU4E3tlfMxdA35lj1TGDKAmcZS4I2OWpNF-2Dd0XoPxQkUIubljUc-5Fo59A-3D-26c-3DEk5o4xgtkrStk9OiA-5FCWUE-2Dlni-2D4SvirKS3R4JtgItiCM51PBACt2w-3D-3D-26ch-3DbwLzMfHnQFs5pbIyYCx8ykciIaIFrwYzeNGvV43XCvb0-2Dp1uBpS-5FNg-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=xlPCXuHzMdaH2Flc1sgyicYpGQbQbU9KDEmgNF3_wI0&r=8XJCv_ZDVib2hX6XiqGP3S3w4qzgqnmR1tO4SXobYGU&m=wYKNhHtojYgZQ3ibyFj_30V_TEG36pLLbfz4fHtW9Hs&s=i6fPo302TIgmo0O5nX-MtLxZgiwS0t-bYjU7t_QmY5s&e=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001n7EmQV_cTTq1hVhaNVpWw33NmRfUgTp9aB3GkSIl08NbpJVXHGynJK0KsQpxbKmKtpht2VXjfMxu1Tzl9n2mH_vG6Dnvwlso9Z_x_ErqVlu7eeyYQDKab4nF_Vhm2msKkdhwOpSl8Obz9yLE6TxeT0uEVTOi-v2yuwvX6IVS8DM9Fn2ZCLT6c5XstSWf4kcF5_wI-4mfCaPPIqFx2OZLhq06eFe6e42i4qxKZxqnAhwPhkZhToEp2D6zOSXOvdO-G2itj2reYJvqi6FxZdKPP26zMe_XADEMj-CX6ela554=&c=vGbnCRFHlGwBypkiNBEH2a4wzI4rxPNusVz2EHFas8tL6XBfCinxdQ==&ch=XIFruYXTz78fCWz59PEpzTXw3AyX8IIvfwFSssVoCsL3GjWgGa7Y7A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001n7EmQV_cTTq1hVhaNVpWw33NmRfUgTp9aB3GkSIl08NbpJVXHGynJK0KsQpxbKmKtpht2VXjfMxu1Tzl9n2mH_vG6Dnvwlso9Z_x_ErqVlu7eeyYQDKab4nF_Vhm2msKkdhwOpSl8Obz9yLE6TxeT0uEVTOi-v2yuwvX6IVS8DM9Fn2ZCLT6c5XstSWf4kcF5_wI-4mfCaPPIqFx2OZLhq06eFe6e42i4qxKZxqnAhwPhkZhToEp2D6zOSXOvdO-G2itj2reYJvqi6FxZdKPP26zMe_XADEMj-CX6ela554=&c=vGbnCRFHlGwBypkiNBEH2a4wzI4rxPNusVz2EHFas8tL6XBfCinxdQ==&ch=XIFruYXTz78fCWz59PEpzTXw3AyX8IIvfwFSssVoCsL3GjWgGa7Y7A==
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Please contact ldoeevents@la .gov with questions .

2020 Teacher Leader Summit T-Shirt Design Contest
 
The Department i s  seeking inspi ration for 2020 Teacher Leader Summit t-s hi rt des ign! Educators  wi th
an arti s ti c fla i r a re encouraged to submit thei r des ign for cons ideration by February 7 to
ldoecommunications@la .gov. The winning school  wi l l  receive $1 per s hi rt sold. Las t year’s  school ,
Montegut Middle, was  awarded $968 from The Inkwel l  Press .
 
The winning des ign wi l l  be announced in the March edi tion of the Teacher Leader news letter.
Reference the contest rules  for deta i l s  or contact louis ianateacherleaders@la .gov with ques tions .

Funding and Enrollment

LA 4 Support Service and Transportation Report
LA 4 LEAs  are required to report thei r support s ervices  and transportation information twice a
year. This  information must be submitted by school  s ys tems  and charter organizations  who receive
di rect LA 4 a l locations . Reports should be submitted through this survey: LA 4 SUPPORT SERVICES REPORT
which is due no later than close of business January 17.

Questions  should be di rected to Lindsey.Bradford@la.gov

Child Care Assistance Program aids families affected by substance abuse
To support fami l ies  a ffected by opioids , heroin, or other s ubstance abus e, the Chi ld Care Ass is tance
Program (CCAP) provides  financia l  ass i s tance to low-income fami l ies  whi le they are in a  trans i tiona l
l iving program. A trans i tiona l  l i ving program includes , but i s  not l imited to, s ubstance abus e
treatment faci l i ties .  

For more information, please reach out to dawniel le.broussard@la .gov.

Child Safety and Welfare

Supervision and Transportation Campaign
There has  been a  s igni fi cant increase in reports  of chi ldren being left uns upervis ed in l i censed
centers , on play yards , and in vehicles . The Divis ion of Licens ing wi l l  work closer wi th early learning
centers  to support thei r efforts  to keep chi ldren safe and to improve providers ’ knowledge of the
supervis ion requirements .

Starting this  month, the Divi s ion of Licens ing wi l l  be at early learning centers  to closely observe the
supervis ion of the center, play yards , and transportation. If there are any serious  deficiencies , the
early learning center wi l l  be referred to receive on-s i te technica l  ass i s tance.

License Renewal Documents
The Divis ion of Licens ing has  seen an increas e in the number of renewal  appl ications  being received
on time through CAFÉ. Thank you! 

As  a  reminder, in order to ensure that renewal  appl ications  are process ed in a  timely manner, the
fol lowing accompanying documents  should be provided as  s oon as  poss ible to help make the
renewal  process  a  breeze. These documents  include: 

Current approva l  from the Office of Publ ic Hea l th
Current approva l  from the Office of State Fi re Marsha l
Current approva l  from the Ci ty Fi re (i f appl icable)
Current copy of Genera l  Liabi l i ty Ins urance
LDOE Office of Early Chi ldhood Academic Approva l  (for Type I I I  centers ).

Please contact the ass igned Licens ing Consul tant at (225) 342-9905 or e-mai l  ldel i cens ing@la .gov with
any questions . 

Update for Child Care Criminal Background Checks

Fee increases and additional fingerprint locations
The fingerprint fee of the Chi ld Care Crimina l  Background Check (CCCBC) wi l l  increase from $49.25 to
$49.65 beginning January 22, 2020. The Department was  a ls o informed that beginning March 1, 2020 a
$5.00 fee wi l l  be charged for the Louis iana  Sheri ff As sociation (LSA).

The Department fee and fees  from other s tate agencies  remain the same. Through a  new s tatewide
civi l  s can sys tem, there wi l l  soon be 18 addi tiona l  fingerprint locations . Be s ure to check the LDOE-

mailto:ldoeevents@la.gov
mailto:ldoecommunications@la.gov
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/links-for-newsletters/2019-tl-summit-t-shirt-design-contest.pdf?sfvrsn=8d66911f_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/links-for-newsletters/2019-tl-summit-t-shirt-design-contest.pdf?sfvrsn=8d66911f_2
mailto:louisianateacherleaders@la.gov
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__forms.gle_qmJopd4MmETJdtHu7&d=DwMFaQ&c=xlPCXuHzMdaH2Flc1sgyicYpGQbQbU9KDEmgNF3_wI0&r=dYVHFEXVNdRAptksvvJ7WOxhx0F7rVJzt6a4ohSF9Zg&m=RFGQcZQ3aCyvjoZptF0rKmShviWhmowO6a2EnwUd9VA&s=dpK32tmBiBLX9vRyCBXoIJrBG0hK5TnXC41nTvyhbQ0&e=
mailto:Lindsey.Bradford@la.gov
https://louisianabelieves.com/early-childhood/child-care-assistance-program
https://louisianabelieves.com/early-childhood/child-care-assistance-program
mailto:dawnielle.broussard@la.gov
mailto:ldelicensing@la.gov
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/fingerprint-locations-for-child-care-cbcs.pdf?sfvrsn=2


approved fingerprint location l i s t for updates . Note, i f a  sheri ff location i s  l i s ted as  an optiona l
location, there may be an addi tiona l  $5.00 charge for fingerprinting services . 

An Overview of the Chi ld Care Crimina l  Background Check and a  fee chart can be found here. 

Please contact va lerie.black@la .gov for more information.  

Director Support

Director Support Toolbox launches!
The job of a  di rector covers  a  lot of terri tory, from l i cens ing to accountabi l i ty.
The Department has  created a  Di rector Support Toolbox to put a l l  the
resources  di rectors  need at thei r fingertips . Check i t out!

CDA Renewal Amnesty Program
Beginning Jan. 1, 2020, the Counci l  for Profess iona l  Recogni tion wi l l  be
celebrating 45 years  of the CDA®! To celebrate, the Counci l  wi l l  offer a
l imited-time CDA® Renewal  Amnesty Program. This  program wi l l  a l low
anyone with a  CDA® credentia l  expi ration date as  far back as  January 1, 2010, an opportuni ty to
complete the renewal  process  and make thei r credentia l  active aga in.

ELIGIBILITY
• Expi ration date as  far back as  January 1, 2010
• Must meet a l l  current renewal  requirements
• Apply onl ine us ing YourCounci l  (cl i ck here to learn about account access )

The program wi l l  run from January 1, 2020 to March 31, 2020. Al l  appl ications  and payments  ($125) must
be submitted onl ine by March 31, 2020. No exceptions  or extens ions  wi l l  be granted.Start preparing
today by downloading the free CDA® Renewal  Procedures  Guide ava i lable on the Counci l 's  webs i te.
The CDA® Renewal  Procedures  Guide provides  deta i led information about the renewal  requirements

New Directors Webinar
Learn everything you need to know about Louis iana ’s  early chi ldhood sys tem. 

Webinar Date and Time: Thursday, February 6 at 12:00 p.m.
Webinar Link: https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/690975659
Webinar Phone Number: 1-646-876-9923
Webinar Meeting ID: 690 975 659

This  month, we share the s tory of Carrie Henry, a
fel low in the Louis iana  Early Leaders  Academy,
and the di rector of Creative Kidz. Carrie s hares
how she i s  leading for excel lence by ensuring
that high qua l i ty curriculum is  implemented in
a l l  her centers . 

"I'm ready to take our center to the next level, said
Carrie. "We have the knowledge and materials to

reach for the stars with our children."

Lead Agency Support

Early Childhood March Collaboration Meetings
The Department would l ike to announce the dates  for the Early Chi ldhood March Col laboration
meetings . Al l  early chi ldhood lead agencies  are required to be repres ented at the March
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Col laboration meetings . Regis tration i s  not required for these meetings  and lead agency
representatives  may attend at any of the locations  noted below.

March 9- Baton Rouge
March 10- Jefferson
March 17 -Boss ier Ci ty
March 20- La fayette 

Weekly Webinar/Conference Call for Lead Agencies
The Early Chi ldhood Team holds  a  weekly webinar/conference ca l l  ques tion and ans wer s ess ion for
lead agencies . The ha l f-hour sess ions  are held on most Tuesdays  at 3:00 p.m. The Early Chi ldhood
Team wi l l  provide updates  and reminders . Addi tiona l  topics  wi l l  be determined by ca l ler ques tions . A
meeting invi tation conta ining the connecting information to the new Zoom webinar account has  been
sent to a l l  lead agency contacts . 

Contact amanda.colon@la .gov with questions .

Upcoming Schedule for Weekly Webinar/Conference Call for Lead Agencies
January 14 at 3:00 p.m.
January 21 at 3:00 p.m.
January 27 at 3:00 p.m.

Bi-weekly Community of Practice Webinar/Conference Call for Ready Start Network Lead Agencies
Every other Tuesday at 2:30 p.m., Ready Start Network Lead Agencies  convene to discuss  thei r progress
and solve problems. Lead agency contacts  who are interes ted in “l i s tening in” to learn more about
what Ready Start Networks  are doing, please emai l  l i zzie.cosse@la .gov to receive the information to
connect to the webinar. 

Other

Key Training Modules Request for Applications (RFA) Released
The Louis iana  Department of Education i s  offering another funding opportuni ty for highly qua l i fied
tra iners .

In an effort to share the highest qua l i ty tra ining opportuni ties  ava i lable to Louis iana ’s  early
chi ldhood workforce, the Department has  releas ed a  thi rd Request for Appl ications  (RFA) for experts
to develop ready-to-go presentations  and profess iona l  development that wi l l  comprise Louis iana ’s
Early Chi ldhood Key Tra ining Modules .

This  RFA i s  seeking proposa ls  for tra inings  that are related to Management and Leadership. The
appl ication must be submitted by January 24, 2020. Louis iana  Early Chi ldhood Key Tra ining Module
appl ications  should be emai led as  a  PDF document to meredi th.eckard@la .gov.
 
Addi tiona l ly, information i s  provided in the Request for Appl ications  (RFA).

In Case You Missed It

State getting $33 mi l l ion from federa l  government to improve early chi ldhood education (The
Advocate)

Science Shows  Benefi ts  from Conversationa l  ‘Turn-Taking’ wi th Babies  (New America)

Why These School  Dis tricts  Serve Chi ldren Beginning at Bi rth (EdSurge) 

Early chi ldhood education ga ining pol i ti ca l  s team ‘l ike apple pie and the Fourth of July’ (The
Advocate)

‘Not Jus t Tummy Time’: A Preschool  Profess iona l i zes  ECE (Edtopia ) 

Subscribe to the newsletter
I f someone you know wishes  to receive this  news letter, pleas e regis ter to subs cribe us ing the button
below!
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