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Important Dates for Nonpublic Schools

School Choice
Program Date Action, Event, or Deadline Owners 

All nonpublics 5/14/20 Attend Strong Start 2020 webinar Superintendents and School leaders

LSP 5/15/20
Reach out to newly awarded families and
provide all new registered students with an
enrollment confirmation receipt

Scholarship registration contacts

Nonpublics that
did not submit

NPS approval in
fall

5/25/20 Complete application for BESE approval
School leaders that did not submit
NPS approval in the fall

TDC 5/31/20 Complete Q3 enrollment School Tuition Organizations

All nonpublics 7/15/20 Submit textbook reimbursements requests School leaders or finance directors

Louisiana Scholarship Program (LSP) News

New: Newly Awarded Students Registration Deadline Tomorrow
 
Scholarship registration contacts should have reached out to newly awarded students to confirm whether the student will
or will not enroll at their awarded site for the 2020-2021 school year. Students have until tomorrow, May 15th to verbally
accept the placement at the awarded school. 

Due to school closures, families receiving a new Scholarship award for the 2020-21 school year may accept award placements via
phone or email with the school's registration contact. The school's registration contact or designee will then send the family a
completed receipt of enrollment confirmation . Parents must confirm intent to enroll by May 15th; otherwise, the Scholarship award will

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012_xo17GxCH2FzYpy38b3XDb1NMt_ji_CHEVEP0cu1TDeD45m62IgIjnVVA5rTRJgKAwwSZU37-QrgGHPkWFjvEXI0_B1_oShAaMsLAs1GR9Pv1ChdP8ZLBM_g5ZXujx-b8pLq-5xbA6NIpErrT2BEoggLHtekTRQj1-56WXgYZct8jRRNjwHyAfSfwOYCOnv&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012_xo17GxCH2FzYpy38b3XDb1NMt_ji_CHEVEP0cu1TDeD45m62IgIgM4sKfcxyuo47MrIfUNBkBIpXRsPjU8Cr-lTwEi2OqQJRTs3WpeJQhxutTgY_nGoaOxoFLcfqQKrlHlT8xJ6Rc1LksAN1APUldIR47S9ETGaEUeJa0k6WV1J0rwYk6OMA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012_xo17GxCH2FzYpy38b3XDb1NMt_ji_CHEVEP0cu1TDeD45m62IgIjnVVA5rTRJg0--LYEMnNKtzTgnvyk47WSXgBxfwws-HE5VIMH1iQwUhIbaovnCUw40mBBRzlUEGE7wM7Cr7dqJfkKomjY2oG5JSvXOyxJSqzLgpGt9BjyKHYTMPw3RfAPxsj3XLiVQV&c=&ch=
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/92833120484?pwd=c2Zzb2hhTS81a2hjR0pBcGEvUFNYZz09
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012_xo17GxCH2FzYpy38b3XDb1NMt_ji_CHEVEP0cu1TDeD45m62IgIiShoKpvMCJkCEe-eHl1P0NgJ5Xt0QnxlMzy0l2lQM9MJruG-8_q01x6lf58t8ZZBSuwWiDX0YVu6zShaSALZj2kPGqUh5IPKvhneCaIwzPOellAF2nGpFaWSeaFIL_qxG_YhVin3ekY4CT9zmpLmnrsWGcSjQC6sbwznmpXjxnlrWfZPGPTXA_LWE3m_XtAoqG2E4DCpMD3&c=&ch=
https://form.jotform.com/92064070259152


completed receipt of enrollment confirmation . Parents must confirm intent to enroll by May 15th; otherwise, the Scholarship award will
be lost. Parents do not need to sign forms or provide eligibility documents until the stay-at-home order is lifted. Future guidance will be
provided by the Department when these action items are required. 
 
If you have any questions, please reach out to studentscholarships@la.gov. 

Reminder: Transfer Window Closed

Due to testing and the upcoming lottery for Scholarship students, the transfer window for Scholarship students wishing to
transfer for the remainder of the year is closed at this time. Transfers submitted will not be approved unless due to extenuating
circumstances.

Families that wish to transfer their Scholarship award from one school to another due to extenuating circumstances for the remainder
of the school year must complete a transfer form. The school leader or Scholarship contact of the student's new school must sign off
on the transfer and submit to studentscholarships@la.gov for approval.

Completion of the transfer form is not a guarantee that a transfer will be granted, and schools can not exceed their student enrollment
caps. Families should not buy uniforms or other supplies until the Department has approved the transfer. 

The transfer window to transfer awards for the 2020 school year will open in the summer. 

Please email studentscholarships@la.gov with any questions. 

Reminder: For School and District Testing Coordinators
  
New: LEAP Connect and ELPT

●      LEAP Connect and ELPT student reports will be available this week and will be accessible to district and school test
coordinators in the following reporting systems:

○      LEAP Connect: DRC INSIGHT
○      ELPT: AIRWays Reporting System (AWR)

Update: Waivers for Testing
●      To date, the only students who have a waiver from the assessment graduation requirements are graduating seniors who
were enrolled at the time of school closing and were in the February 1 enrollment report.
●      The current waiver does not apply to students who were not enrolled in school or students who are not yet eligible to
graduate.
●      In May, the Department will request a change in policy to waive the assessment requirement for a high school
assessment-eligible course earned in 2019-2020 for students who would have been initial testers in spring 2020. Students
who failed a subject test in a prior administration will not be eligible for the waiver of the assessment requirement.

Update: High School Summer Test Administration
●      The high school summer test administration schedule has not changed. As listed in the assessment calendar, the
administration is scheduled for June 15-19.

Update: ACT
●      ACT materials updates were due May 13 in PANext for participating school systems. School systems that do not plan to
participate in the June 2 administration of ACT should notify the Department at assessment@la.gov.
●      ACT announced new flexibilities for summer testing and new test-at-home options that will become available in the fall
and winter. Information about at-home testing with remote proctoring will be shared as it becomes available.
●      ACT National Test Date

○      Although students are only able to register for June 13 and July 18 for national test administrations in the
summer, testing sites can request a one-week delay in administration (June 20 and July 25)

●      ACT State Administration
○      June 2 standard paper
○      June 2-4 online
○      June 2-8 accommodated window
○      October 6 and October 20 paper-based administration only for students who were juniors in 2019-2020 and were
unable to test

Update Cohort Graduation Data Certification
●      Cohort graduation data certification will remain open until June 5. Accountability contacts will be notified prior to the
official opening date.

 
Assessment Administration Support and Training Office Hours
The next Assessment and Accountability Office Hours  will be on May 19 at 4:15 p.m. Webinar details are listed below.
 

●      Webinar Date and Time: May 19 at 4:15 p.m.
●      Webinar Link: https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/202189164
●      Webinar Phone Number: 646-876-9923
●      Meeting ID#: 202 189 164

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012_xo17GxCH2FzYpy38b3XDb1NMt_ji_CHEVEP0cu1TDeD45m62IgIuJYkuxHTl25akRVM5rhMTW0G6akDq1fYLXft5frFsfsTjtx5PawjFzybH6vLMnmMCyXk6LjRi21p7UnlwBgJJZB8Wq86QUQD7rhOQWvFO5_vVdJ4GsJocg_5sCgxeB5ctN9G0WDj-VWpFERREaCcnW_z9c2-TL_GzboIiMnDOPBv1zfZrQraS8MWIk77iYVhPl0HQQUq3d28qJDZVHb0u-AKBI1uR-xDB807RNaw1L9WWf_v-U87QM3bNRpKJbuV98C1Fq6qmBVCO46bydjs7BNodN0k3ThVjQSv8i6NQs4UPajA4neX-9vgo9qG4RhLyb9qp_I9_bpRd7AP4MPxb9u8HlJoeydO2-MijqzXZMC-T_sTPALhjLY-DShuE1dvSzidgIDvSMsjlgVH34DhdhwUbc4xOtAxqqjxkDE9cc5xJJ2tkHosFsMFDXywHUZzdwBe6cqCEfoLvS3LmTjuYH-vQYgZj5z-ExE1EAiL9timqpogVeMdn7HdVL_dLf7yG_reqs0HvtbGnjHDtnG3aNbPpnAqVMLCs2FritFZfDgVYGq2IJbGAfx7lhCPzt441zsgU-RQAmM6INJt3WN0n9g_k_Es6S4gb5BPuW-4gtZruedrYBQ2_I_15WgAwFVDKsTOb9KDLevMJKPfEizqsUVXhx8j7ZiwMs28oj2ErToLSy8f8SpU42hs0bQ2aU6vNIaLWNDR_G4&c=&ch=
mailto:studentscholarships@la.gov
mailto:studentscholarships@la.gov
mailto:studentscholarships@la.gov
mailto:assessment@la.gov
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012_xo17GxCH2FzYpy38b3XDb1NMt_ji_CHEVEP0cu1TDeD45m62IgIqNzxIJ403Y0v_nVSyHr_61W2-DnnKGd83m5U_dYliGa30WPjJj9vTLBlBrmpxaldHmyxvzJNcSFRy-gleBkv-tUqVElX1FmFgnuP_DbbrexJn23if4HVAdwuDkxHNFRyj2uuXFnrfTW&c=&ch=


Tuition Donation Credit (TDC) Program News

Reminder: Q4 Enrollment Due May 31st

All STO's must upload the Q4 enrollment spreadsheets to the FTP by 5/31. The report should also include all students' LASIDs. 

This spreadsheet is to be completed by the Student Tuition Organizations, not individual schools. 

If you have any questions, please reach out to Lindsey.Rhodes@LA.gov. 

Reminder: Prior School Check Process Open 

The Department is accepting prior school checks from School Tuition Organizations every two weeks. The next prior school check
will be accepted Tuesday, May 19th.  Verified prior school checks will be returned to STOs within a week. Please upload the prior
school template to your FTP and email lindsey.rhodes@la.gov when uploaded. 

Reminder: For School and District Testing Coordinators

Update: Waivers for Testing
●      To date, the only students who have a waiver from the assessment graduation requirements are graduating seniors who
were enrolled at the time of school closing and were in the February 1 enrollment report.
●      The current waiver does not apply to students who were not enrolled in school or students who are not yet eligible to
graduate.
●      In May, the Department will request a change in policy to waive the assessment requirement for a high school
assessment-eligible course earned in 2019-2020 for students who would have been initial testers in spring 2020. Students
who failed a subject test in a prior administration will not be eligible for the waiver of the assessment requirement.

Update: High School Summer Test Administration
●      The high school summer test administration schedule has not changed. As listed in the assessment calendar, the
administration is scheduled for June 15-19.

 
Assessment Administration Support and Training Office Hours
The next Assessment and Accountability Office Hours  will be on May 19 at 4:15 p.m. Webinar details are listed below.
 

●      Webinar Date and Time: May 19 at 4:15 p.m.
●      Webinar Link: https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/202189164
●      Webinar Phone Number: 646-876-9923
●      Meeting ID#: 202 189 164

Reminder: Frequently Asked Questions and Contact Information

Information about the Tuition Donation Credit Program can be found in the Frequently Asked Questions and Scholarship Programs
Comparison Chart. Currently, Louisiana has three School Tuition Organizations participating in the Tuition Donation Credit Program:
ACE Scholarships Louisiana, Arete Scholars Louisiana, and Son of a Saint. Schools interested in participating in the TDC program
should communicate directly with one or more School Tuition Organizations.

School Tuition
Organization

Regional
Focus STO Website Email Phone

ACE Scholarships
Louisiana Statewide www.acescholarships.org TDR@acescholarships.org 504-491-1813

Arete Scholars Louisiana Statewide www.aretescholars.org maryhw@aretescholars.org 225-245-3610

Aspiring Scholars
New Orleans
Archdiocese https://aspiringscholarsla.org/ info@aspiringscholarsla.org 504-513-4140

Son of a Saint Orleans www.sonofasaint.org hello@sonofasaint.org 504-561-7508

School Choice Program

New: Teacher Leader Advisor for Students with Significant Cognitive Disabilities Applications
 
The Department is seeking excellent English language arts, math, and special education teachers to become Teacher Leader

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012_xo17GxCH2FzYpy38b3XDb1NMt_ji_CHEVEP0cu1TDeD45m62IgIrrqHKHJevpqnk3QxTzeYkopOh7T97gMkhJPwNHHbYmtC0Md4Vq-5PP049EzOv40y4rvwXgwy1TqJ70EXYW8xLfGGH7zKd0ytod7fcwSYApmHG_0rNRWj03TSl_2ySHqlKzpSRQPsuxyyuxIwwpx6ujfZmVBL2twaQvBJO1eoevu6hPwIUIUj4e0GsHPtR879snvQYh8S_L1&c=&ch=
mailto:lindsey.bush@la.gov
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012_xo17GxCH2FzYpy38b3XDb1NMt_ji_CHEVEP0cu1TDeD45m62IgIjbIGBC-XqPW1MIfVnsyibL051KC7-oMgqij9AU4fyCudjOsKVbYANBL_p9wPExyyCkQji0fRQij_SgWloXWidxpOMEnNU6TcbJykflZd57xglMBAtITbgYjgtQVp7aitdx9WYKxpgsx13uCv1kT5v3eejgdMUfNzpagkJ99Q2cPccWCVHZWiqKJAGhYQo1OB3bvEvN5ms8Z&c=&ch=
mailto:lindsey.rhodes@la.gov
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012_xo17GxCH2FzYpy38b3XDb1NMt_ji_CHEVEP0cu1TDeD45m62IgIqNzxIJ403Y0v_nVSyHr_61W2-DnnKGd83m5U_dYliGa30WPjJj9vTLBlBrmpxaldHmyxvzJNcSFRy-gleBkv-tUqVElX1FmFgnuP_DbbrexJn23if4HVAdwuDkxHNFRyj2uuXFnrfTW&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012_xo17GxCH2FzYpy38b3XDb1NMt_ji_CHEVEP0cu1TDeD45m62IgIpBUij4archGzed-ZuHm0LB3EP4fGrMtdmQEms1tv8mg3a_rizph5afgwo0gs-owKp4gpd1Pv2PKzUofUqLfR5OQnSKBfvd_4A18xHLOm9bOeFn0LAVHGpxs-Try0H8uurSLb5-BuJSz0RUPItn9IZhcxTQrvENHPMskz99Hic25COqXiOHCvA413EW0v7uM0msHIqE1VbURINIddhRJf_rRUwK0tXZo4fD17I5Qnxm-n2yC0OtRXsscO2O093BhjA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012_xo17GxCH2FzYpy38b3XDb1NMt_ji_CHEVEP0cu1TDeD45m62IgIpBUij4archGXQIn2f0sqcGfj2JzyzDmGu8W_sxZDKVLoaJnDsiBBuA55fN0Hvg_Xpn3pnshLwk-JNqX-hqaet1RPlmYwSnKypzqnrascMEgDl9nTBGLWex7_RJ5j-xH5DRY9m2OsomUoJL1hYnIsp-Yxpo9lFxu8sTzy28rILMMmWkWpt4Ufjo-7iDRFr1I9pPGTkz6syao7maurnddXceX5uwiKQGjtDdTIssAz2BsBP9nhGAbTYb26uicdpzeCQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012_xo17GxCH2FzYpy38b3XDb1NMt_ji_CHEVEP0cu1TDeD45m62IgIpBUij4archGXY5kCIcW7fUMClO1kPyzoPJL-4pTIEhG3F2S6liR_rB905KLczfcmpiPxGA4yMEqY7h0uM-rESu-Z_o31faaUKH4Zc1SHc7-7jBJ4Yb3Bn9XvDF_azAmYw==&c=&ch=
mailto:TDR@acescholarships.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012_xo17GxCH2FzYpy38b3XDb1NMt_ji_CHEVEP0cu1TDeD45m62IgIhpoVUGr9oBLd6N5HFrayqNtO1F9Kim7KUXxH2N4yNJvslPP2JjehWw_L0nLuNGzZWeFJGN81QCIO5mJYFmdu2pFzaHYSWVORY1EKmaJpXbvPnavBfabLgJKnlOxHL9OjQ==&c=&ch=
mailto:maryhw@aretescholars.org
https://aspiringscholarsla.org/
mailto:info@aspiringscholarsla.org
http://www.sonofasaint.org
mailto:hello@sonofasaint.org


The Department is seeking excellent English language arts, math, and special education teachers to become Teacher Leader
Advisors (TLAs) for the 2020-2021 school year. TLAs will build resources for students with significant cognitive disabilities in both
math and English language arts, grades K-12.
TLAs will either pilot the design and implementation of lessons from the ELA Guidebook Companion Resources (grades 3-8) or will
develop additional supports aligned to the mathematics and ELA Connector standards (grades K-12).
 
The application for TLAs for students with significant cognitive disabilities is open until May 29. Please share this opportunity broadly
with ELA, mathematics, and special education teachers.
 
Please contact kelly.mcclure@la.gov with questions.

New: School-based Medicaid

Effective for dates of service on or after March 20, 2019, The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services has approved Louisiana's
State Plan Amendment, which amended the provisions governing school-based medical services covered in the Early and Periodic
Screening, Diagnosis and Treatment Program, and school-based behavioral health services.
 
The expansion will allow for payment for services that are provided to Medicaid eligible students pursuant to an Individual Health Plan
(IHP), an Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP), a Section 504 plan, or services that are otherwise medically necessary. Payment
for services provided pursuant to an Individualized Education Program (IEP) will continue to be provided under the expanded
program.
 
The expansion also amended the reimbursement methodology to expand allowable billing providers for direct/therapy and nursing
services and added applied behavioral analysis and personal care services.
 
The Department is in the process of modifying the school-based Medicaid handbook to address these changes.
 
Please contact janice.zube@la.gov with questions.

Reminder: Award Letters for Awarded School Choice Program Students 
 
The Department has emailed all schools the award letters for their students awarded for the 2020 school year. Please distribute these
letters to families in a timely manner. 
 
Please contact nonpublicschools@la.gov with any questions. 

All Nonpublics
NEW: Strong Start 2020 Follow-up Webinar for Nonpublic Equitable Services for CARES Act Funding

A Strong Start 2020 Equitable Services Webinar will be held Thursday, May 14, 2020 at 1:00 p.m.

This webinar will provide information regarding the implementation of the CARES Act as it relates to providing equitable services to
nonpublic schools with the Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief (ESSER) funds.  LEA federal program directors and
key personnel, and Nonpublic school officials should participate in this webinar.
 
Webinar details are listed below.
 
Federal Support is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.

Join Zoom Meeting
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/92833120484?pwd=c2Zzb2hhTS81a2hjR0pBcGEvUFNYZz09

Meeting ID: 928 3312 0484
Password: 564496
One tap mobile
+13126266799,,92833120484# US (Chicago)
+16468769923,,92833120484# US (New York)

Dial by your location
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
        +1 646 876 9923 US (New York)
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown)
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
        +1 408 638 0968 US (San Jose)
        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
Meeting ID: 928 3312 0484

Find your local number: https://ldoe.zoom.us/u/adjrSIFbmA

Please contact ldoe.gratnshelpdesk@la.gov with questions.

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012_xo17GxCH2FzYpy38b3XDb1NMt_ji_CHEVEP0cu1TDeD45m62IgIuF6YbR2kpMCb6hyudrIn4JaGrF2lyFc9XFnWet0cIsjTVQokeVJrXq014zyzBeX1NAyXHcMdT7_JCZFgqWGAg0l-yPxPHwiKp059QkD9GWsuoZylBZOAtk7sAH1mvEKpwT4qgfN7mdAA4z8z26HJVyC4GZuW9LR5A8Mf8akCGjEYyRwsXXmrw-wiEFlTTDBS6cjcvVoGJp6ZTdq-mtc-6Q=&c=&ch=
mailto:kelly.mcclure@la.gov
mailto:janice.zube@la.gov
mailto:nonpublicschools@la.gov
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012_xo17GxCH2FzYpy38b3XDb1NMt_ji_CHEVEP0cu1TDeD45m62IgIokttWhWC_2AjokKeRB1W-AvEvVQGGsQQO_ebKdsIGxz7nH1FIGL3PtpAUBLYnfb6U6EgzTqy7sw0GWPzhBGS_peyyvSoDq9l2ngT8KloxxYSVxA46VDF50hj99Od-GAJTj8cqD059ReqkiNnvnfbUSU9rYC-2t_yM1ATgmKVkPgRBVPkS-EMrBNk6fEqmt4tw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012_xo17GxCH2FzYpy38b3XDb1NMt_ji_CHEVEP0cu1TDeD45m62IgIuF6YbR2kpMCOA-2WfSQjzlXPpkc1jllJKRG6o0X-xdhdIARWtt9JqmWfXvWlbz_WGSCBhU2jMC3C8n5bqJW-BdddyzoNH9k3wuJpwJIBhPPMMk1Ka7B9ZEhcOgOqVnOjNVIpuBaNay5&c=&ch=


Please contact ldoe.gratnshelpdesk@la.gov with questions.

New: Strong Start 2020
 
The Department released the Strong Start 2020 plan to support school systems in planning for the upcoming school year. The Strong
Start 2020 Planning Guide and presentation outline the priorities, funding guidance, and resources for school systems to use to
complete the Strong Start 2020 application within eGMS by May 29. The webinar recording, including closed captioning, is located in
the YouTube Library. The resources supporting each priority are now located in the Strong Start 2020 Library.
 
The Nonpublic Consultation for CARES Act Funding webinar is located in the Strong Start 2020 Library and provides guidance to
school systems and nonpublic schools about the calculation of equitable share and consultation related to Strong Start 2020. Please
contact ldoe.grantshelpdesk@la.gov with questions.
 
Beginning this month, optional Strong Start working groups will be held in key priority areas for school system leaders to share ideas
and collect feedback on implementation. School systems may complete the Strong Start 2020 Working Group Interest Survey by this
Friday, May 15 to select one school system level leader per area to participate. Participants will be notified Monday, May 18.
 
Please contact em.cooper@la.gov with questions.

New: Webinar on Curriculum and Family Engagement Tools to Support Families
 
Given the recent announcement of school closures across the state of Louisiana for the remainder of the school year, Family
Engagement Lab is offering two cost-effective tools to increase students' academic readiness: FASTalk Summer and FASTalk.
 

●      FASTalk Summer is a new family engagement tool designed to compensate for lost learning time. Texting parents literacy
activities during the summer months has been shown in academic research to more than compensate for lost learning typically
experienced by students. FASTalk Summer is a simple, accessible, text message-based learning tool to support families with
limited access to devices and the internet, as well as those facing language barriers.
●      FASTalk is an easy tool that sends families weekly text messages with curriculum-aligned and standards-aligned learning
activities in PK-5 supporting academic, social, and emotional skill development. FASTalk is preloaded with practical tips for
parents to support high-quality instructional materials, aligned with ELA Guidebooks, EL, CKLA, Wit & Wisdom, and more.
FASTalk supports two-way communication between parents and teachers with automated translation in more than 100+
languages.

 
School systems interested in finding out more about FASTalk and FASTalk Summer are invited to join an informational webinar
followed by a live Q&A. This webinar will be offered on multiple dates. Details needed to join the webinar are listed below.
 

FASTalk and FASTalk Summer Informational Webinar
May 15 at 1:00 p.m. May 21 at 1:00 p.m. May 28 at 11:00 a.m.

●      Webinar Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7073754147
●      Webinar Phone Number: 669-900-6833
●      Meeting ID#: 707 375 4147
●      Password: 227729
 
Please contact info@fastalk.org with questions.

New: Education Excellence Funds (EEF)
 
The 2019-2020 EEF payments are scheduled to be paid on May 14 to approved recipients. Inquiries may be sent to
ldoe.grantshelpdesk@la.gov.
 
Please review the Education Excellence Fund FAQ May 2020  for additional EEF information. 

New: Remote Praxis Exams
 
ETS is launching a solution that will allow educators to take a Praxis exam at home while test centers are closed due to Coronavirus
(COVID-19).
 

●      Tests will be proctored remotely by a trained specialist
●      The 30 most frequently used tests will launch on May 18

1.     Tests in the first wave include Praxis Core and most content tests
2.     Registration for these exams will open May 15

●      PLTs and school leadership assessments are expected to launch June 1
 
Visit the ETS Testing Updates webpage for additional updates.

New: Super Summer Institute Digital Training Opportunities
Please share with CTE supervisors and teachers of CTE coursework.
 
In lieu of face-to-face training opportunities, trainings are being transitioned to a digital training model. The dynamic 2020 Jump Start
Super Summer Institute Digital Training Opportunities guide provides a list of professional development and training opportunities.
This list is not comprehensive and will continue to be updated as additional training options are confirmed.

mailto:ldoe.gratnshelpdesk@la.gov
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012_xo17GxCH2FzYpy38b3XDb1NMt_ji_CHEVEP0cu1TDeD45m62IgIiM5vOxh6oMxnBXZpgYZqV_GazZqcTfpolEISVVT5oknQ2tvtNd0dTbYL_rx0-rsFvqnQ4vjW-CfNBUJ3O8Hapx7TApoHEW4Fg5lIgJKfEf8LLXaKJ66BrvANib2OoDmjX7SMRuo3riZXVoxTp_ZmGJGAGdZelwzemHareTe6p9BiDl3MGfbTB0YGbG3tmtit3tDzm6aC6pfkHpL2397qRHdvgBX4eeTYY0hyiJ0OQV-olcidAb5RwGk-WPba10sZjMq11TG8lVQq3nnrHCV3S0=&c=&ch=
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This list is not comprehensive and will continue to be updated as additional training options are confirmed.
 
The Super Summer Institute registration costs for the summer 2020 sessions are paid directly to the provider and not to the
Department. 
 
Please contact jumpstart@la.gov with questions.

New: Attendance Awards
 
The Department, in collaboration with the local school systems, is pleased to recognize students with exemplary attendance during
the current school year. Each school system establishes criteria for the attendance awards and may use the Meritorious Attendance
Award, the Perfect Attendance Award, or theExcellence in Attendance Award  to recognize their students.
 
Please contact janice.zube@la.gov with questions.

Reminder: Expanded SNAP Benefits
 
The Families First Coronavirus Response Act of 2020 enables temporary emergency standards of eligibility and levels of benefits
under the Food and Nutrition Act of 2008. Children who would receive free or reduced price meals under the National School Lunch
Act if school facilities were currently open are eligible for benefits. This includes all students attending a Community Eligibility
Provision (CEP) school.
 
To receive these benefits, families must complete an application. Without the requested information, the Department of Children and
Family Services cannot issue the Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT) card and provide benefits.
 
The anticipated launch of the application is set for the week of May 18. The Department will publicize the eligibility of these benefits,
and in an effort to ensure families receive these benefits during this challenging time, school systems will receive communications to
share with eligible families the week of May 11.
 
Please contact kim.nesmith@la.gov with questions.

Reminder: 2020 Teacher Leader Summit: The Virtual Series
 
The Louisiana Department of Education is shifting the 2020 Teacher Leader Summit from its in-person format to a series of free
interactive webinars for as many sessions as possible.
 
The 2020 Teacher Leader Summit: The Virtual Series will take place from  May 28 to June 5. It will bring together a host of
educators and content experts who are focused on creating meaningful growth for every student, every day. Educators will share their
knowledge, learn new skills, and prepare for the 2020-2021 school year.
 
The Department recently released the draft session list. It includes a variety of sessions for teachers, school and school system staff,
and preparation providers. The Department will open up the Teacher Leader Summit app, Shed, on May 13 allowing registrants to
build their specific schedules at that time. All registered participants will receive an email from Sched when the app opens. As with
the in-person event, all sessions will be first come, first served.
 

Additional information about Teacher Leader Summit can be found in the K-12 Frequently Asked Questions document.
 
Please contact ldoeevents@la.gov with questions.

Reminder: Complete the Nonpublic School Approval Survey
 
This announcement does not apply to schools that completed the Nonpublic School Approval process in the fall semester.

The LDOE will be holding a supplemental round for 2020-21 BESE/BvD nonpublic school approval. Schools will receive approval at
the June BESE meeting. In order to receive approval, schools must submit a series of documents to the Louisiana Department of
Education. To identify which documents your school must submit, please review the NPS Approval Checklist  and collect the relevant
documents. BESE typically approves schools for the subsequent school year at its December meeting.
 
The LDOE has created an online survey to collect all required documentation. Schools will no longer need to log in to the FTP to
complete the NPS approval process. Completing this survey is expected to take 10-15 minutes. This submission is due by Friday,
May 25.
 
Please email nonpublicschools@la.gov with any questions. 

Reminder: Board of Regents Dual Enrollment Policy Update
Please share with high school principals and counselors.

In response to COVID-19, the Board of Regents provided an updated policy regarding students currently enrolled in Dual Enrollment
classes and an updated policy for the minimum entry requirements for students enrolling in Dual Enrollment classes for the 2020-
2021 school year. The webinar slides are available along with an FAQ regarding the updated policy.
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Please contact meredith.mcgovern@la.gov with questions.

Reminder: Advanced Placement Exam Updates
Please share with AP Coordinators, high school counselors, and AP teachers.
 
The College Board has released an updated AP Exam Day testing guide.This guide should be distributed to AP teachers and made
available for students. It provides details for how to access exams, specific browser requirements for exam day, and other important
details.
 
The College Board has also released an AP Exam Day Student Checklist  for students to reference during the AP Exams.
 
Please contact meredith.mcgovern@la.gov with questions.

Reminder: Student Opportunities Office Hours
Please share with school system supervisors, administrators, and counselors.
 
The Office of Student Opportunities is holding office hours weekly through May 31 to answer questions about student planning and
promotion.
 

●      Webinar Date and Time: Every Wednesday from 3:00-4:00 p.m.
●      Webinar Link: https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/411290309
●      Webinar Phone Number: 312-626-6799
●      Meeting ID#: 411 290 309
●      Meeting Password: 031058

 
Please contact stephanie.marcum@la.gov with questions.

Reminder: Nonpublic Textbooks and Textbooks Administration
 
Orders for textbooks must be delivered to (and received by) the eligible nonpublic school during the period of July 1, 2019 to June 30,
2020, in order to be eligible for reimbursement. The deadline for submitting nonpublic textbook reimbursement requests is July 15,
2020.
 
For further assistance regarding this information, you may email NonpublicFinanceHelpDesk@la.gov or call the Office of State
Education Finance & Policy at 225-342-3617.

Reminder: COVID-19 Guidance
 
On April 15, Gov. John Bel Edwards signed a proclamation to extend the closure of public school facilities to students for the
remainder of the 2019-2020 school year, to curb the spread of COVID-19. School systems are currently engaging students in distance
education.
 
Please reference the Department's COVID-19 Information and Resources webpage for regularly updated guidance. Review the K-12
Frequently Asked Questions document that is specific to the concerns of school systems for the most up-to-date information. Child
care providers should refer to the Early Childhood Frequently Asked Questions for specific guidance. For education-specific
information, contact the Department at LDOECOVID19Support@la.gov.
 
Please contact the Louisiana 211 Network with questions about coronavirus, or text the keyword LACOVID to 898-211 for the most
current information about the outbreak as it becomes available.

Reminder: Every Child Counts - 2020 Census

By now, every home has received an invitation to participate in the 2020 Census.
 
The 2020 Census count impacts the federal funds that communities receive each year for programs and services that are critical for
schools, students, and younger children, such as:

●      Special education, Head Start, after-school programs, and classroom technology.
●      Food assistance, including free and reduced-price school lunches.
●      Maternal and child health programs.
●      Planning, preparedness, and recovery efforts for national emergencies, including COVID-19.

 
Self-responses, which can be completed online, by phone, or by mail until October 31, ensures federal funding to support
Louisiana students. The Department encourages school systems to explore the newly available 2020 Census Toolbox to find
activities specially designed to be engaging and appropriate for each grade level, from counting for kindergarteners to examining
career statistics for high schoolers.
 
Please contact ldoecommunications@la.gov with questions.
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Other Department Newsletters
To view the May 12th District Newsletter or the May 7th Nonpublic Newsletter, please visit the LDOE Newsroom.
 
To be added to the newsletter distribution list, please send an email to nonpublicschools@la.gov.
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