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Message from the Superintendent

Dear Colleagues,

A Louisiana school was recognized as a national model last week. North DeSoto High in DeSoto Parish won the National
Institute for Excellence in Teaching (NIET) Founder's Award and its $50,000 grand prize. The school was selected for
fostering educator excellence and successful instructional practices. | encourage vou to read more about this incredible
achievement.

All schools are unique, but there are key commonalities shared by North DeSoto High and fellow Founder’'s Award
winners. They make instructional excellence the cornerstone of school improvement, have strong plans for regular
professional learning focused on the real-time needs of teachers and students, are intentional with collaboration, and
leverage teacher leaders to drive student growth.

Congratulations to Principal Tammy Phillips and Superintendent Clay Corley on this prestigious honor. Their success
serves as an example to schools across Louisiana and beyond, reminding us of the transformative power of collaboration
and a shared commitment to academic excellence.

Dr. Cade Brumley
State Superintendent of Education
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Important Dates for School Systems

Office Hours and Monthly Calls

e Zearn Support for Middle School Leaders: March 12 at 9 a.m.

e Assessment and Accountability Office Hours: March 12 at 3:45 p.m.
e BESE-Authorized Charters Monthly Call: March 14 at 9 a.m.

e Educational Technology Monthly Call: March 14 at 9 a.m.

e Alternative Education Monthly Call: March 14 at 10 a.m.

e Certification Monthly Call: March 18 at 10:30 a.m.

e Nonpublic Schools Monthly Call: March 20 at 2 p.m.
[ ]
[ ]
[ ]
[ ]
[ ]
[ ]

Federal Support and Grantee Relations Monthly Call: March 21 at 10 a.m.
Career and College Readiness Monthly Call: March 21 at 3 p.m.
Teaching and Learning Monthly Call: March 27 at 1 p.m.

School Systems Financial Services Monthly Call: March 27 at 2 p.m.

Safe and Healthy Schools Monthly Call: March 28 at 2 p.m.

System Leaders Monthly Call: April 5 at 9 a.m.

Upcoming Events and Deadlines

Weekly Charter School Newsletter: March 6

Monthly Counselor Connect Newsletter: March 7

SFA Summer Feeding Plan Deadline: March 15

Youth Leqislature Application Deadline: March 15

Teacher Leader Summit Registration Deadline: March 15

Teacher and Principal of the Year Semifinalists Announced: March 19
$5 ACT Reaistration Voucher for School Counselors Deadline: March 24
State Special Education Advisory Panel Application Deadline: April 8

LCTCS Jump Start Construction Scholarship Deadline: April 10
SFA Non-Congregate Feeding Application Deadline: April 15

Teacher Leader Summit 2024: May 28-30, New Orleans
Congregate Feeding Application Deadline: May 31
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School Choice

Monthly Webinar Call
The next Nonpublic Monthly Call will be held on March 20 at 2 p.m.
e You can access the webinar using this link:

https://Idoe.zoom.us/j/97285741594?pwd=ekFUcHJxalYwcm5GdnN6V2IralVoQT09

All presentations of each monthly call are currently available in the School Systems Planning Library.

Please contact nonpublicschools@la.gov with questions.

Important Dates and Deadlines
Click to access the full Nonpublic Programs Scholarship Annual Calendar for 2023-24

Participants

March 8 Last day to submit Payment Adjustment Forms for Q3 All LSP and SCP Schools
March 8 2024-2025 School Choice Program Application closes All SCP Schools and Families
March 15 Last day to submit documentation to first choice SCP school All SCP Schools and Families
March 18 2024-2025 LSP Tuition and Fee jotforms are due All LSP Schools
March 18 2023-2024 LSP Parent Survey is released LSP Families

March 20 Nonpublic Schools Monthly Call All LSP and SCP Schools
March 22 Last day for SCP schools to upload verified demand report to the FTP SCP Schools

*All dates are tentative, please review future issues of the Nonpublic newsletter for all updates.

Please contact studentscholarships@|a.gov with questions.

General Nonpublic School Office Hours

The Office of School Choice-Nonpublic Programs Team currently offers a service called Office Hours. We are offering
office hours to provide one-on-one assistance regarding any questions you may have regarding our scholarship programs.

Office hours will be offered each week for school administrators and other school system employees. Office hours
will be held Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

You can book your Office Hours call using this link: https://www.picktime.com/LDEnonpublicschools

In order to make sure that every school gets an opportunity to schedule a call, each call will be limited to 15 minutes.
When booking your call, you must include a description of what you'd like to discuss during the call in the “booking notes”
section of the form. This will ensure that our staff is prepared ahead of the call and can effectively use the time to address

your concerns.

If you miss your scheduled time, you will need to book a new appointment time. If you have any questions about Office
Hours, please reach out to us at studentscholarships@la.gov for assistance.
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Please contact studentscholarships@|a.gov with questions.

Teacher Leader Summit

The 2024 Teacher Leader Summit is an annual professional learning conference that brings together all Louisiana birth to
grade 12 educators and content experts. Public, nonpublic, and charter school educators participating in the event will
share their knowledge, learn new skills, and prepare for the 2024-2025 school year. This year’'s Teacher Leader Summit
will focus on our ability to lead the next level every single day. The Teacher Leader Summit Overview outlines the specifics
of the Teacher Leader Summit.

e The Teacher Leader Summit is scheduled for May 28 through May 30 at the New Orleans Ernest N. Morial
Convention Center (NOENMCC) in New Orleans, LA. Teacher Leader Summit registration will close March 15,

or at sellout. Registration is available on a first come, first served basis.

Please contact gyents @emergentmethod.com with questions.

Louisiana Scholarship Program

2024-2025 LSP Tuition and Fees Jotform

All 2024-2025 participating LSP schools must submit their tuition and fee information by 5:00 p.m. on March 18th via this
form: https://form.jotform.com/LDOE/2024-2025L SPTuitionandFees. Please do not use old/saved links to complete
this form.

This form should be completed by a school administrator and will require submission of the following items:
e 2024-2025 Tuition & Fees information
e Supporting documentation (the current year information published on school website and/or handbook)
e Signed assurance forms

The information listed on the jotform should match the LOWEST actual tuition rate and mandatory fees charged to
non-Scholarship students for the 2024-2025 school year. Only fees that are listed directly on the jotform will be considered
for payment.

*Please Note: Tuition and fees charged to scholarship students cannot be higher than amounts charged to
non-Scholarship students.

Eligible fees are standard educational fees that are charged to all students at a participating school, regardless of
scholarship participation. Please do not list any non-eligible fees that are charged only to some students. LDOE approved
tuition amounts provided to participating LSP schools shall not be greater than the annual MFP per pupil for the district in
which the school is located.

Please enter the tuition and eligible fees for EVERY grade served by the school, even if there are no current Louisiana
Scholarship Program students enrolled in those grades. For example, if the school serves grades 6 - 8, then there should
be tuition and fee amounts filled in for grades 6 - 8.

In addition to submitting tuition information and documentation, schools must upload signed copies of:

e Individual Enrichment Assurances Form, signed by all board members, school administrators and principals
e Educational Purposes Assurances Form, signed by the principal

Page 4 of 9


mailto:studentscholarships@la.gov
mailto:studentscholarships@la.gov
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/2024-teacher-leader-summit/teacher-leader-summit-2024-overview.pdf?sfvrsn=f5e56118_6
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/2024-teacher-leader-summit/teacher-leader-summit-2024-overview.pdf?sfvrsn=f5e56118_6
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/2024-teacher-leader-summit/teacher-leader-summit-2024-overview.pdf?sfvrsn=f5e56118_12
https://web.cvent.com/event/71185261-1196-42fb-87be-0362e05fdfd4/regProcessStep1?rt=4SEoT9qkVkiE5pzonaVyhw
mailto:events@emergentmethod.com
https://form.jotform.com/LDOE/2024-2025LSPTuitionandFees
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__drive.google.com_file_d_1fSbVOa37qWUYyWnhS4-5F-2DfaOg1WQgBXDX_view&amp;d=DwMFAg&amp;c=xlPCXuHzMdaH2Flc1sgyicYpGQbQbU9KDEmgNF3_wI0&amp;r=P567e1YhJy265zNVv7fFPnov78solC_LIJ9Q16ha9js&amp;m=ITTOyFstX1wecsA-RI5HNP9ftlo_xbto1ccmvG8KI7o&amp;s=qAkZysqCt9dswSdlXH6isZ6LV-hA1nY5HIMyD_kW7cw&amp;e
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__drive.google.com_file_d_1-2DMr4A3bnpJqNK435-5FjjmwtBBmjUQFZ3c_view&amp;d=DwMFAg&amp;c=xlPCXuHzMdaH2Flc1sgyicYpGQbQbU9KDEmgNF3_wI0&amp;r=P567e1YhJy265zNVv7fFPnov78solC_LIJ9Q16ha9js&amp;m=ITTOyFstX1wecsA-RI5HNP9ftlo_xbto1ccmvG8KI7o&amp;s=zHgvfjyjgAObnvYj4U7vDhTP7YOtXEYJa29L9vAb9Zk&amp;e

If you have any questions or need assistance completing the jotform, please email our office at

studentscholarships@la.gov.

School Choice Program for Students with Certain Exceptionalities

2024-2025 School Choice Program Application

The 2024-2025 School Choice Program for Students with Exceptionalities application will close tomorrow, March
8, 2024.

Both new and returning SCP students must submit an application for the 2024-2025 school year. Families must apply
using the LDOE online application, which is currently available on the LDOE website.

Families applying for NEW students must provide the following eligibility documents to your first choice scholarship school
by March 15, 2024.

For the latest information on the application process, please visit our website for more information or contact our office at

studentscholarships@la.gov.

2024-2025 School Choice Demand Reports

Demand reports will continue to be uploaded on the FTP at the beginning of each week until the application closes on
March 8, 2024. The final date for nonpublic schools to upload demand reports to the FTP is March 22, 2024.

Please contact studentscholarships@|a.gov with questions.
Assessments, Accountability, and Analytics

LEAP 2025
Please share with testing coordinators.

The DRC INSIGHT portal will open on March 18 to:
e  Download test coordinator and test administrator manuals
e  Enter and assign test administrator numbers
e  Complete test setup and print test tickets

Manuals for grades 3-8 will be delivered to school systems based on the selection made by systems during the October
enrollment period in DRC INSIGHT.

° Week One: March 18-22
° Week Two: March 25-29

Please contact assessment@la.gov with questions.

ACT/WorkKeys

Please share with testing coordinators.

ACT

e  March 5-11: Print the Accommodations and Supports Roster to prepare for testing with accommodations and/or
supports
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March 8-22: Prepare online test sessions in PearsonAccessnext WorkKeys

Beginning Week of March 4, test materials are received in the school system, based on the receipt window
selected in PearsonAccess"* for testing window 2

March 4-11: ACT WorkKeys administration on paper with accommodations and/or supports for testing window 1
March 4-12: Conduct sessions for students to complete non-test information on the answer document for paper
testing. Note: Non-test information also may be completed on test day, prior to the start of test 1 (Workplace
Documents).

Please contact assessment@la.gov with questions.

2024-2025 ELA Innovative Assessment Program

Please share with school and system leaders.

The ELA Innovative Assessment Program (IAP) is a through-year assessment administered three times per year in
grades 3-8. The ELA Guidebooks IAP curriculum-aligned assessments will be operational in 2024-2025 for grades 3-8
(see unit list below). There will also be some field testing in grades 3-5. Classroom and student reports are released
approximately one month after the close of the assessment window, and students who participate in all three testing
windows will not take the ELA LEAP 2025 assessment. An ELA curriculum-relevant pilot assessment will also be
administered in grades 5 and 6 for school systems using other curricula.

The participation survey for the ELA Innovative Assessment Program (IAP) will be released this spring. 2024-2025 IAP
ELA Operational Units are listed by testing windows below.

Please contact Ruth.Cailouet@la.gov with questions.

GRADE WINDOW 1 WINDOW 2 WINDOW 3

3 Cajun Folktales Because of Winn-Dixie Louisiana Purchase

4 Hurricanes The Lightning Thief American Revolution
5 The Birchbark House The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe Shutting Out the Sky
6 Hatchet Out of the Dust If Stones Could Speak
7 The Giver Written in Bone OR A Christmas Carol Behind the Scenes

8 Flowers for Algernon The Tell-Tale Heart OR The Call of the Wild | Sugar

Career and College Readiness

Perkins Grant Technical Assistance Virtual Series
Please share with Perkins CTE supervisors.

The LDOE will host a series of virtual technical assistance meetings to help support school systems in understanding their
Perkins data, completing the newly modified Comprehensive Local Needs Assessment (CLNA) for secondary systems,
and completing the narratives and budget for the Perkins section of the Super App. The completion of the CLNA is
required in order to receive Perkins funding.

Understanding Perkins data necessary for the Comprehensive Local Needs Assessment Part A

° Webinar Date and Time: March 18 at 10 a.m.
° Webinar Link: https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/93913804985
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° Webinar Phone Number: 346 248 7799
° Meeting ID: 939 1380 4985

Understanding the Perkins Comprehensive Local Needs Assessment Part B
e  Webinar Date and Time: April 1 at 10 a.m.
e  Webinar Link: https://Idoe.zoom.us/j/91351835782
e  Webinar Phone Number: 346 248 7799
e Meeting ID: 913 5183 5782

Understanding the Perkins Comprehensive Local Needs Assessment Parts C and D

Webinar Date and Time: April 8 at 10 a.m.
Webinar Link: https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/92874849397
Webinar Phone Number: 346 248 7799

Meeting ID: 928 7484 9397

Understanding the Perkins Comprehensive Local Needs Assessment Part E and completing the Perkins Super
App Narrative and Budget

Webinar Date and Time: April 15 at 10 a.m.

Webinar Link: https://Idoe.zoom.us/j/96452082213

Webinar Phone Number: 346 248 7799

Meeting ID: 964 5208 2213

Please contact charmaine.cureton@Ia.gov with questions.

School System Financial Services

EY 24 Year End Deadlines

Please share with school system financial officials.

The deadlines noted below have been established by the LDOE to ensure that all FY24 funding is used. Failure to meet
these deadlines risks funding availability. The LDOE cannot guarantee the payment of late claims. Late claims may have
to wait until the following fiscal year (June 2025) for funds to be available. We appreciate your cooperation and thank you
for helping us be good stewards of our funds.

June 19: 8g claims due in eGMS

July 5: Carl Perkins and LDH claims for June expenses are due in eGMS.

July 15: All other state and federal awards (excluding 8g, Carl Perkins, and LDH) ending June 30, 2024 are due in
eGMS.

Please contact LDOE .federalclaims@la.gov with questions.
EFY 2023-2024 Aqgricultural Science Program Allocation

Please share with business managers.

The FY 2023-2024 Agricultural Science Program allocation payments have been processed according to HB1 of the
Regular Session 2023. The LDOE is providing guidance to answer some of the commonly posed questions related to the
Aaricultural Science Program allocation that was recently released to school systems. Please contact

schoolfinancehelpdesk@la.gov with questions.
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Computer Science Allocations
Please share with business managers.

The Computer Science Allocations funding is to provide systems with additional funding to provide 6-12 public school
teachers a unique opportunity to receive comprehensive training in preparation for the Computer Science Praxis exam.
The computer science allocations were released to school districts on March 1. For more details, refer to the Computer
Science Allocations Guidance document in the Business Manager Support Library under State Allocations.

Please contact schoolfinancehelpdesk@la.gov with questions.

Teaching and Learning

Academic Content
Financial Literacy Guidance

Please share with school and system leaders.

Act 267 (2023) requires all students entering high school in the 2024-2025 school year and beyond to complete a course
in personal financial literacy. The Einancial Literacy FAQ is available on the Math Refresh page. Refer to the FAQ for
graduation requirements, certification, and course content updates.

Please contact STEM@]la.gov with questions.

Bayou Bridges: A K-8 Louisiana Social Studies Curriculum Updates

Please share with content supervisors, school leaders, and social studies teachers.

The LDOE has published a new curriculum guide to support teachers and instructional leaders as they implement Bayou
Bridges materials. The guide provides in-depth information on the program’s guiding principles, design, key components
and resources, unit and lesson study tools, along with sample lesson annotations.

Teachers and leaders should use this resource to help navigate the curriculum, to better understand its key components,
and to effectively plan and implement Bayou Bridges lessons. This guide will continue to be updated as additional units
are published.

Please contact classroomsupporttoolbox@Ia.gov with questions.

Louisiana History Professional Development Opportunity

Please share with content supervisors, school leaders, and social studies teachers.

The Louisiana Endowment for the Humanities (LEH) will host the second annual Institute for Louisiana Culture and
History (ILCH) intensive workshop for Louisiana social studies K-12 educators June 24-26 in New Orleans. This workshop
will focus on Louisiana’s Reconstruction-era history.

The summer intensive workshop will provide Louisiana public school social studies educators the opportunity to build their
content knowledge by engaging with nationally known scholars, taking field trips promoting experiential learning, and
participating in working sessions exploring standards-aligned resources from 64 Parishes.

Social studies educators, teacher coaches, and curriculum specialists employed by public schools in Louisiana can apply
to participate in the summer intensive workshop. LEH will give preference to those working with grade 7 social studies
content. Applications close April 1.

Please contact shelburne@Ieh.org with questions.
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Diverse Learners

State Special Education Advisory Panel Application Open
Please share with administrators, community members, educators, parents, and students with disabilities.

The LDOE is looking for individuals interested in serving on the state’s Special Education Advisory Panel (SEAP), which
advises and assists the LDOE with the provision of free and appropriate public education for individuals with disabilities
across the state. Members of SEAP represent public and private sectors that by virtue of their position, interest, or training
can contribute information in regard to the education of students with disabilities. Fifty-one percent of the members must
be parents of a child with a disability (ages birth through 26) or individuals with disabilities. Anyone interested in serving

should send their completed application to specialeducation@|a.gov by April 8.

Please contact specialeducation@Ia.gov for more information.

Kindergarten Dyslexia Screening

Please share with kindergarten teachers, site leaders, and special education directors.

ACT 266 requires teachers to screen all kindergarten students for dyslexia during the second half of the year or upon
request of a parent/guardian or teacher. Please see below for a timeline for next steps:

February:

e Department will finalize the procurement process for a statewide kindergarten administration of the Shaywitz
DyslexiaScreen.

March:
e The LDOE will send rosters to special education directors.
e Special education directors will share rosters with site leaders.
e Site leaders will set-up screenings at the class level.
e The LDOE will provide a live one hour training for kindergarten teachers with general information on dyslexia and

the administration of the screener.
April;

e Kindergarten teachers will screen all kindergarten students.
All screening to be completed by the end of April.

May:
e At-risk results are reported to parents or guardians within 30 days.

Please monitor the weekly newsletter for updates and contact diverselearnersupport@la.gov with questions.

Educator Talent and Workforce Development
2024-2025 L EADS Evaluation Learning Year Training

Please share with all school and system leaders.

Evaluators and designated observers in school systems opting to transition to the Louisiana Educator and Leader
Evaluation System (LEADS) during the 2024-2025 school year must register for summer training. The registration landing
page has been updated to include a waiting list. Please cancel registration if your system is not participating or if you
select a different training session in order to reopen your training seat.

Please contact compass@|la.qgov with questions.
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