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SUPERINTENDENT'S MESSAGE
Dear Colleagues,

 
This week the Department announced that a wait list will be established for eligible families who  apply to the  Child Care Assistance
Program (CCAP)  on and after July 1. More families are working so more children are on CCAP, resulting in a shortage of funds.  We
want to get the word out because eligible families must apply by June 30 to secure a slot now.
  
As many of you know, prior to changes enacted by the Legislature, the State Board, and the Department, child care assistance rosters in
Louisiana had plummeted from 25,000 children to 11,000 children. In contrast, nearly 20,000 children participate in Head Start, and more
than 31,000 children participate in publicly funded pre-K.
 
Working closely with you and others in the field, the State Board has reduced the burden placed on working families to pay child
care fees out of pocket and created sensible work requirements for working families. At the same time, the Louisiana economy has
continued to grow, with recent reports indicating  significant gains in jobs and  lower unemployment rates. As a result, child care now
serves 18,000 children, with increasing interest on a daily basis. This interest now exceeds the amount of funding for child care in the
state budget.
 
Unfortunately, child care for working families remains a small priority in our state budget. As a result, families will now have to either not
go to work or scramble to find care for their children.
 
From now through June 30, applications will be processed as normal. Complete applications received by 11:59 p.m. on June 30, will be
processed, and if eligible, families will be able to participate in CCAP. As of July 1, families will be notified of the wait list via the
Louisiana Believes website when applying online or on paper. For more details on the wait list, please review this presentation or
webinar.
 
Exceptions to the wait list apply for families currently receiving child care assistance, children who are experiencing homelessness,
children of families participating in STEP or Early Head Start Child Care Partnerships, children in foster care, or children requiring special
needs care. The aforementioned, if also income eligible, will be eligible and will not be placed on the wait list at any point.
 
The Department will work closely with all partners to ensure families are supported during this time of transition. Together, we will help
families understand what is happening and to identify alternative options, if available. For additional information, please contact 
ldeccap@la.gov.

And as always, thank you for all you do for our children.
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John
 
John White
Louisiana Department of Education
Twitter @LouisianaSupe   

TEACHING AND LEARNING
BELIEVE AND PREPARE: EARLY CHILDHOOD COHORT 3 REQUEST FOR APPLICATIONS 

The Louisiana Department of Education has released a Request for Applications for  Believe and Prepare: Early Childhood Cohort 3. 
This application is for new or existing university or non-university preparation programs that are interested in designing an Early Childhood
Ancillary Certificate Program to train and support child care teachers.
 
Programs that are selected for Believe and Prepare: Early Childhood Cohort 3 will receive grant funding and technical assistance to
develop a proposal for an Early Childhood Ancillary Program. Believe and Prepare: Early Childhood Cohort 3 applicants are required to
collaborate with their local Early Childhood Community Network on the development of their application.
 
Teacher preparation programs that are interested in applying must submit a Notice of Intent by completing a short survey, located  here ,
no later than Friday, July 14 . Programs that are applying are asked to attend an in-person Application Proposal Workshop at 1 p.m.
on July 24 in Baton Rouge.
 
The Believe and Prepare: Early Childhood Cohort 3 application can be found here.

Please send any questions to  BelieveAndPrepare@la.gov . 

UPDATES TO EARLY CHILDHOOD POLICY AND PRACTICE WEBINAR RECORDING

A statewide webinar regarding updates for 2017-2018 was held this Wednesday. Jenna Conway, Assistant Superintendent for Early
Childhood, discussed what is new for 2017-2018 including the implementation of a statewide waiting list for Louisiana's Child Care
Assistance Program (CCAP) on July 1. To watch the recording of this webinar, please click here.

2017-2018 CURRICULUM INITIATIVE 

In 2016-2017 child care centers were able to choose instructional materials that best meet the needs of the children and families they
serve. The Department supported programs in identifying curricula appropriate for children age birth to five that are grounded in helping
teachers provide quality interactions and instruction by rating and reviewing early childhood curriculum. 
 
Through the first Child Care Curriculum Initiative grant, child care centers were eligible to receive reimbursement for a portion of the
costs of a Tier I curriculum. Over 200 child care centers have benefited from this grant. The Department is committed to supporting
teachers in the classroom by continuing this initiative for Type III child care centers for the 2017-2018 school year. Centers that purchased
curricula last school year will be allowed to purchase up to two additional curriculum kits this year. Centers are encouraged to consult with
their local Child Care Resource and Referral Agency before purchasing curricula.

For more information, child care centers should reach out to their Resource and Referral Agency or to  Mary Jo Smith.

INFORMATION FOR CDA PROGRAMS AND TRAINERS-  WEBINAR 
 
Individuals and programs that currently train child care teachers for the CDA, offered by the Council for Professional Recognition, are
invited to attend a webinar on Friday, July 7 at 12 p.m.
 
This webinar will provide information regarding the process and timeline for becoming a BESE-approved Early Childhood Ancillary
Certificate Program. Additional details about the Believe and Prepare: Early Childhood grant opportunity will be provided. Please send any
questions to Erin Carroll.  
 
Webinar information:
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Date: Friday, July 7
Time: 12 p.m.
Link: https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/ecancillary/

NEW PILOT OF ABBREVIATED VERSIONS OF GOLD ®
 

All early childhood programs have the opportunity to pilot a shorter, more streamlined version of GOLD® in 2017-2018. This will provide
pre-K, Head Start, and child care centers the ability to finalize checkpoints, track progress, and run reports but will include fewer
indicators and objectives. This is a voluntary statewide pilot, and participation is not required.
 
The Department will pilot two abbreviated versions of GOLD®:

Version 1: For infants through one-year-olds
Version 2: For two- through four-year-olds

 
Sites have the opportunity to choose between the full, comprehensive version of the tool and the pilot of the streamlined version.  For a
site to participate in the pilot, all classrooms in the site must use the abbreviated version of the tool.

Each site, including schools, Head Start, and child care centers have until August 4 to opt into the pilot via the online  survey .
 
For more information, please contact  Nasha Patel.

2016-2017  APPEALS PROCESS FOR CLASSTM OBSERVATIONS 

Communities and sites will have the opportunity to complete an Appeals Form to appeal any of the following:

Local CLASSTM Observation Scores;
Third Party CLASSTM Observation Scores;
Use of a replacement score for any classroom where a local observation was not conducted 

Appeals can be submitted if there are extenuating circumstances related to the observation or serious concerns about how an observation
was completed. Appeals of scores due to concerns of the quality of the classroom or teacher not reflected in the score received will not
be approved.
 
The 2016-2017 Appeals Process will run until July 1.
 
Submitting an appeal form does not guarantee the appeal will be approved. Lead Agencies and sites will be notified by email in July
regarding the status of their appeal.
 
Site Leaders may complete an appeal form, but the form must be submitted to the Department by the local Lead Agency. All appeals
must be submitted to the Department by Lead Agencies by July 1. Lead Agencies should email all appeals to earlychildhood@la.gov.

CHILD SAFETY AND WELFARE
SUPERVISION DURING WATER ACTIVITIES 
When children use a pool with a depth of more than two feet, a certified lifeguard shall be present supervising the children.   The certified
lifeguard may be counted in the child to staff ratio.  

For off-site water activities, the center shall have documentation of the current certification of the lifeguard, whether the lifeguard is
furnished by the center or the off-site water location.

A center shall have at least two staff members, certified in CPR and Pediatric First Aid (PFA), who are responsible for supervising children
in swimming or wading pools, whether on-site or off-site.

SUPERVISION OF CHILDREN
Staff must be assigned to supervise specific children. The staff must know the children's names, whereabouts, be physically present with
the children, and be able to state how many children are in their care at all times. If a child is left alone for any amount of time, a critical
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incident form must be completed and submitted to the Division of Licensing within 24 hours.

For questions, call your consultant at 225-342-9905  or e-mail  LDElicensing .

MOTOR VEHICLE PASSENGER CHECKS FOR FIELD TRIPS
Each vehicle shall have a visual passenger check and a face-to-name count conducted at all of the following times:

1. prior to leaving center;
2. upon arrival at destination(s)
3. prior to departure from destination(s); and
4. upon return to center.

For questions call your consultant at 225-342-9905  or email  LDElicensing.  

OTHER
 
EARLY CHILDHOOD CARE AND EDUCATION ADVISORY COUNCIL - JULY 19
 
The next Early Childhood Care and Education Advisory Council meeting will take place on 
Wednesday, July 19 at 1 p.m. The meeting will be held in the Claiborne Building, 1201 N. 3rd Street, Baton Rouge, LA.
 
This meeting is open to the public and can be live streamed. Please click here for directions on accessing live streamed meetings. 

SUBSCRIBE TO THE NEWSLETTER
 
If someone you know wishes to subscribe to this newsletter, please click here to subscribe.   

LDOE Contacts 
John White 
State Superintendent of Education 
(toll-free)  877.453.2721   
Twitter @LouisianaSupe

LDOE Links
LDOE Website

Contact Us
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