
December 19, 2019

Early Childhood Newsletter
Dear Col leagues ,

Chris tmas  and New Year’s  Day fa l l  in the middle of thei r res pective weeks  this  year. Whatever your
bel iefs , whatever you celebrate, that increases  the l ikel ihood of a  s low workplace for the next two
weeks . Hopeful ly the tra ffi c in your inbox wi l l  l i ghten. Hopeful ly you’l l  have peace, and potentia l ly
even some quiet.

My 16-month old daughter doesn’t make peace and quiet a  regular condi tion in our home, at leas t not
in the waking hours . But when I  get i t, I  va lue i t. And I  find my mind going not as  much to planning for
meetings  or checking up on implementations  -- not as  much to productivi ty, important as  that i s . I  find
mysel f in those moments  dri fting into the deeper, and harder, questions  about education and ra is ing
chi ldren. What do we want them to know and not know? What must they have in common and how
must they be a l lowed to di ffer? What say should we have in what they bel ieve and how they l ive?

Our answers  to these questions  may be ever-evolving, but we are ca l led to ask them. Our schools  are
better i f we cons ider them, discuss  them, and act in l ight of them.

This  hol iday season, loud as  i t may get watching the game or around the tree, I  hope you’l l  be given
the occas iona l  gi fts  of peace and of quiet, the time and space to reflect, to imagine, and to give
thanks , for a l l  the good works  done by and for Louis iana ’s  school  chi ldren.

There wi l l  not be a  news letter next week or the week fol lowing. However, below i s  a  l ink to a  survey,
sol i ci ting feedback on the Early Childhood Connections news letter. Input from a l l  s takeholders  i s  cri ti ca l
as  the Department continues  to innovate ways  to support early chi ldhood programs.

As  a lways , thank you for a l l  you do for our chi ldren,
 
John

@Louis ianaSupe

Early Childhood Connections Newsletter survey

In order to improve the Department's  communication s trategies , pleas e cons ider completing this
survey and providing feedback regarding the Early Childhood Connections news letter. Addi tiona l ly, please
forward to any program partners  or ECE s takeholders  to complete as  wel l .

ECE News letter s urvey

Upcoming Events:
January 30-ECCE Commission Meeting- Baton Rouge- 12 p.m.

More Important Dates
Please see the LDOE School System Support Calendar.

https://twitter.com/louisianasupe?lang=en
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdeXlFD7-XtdCmHwfDcsQF547IEq5-ZX9vJtO_fXXmyZmVdNQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdeXlFD7-XtdCmHwfDcsQF547IEq5-ZX9vJtO_fXXmyZmVdNQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001n7EmQV_cTTq1hVhaNVpWw33NmRfUgTp9aB3GkSIl08NbpJVXHGynJK0KsQpxbKmKtpht2VXjfMxu1Tzl9n2mH_vG6Dnvwlso9Z_x_ErqVlu7eeyYQDKab4nF_Vhm2msKkdhwOpSl8Obz9yLE6TxeT0uEVTOi-v2yuwvX6IVS8DM9Fn2ZCLT6c5XstSWf4kcF5_wI-4mfCaPPIqFx2OZLhq06eFe6e42i4qxKZxqnAhwPhkZhToEp2D6zOSXOvdO-G2itj2reYJvqi6FxZdKPP26zMe_XADEMj-CX6ela554=&c=vGbnCRFHlGwBypkiNBEH2a4wzI4rxPNusVz2EHFas8tL6XBfCinxdQ==&ch=XIFruYXTz78fCWz59PEpzTXw3AyX8IIvfwFSssVoCsL3GjWgGa7Y7A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001n7EmQV_cTTq1hVhaNVpWw33NmRfUgTp9aB3GkSIl08NbpJVXHGynJK0KsQpxbKmKtpht2VXjfMxu1Tzl9n2mH_vG6Dnvwlso9Z_x_ErqVlu7eeyYQDKab4nF_Vhm2msKkdhwOpSl8Obz9yLE6TxeT0uEVTOi-v2yuwvX6IVS8DM9Fn2ZCLT6c5XstSWf4kcF5_wI-4mfCaPPIqFx2OZLhq06eFe6e42i4qxKZxqnAhwPhkZhToEp2D6zOSXOvdO-G2itj2reYJvqi6FxZdKPP26zMe_XADEMj-CX6ela554=&c=vGbnCRFHlGwBypkiNBEH2a4wzI4rxPNusVz2EHFas8tL6XBfCinxdQ==&ch=XIFruYXTz78fCWz59PEpzTXw3AyX8IIvfwFSssVoCsL3GjWgGa7Y7A==


Teacher Leader Summit 2020 Registration
The 2020 Teacher Leader Summit wi l l  take place May 27–29 at the Moria l  Convention Center in New
Orleans . The Department has  publ i shed an overview document to addres s  the most frequently as ked
questions . Early Bi rd Regis tration opens  on January 10 for the Summit wi th the two phas es  below to
fol low:

Regular regis tration (March 2 through May 11)
On-s i te regis tration for those who do not regis ter by May 11

 
To help offset the cost of running a  high-qua l i ty, multi -day event for thous ands  of Louis iana
educators , the Department wi l l  charge a  smal l  regis tration fee for the 2020 Teacher Leader Summit.
This  fee wi l l  cover:

admiss ion to conference,
conference sess ions , and
lunch May 27 and May 28.

Educators  can receive a  discount by regis tering early and regis tering for a l l  three days  at once.
Educators  can choose to not eat the lunch provided, but may not opt-out of the regis tration fee. More
information regarding pricing i s  ava i lable.

New for 2020 - Group Registration
School  sys tem supervisors  may now purchase ti ckets  for up to 10 of thei r educators  in one trans action.
School  sys tem supervisors  who elect this  option s hould be prepared to ans wer questions  s peci fi c to
each regis trant (e.g. emai l  address , content area) a t the time of purchas e. The supervisor wi l l  receive
a  receipt showing 10 ti cket purchases , and each individua l  regis trant wi l l  receive an emai l
confi rmation with thei r ti cket information.
 
Please contact ldoeevents@la .gov with questions .

2020 Teacher Leader Summit T-Shirt Design Contest
 
The Department i s  seeking inspi ration for 2020 Teacher Leader Summit t-s hi rt des ign! Educators  wi th
an arti s ti c fla i r a re encouraged to submit thei r des ign for cons ideration by February 7 to
ldoecommunications@la .gov. The winning school  wi l l  receive $1 per s hi rt sold. Las t year’s  school ,
Montegut Middle, was  awarded $968 from The Inkwel l  Press .
 
The winning des ign wi l l  be announced in the March edi tion of the Teacher Leader news letter.
Reference the contest rules  for deta i l s  or contact louis ianateacherleaders@la .gov with ques tions .

Key Training Modules Request for Applications (RFA) Released

The Louis iana  Department of Education i s  offering another funding opportuni ty for highly qua l i fied
tra iners .

In an effort to share the highest qua l i ty tra ining opportuni ties  ava i lable to Louis iana ’s  early
chi ldhood workforce, the Department has  releas ed a  thi rd Request for Appl ications  (RFA) for experts
to develop ready-to-go presentations  and profess iona l  development that wi l l  comprise Louis iana ’s
Early Chi ldhood Key Tra ining Modules .

This  RFA i s  seeking proposa ls  for tra inings  that are related to Management and Leadership. The
appl ication must be submitted by January 24, 2020. Louis iana  Early Chi ldhood Key Tra ining Module
appl ications  should be emai led as  a  PDF document to meredi th.eckard@la .gov.
 
Addi tiona l ly information i s  provided in the Reques t for Appl ications  (RFA).

School Readiness Tax Credit

In order for profess iona ls  to be el igible for the School  Readiness  Tax Credi t (SRTC), Louis iana
Pathways  must receive a l l  documentation of education and credentia l s  by December 31st, 2019. The
Department has  a  School Readiness Tax Credit Guide providing an overview of the program. Teachers  can
earn an increased tax credi t level  (level  3 and level  4) by demonstrating they have earned the Early
Chi ldhood Anci l la ry Certi fi cate. Teachers  must have been working in thei r el igible Type I I I  chi ld care
center for a t leas t s ix months  for an average of 30 hours  per week to qua l i fy.

In order to cla im this  credi t, participants  wi l l  have to fi le a  federa l  and s tate income tax return, even i f
they do not owe any taxes . On or before January 31st of each year, participants  wi l l  be mai led a  tax
form that s tates  the level  they have achieved.

For questions  about individua l  tax credi t level , contact Louis iana  Pathways  at (318) 677-3163 or vi s i t

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/louisiana-teacher-leaders/2020-teacher-leader-summit-overview.pdf?sfvrsn=48879a1f_4
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/louisiana-teacher-leaders/2020-teacher-leader-summit-overview.pdf?sfvrsn=48879a1f_4
mailto:ldoeevents@la.gov
mailto:ldoecommunications@la.gov
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https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/links-for-newsletters/2019-tl-summit-t-shirt-design-contest.pdf?sfvrsn=8d66911f_2
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https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/ec-key-training-module-application.pdf?sfvrsn=82c29a1f_2
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https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/school-readiness-tax-credits-(srtc)-guidance.pdf?sfvrsn=7


thei r webs i te at https ://pathways .nsula .edu.

In Case You Missed It
Regional Education Report Show s Gains in School Performance and Early Childhood Education (Baton Rouge Area
Chamber)

The Importance of High-Quality Early Childhood Education (ECE) for Black and Latino Children (The Education Trust)

How  Universal Pre-K Drives Up Families' Infant-Care Costs (City Lab)

Why Child Care is So Ridiculously Expensive (The Atlantic)

www.louisianabelieves.com

https://pathways.nsula.edu
https://brac.org/regional-education-report-shows-education-gains-in-school-performance-and-early-childhood-education/
https://edtrust.org/the-equity-line/the-importance-of-high-quality-early-childhood-education-ece-for-black-and-latino-children/
https://www.citylab.com/life/2019/12/daycare-cost-toddler-prek-school-infant-affordable-childcare/603601/?utm_term=2019-12-13T20%3A56%3A44&utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=citylab&utm_content=edit-promo
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2019/11/why-child-care-so-expensive/602599/
https://www.louisianabelieves.com

