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Important Dates for Nonpublic Schools
Office Hours
Office Hours Title

Zoom Link

Assessment and Accountability Office Hours

October 6 at 3:45 p.m.

Monthly Calls*
Monthly Call Title

Zoom Link

System Leaders Monthly Call

October 2 at 9 a.m.

Federal Programs and Grants Management Monthly Call

October 15 at 10 a.m.

Career and College Readiness Monthly Call

October 15 at 3 p.m.

Reopening Roundtable for System Leaders

October 16 at 9 a.m.

Legislative and Policy Support Monthly Call

October 19 at 10 a.m.

Assessment and Accountability Monthly Call

October 20 at 3:45 p.m.

Nonpublic Monthly Call

October 21 at 2 p.m.

Student Well-Being Monthly Call

October 21 at 3:30 p.m.

Education Technology Monthly Call

October 22 at 9 a.m.

Academic Content and Educator Development Monthly Call

October 28 at 1 p.m.

*Monthly call presentations are available in the School Improvement Library.

Upcoming Events
Event Title

Zoom Link

LDOE Virtual Fall Counselor Institute

October 28 at 9 a.m.

LDOE Virtual Fall Counselor Institute

October 29 at 8 a.m.

LDOE Virtual Fall Counselor Institute

October 29 at 12 p.m.

Important Deadlines
Document Link

Deadline

Recruitment and Retention Fellowship Application

October 2

2020-2021 Midterm Graduate Diploma Form

October 9

ELA Guidebooks, Grades 3-5 Louisiana Educator Feedback

October 15

BESE Approval Application
NPS Annual Data Submission

October 15
October 15

CTE Mission: CubeSat

October 16

2021 Student of the Year Application

October 16

All Nonpublics
System Leaders Monthly Call
Diocesan Superintendents and nonpublic leaders along with public school Superintendents and charter leaders are invited to
participate in a System Leaders Monthly Call hosted by Dr. Brumley and the LDOE team this Friday, October 2 at 9 a.m. Information
needed to join this call is included below.
●
●
●
●
●
●

Webinar Date and Time: October 2 at 9 a.m.
Webinar Link: https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/97982207566
Webinar Passcode: @Ax4Q3
Webinar Phone Number: 312-626-6799
Meeting ID#: 979 8220 7566
Dial-in Passcode: 744001

System leaders are asked to enter their full name and school system name when logging in.

School System Planning Calendar
The 2020-2021 School System Support Calendar has been updated to include the following changes that are highlighted in yellow
within the calendar:
●
Super App Office Hours
●
Updated Early Childhood Care and Education Commission Meeting dates
Please email ldoecomunications@la.gov with questions.

LDH School-Based Flu Vaccination Program
The Louisiana Department of Education is working with the Louisiana Department of Health (LDH) to bring the Health Hero flu
vaccination program to school systems. This initiative provides safe, efficient school-located vaccinations, increases immunization
coverage, reduces the risk of vaccine-preventable diseases, and helps keep children in school.
The Health Hero program provides vaccines in schools to students, teachers, and staff (regardless of insurance coverage) through
state licensed nurses. Because many children have limited access to healthcare services, the Health Heroes program ensures that
more children can easily get this important vaccination. By offering the flu vaccine at school sites, the program removes barriers for
families who might not otherwise be able to take time off work to have their children vaccinated.
For more information, or to schedule a clinic, please contact Liberty Duke from Health Hero at 205-609-0268 or
liberty@healthherousa.com. For additional information from LDH, please contact stacy.hall@la.gov.

Please contact LDOECOVID19support@la.gov with questions.

U.S. Senate Youth Scholarship Opportunity
Please share with high school principals and counselors.
The Louisiana Department of Education and the William Randolph Hearst Foundation are pleased to announce the launch of the
2021 Virtual United States Senate Youth Program. Two outstanding students from Louisiana will be selected to virtually participate in
a series of online meetings during the week of March 15, 2021. Upon participation of all of these meetings, each delegate will receive
a $10,000 college scholarship from the Hearst Foundation. The Department requests assistance in selecting these students.
Please encourage juniors or seniors who hold elected or appointed offices in school or community groups listed in the national
program brochure to submit an application packet. If students are unable to hold leadership positions this year due to the pandemic,
they can submit the position they held during the 2019-2020 academic year. Please ensure students understand the rules and
regulations governing this competition. For test security reasons, the test secure essay topics will only be released to school systems
and will not be available on our website. High school personnel should contact marian.johnson@la.gov as soon as a student request
is made for the essay topics.
U.S. Senate Youth Timeline
November 16

Submit application portfolio

December 4

Notification sent to finalists

December 15

Final phase selection

March 15-19, 2021

Virtual online meetings

Please contact marian.johnson@la.gov with questions.

LDOE Virtual Fall Counselor Institute
Please share with counselors and school system leaders.
Save the date for the 2020 Virtual Fall Counselor Institute! Attendees are asked to please set aside three hours on the day and
time that works best for them.
●
●
●
●

Webinar Date and Time: October 28 at 9 a.m.
Webinar Link: https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/99489510512
Webinar Phone Number: 312-626-6799
Meeting ID#: 994 8951 0512

●
●
●
●

Webinar Date and Time: October 29 at 8 a.m.
Webinar Link: https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/98233548776
Webinar Phone Number: 312-626-6799
Meeting ID#: 982 3354 8776

●
●
●
●

Webinar Date and Time: October 29 at 12 p.m.
Webinar Link: https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/97179412692
Webinar Phone Number: 312-626-6799
Meeting ID#: 971 7941 2692

Tentative Agenda
●
●
●
●
●
●

State Assessment Updates
2020-2021 LOSFA TOPS Regulatory Flexibilities
ACT Superscore
Dual Enrollment, Advanced Placement, IB, CLEP
2020-2021 Financial Aid
TOPS Weighted GPA and Credit Recovery

●
●

Jump Start 2.0/STEM Pathways
Jump Start Convention/Educator Leader Summit

Please contact leslie.gilliland@la.gov with questions.

2021 Jump Start Virtual Convention
Please share with school system leaders, counselors, LCTCS, and workforce development organizations.
Save the date for the 2021 Jump Start Convention! The convention will be held virtually on the afternoons of January 26 and 27.
Registration will open in October.
Please contact jumpstart@la.gov with questions.

Multiphase Challenge Building Skills for 21st Century Careers
Please share with career and technical education and math/science leaders and educators.
The U.S. Department of Education has launched CTE Mission: CubeSat , a national challenge to inspire high school students to build
technical skills for careers in space and beyond. Students from across the country are invited to design and build prototypes of
CubeSats (cube satellites), or satellites that aid in space research, bringing space missions out of the clouds and into the classroom.
No in-person collaboration or prior experience with CubeSats is required. Teams can use a curated collection of virtual resources in
the CTE Mission: CubeSat resource hub as they develop and submit their mission proposals.
The deadline to submit proposals is October 16 at 5:59 p.m.
Please contact jumpstart@la.gov with questions.

New Website Launched - Louisiana Teacher Preparation Providers
The Department - in collaboration with the Board of Regents - launched a new website that allows prospective educators to explore
teacher preparation programs. The website includes information on Louisiana's 29 teacher preparation programs, including
certification areas offered, testimonials, and the demographics of their program completers and retention data. Each provider's
performance on Louisiana's Teacher Preparation Quality Rating System will be added to the website this winter. Prospective
educators can use the website to select teacher preparation programs that best meet their needs, and school systems can use the
information to address their educator workforce needs.
Please contact sara.delano@la.gov with questions.

Louisiana Farm to School Launches Seeds to Success Website
The Louisiana Farm to School Program's new website, Seeds to Success, launched today. The website houses information about
how to grow fruits and vegetables in Louisiana and apply these skills to learning, how to start and maintain school gardens (including
classroom container gardens), and how to turn student interests into budding careers. Lesson plans and activities are available and
organized by grade, group, or by crop interest. Create an account to save crop guides and lesson plans and use the Louisiana
Resource page to discover places, events, and organizations related to Farm to School. Louisiana teachers are encouraged to
request free growing materials for classroom education.
Please contact melissa.campbell@la.gov with questions.

CARES Act Interim Final Rule Invalidated
On July 1, the U.S. Department of Education (ED) published an Interim Final Rule (IFR) regarding equitable services under the
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act. On September 4, in NAACP v. Davos, the U.S. District Court for the
District of Columbia issued an opinion and an order vacating the IFR. Accordingly, the IFR is no longer in effect.
The LDOE has received the Secretary's response ( ED's Response to Interim Final Rule Invalidations ) to the IFR guidance
invalidation and it is important to note:
ED will not appeal the court's decision to invalidate the IFR.
ED will not take any action against states or local school systems that followed the initial guidance and/or the IFR prior to
notice of the court's decision.
ED will use its enforcement authority to ensure districts comply with the Equitable Services requirements provided in Section
1117(a)(4)(A) of the ESEA of 1965. (calculating equitable services based on student low income data)
As a reminder, the agency is recommending school systems consider the following next steps as they prepare to move forward in
providing equitable services to eligible private schools.
School systems should conduct meaningful consultations with private schools acknowledging the judge's ruling regarding
invalidating ED's IFR guidance.
School systems are to calculate CARES Act equitable services funding levels using student low income data only.
Services and devices already delivered to participating private schools above the student low income equitable services level
are to remain with the private schools so that there is no interruption of services for students.
Back orders for devices, materials, and supplies should be provided up to the low income equitable services level. The
remaining devices, materials, and supplies should remain with the school system.
Private schools with no low income student counts should not be afforded CARES Act equitable services.
During the Federal Programs and Grants Management next Monthly Call scheduled for October 15 at 10 a.m., the Department will
review frequently asked questions received from school districts as they move forward with implementing CARES Act equitable
services according to ED's response to the courts' rulings.
Please contact bernell.cook@la.gov with questions.

Reminder: Recruitment and Retention Fellowship: Applications Due October 2

The Department is pleased to announce an opportunity for school systems to participate in a recruitment and retention fellowship
through a national non-profit organization, USHCA. Through this fellowship, human capital leaders will:
● network with other human capital leaders throughout the nation, learn from one another and discuss best practices with
regard to recruiting and retaining teachers; and
● work with a small cohort of Louisiana school systems to develop strategies to recruit and retain teachers in Louisiana's
highest-need certification areas, with a particular focus on math and science.
Time Commitment and Cost
The time commitment for this opportunity includes two, all-day virtual meetings (one during the week of October 26 and one in the
spring) as well as meetings in between for the Louisiana cohort to brainstorm with one another regarding teacher recruitment
strategies. There is no cost to school systems.
Application Process
Please apply for the fellowship by completing this short application by October 2. Fellowship participants will be announced in early
October.
Please contact sara.delano@la.gov with questions.

Reminder: Google Training: Virtual Professional Development
Please share with teachers interested in professional development for virtual learning.
The Department has partnered with Google and friEd Technology to provide a series of Facilitated Online Learning Experiences
(FOLE) that will enhance teachers' Google Skills and best practices for Digital Learning.
●
●
●

Teachers can register for all three FOLEs or single events.
Three session topics will be available on a first-come, first-served basis for up to 500 registered participants.
Training dates range from October 7 to October 29. Registration is now available.

Please contact edtech@la.gov with questions.

Reminder: LaCUE Cares: Virtual Professional Development
Please share with teachers interested in professional development for virtual learning.
The Louisiana Association of Computer Using Educators (LaCUE) is offering free professional development opportunities for teachers
and administrators through December. Each event will be focused on key education technology topics:
● October 17 - Tech Talk with Northwestern State University
● November 13-14 - Blended Learning with Weston Kieschnick
● December 4-5 - Celebrating Teachers and Technology with Eric Sheninger
Register to attend each session.
Please contact edtech@la.gov with questions.

Reminder: NPS Annual Data Submission Now Open
All BESE-approved nonpublic schools are required to submit the Nonpublic School Annual Data Submission in the NPS data system.
The Nonpublic School Annual Data Submission (previously called the "annual report") requires schools to submit basic enrollment
and school information and is submitted electronically using the data system known as LEADS.
Submissions must be completed by October 15, 2020.
To complete the Nonpublic School Annual Data Submission, please consult the Nonpublic Annual School Report User Guide .
Please remember, LEADs passwords expire every 30 days and must be reset at https://password.doe.louisiana.gov/. Additionally,
pop-up blockers must be off in order to access NPS.
Please contact nonpublicschools@la.gov with questions.

Reminder: BESE Approval and Brumfield vs Dodd Documents due October 15th
Every year, all schools must submit a series of documents to the Louisiana Department of Education to receive BESE approval for the
following school year. To identify which documents your school must submit, please review the Nonpublic School Approval
Checklist.
The Department once again has created an online survey to collect all required documentation. Schools will no longer need to log in
to the FTP to complete the NPS approval process. Completing this survey is expected to take 10-15 minutes. Submissions are due
by October 15th.
Please contact nonpublicschools@la.gov with questions.

Reminder: Guidance for BESE Approval/NPS Data Submission

The Department of Education held its first monthly call specifically for nonpublics on September 16th. The call gave guidance on
completing BESE/BvD approval action items as well as the annual data submission. A copy of the slides can be found in the District
Support library here.
Calls will be the third Wednesday of every month at 2:00. The next call will be on October 21st. Please see login information below:
Webinar Date and Time: Every third Wednesday at 2 p.m.
Webinar Link:https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/92282614317
Webinar Phone Number: 312-626-6799
Meeting ID#: 922 8261 4317
Please contact nonpublicschools@la.gov with questions.

Louisiana Scholarship Program (LSP) News
Reminder: Transfer Window Opened
If a family is interested in a transfer, please have the family complete the transfer form and submit it to a school representative.The
representative at the school must then sign the form and email it to studentscholarships@la.gov. Forms submitted by parents will
not be considered.
Transfers are at the discretion of the receiving school; however, schools may not exceed new student caps (if applicable) based on
accountability results for the 2019 school year.
Please email studentscholarships@la.gov with any questions.

Reminder: For School and District Testing Coordinators
ACT
● Important: Test coordinators are reminded to only use ACT test materials sent for the October test. Answer documents
from spring 2019 will be rejected if used in October, as well as any spring 2019 answer documents that are returned with
barcode labels from October placed over the spring barcode labels.
● October 6-April 30: The 2020-2021 WorkKeys testing window is open.
○ Please refer to the Quick Start Guide for Assigning TTS to a Single Examinee for WorkKeys. The document will
be posted to the ACT State Testing site in the WorkKeys section.
○ The Department will cover the cost for one WorkKeys administration for students who are on the Jump Start
pathway and are in grade 11.
● Please check the ACT State Testing site for an updated Schedule of Events.
● Now-October 6: Verify, as needed, student information in PANext for initial test date of October 6
LEAP 2025 Enrollment Verification and High School Window Selection
● October 1-31: School systems should log into DRC INSIGHT and complete the enrollment information for third and fourth
grade that is required no later than October 31.
○ Schools testing third or fourth grade on paper should also indicate the number of test booklets needed.
○ School systems need to verify the number of braille tests necessary for testing grades 3-8 for both paper-based
or computer-based testing formats.
● October 1-9: School systems need to log into DRC INSIGHT and complete the enrollment information indicating their
choice of LEAP 2025 high school fall window.
○ Systems may select only one of the two testing windows: December 1-18 or January 6-26.
○ School systems should keep in mind that LEAP 2025 high school test scores must be factored into the final
grade per policy when selecting the window.
○ Schools who do not complete this information will automatically be added to the January testing window.
LEAP 2025 Grades 3-8 Spring Test Administration
● At the request of many school systems that have had especially difficult challenges to the opening of school, the LEAP
2025 spring testing for grades 3-8 has been rescheduled as follows:
○ April 26-May 26: CBT
○ April 28-30 ELA and Math: PBT
○ May 3-4 Science and Social Studies PBT
● The 2020-2021 Assessment Calendar has been updated and additional key dates will be released in the coming months.
2020-2021 Growth Target Rosters
● The 2020-2021 growth target rosters will be posted to secure FTP on Wednesday, September 30. The rosters include a
target scale score for eligible students. Students are assigned to schools based on the 2019-2020 site code. The rosters will
be updated with this year's site codes in November. For information about how the targets were calculated without scores
from 2020, please contact jennifer.baird@la.gov.
Interests and Opportunities Index Results
● School systems recently received a roster file with their schools' results on the 2019-2020 Interests and Opportunities
Index via their secure FTPs. As a reminder, these results will not be used in official accountability calculations, as school
performance scores will not be produced for the 2019-2020 school year. The Department has compiled a list of frequently

asked questions around the 2019-2020 accountability release. Please contact assessment@la.gov with questions.
Assessment Administration Support and Training Office Hours
The next Assessment and Accountability Office Hours will be on October 6 at 3:45 p.m. A password will now be required for office
hours. Webinar details are listed below.
●
●
●
●
●

Webinar Date and Time: October 6 at 3:45 p.m.
Webinar Link: https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/202189164
Webinar Phone Number: 646-876-9923
Meeting ID#: 202 189 164
Passcode: 2020202!

Tuition Donation Credit (TDC) Program News
Reminder: For School and District Testing Coordinators
LEAP 2025 Enrollment Verification and High School Window Selection
● October 1-31: School systems should log into DRC INSIGHT and complete the enrollment information for third and fourth
grade that is required no later than October 31.
○ Schools testing third or fourth grade on paper should also indicate the number of test booklets needed.
○ School systems need to verify the number of braille tests necessary for testing grades 3-8 for both paper-based
or computer-based testing formats.
● October 1-9: School systems need to log into DRC INSIGHT and complete the enrollment information indicating their
choice of LEAP 2025 high school fall window.
○ Systems may select only one of the two testing windows: December 1-18 or January 6-26.
○ School systems should keep in mind that LEAP 2025 high school test scores must be factored into the final
grade per policy when selecting the window.
○ Schools who do not complete this information will automatically be added to the January testing window.
LEAP 2025 Grades 3-8 Spring Test Administration
● At the request of many school systems that have had especially difficult challenges to the opening of school, the LEAP
2025 spring testing for grades 3-8 has been rescheduled as follows:
○ April 26-May 26: CBT
○ April 28-30 ELA and Math: PBT
○ May 3-4 Science and Social Studies PBT
● The 2020-2021 Assessment Calendar has been updated and additional key dates will be released in the coming months.
Assessment Administration Support and Training Office Hours
The next Assessment and Accountability Office Hours will be on October 6 at 3:45 p.m. A password will now be required for office
hours. Webinar details are listed below.
●
●
●
●
●

Webinar Date and Time: October 6 at 3:45 p.m.
Webinar Link: https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/202189164
Webinar Phone Number: 646-876-9923
Meeting ID#: 202 189 164
Passcode: 2020202!

Reminder: Frequently Asked Questions and Contact Information
Information about the Tuition Donation Credit Program can be found in the Frequently Asked Questions and Scholarship
Programs Comparison Chart. Currently, Louisiana has four School Tuition Organizations participating in the Tuition Donation
Credit Program: ACE Scholarships Louisiana, Arete Scholars Louisiana, Aspiring Scholars, and Son of a Saint. Schools interested in
participating in the TDC program should communicate directly with one or more School Tuition Organizations.
School Tuition
Organization

Regional
Focus

STO Website

Email

Phone

ACE Scholarships
Louisiana

Statewide

www.acescholarships.org

TDR@acescholarships.org

504-491-1813

Arete Scholars
Louisiana

Statewide

www.aretescholars.org

maryhw@aretescholars.org

225-245-3610

Aspiring Scholars

New Orleans
Archdiocese

https://aspiringscholarsla.org/

info@aspiringscholarsla.org

504-513-4140

Son of a Saint

Orleans

www.sonofasaint.org

hello@sonofasaint.org

504-561-7508

School Choice Program
Reminder: SCP Transfer Window Open
Students wishing to transfer SCP awards from one school to another participating school for the 2020 school year can complete the
SCP transfer form. The form must also be signed by a representative of the receiving school.
Please send completed form to nonpublicschools@la.gov.

Other Department Newsletters
To view the September 28th District Newsletter or the September 24th Nonpublic Newsletter, please visit the LDOE
Newsroom.
To be added to the newsletter distribution list, please send an email to nonpublicschools@la.gov.

LDOE Links

LDOE Contacts
Dr. Cade Brumley
State Superintendent of Education
877.453.2721 (toll-free)
Twitter @LouisianaSupe

LDOE Website
Contact Us

STAY CONNECTED

