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SUPERINTENDENT'S MESSAGE
Dear Colleagues,
 
First, my best to you and your families for the upcoming holidays. Our work is hard work, and it is important that we spend time with loved
ones during this season dedicated for that purpose.

The year 2018 will surely be a lively one and an important one for schools and centers in our state. For the first time, families will be able to
use the  Louisiana School and Center  finder to identify the best option for care for their young child.  Through revised School Readiness
Tax Credits, Louisiana child care teachers and directors will be increasingly rewarded for their hard work and dedication to the field. And
through the Child Care Curriculum Initiative, child care centers will continue to increase access to high-quality instructional tools through
the purchase of Tier I curriculum.

There remain daunting challenges. Early childhood classrooms must focus on developing cognitive skills by modeling language and asking
questions. Lead agencies and community networks must continue to work together to identify strategies to support coordinated enrollment
and maximize funding to serve as many at risk children as possible. Lead teachers in early child care settings must continue working to earn
their Early Childhood Ancillary Certificate, recognizing their commitment to the field through the important professional training they have
completed. 

The new year, as always, holds the promise of change. It reminds us of the most essential premise of education: that growth is always
possible, every day and in every child.

Happy holidays to you and to your families.

And as always, thank you for all you do for our children.
  
John
  
John White
Louisiana Department of Education
Twitter @LouisianaSupe   

UPCOMING EVENTS AND DEADLINES 

http://www.facebook.com/LaEducation
http://twitter.com/LDOE_comm
http://www.youtube.com/user/LDEcomm
http://www.louisianaschools.com/
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/school-readiness-tax-credits-(srtc)-guidance.pdf?sfvrsn=5
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/school-readiness-tax-credits-(srtc)-guidance.pdf?sfvrsn=5
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/child-care-curriculum-initiative-packet.pdf?sfvrsn=6
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/academics/ONLINE-INSTRUCTIONAL-MATERIALS-REVIEWS/curricular-resources-annotated-reviews
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/early-childhood-ancillary-teaching-certificate-faq.pdf?sfvrsn=16
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UPCOMING EVENTS:

Lead Agency Office Hours-  lead agencies only :  January 9 at 3:00 p.m. and January 16 at 3:00 P. M.

UPCOMING DEADLINES:

Coordinated Enrollment Plans due February 1, 2018

TEACHING AND LEARNING
PERFORMANCE PROFILE RESOURCES

To support sites and families to understand these new performance profiles, the Department has released a few resources:

The Department conducted a webinar to provide information about the release directly to early childhood sites. The recording and
slides are available to sites to review.
The Parent Video on Performance Profile provides information on how early childhood performance profiles are created.
The  Performance Profile Site Key and Guide explain each metric included in the individual site's Performance Profile.
The Community Network Performance Profile Key and Guide explain each metric included in the community's Performance
Profile.
In-depth information is provided in the Performance Profile Frequently Asked Questions.
The Department has provided  a guidance document with Five Tips for Sites, with clear information and actionable next steps.

 

FUNDING AND ENROLLMENT
INFORMATION ABOUT THE SCHOOL READINESS TAX CREDITS

This week, the Department released several resources to provide additional information about the School Readiness Tax Credits (SRTC).
Beginning with the 2018 tax year, several revisions will be in place for the SRTCs, further aligning these valuable credits with the unified early
childhood system. The Department has released a  School Readiness Tax Credit Guide providing an overview of the changes. A recorded
version of the SRTC Webinar, and slides from that webinar, have also been posted.

For 2017 SRTC: As a reminder, there will be no changes to how teachers, directors, providers, families or businesses qualify for their 2017
School Readiness Tax Credits (these are the tax credits claimed early in the 2018 calendar year).

As additional support in preparing to file for your 2017 SRTC, the Department has updated a set of FAQ documents for each tax credit:
SRTC 2017 - FAQs for Staff and Directors
SRTC 2017 - FAQS for Businesses
SRTC 2017 - FAQS for Parents
SRTC 2017 - FAQs for Child Care Providers

 
2018 TAX YEAR CHANGES TO UNIFIED CCAP BONUS

Beginning in January 2018, the quarterly child care bonuses will change. The new Unified CCAP Quarterly Bonus will be based on 2018 Tax
Year Star Ratings, which were released via www.louisianaschools.com .  The Unified CCAP Quarterly Bonus  is a percentage of all
payments from the Department for services provided during the quarter, using the percentages below:

Star Rating Quarterly Unified Bonus Received for each Eligible Child in 2018

5 Star 23%

4 Star 16.5%

3 Star 11%

2 Star 6%

https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/pmlb68mv79s5/?launcher=false&fcsContent=true&pbMode=normal
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/statewide-webinar-deck.pdf?sfvrsn=4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RTRlKZvITew&t=2s
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/2015-2016-early-childhood-site-performance-profile-key.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/2015-2016-early-childhood-site-performance-profile-guide.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/2015-2016-early-childhood-network-performance-profile-key.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/2015-2016-early-childhood-network-performance-profile-guide.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/2015-2016-performance-profile-faqs.pdf?sfvrsn=2%20
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/2015-2016-five-tips-for-sites---using-performance-profiles.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/school-readiness-tax-credits-(srtc)-guidance.pdf?sfvrsn=3
https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/p6derzkllw6e/
https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/p6derzkllw6e/
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/srtc-webinar---reviewing-changes-for-the-2018-tax-year.pdf?sfvrsn=3
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/srtc-2017---faqs-for-staff-and-directors.pdf?sfvrsn=3
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/srtc-2017---faqs-for-businesses.pdf?sfvrsn=3
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/srtc-2017---faqs-for-parents.pdf?sfvrsn=3
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/srtc-2017---faqs-for-child-care-providers.pdf?sfvrsn=3
http://www.louisianaschools.com/
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1 Star 0%

Centers will receive one more payment based on their 2017 Tax Year Star Rating for October, November, and December 2017 in February
2018. The Unified CCAP Quarterly Bonus for January, February, and March of 2018 will be paid in May 2018. To estimate your 2018 Unified
CCAP Quarterly Bonus and other School Readiness Tax Credits, use the SRTC Calculator released in March 2017.

COORDINATED ENROLLMENT PLANNING FOR COMMUNITIES

Lead agencies and community networks should begin the process of working together to develop robust Coordinated Enrollment Plans that
embody the above four systems, across the state.

The Coordinated Enrollment Plan webinar for Lead Agencies was held on Wednesday, November 29th. You can access the recorded
webinar and slides here.

Upcoming Action Items:
Submit Coordinated Enrollment Plan to your FTP folder by February 1
Submit Child Count template to your FTP folder by February 28

For further questions, contact Dominick Robinson.

CHILD SAFETY AND WELFARE
 
OPERATIONS

An early lear ning center shall operate within its reported hours of operation. Bulletin 137 §1501.A.  If a center has reported they are offering
Nighttime and Weekend service, the Division of Licensing must be able to verify compliance of Nighttime and Weekend service. Your center
will be visited during the nighttime and weekend hours indicated.

CARE OF CHILDREN

Early learning center staff shall immediately clean and change children following a toileting accident.   Bulletin 137 §1911.B.  Staff shall
respond promptly to a request from a child for toileting assistance.   Bulletin 137 §1911.C  

If you have questions, please contact your consultant at 225-342-9905  or email LDELicensing@la.gov. 

CHILD CARE CRIMINAL BACKGROUND CHECK INFORMATION ON PROHIBITED CRIMES

Currently the Department requires an early learning center to obtain a satisfactory fingerprint based criminal background check (CBC) from
the bureau for each volunteer, staff member, certain visitors, contractors, or employee of any kind, prior to the person being present at the
center or performing services for the center. See Bulletin 137, §1703.

In order for the CBC or a Right to Review (RTR) to be satisfactory the person cannot have an arrest of a prohibited crime. If an arrest is
shown for the prohibited crime there must be documentation from the jurisdiction of the arrest that affirms the charges were disposed of
without a conviction. A plea of guilty or nolo contendere is deemed to be a conviction. See Bulletin 137, §1703(E). Additionally Owners,
Directors, and Director Designees cannot have been convicted of certain crimes of fraud listed Bulletin 137, §505(B).

Starting March 1, the Child Care Criminal Background Check (Child Care CBC) will be processed by the Department. The list of prohibited
crimes will not change. However, there will be additional checks beyond Louisiana criminal history. For more information on the upcoming
changes see below.

Thank you to all that attended the December 13th webinar on Prohibited Crimes. All Early Learning Centers are encouraged to view the
webinar recording here.

LEAD AGENCY SUPPORT
OFFICE HOURS FOR LEAD AGENCIES 

The Early Childhood Team is holding weekly webinar/conference call question and answer sessions for lead agencies.  The sessions are

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/school-readiness-tax-credit-and-bonus-calculator-for-louisiana-early-learning-centers.xlsx?sfvrsn=4
https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/pn880za9c8sm/
mailto:Dominick.Robinson@la.gov
http://www.doa.louisiana.gov/osr/lac/28v161/28v161.doc
http://www.doa.louisiana.gov/osr/lac/28v161/28v161.doc
mailto:LDElicensing@la.gov
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/early-childhood/early-childhood-programs/criminal-background-checks
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/early-childhood/early-childhood-programs/criminal-background-checks
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/early-childhood/early-childhood-programs/criminal-background-checks
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Flouisianaschools.adobeconnect.com%2Fpgqh73qweqxg%2F%3FOWASP_CSRFTOKEN%3D17d1a547d994585664e275fcf99d26dad992742c45bdcf163b90987c0c25a323
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held on Tuesdays from 3:00 p.m.- 4:00 p.m. and all lead agency staff are invited to join.  The Early Childhood team will provide updates
and reminders.  Additional topics covered will be determined by caller questions.  A meeting invitation containing the connecting information
has been sent to all lead agency contacts.  Contact kaye.eichler@la.gov if you have questions.
 
Upcoming Schedule for Office Hours

January 9
January 16

OTHER
MARKET RATE SURVEY

The Market Rate Survey is required to be done every three years before the new CCDF state plan is due. The survey provides information
that is used to determine CCAP reimbursement rates.   The Department has contracted with LSU to conduct the survey and to provide a
report.  All survey responses will be received by LSU and are completely confidential.  A paper version of the survey is available and will be
sent later to all providers who did not complete the survey online.

The survey for child care centers can be found here. The survey for family homes can be found here. 

It is important that all providers complete the survey.  The data gathered will be used to estimate the cost of care necessary to support
health, safety, quality instruction, and staffing.  It will also help ensure that all children have access to high quality child care.

If the providers have questions about the survey, they can contact Belinda Davis at (225)578-2129 .

SUBSCRIBE TO THE NEWSLETTER
 
If someone you know wishes to subscribe to this newsletter, please click here to subscribe.   

LDOE Contacts 
John White 
State Superintendent of Education 
(toll-free)  877.453.2721   
Twitter @LouisianaSupe

LDOE Links
LDOE Website

Contact Us
 

mailto:kaye.eichler@la.gov
http://pprllsu.com/EarlyChildhoodSchool/
http://pprllsu.com/EarlyChildhoodCare/
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/subscribe
mailto:johnwhite@la.gov
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/ask-ldoe
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