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SUPERINTENDENT'S MESSAGE
Dear Colleagues,
 
Teachers are the heart of our early childhood classrooms. Every day they care for, love on and educate our youngest learners - whether
in a child care, Head Start or school classroom. They are professionals who work hard to help every child learn language, build skills and
manage their emotions and behavior so that he or she can be successful in school and in life. Thus it is critically important that our
teachers continue to help shape the statewide efforts to prepare all children for kindergarten.  And we need your help to get teachers'
input.
 
Last year, more than 3,000 early childhood teachers responded to the Early Childhood Lead Teacher Survey, representing every
community and every provider type. Thanks to their participation, we learned that:

Only 65% of teachers observed reported that they received feedback results after every local observation yet, when they did
receive feedback, nearly 90% of teachers found it helpful to their growth and development.
84% of teachers felt supported or somewhat supported by someone to improve their teaching based on that feedback.
Most importantly, 95% of those teachers who felt at least somewhat supported by someone to improve identified that support as
helpful to their growth and development.

 
As a result of the survey, the Department, along with partners across the state, has made changes to ensure teachers are receiving more
feedback and support. This year's survey will help us understand where we have made progress and where there are still gaps.
 
Tomorrow, the Department will release the 2016-2017 Early Childhood Lead Teacher Survey. The Department is asking all early
childhood lead teachers in publicly-funded sites to complete this brief online survey that measures levels of teacher satisfaction with the
training and supports available to them. 

This survey is only for Lead Teachers in all early childhood publicly-funded programs.
Individual results are confidential and will never be shared with programs or Community Networks.
Results of the survey will be aggregated at the Community Network level and shared as an informational metric on the Community
Network Practice Performance Profile.
Surveys should be completed by May 15, 2017.

 
The 2016-2017 Early Childhood Lead Teacher Survey will be disseminated through Teaching Strategies GOLD®  email addresses to
teachers, and to providers where GOLD® email addresses were not available. For questions, please contact Nasha Patel.
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And as always, thank you for all you do for our children.
 
John
 
John White
Louisiana Department of Education
Twitter @LouisianaSupe   

TEACHING AND LEARNING
EARLY CHILDHOOD ANCILLARY CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS- PROFESSIONAL TRAINING FOR CHILD
CARE TEACHERS 
In order to support child care teachers to earn their Early Childhood Ancillary Certificate, the Department has been working with
teacher preparation programs to offer high-quality Child Development Associate (CDA) coursework.
 
Early Childhood Ancillary Certificate Programs are teacher preparation programs for lead-teachers that have not yet completed the
majority of their CDA training. Early Childhood Ancillary Certificate Programs prepare teachers to complete their CDA, as well as provide
practice experiences, including coaching and preparation for CLASS® observations.
 
Individuals who qualify for Louisiana Pathways Scholarships may receive tuition support. There are currently 11 BESE-approved Early
Childhood Ancillary Certificate Programs that will be enrolling for summer or fall.
 
For questions, please contact Erin Carroll. 

NEW OPTIONAL FEATURES FOR GOLD® 

Beginning this week, Teaching Strategies will add two new optional features to the GOLD ®  system.  Teachers can now include School
Readiness Goals as well as a customized time of day when accessing the Weekly Planning Form (under the "Planning" tab).  
 
An optional summer checkpoint will be added to GOLD ® .  This will accommodate programs that want a fourth checkpoint (example: for
federal reporting or tracking children's progress over the summer months). The optional checkpoint must be finalized by July 15, 2017.

All programs serving publicly-funded children must still complete the three required checkpoint periods all publicly-funded children for
October, February and May. 

FUNDING AND ENROLLMENT
QUALITY START REMINDER - SCHOOL READINESS TAX CREDITS

If you are a Quality Rated center, you may qualify for School Readiness Tax Credits. School Readiness Tax Credits may be available for
qualifying teachers, directors, centers, and parents. Important information and dates concerning these tax credits can be found here.

For any questions, or if you are a center that opened after star ratings were "frozen" or have another extenuating circumstance, please
contact Mary Jo Smith .  

CHILD SAFETY AND WELFARE
CRITICAL REPORTABLE INCIDENT NOW AVAILABLE TO SUBMIT ONLINE 

The Critical Incident Report Form is found in the Licensing Library and on the  Child Care Licensing Information Page . Licensing
regulations define a critical incident as any event related to the health, safety, or well-being of a child that include, but not limited to,
children being left unsupervised for any amount of time, any reports of inappropriate discipline to a child by a staff member, physical
altercations in the center while children are present, and/or any time a parent notifies the Provider that medical attention was received for
an incident at the center. These incidents  must be reported to Licensing and Child Welfare.  You can now fill out this form online and e-
mail to LDE Licensing .

For questions, please contact your consultant at 225-342-9905  or e-mail LDE Licensing.
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NEW DIRECTOR TRAINING FOR LICENSING  
 
An in-person, new director training on licensing has been scheduled for  Thursday, April 6 from 1:00 p.m. -4:00 p.m. in the in the
Claiborne Building, located at 1201 N. 3rd Street, Baton Rouge.

This training is for  new directors, director designee's or owners who need a refresher on the Louisiana Early Learning Center
Licensing Regulation. Please click  here to register.

Registration is limited to no more than two individuals per center.
 
For questions, please contact Michelle DeMeulenaere at 225-342-9905  or e-mail  LDE Licensing .

LEAD AGENCY SUPPORT
 
WEEKLY EARLY CHILDHOOD LEAD AGENCY OFFICE HOURS CANCELLED
 
Office hours will not be held for April 4 and 11 so that the Early Childhood team can work with Lead Agencies on their coordinated
enrollment plans. The conference calls will resume April 18.

SUBSCRIBE TO THE NEWSLETTER
 
If someone you know wishes to subscribe to this newsletter, please click here to subscribe.   

LDOE Contacts 
John White 
State Superintendent of Education 
(toll-free)  877.453.2721   
Twitter @LouisianaSupe

LDOE Links
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