~ Important News for

NONPUBLIC SCHOOLS

May 11, 2023

Dear Colleagues,

Teacher Appreciation Week started Monday with good news for Louisiana educators. As you may have
seen, U.S. News & World Report released their PK-12 state rankings and Louisiana advanced from 46th
to 41st overall. In fact, we improved in every category compared to other states (preschool enrollment,
high school graduation, college readiness, math scores, and reading scores). We actually jumped 10
places in reading from 48th to 38th.

This would not be possible without you, your system leaders, school leaders, and teachers. It comes on
the heels of the Nation's Report Card, which was released a few months back, where Louisiana’s ranking
among the states improved from 46th to 42nd.

Let's take a moment to celebrate and then get back to work. | remain excited and optimistic that we will
continue to get stronger outcomes for our students.

Dr. Cade Brumley
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Important Dates for School Systems

Office Hours and Monthly Calls

Federal Fiscal Compliance Office hours: May 16 at 2 p.m.

Assessment and Accountability Monthly Call: May 16 at 3:45 p.m.

Business Manager Monthly Call: May 17 at 2 p.m.

Nonpublic Monthly Call: May 17 at 2 p.m.

Federal Support and Grantee Relations (FSGR) Monthly Call: May 18 at 10 a.m.

School Finance Support Office Hours: May 23 at 2 p.m.
Teaching and Learning Monthly Call: May 24 at 1 p.m.
Federal Fiscal Compliance Office Hours: May 24 at 2 p.m.
Federal Fiscal Compliance Office Hours: May 30 at 2 p.m.
Nutrition Support Monthly Call: June 6 at 1 p.m.

Upcoming Events and Deadlines

Mentor and Resident Spring Data Collection webinar: May 18 at 10 a.m.
2023 Louisiana School Safety Summit: June 15
Registration for School Support Institutes 2023-2024: May 8 - June 8



https://docs.google.com/document/d/15shrd5KqevyeSCJGXx3gqVQ52VRkrCCM/edit#heading=h.gjdgxs
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/96285218045
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/202189164
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/91034766720
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/93717548403
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/95258128918?pwd=c3FQVy92bVAwNnJkVkhJRmJHOXM0Zz09
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/98402052678
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/97396335186?pwd=bVpGd0pUcW9kMGRET2F4WjgyQzl0QT09
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/96925185744
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/93471956436
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/97675707762?pwd=Z25SMFdhMTNadk1saEY1em9VWnNyQT09
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/3455048179
https://louisianabelieves.com/resources/classroom-support/school-system-support-toolbox/louisiana-school-safety-summit
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/district-support/school-support-institutes-overview.pdf?sfvrsn=6f16991f_20

School Choice

Monthly Call
Our monthly call was held on April 19th at 2 pm. During this call, we discussed 2023-24 LSP site

registration for the upcoming year. A copy of the monthly call presentation can be found in the School
Systems Planning library. Our next monthly call will be held on ‘May 17 at 2 p.m.

Office Hours

The Office of School Choice-Nonpublic Programs Team currently offers a service called Office Hours. We
are offering office hours to provide one-on-one assistance regarding any questions you may have
regarding our scholarship programs.

Office hours will be offered each week for school administrators and other school system
employees. Office hours will be held Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

You can book your Office Hours call using this link:_https://www.picktime.com/LDEnonpublicschools

In order to make sure that every school gets an opportunity to schedule a call, each call will be limited to
15 minutes. When booking your call, you must include a description of what you’d like to discuss during
the call in the “booking notes” section of the form. This will ensure that our staff is prepared ahead of the
call and can effectively use the time to address your concerns.

If you miss your scheduled time, you will need to book a new appointment time. If you have any questions
about Office Hours, please reach out to us at studentscholarships@Ia.gov for assistance.

This service is not available to families. Families with questions should submit them to
studentscholarships@la.gov

Quarterly Enrollment Reporting

All Quarterly Enroliment Reports must be submitted on time via the LEADS portal during each quarter by
the dates listed below in order to receive payments on-time.

e Quarter 4 reporting for both the Louisiana Scholarship Program (SEE) and the School Choice
Program (SCP) was May 1-3.

e If the enrollment reports are not submitted on time, it affects your student enrollment counts and
delays payments.

e If a student drops from your school, please follow the drop procedures so that the student can be
dropped from your roster.

Note: All on time Quarter 4 submissions will be paid by the end of May.

If you have any questions, please reach out to us at studentscholarships@|a.gov for assistance.
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Upcoming Dates

You can access the 2022-23 Nonpublic Annual Reporting Calendar here.

Date Item Participants
May 26 LSP Site Registration Ends LSP schools
Roster Certification Due (declined awards due for non-registered
May 31 LSP schools
students)
May 31 SCP Site Registration Ends SCP schools
June 12 Summer Transfer Window Opens LSP and SCP schools

*All dates are tentative, please review future issues of the Nonpublic newsletter for all updates.

Louisiana Scholarship Program

Site Reqgistration for 2023-24

Site Registration for the 2023-24 Louisiana Scholarship Program began on April 24" and will end on May

26,

Please see the reminder below regarding site registration:
Award notifications were sent out to families via email and mail on April 24th.
The Site Registration Roster File and Final Rosters are available on FTP and SEE.

(o]

To access scholarship families’ contact information, please view your roster in SEE.

Site Registration ends on May 26th
Site Registration Roster File are due on the FTP by May 31 st at 5pm
Transfer Window opens June 12t

(e]

(e]

Scholarship students who wish to transfer to another participating before the start of the
2023-24 school year must accept the scholarship at the original awarded school.
Families are required to submit a Transfer Request form to the Department signed by
both the parent/guardian and a representative of the receiving school.

Declined Awards

(o]

o

Scholarship students who no longer wish to participate in the scholarship program for the
2023-24 school year must complete a declined award form.

This form is NOT to be used for families requesting a transfer.

Declined awards must be submitted to our office by May 26th.

Once a family declines the award, they will no longer be eligible to receive a
scholarship for the remainder of the 2023-24 school year. Once the award has been
removed, it cannot be reinstated.



https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/nonpublic-schools/reporting-calendar-2022-23.pdf?sfvrsn=d5136218_2

If you have any issues or questions about the site registration, please contact our office via email at
studentscholarships@la.gov for assistance.

School Choice Program

Site Registration for 2023-24
Site Registration for the 2023-24 School Choice Program began on May 1st and will end on May 31st.

Please see the reminder below regarding site registration:
e Award notifications were sent out to families via email and mail on May 1st.
e Final Rosters were made available on the FTP on May 1st.
e Site Registration ends on May 31st.
e All Final Rosters are due on the FTP by May 31 st at 5pm

Assessment, Accountability and Analytics

Accountability Policy

2022-2023 Interests & Opportunities

2022-2023 Interests & Opportunities indicators will be used for calculating 2022-2023 Scholarship Cohort
Index. All nonpublic schools (K-12) who participate in the scholarship program must complete this survey
with their indicator selection in order to earn points on the Interests and Opportunities Index as part of the
Scholarship Cohort Index. The survey will open on Monday, April 17, 2023. The survey will remain open
until Monday, May 15, 2023. In addition, the survey must be validated by your superintendent or their
designee by Friday, May 19, 2023. The Interests and Opportunities Menu Based Approach Guidance
2022-2023 can be found in the Accountability Library. Please refer to the letter that was sent to principals
on Friday, April 14, 2023 for more details.

Please contact accountability@Ia.gov with questions.

ELPT Score Release
Please share with test coordinators and Title Ill supervisors.

ELPT score reports will be available in TIDE May 15. ELPT Connect scores will not be released until
late fall. All students who qualified for and participated in ELPT Connect will have a new baseline set
for the ELPT progress index. As with all ELPT initial testing, the ELPT Connect scores will not be in
accountability results released with the fall 2023 school performance scores. Please contact
assessment@la.gov with questions.



mailto:studentscholarships@la.gov
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/accountability/interests-and-opportunities-menu-based-approach-guidance-2022-2023.pdf?sfvrsn=e3ef6218_2
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Career and College Readiness

National Merit Finalist BESE Recognition
Please share with school system leaders.

The Louisiana Department of Education would like to recognize National Merit Finalists at the June 14
BESE meeting. Schools systems, public charter schools, and nonpublic schools with National Merit
Finalist(s) are asked to provide the Department with the names of those students by completing the
National Merit Finalists form no later than May 17.

Please contact jessica.vallelungo@la.gov with questions.

Louisiana ACT Data Workshop: Accelerating Your School and Student Success
Please share with the testing coordinator, counselors, and data specialists.

Registration is open for the Louisiana ACT® Data Workshop. This free workshop will develop a deep
understanding of the ACT® Assessment Reports and how to utilize this data to improve school and
student ACT® success. Two workshops will be offered:

e Baton Rouge: June 14, 9 a.m. - noon
e New Orleans: June 21, 9 a.m. - noon

Please contact charmaine.cureton@Ia.gov with questions.

AP Coordinator Back-to-School Workshops
Please share with the AP testing coordinator.

Registration is open for the AP® Coordinator Back-to-School workshops. These workshops run from
July 24 until September 21 and are designed for new and experienced coordinators. Participants will
receive updates and resources for the upcoming school year in whole group and small group
sessions. College Board accounts must be active to register for the workshops.Please contact
charmaine.cureton@la.gov with questions.

Deadline Extended: Jump Start Construction Connect Scholars Program
Please share with CTE supervisors, CTE instructors, and counselors.

The Louisiana Construction Education Foundation (LCEF) Jump Start Construction Connect Scholars
Program is accepting applications for up to forty one-time $1,000 scholarships. Students who earned
Jump Start TOPS Tech Career Diplomas, possess National Center for Construction Education and
Research (NCCER) credentials, and plan to enroll in LCTCS campuses on construction pathways or
in Associated Builders and Contractors training programs are encouraged to a_pply by May 26.
Please contact stephanie.marcum@la.gov with questions.

Department of Justice Youth Violence Prevention Grant Program
Please share with school leaders and school safety professionals.

The purpose of this program is to develop and enhance strategies to prevent youth violence, including


https://form.jotform.com/231234289014046
mailto:jessica.vallelungo@la.gov
https://pages2.act.org/louisiana-act-data-2023.html
https://pages2.act.org/louisiana-act-data-2023.html
mailto:charmaine.cureton@la.gov
https://eventreg.collegeboard.org/event/c4811407-6e5b-4d7e-97ce-cb7c46dc1798/summary
mailto:charmaine.cureton@la.gov
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/courses
mailto:stephanie.marcum@la.gov

youth gang or group involvement. Deliverables from this program include the development of new
direct service programs or the enhancement of existing programs for youth with multiple risk factors
for violence. The grant application deadline is June 12.

The U.S. Department of Justice is holding an informational webinar on May 18 from 1 - 2 p.m. For
more information on this grant and others visit the School Safety website; contact
schoolsafety@hq.dhs.gov with questions.

Sudden Cardiac Arrest Education
Please share with school nurses, coaches, athletic trainers and athletic directors.

House Bill 400 (Act 385) of the 2022 Regular Legislative Session requires each public school nurse,
coach, athletic trainer, and athletic director to annually complete a sudden cardiac arrest education
program. The Department partnered with Code Ana to provide this free Sudden Cardiac Arrest
Education course for any school or person to access.

Please contact michael.comeaux@Ia.gov with questions.

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Clean School Bus Program
Please share with school bus transportation officials.

The EPA is offering at least $400 million in grants for cleaner school buses to reduce harmful pollution
and to protect children’s health. The grants will fund electric, propane, and Compressed Natural Gas
(CNG) buses that will produce either zero or low tailpipe emissions compared to older diesel
predecessors.

This 2023 Grant Program is separate from the earlier 2022 Rebate Program. Grant applicants may
submit proposals after the Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) is publicly posted on EPA's Clean
School Bus

Program web page. This is a competitive program where applicants will be scored based on how well
their proposal meets the criteria set forth within the NOFO. The Clean School Bus Grant Program
closes on August 22. Please contact cleanschoolbus@epa.gov with questions.

Teaching and Learning

Diverse Learners

Special Education Parent Involvement Survey
Please share with special education leaders.

Results of the 2021-2022 parent involvement survey for school systems selected to participate are
available in the data management FTP. Please contact specialeducation@la.gov with questions.

Summer OSERS Kickoff Event

Please share with special education teachers, related service providers, and families of
students with disabilities.
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The Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services (OSERS) is hosting an upcoming virtual
kickoff event for the transition initiative, Expect, Engage, Empower: Successful Transitions for All. The
virtual event will address transition services for youth with disabilities and their families. The webinar
will be held this Wednesday, May 10, from noon until 1:30 p.m. Registration is free. Please contact
diverselearnersupport@Ia.gov for more information.

Summer Transitions: Lunch and Learn
Please share with special education teachers and related service providers.

LASARD is hosting Summer Transitions: Lunch and Learn. This webinar will explore strategies to help
learners transition from school to summer and will be held this Friday, May 12, from noon until 12:30
p.m. Registration is free and open for all.

Please contact diverselearnersupport@la.gov for more information.

Louisiana Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders Summit
Please share with special educators, service providers and families.

The Human Development Center at LSU Health New Orleans is hosting a free educational workshop,
Louisiana Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders Summit, featuring national experts, families and
self-advocates to learn more about fetal alcohol spectrum disorders and developmental delays, June 16
-17 in New Orleans. Participants can register to attend virtually or in person. Families with children

with FASD may apply for stipends to attend.

Educator Development

2023 Believe and Prepare End-of-Year Surveys
Please share with Mentor Teachers and school leaders.

The LDOE hopes to gather the experiences and opinions of Mentor Teachers and their principals to
steer the future of our Teacher Leader Initiatives through two end-of-year surveys.

The 2023 Believe and Prepare: Principal Survey is offered to all principals with teachers that
completed Mentor or Content Leader training in the past seven years, have Mentors that served on
their campus as a mentor to an undergraduate or post-baccalaureate resident this school year (2022-
2023), or have Content Leaders serving in the role this school year.

Mentors who have completed training in the past seven years or served as a mentor to an
undergraduate or post baccalaureate resident this school year are invited to complete the 2023 Believe
and Prepare: Mentor Survey.

Both surveys must be completed by June 14. Please contact believeandprepare@la.gov with questions.



https://air-org.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_TYBC0jC_Q7CpBbR55KH1vw?utm_content&amp;utm_medium=email&amp;utm_name&amp;utm_source=govdelivery&amp;utm_term
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2023 Louisiana Aspiring Educator Summer Academy
Please share with teacher leaders and school leaders.

The Louisiana Aspiring Educator Summer Academy is a one-of-a-kind, five-day, hybrid summer camp and
professional learning experience for high school students enrolled in the Louisiana Pre-Educator Pathway
or any other coursework aimed at attracting and developing future Louisiana educators.

Hosted by the Louisiana Department of Education and staffed by a team of advisors and coaches from
around the state, the Louisiana Aspiring Educator Academy will take place at the University of
Louisiana Monroe July 10-14. Each high school offering Louisiana Pre-Educator Pathway coursework
is eligible to nominate one student and one alternate to attend the 2023 Academy. Review the
Summer Academy Overview for more details about the student nomination and registration process.
School system nominations will be accepted until all academy slots have been filled. Contact
toriano.hayward@Ia.gov_with questions.

Teacher Leader Lagniappe Podcast: Episode 13 Released
Please share with teachers, school leaders, and school system leaders.

Season 2, Episode 13, Creating a Culture of Success: Insights from Lafayette’s Comeback
School Principals: In Teacher Leader Lagniappe listeners hear from five inspiring educational
leaders from the Lafayette Parish School System who share the experiences and insights that led to
them receiving the Louisiana Comeback Campus distinction. Richland Parish makes Em Cooper smile
this week with their celebration of teachers for literacy improvements.

Share Your Stories: Educators can submit pictures of the great things happening in schools for the
What's Making Me Smile segment. Please contact em.cooper@Ia.gov with questions.

2023-2024 Program Approval Application Portal Now Open
Please share with school system leaders, school leaders, and human resource directors.

Teacher, early childhood ancillary certificate program, educational leader proposals for initial approval,
and Mentor and content leader training proposals are accepted and considered by BESE twice per
year. A panel of reviewers evaluate proposals meeting all initial submission requirements to ensure
they meet policy requirements. The portal is now open to accept the Notice of Intent (NOI).

See the Preparation Library for program approval resources, including notices of intent and application
rubrics. Programs submitting applications for review should use these materials to ensure their
applications align with policy requirements.
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Application Notice of Intent Application . Notification of | BESE Considers (if
o S Evaluation "
Portal Submission Submission Period Evaluation recommended for
Opens Deadline Deadline Results approval)
July 17 —
May 1 June 1 July 10 August 1 September 12 October 11

School Improvement
Registration for School Support Institutes 2023-2024 Now Open

Please share with school system leaders and school leaders.

In collaboration with our high-quality vendor partner, TNTP, School Support Institutes 2023-2024 will
focus on cultivating coherence and supporting Louisiana leaders to establish and maintain well-
organized instructional programs that meet the diverse needs of all students.

Each CIR school is required to register three members of their ILT for School Support Institutes
2023-2024. Leadership teams from UIR-A and unlabeled schools are also invited to register and
attend. Please see our SSI 2023-2024 Overview and Registration document for more information,
including system-level seat allocation and learning pathway descriptions. Registration for School
Support Institutes 2023-2024 will close June 8.

Please contact schoolimprovementdivision@Ia.gov with questions.
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