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SUPERINTENDENT'S MESSAGE
Dear Colleagues,

May is around the corner, marking the end of the school year which means fun events and activities with children and families. As you
prepare for the end of year, we wanted make everyone aware of key upcoming events and deadlines.
 
First, the Department will be releasing its second annual family survey. In continued partnership with the United Way of Southeast
Louisiana , families in publicly-funded programs will be surveyed to better understand their experiences with enrollment and their
children's programs. Family insights are critical to the work of implementing Act 3. The survey is optional but we ask for your help in
encouraging families to participate. Surveys must be completed by May 26. Please see below for more information or contact Nasha
Patel if there are questions.
 
Second, all publicly-funded programs will need to complete assurances to receive Academic Approval for the 2017-2018 year. Please look
for an email next week that will include what programs are required to do in order to receive Academic Approval. Note that Academic
Approval will be similar to last year in that programs will only need to agree to participate in their community network, the unified rating
system and local coordinated enrollment. However, programs will be reminded that Academic Approval will also depend on their
performance ratings in the future. Any program that receives an Unsatisfactory rating any two years in a three year period may lose their
Academic Approval. Note that the Practice Year results do not count towards this requirement. Please contact Lindsey Bradford if there
are questions.
 
Third, all lead agencies and publicly-funded programs will need to complete two key milestones in May:

1. All spring CLASS observations must be completed and entered into the CLASS online system by May 15. Please contact Nasha
Patel if there are questions.

2. Teachers should complete the third Teaching Strategies GOLD checkpoint for all publicly-funded children, birth through age five,
by May 31. Please contact Ivy Starns if there are questions. 

And as always, thank you for all you do for our children.
 
John
 
John White
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Louisiana Department of Education
Twitter @LouisianaSupe   

TEACHING AND LEARNING
SAVE THE DATE - JUNE TEACHER LEADER SUMMIT

Please save the date for the 2017 Teacher Leader Summit in New Orleans at the Morial Convention Center. Early Childhood sessions

will take place on Wednesday,  June 6 and Thursday, June 7 . An Early Childhood track will feature interactive sessions focusing on
improvement efforts at the class, program and/or community level. 

Additional information about the Teacher Leader Summit will be shared through lead agencies and future editions of the Early Childhood
Connection Newsletter. 

ARCHIVING, DELETING AND TRANSFERRING CHILD PORTFOLIOS IN GOLD® 

As May approaches, programs need to make decisions on how they will manage children's portfolios once the year ends. They must
consider whether to archive, delete or transfer those records.  Directions for these processes can be located through the "Help" feature in
GOLD © (Found by clicking on the blue circle with white ? on each log in page) . 

Please note, programs should wait until July 1, 2017 to archive, delete or transfer children's portfolios.  Administrators should run
and save all end-of-year reports prior to taking any of these actions.  

1. For programs where children will continue to be enrolled the following year: transfer to the new teacher.
2. When a child has left a program - archive as he/she may return or go to another program
3. When a child is leaving a public school pre-K program - archive if the district will be using the GOLD Kindergarten Entry

Assessment (KEA) Survey; the LDE will work with that district to enact a transfer of the pre-K records to the kindergarten teacher
4. When a child is leaving a public school pre-K program - delete if the district will be using a kindergarten entry assessment other

than the GOLD KEA Survey
5. For programs that have previous year portfolios archived - un-archive and then delete all outdated portfolios

CLASS TM  OBSERVATION DEADLINE 
All pre-K and toddler classrooms in publicly-funded sites must have their spring 2017 observations completed and entered into the portal
by May 15, 2017. All error correction forms must be submitted by May 19, 2017. For questions about submitting observations in the portal
or completing error correction forms, please email Tara Baylot. 
 
2016-2017 LOUISIANA EARLY CHILDHOOD FAMILY SURVEY
Following the successful  Early Childhood Family Survey in 2015-2016 , the Department is continuing its unique public-private
partnership United Way of Southeast Louisiana to conduct the second annual Early Childhood Family Survey. Programs that are sampled
to participate in the paper version of the survey will begin receiving survey packets over the next few weeks, and are requested to provide
these surveys to their families of publicly-funded children. More information about the online version of the 2016-2017 Early Childhood
Family Survey will be provided to all publicly-funded programs in the next few weeks as well through lead agencies.
 
As it did last year, the survey features questions about the quality of the early childhood program their child attends and about the
process to enroll in the program.  Family insights on their experiences with publicly-funded early childhood programs are critical to the
work of implementing Act 3, and the Departments asks that programs encourage families to complete the survey this year. Surveys must
be completed by May 26, 2017.

2016-2017 EARLY CHILDHOOD LEAD TEACHER SURVEY 

For the second year, the Department is conducting the annual statewide Early Childhood Lead Teacher Survey. This survey was emailed
to all early childhood lead teachers in publicly-funded sites through their GOLD® accounts. The Department is asking that all early
childhood Lead Teachers in publicly-funded sites complete this brief online survey that measure levels of teacher satisfaction with the
training or supports available to them. Note that individual results of the survey are confidential and will never be shared with programs or
Community Networks. Teachers are asked to complete the survey by May 15.

Please email any questions to Nasha Patel.

FUNDING AND ENROLLMENT
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CHILD CARE ASSISTANCE SUMMER CARE

In an effort to expedite transition of services from part time to full time for school aged children during the summer, the Louisiana
Department of Education Childcare Assistance Program (CCAP) has implemented the Summer Care Rate and Availability form. This
form must be completed by clients and providers in order for school aged children to be authorized to receive full time CCAP funds during
the summer. These forms must be returned to the department by Monday, May 15, 2017 to ensure there is no interruption of service
authorizations. 

Please contact LDECCAP@la.gov  with additional questions. 

CHILD SAFETY AND WELFARE
REMINDER ABOUT WARM WEATHER AND CHILDREN IN VEHICLES 

Warm weather is here and temperatures inside vehicles rise quickly.  Licensed early learning centers are required to conduct visual
passenger checks of all vehicles used to transport children to ensure that no child is left in the vehicle.  A staff person must physically
walk through the vehicle and inspect all seat surfaces, under all seats, and in all enclosed spaces and recesses in the vehicles interior. 
The visual inspection should be completed for the vehicle(s) that are provided by the center, contractual arrangement, or parent provided. 
The regulations can be viewed on the Department's website in the Licensing section.

For questions call your consultant at 225-342-9905  or email  LDElicensing.

PRACTICE DRILLS
Twice a year, providers shall conduct and document practice drills for the scenarios in their emergency plan such as shelter in place,
lockdown, evacuations, chemical spills, hurricane, flooding, train derailment, bomb threat, etc... ( BESE Bulletin 137, §1921.A.11 Practice
Drills) .

If you have more than one drill that requires evacuation, then the center shall evacuate the building once and note that the drill was
conducted.  If evacuation is required, you should evacuate the building.   Centers do not have to go to your alternate location during
practice drills.  For example, in a given center, the emergency plan may state that the center will evacuate the building for a fire and a
bomb threat.  The center must then conduct a drill to evacuate the building and document the drill was conducted for a fire drill and a
bomb threat.  The evacuation forms may be found in the Quality Provider Library .

For questions call your consultant at 225-342-9905  or e-mail LDElicensing.

STATE EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS - CCDF ANNUAL NOTICE - LEVEL 1
The Department would like to remind centers to be prepared for hurricanes and other regional disasters. If an emergency covers a large
area such as a parish or region of the state, the Department will closely monitor conditions out of concern for your safety and for the
safety of the children and families you serve.

Please know that should the Department determine your center to be included in a parish or region affected by a disaster, your
license/certification may be suspended until you obtain post disaster approval and submit the required Re-Opening Form to the
Department.

For more information about emergency preparedness and the CCDF Annual Notice-Level 1, please visit the Department's Emergency
Preparedness page .

For additional questions, please call your consultant at 225-342-9905  or e-mail Michelle Demeulenaere .

LEAD AGENCY SUPPORT
 
WEEKLY EARLY CHILDHOOD LEAD AGENCY OFFICE HOURS TO RESUME
 
The Early Childhood team will resume conducting weekly office hours for lead agencies. These calls are an opportunity for lead agency
representatives to call in with any questions about current work and to hear updates from the Early Childhood Team.  These sessions are
typically held every Tuesday from 3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
 
Use this information to connect: 
1-855-240-2575  and 
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PIN:81774907.
 
Future Office Hours will be held on the following Tuesdays:

May 2
May 9

OTHER
 
IMPROVING INFANT IMMUNIZATION RATES
 
This week, (April 22-29, 2017) is National Infant Immunization Week (NIIW). It is an opportunity to improve the health of young children in
Louisiana by promoting vaccination. Through immunization, infants and children can be protected from 14 vaccine-preventable diseases
before age two.  

The Louisiana Office of Public Health (OPH) Immunization Program is reminding child care providers of the legal mandate requiring
immunization of persons entering schools, including child care centers as well as the on-going responsibility to check child records to see
that the provisions of this law are enforced. In addition, OPH participates in the Vaccines for Children (VFC) program, a federally
funded program that provides vaccinations at no cost to children whose parents cannot afford to pay for them.

For assistance in using Louisiana Immunization Network for Kids Statewide (LINKS) for reporting or to find your area's point of contact,
please visit the LINKS web application.

You may also access the CDC NIIW Website for Videos, Educational Materials, and NIIW Promotional items to encourage up-to-date
immunizations at your center.

BELIEVE AND PREPARE: EARLY CHILDHOOD- HEARING FROM COHORT 1
 
Believe and Prepare: Early Childhood Cohort 1 programs have been selected to feature their work in  Ed Week's Career Corner blog.
These innovative teacher preparation programs will be highlighted throughout the month of April. Check out the blog entries below to learn
more about the experiences of the teachers, directors, and program instructors within these  Early Childhood Ancillary Certificate
programs. Additional blog entries will be added throughout the month.
 

Rethinking Child Care Teacher Preparation in Louisiana by Kendra Barnes, coach and trainer at the Teacher Institute,
Volunteers of America Greater Baton Rouge
Learning Lessons for the Classroom: Attending an Early Childhood Ancillary Certificate Program by Hillary Walston,
candidate in the Children's Coalition Institute, Children's Coalition for Northeast Louisiana
Directors' Perspective: Improving Teacher Preparation for Early Learning Centers by Kim Duncan, Northwestern State
University Gateways Program
Starting Something New: Taking a Fresh Approach to Child Care Teacher Preparation by JoAnn Clarey, CDA
Enhanced Experience Coordinator, Agenda for Children

SUBSCRIBE TO THE NEWSLETTER
 
If someone you know wishes to subscribe to this newsletter, please click here to subscribe.   

LDOE Contacts 
John White 
State Superintendent of Education 
(toll-free)  877.453.2721   
Twitter @LouisianaSupe

LDOE Links
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