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SUPERINTENDENT'S MESSAGE
Dear Colleagues,

Many schools and sites are celebrating the end of the school year. While children excitedly graduate from pre-K, teachers and families
celebrate their growth and accomplishments. All of our early childhood programs should also take a moment to recognize their progress
this year. Initial results indicate that there has been overall improvement this year in classroom interactions and instruction, use of
curriculum, supports for teachers and enrollment.
 
As we wrap up this year, we are also preparing for next year. This week our Advisory Council endorsed a set of shifts for next year,
specifically as it relates to our rating system, child care teacher preparation and enrollment. Here are a few highlights for 2017-2018:

Systems to track improvement will be strengthened to ensure that no teacher or local observer is penalized for improving during
the year.
Communities will have more flexibility in scheduling so that local and third party observations can occur more closely together and
both local and third party observers will be asked to follow the same protocols.
Programs can choose to use an abbreviated version of the child assessment, Teaching Strategies GOLD, which is aligned with the
kindergarten entry assessment and focuses on key skills and abilities.
Teachers will have more options for earning their Early Childhood Ancillary Certificate and scholarships will continue to be
available. All Lead Teachers still must have an Ancillary Certificate by July 1, 2019 but the policy will specify that, after July 1,
2019, new teachers will be allowed up to 24 months from date of start as Lead Teacher to earn their Ancillary Certificate.
Louisiana will pilot using Infant CLASS™ in a small number of infant classrooms to better understand the experiences of our very
youngest learners. This will be optional and will not be used for the rating system at this time.

Click here for the full presentation. Email Erin Carroll if there are questions.

Congratulations on completing the 2016-2017 school year and for preparing more children for kindergarten. 

And as always, thank you for all you do for our children.
 
John
 
John White
Louisiana Department of Education
Twitter @LouisianaSupe   
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TEACHING AND LEARNING
REMINDER - JUNE TEACHER LEADER SUMMIT

The 2017 Teacher Leader Summit will take place in New Orleans at the Morial Convention Center. Early Childhood sessions will take

place on Tuesday,  June 6 and Wednesday, June 7 . An Early Childhood track will feature interactive sessions focusing on
improvement efforts at the class, program and/or community level. 

Summit seats are still available for Tuesday, June 6 (there are no remaining seats for Wednesday). If you were unable to register for the
Summit with your community network and would like to attend early childhood sessions on Tuesday, June 6, you may register using one
of the "open" seats available in WisdomWhere. These seats do not require a code. Please keep in mind that educators who register
using these open seats must make their own travel arrangements unless their Teacher Leader coordinator has indicated otherwise.

The Department will be posting many of the sessions from the Teacher Leader Summit online within the next few weeks.

2016-2017  APPEALS PROCESS FOR CLASSTM OBSERVATIONS
 

Communities and sites will have the opportunity to complete an Appeals Form to appeal any of the following:

Local CLASSTM Observation Scores;
Third Party CLASSTM Observation Scores;
Use of a replacement score for any classroom where a local observation was not conducted 

Appeals can be submitted if there are extenuating circumstances related to the observation or serious concerns about how an observation
was completed. Appeals of scores due to concerns of the quality of the classroom or teacher not reflected in the score received will not
be approved.
 
The 2016-2017 Appeals Process will run until July 1.
 
Submitting an appeal form does not guarantee the appeal will be approved. Lead Agencies and sites will be notified by email in July
regarding the status of their appeal.
 
Site Leaders may complete an appeal form, but the form must be submitted to the Department by the local Lead Agency. All appeals
must be submitted to the Department by Lead Agencies by July 1. Lead Agencies should email all appeals to earlychildhood@la.gov.

 
2016-2017 LOUISIANA EARLY CHILDHOOD FAMILY SURVEY
Following the successful  Early Childhood Family Survey in 2015-2016 , the Department is continuing its unique public-private
partnership United Way of Southeast Louisiana to conduct the second annual Early Childhood Family Survey. Programs that are sampled
to participate in the paper version of the survey will begin receiving survey packets over the next few weeks, and are requested to provide
these surveys to their families of publicly-funded children. More information about the online version of the 2016-2017 Early Childhood
Family Survey will be provided to all publicly-funded programs in the next few weeks as well through lead agencies.
 
As it did last year, the survey features questions about the quality of the early childhood program their child attends and about the
process to enroll in the program.  Family insights on their experiences with publicly-funded early childhood programs are critical to the
work of implementing Act 3, and the Departments asks that programs encourage families to complete the survey this year. Surveys must
be completed by May 26.

FUNDING AND ENROLLMENT
COMMUNITY NETWORK PROGRAM PARTNER ASSURANCES FOR 2017-2018 ACADEMIC APPROVAL 
 
Early learning centers with a Type III license must sign Program Partner Assurances in order to receive Academic Approval for 2017-
2018. On May 1, the Department sent instructions for signing and returning Program Partner Assurances to all child care centers with a
Type III license. This information was sent to the email address for each center that is on file with the Division of Licensing. Center
directors must sign and return the Program Partner Assurances to the Department by Thursday, June 1, in order to receive the center's
Academic Approval Certificate for 2017-2018.

https://www.solutionwhere.com/WW/LDOE/RegistrantLogon.aspx
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/class-2016-2017-appeal-form.pdf?sfvrsn=2
mailto:earlychildhood@la.gov
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/family-survey-report.pdf?sfvrsn=4
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/links-for-newsletters/academic-approval-renewal-letter-and-assurances-2017-2018-final.pdf?sfvrsn=2
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Please contact ECAssurances@la.gov if you have any questions. 

CHILD SAFETY AND WELFARE
WATER PLAY VS. WATER PLAY ACTIVITY
Water play is defined as a water-related activity in which is there no standing water. Examples of water play include but are not limited to
fountains, sprinklers, water slip and slides, and water tables.

A water activity is defined as a water-related activity in which children are in, on, near, accessible to, or immersed in, a body of water.
Examples of water play activities include but are not limited to a swimming pool, wading pool, and water park.

Parental authorizations shall be obtained for a child to participate in any water activity. A minimum of two staff shall be present when
children are engaged in water activities. Children under age three shall not engage in water activities. 

For questions call your consultant at 225-342-9905  or e-mail LDElicensing.

DAILY OBSERVATIONS
Daily observations must be documented every day. Upon arrival at the center, the physical condition of each child must be observed for
possible signs of illness, infections, bruises, or injuries. Whatever has been observed must be documented, including an explanation from
the parent or child. If nothing is observed, you must document "nothing is observed".

For questions call your consultant at 225-342-9905  or e-mail  LDElicensing .

REMINDER ABOUT WARM WEATHER AND CHILDREN IN VEHICLES 

Warm weather is here and temperatures inside vehicles rise quickly.  Licensed early learning centers are required to conduct visual
passenger checks of all vehicles used to transport children to ensure that no child is left in the vehicle.  A staff person must physically
walk through the vehicle and inspect all seat surfaces, under all seats, and in all enclosed spaces and recesses in the vehicles interior. 
The visual inspection should be completed for the vehicle(s) that are provided by the center, contractual arrangement, or parent
provided.   The regulations can be viewed on the Department's website in the Licensing section.

For questions call your consultant at 225-342-9905  or email   LDElicensing.

LEAD AGENCY SUPPORT
 
WEEKLY EARLY CHILDHOOD LEAD AGENCY OFFICE HOURS TO RESUME
 
The Early Childhood team conducts weekly office hours for lead agencies. These calls are an opportunity for lead agency representatives
to call in with any questions about current work and to hear updates from the Early Childhood Team.  These sessions are typically held
every Tuesday from 3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
 
Use this information to connect: 
1-855-240-2575  and 
PIN:81774907.
 
Future office hours will be held on the following Tuesday:

May 30

Office hours will not take place Tuesday, June 6 because Department staff will be the 2017 Teacher Leader Summit.

SUBSCRIBE TO THE NEWSLETTER
 
If someone you know wishes to subscribe to this newsletter, please click here to subscribe.   

mailto:ECAssurances@la.gov
mailto:ldelicensing@la.gov
mailto:ldelicensing@la.gov
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/early-childhood/child-care-and-development-fund-licensing
mailto:ldelicensing@la.gov
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/subscribe
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LDOE Contacts 
John White 
State Superintendent of Education 
(toll-free)  877.453.2721   
Twitter @LouisianaSupe

LDOE Links
LDOE Website

Contact Us
 

mailto:johnwhite@la.gov
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/ask-ldoe
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