
 
February 26, 2019 

 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
As you likely know, the Governor released his executive budget Friday. The Legislature will now begin its 
examination of what has been proposed and its efforts to form the final budget legislation. 
 
As has been much discussed, the budget includes increased education funding on a number of fronts. 
The budget also continues to underfund some aspects of our education system. Below is a synopsis of 
the executive budget’s education proposals. 

• An increase of roughly $140 million for the MFP. This includes 
o $75 million for a $1,000 raise for all public school, K-12 educators and the related 

retirement obligations; 
o $26 million for a $500 raise for all public school, K-12 support staff and the related 

retirement obligations; and 
o $39 million for an increase of 1.375 percent in the base per pupil rate of the formula. 

• An increase of $26 million for TOPS and the general higher education system 
• An increase of nearly $15 million to Juvenile Justice 
• A decrease of $2.3 million to the Department of Education’s operating budget, which would affect 

the agency’s ability to support school systems and educators 
 
One notable area received no increase, however: early childhood care and education. 

• No increase to LA4, continuing a decade-long stasis in the growth of this popular program 
• No reduction of the child care waitlist of 3,300 children 
• No funding to offset the more than 6,000 additions to this waitlist likely to happen if and when 

current federal grants end, making for a total of nearly 10,000 children on the waitlist by end of 
year 

 
I shared thoughts about the budget in a discussion at the Press Club of Baton Rouge yesterday. 
Generally, there is much to be thankful for, in particular pay raises for teachers. There is also much left to 
be done, including doing right by working families who need a high-quality place for their children to 
receive care and education. 
 
Discussion of these issues will continue at the MFP Task Force this Thursday, at BESE March 12, and in 
the legislative session to start in April. 
 
As always, thank you for all you do for our children,  
  
John 
 
In This Issue 

● School System Support 
● Assessment & Accountability 
● High School Pathways 
● Educator Preparation 
● Special Education 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ifzHGCPv3Bw


● Data 
● Finance 
● Safe and Healthy Schools 

Important Dates for School Systems 
 
Upcoming Events  

● Webinar for 2019-2020 Carl Perkins Grant and Super App: February 27 at 3:00 p.m. 
● Webinar for 2019-2020 Carl Perkins Grant and Super App: February 28 at 3:00 p.m. 
● No School System Newsletter: March 5 
● Assessment and Accountability Office Hours: March 12 at 1:00 p.m. 
● Monthly Data Coordinator Webinar: March 14 at 1:00 p.m. 
● Special Education Leader Monthly Webinar: March 14 at 2:00 p.m. 

 
 Important Deadlines 

● Jump Start Summer Request for Applications priority deadline for new applicants: February 28 
● CLEP Bulk Purchasing deadline: March 1 
● SCA Final Dual Enrollment reporting deadline: March 1 at 12:00 p.m. 
● Louisiana Principal Fellowship Nomination deadline: March 15 
● Jump Start 2.0 Draft Blueprint Survey deadline: March 15 

 
School System Support 
 
New: 2017-2018 Compass Evaluation Results 
 
2017-2018 Compass evaluation results will be uploaded to Louisiana Believes tomorrow, February 27 for 
both leaders and teachers.  
 
For more information, please contact compass@la.gov. 
 
Assessment and Accountability 
 
New: ACT Update 
 
The ACT Match/No Match lists will be updated and provided to school systems via FTP by this Friday, 
March 1. 

● Students who are listed on the ACT Match List have an ACT score on file with the Department 
and can be retested at the expense of the school system. 

● Students who are listed on the ACT No Match List must be tested at no cost to the school 
system, or they must have a valid accountability code applied in PANext by April 11. Students 
who participated in LEAP Connect/LAA 1 at the high school level must also have an 
accountability code applied to their records. Schools should not wait for data certification to apply 
codes. 

 
Please contact jennifer.baird@la.gov with questions. 
 
New: For District Testing Coordinators   
 
General: 

https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/207120758
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/471614604
https://ldoe.zoom.us/
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/976397929
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/432848651
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/courses/supplemental-course-academy
https://clep.collegeboard.org/develop-your-clep-program/clep-and-your-high-school/bulk-purchase-program
https://lacourses.net/Default
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeCiQkOcZoD3ZdVSeHcGnc2BpqRUhTfGwMDZVdGoUCmGakY8g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSehNEiKIMM2U-LYo5aEFc5uPIHoer2HfjSTCL7CmvGe1-H-Fw/viewform
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/workforce-attributes
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/workforce-attributes
mailto:compass@la.gov
mailto:jennifer.baird@la.gov


● The 2018-2019 Assessment Month-by-Month Checklist is located in the Assessment Library. The 
checklist: 

○ identifies key dates and deadlines for statewide assessment programs and accountability 
processes for next school year,  

○ provides action steps to ensure readiness for administering statewide assessments, and  
○ recommends resources for school systems and school staff. 

● All changes to DTCs or accountability contacts must be submitted to the Department using the 
DTC and Accountability Contact Update form found in the Assessment Library. 

Birth-Pre-K 
● February 28: Deadline for GOLD Winter Checkpoint 

K-2 Pilots 
● Due March 8: School systems participating in the Second Grade Checkup pilot should review the 

Data Sharing Agreement and sign, scan, and email the Addendum To Data Sharing Agreement 
to ldedata@la.gov.  

● Due March 11: School systems participating in the Writing Sample Pilot should review the Data 
Sharing Agreement and sign, scan, and email the Addendum To Data Sharing Agreement to 
ldedata@la.gov.   

LEAP 360 
● Form 2 Interim Summary and Roster reports for grades 3-8 are now available.  

LEAP 2025 
● Test setup for LEAP 2025 3-8 will open in eDIRECT on March 18. DTCs and STCs can begin 

adding TA numbers, ensuring all students are in eDIRECT at the appropriate site, verifying 
accommodations, and creating test sessions on this date. 

LEAP Connect 
● Now-March 15: LEAP Connect testing window 
● Final testing irregularities should be emailed to assessment@la.gov by March 15. 
● STCs should ensure that TAs, proctors, and monitors are appropriately assigned to testing 

groups for LEAP Connect testing.  
● The additional materials window is open, and orders can be placed through eDIRECT.  
● UPS is pre-scheduled to arrive at the school system office on March 18 to pick up LEAP 

Connect/LAA1 secure materials. Directions for packaging materials for return are detailed in the 
LEAP Connect and LAA1 TCMs posted in eDIRECT. 

ELPT 
● Now-March 15: ELPT testing window 
● Final testing irregularities should be emailed to assessment@la.gov by March 15. 
● The additional materials window is open, and orders can be placed through TIDE.  
● The ELPT Data Entry Interface Guide (DEI) is posted in the ELPT portal. The DEI is a component 

of the Online Testing System that allows authorized users to enter student assessment data, 
such as item responses and scores. Entering student data is required for the ELPT large print 
and braille forms. 

● AIR is working closely with Google to address an issue with Chrome OS v72, so that AIR can 
support the update for online testing. Until this issue is resolved, AIR is asking all Chromebook 
users to hold off on updating their devices to the newest version if they have not already. Please 
contact the Louisiana ELPT Help Desk at 866-758-0231 or email laelpthelpdesk@air.org with 
questions.  

ACT and WorkKeys 
● The window is now open to create test sessions and assign students to test sessions for ACT 

online only. 
● Now-March 8: Window to complete the following: 

○ Request late consideration of ACT-approved accommodations and/or supports on the 
ACT for eligible examinees in TAA using the ACT-Approved Late Consideration form in 
TAA. This is only for newly enrolled students having accommodation plans or newly 
diagnosed students. Forgetting to submit requests is not a reason for late consideration. 

● Now-March 1: Window to order additional standard time and non-college reportable 
accommodations ACT materials and WorkKeys accommodations and support materials for the 
initial testing date of March 12. 
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● Now-March 11: Window to request for ACT to add and remove students by submitting the Enroll 
or Unenroll Students file and update student information in PANext. 

● Before March 11: Conduct sessions for examinees to complete the non-test information on the 
answer documents for paper testing, train room supervisors and proctors, and prepare rooms and 
materials. 

● March 12: Administer the ACT for initial test date. 
● March 12-13: Order standard time materials for the April 2 makeup test date. 
● March 12-26: Order ACT-approved accommodations and/or supports materials for the April 2-8 

makeup testing window by calling ACT Accommodations, 800-553-6244 ext. 1788. 
● March 14-22: Order additional standard time and non-college reportable materials for the April 2 

makeup test date. 
● By March 27: Conduct sessions for examinees to complete the non-test information for the ACT 

taken online or provide the information to examinees to complete on their own. 
 
Assessment Administration Support and Training 
The next Assessment and Accountability Office Hours call will be March 12 at 1:00 p.m. 

● Webinar Link: https://ldoe.zoom.us/   
● Webinar Phone Number: 669-900-6833  
● Meeting ID#: 393463942 
● The March Monthly call will be March 19. 

 
The Office Hours Questions and Answers document is posted in the Assessment Library. Email 
assessment@la.gov with questions.  
 
Reminder: Updated U.S. History Practice Test Answer Key with Annotated 
Student Responses 
Please share with Teacher Leaders and U.S. History teachers. 
  
The updated U.S. History Practice Test Answer Key is available in the Practice Test Library. The key now 
includes annotated student responses to help teachers and students better understand the scoring of 
constructed-response and extended-response items. 
  
Practice test answer keys for social studies grades 3-8 with annotated student responses are also 
available in the Practice Test Library. 
  
Please contact assessment@la.gov with any questions. 

High School Pathways 
 
New: Jump Start 2,0 Blueprint and Feedback Survey Released 
 
Today, the Department released for public feedback the Jump Start 2.0 blueprint outlining the future of 
career and technical education in Louisiana. The blueprint calls for enhancements to Jump Start by 
collaboratively working with school systems, and business and industry, to reduce the stigma attached to 
career education and ensuring every student graduating with a Career Diploma is fully prepared to 
succeed in a high-wage, high-growth industry. 
 
School system leaders, CTE supervisors and teachers, and principals are encouraged to share feedback 
on the blueprint by completing this survey by March 15.  

https://testadmin.act.org/customer/index.action
https://testadmin.act.org/customer/index.action
https://ldoe.zoom.us/
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/office-hours-questions-and-answers-2018-2019.pdf?sfvrsn=6
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/assessment
mailto:assessment@la.gov
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/leap-2025-u-s-history-practice-test-answer-key.pdf?sfvrsn=72fb951f_8
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/practice-tests
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/practice-tests
mailto:assessment@la.gov
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/newsroom/news-releases/2019/02/26/department-seeks-feedback-on-blueprint-outlining-future-of-career-and-technical-education-in-louisiana
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001t5gRWoTF3CnCnzP2fCgnqgrcnvuKjY6GKN2g8hXhgQinwZwvpRKy3vbxDgrBPfqNpleSn_Pjc_Usk7R_Rl6_XFRAtirkLUtnctVal0_4V1QH5kFJjOiVtXFvZihUn5ZtsDm_xZ0IkF-ruUKvf5pKz-c1Dv5W8knREX6hJCGrXMS2r2Oduj_Lkd8rbjjeeLXJP65n9zwBDHV1gUdGDq9uWU6RYBUZ49Y61C3PtAQI-LegizY7p4vjqGyeHmSt3yTkMZifXrFqwJ1sFEeSx0IPhQ==&c=nUfBX_xh3nQGUtzMuJP3C1Oit06zve5ShB-DiW4_Bo5BygniQnupmA==&ch=nqAz6tjYgxfrE3BND7vViE5wjhRUEatD20leqHqSbYaIK8ACa_ig6w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001t5gRWoTF3CnCnzP2fCgnqgrcnvuKjY6GKN2g8hXhgQinwZwvpRKy3vbxDgrBPfqNkMaw1dTK7_iOqGQhT7wVhrw4n9_6_gaHB9U0wh9YAWt9OddDDYhNK5qpKvaPFwTpoAY2Yqv-5uhoJz6RyjvWLk8pAjA-UaGuz8Zj6rKVbEZXoPc0_ggiEmj1Jmen7t8fBi-iKwqbWygQKo3uMESgeT7_0wJYmcOUJlUNc7ex5nTafXv2Eud5DJLe0jI1skF1EstXsDEPtb7_bkeKoiW1wF19taA-KRJSiWy8KV4BOXc=&c=nUfBX_xh3nQGUtzMuJP3C1Oit06zve5ShB-DiW4_Bo5BygniQnupmA==&ch=nqAz6tjYgxfrE3BND7vViE5wjhRUEatD20leqHqSbYaIK8ACa_ig6w==


 
Email jumpstart@la.gov with questions. 
 
Reminder: 2019 Jump Start Summers Request for Applications 
Please share with school administrators, counselors, instructors, and staff. 
 
The Department released its Request for Applications for the Jump Start Summers program funded by 
Supplemental Course Allocation (SCA) to launch scaffolded, multi-year summer training sessions in 
public school facilities and on employer worksites that help students prepare for college, career, and life 
success. The priority deadline for new applicants is this Thursday, February 28.  
 
The Department is seeking school systems, charter management organizations, and private party course 
providers willing to sponsor student summer training sessions in collaboration with industry partners. 
Sponsoring school systems/charter schools/course providers will be approved to use Course Choice SCA 
funding to launch and sustain student summer training programs as long as they have at least one 
committed industry partner willing to provide students with the opportunity to complete on-site job 
shadowing and/or internships with student stipends.  
 
For more information, please contact jumpstart@la.gov.   
 
Reminder: SCA Final Dual Enrollment Reporting  
Please share with professional school counselors and high school coordinators. 
  
Reporting for SCA/Course Choice dual enrollment courses ends this Friday, March 1 at 12:00 p.m. 
Schools should log into the SCA/Course Choice Reporting System to ensure all dual enrollment 
registrations with colleges and universities are accurate. Any SCA funds not allocate will be reallocated to 
other school systems. 
  
For more information, please contact sca@la.gov. 
 
Educator Preparation 
 
New: 2018-2019 Workforce Reporting: Annual Teacher Attendance 
 
In November 2018, a preliminary attendance file with school and school system level data was made 
available in school systems’ FTP during the data validation process. 
 
By February 28, annual teacher attendance will be reported in the Louisiana School Finder at the state, 
school system, and school level, and will be reported for all full-time teachers. 
 
An absence will be counted if a teacher is reported with non-attendance codes 03, 04, or 05. All other 
absences will not count against the attendance rate. The definitions for annual attendance are consistent 
with federal reporting. Non-attendance codes in PEP are as follows: 
 

01 PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

02 SCHOOL RELATED BUSINESS 

03 PERSONAL/SICK/EMERGENCY LEAVE 

04 EXTENDED MEDICAL LEAVE 
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05 ANNUAL/VACATION LEAVE 

06 EXTENUATING CIRCUMSTANCES 

 
Please contact believeandprepare@la.gov with questions. 
 
New: Nomination Forms Available for 2019-2020 Louisiana Principal Fellowship 
 
The Louisiana Principal Fellowship Program partners with the National Institute for School Leaders (NISL) 
to offer a yearlong executive development program for school and school system leaders in all stages of 
their careers.  
 
The enrollment portal for Cohort 5 (2019-2020) of the Louisiana Principal Fellowship is now open and 
available on the Louisiana Principal Fellowship website. This newly developed website will contain 
important information about the Principal Fellowship including: unit overviews, agendas, sign-in sheets, 
newsletters, and payment information. 
 
Nominations are available on a first come, first served basis and should be completed no later than 
March 15 to ensure a spot. 
 
Please contact teri.roberts@la.gov with questions. 
 
Special Education 
 
New: Join the Special Education Leader Monthly Webinar 
 
The Department will hold its monthly webinar for school system directors, supervisors, and 
coordinators of special education on March 14 at 2:00 p.m. Topics will include upcoming deadlines, 
updates, guidance, and training opportunities. Pre-registration is not required.  

● Webinar Date and Time: March 14 at 2:00 p.m. 
● Webinar Link: https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/432848651 
● Webinar Phone Number: 408-638-0968 

(for dial-in only) 
● Meeting ID#: 432848651 

 
For more information, please contact specialeducation@la.gov.   
 
Data 
 
New: Monthly Data Coordinator Webinar Rescheduled 
Please share with data coordinators and data managers. 
 
The Department has rescheduled its monthly webinar to March 14 at 1:00 p.m. Topics will include 
2018-2019 end-of-year collections kickoff, data submissions, upcoming deadlines, validation reports and 
rosters, other updates, and best practices. 

● Webinar Date and Time: March 14 at 1:00 p.m. 
● Webinar Link: https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/976397929 
● Webinar Phone Number: 646-876-9923 

(for dial-in only) 
● Meeting ID#: 976397929 
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Please email systemsupport@la.gov with questions. 
 
Finance 
  
New: JAG Allocation Revision 
Please share with business managers and financial officials. 
  
The Jobs for America’s Graduates (JAG) program’s allocation has been finalized. The revised allocation 
will be effective in eGMS no later than this Friday, March 1. Allocations were adjusted based on available 
funding across all sources. 
  
Funding of allocations is based on eligibility and participation; actual reimbursement is based on 
recipients filling allocated seats and students meeting attendance thresholds. All final allocations for this 
program are contingent upon approval of funding. 
  
Please refer to eGMS for updated JAG allocation and contact schoolfinancehelpdesk@la.gov with 
questions.  
 
Safe and Healthy Schools 
 
New: Outstanding School Support Employee Awards Program Accepting 
Applications 
 
The Outstanding School Support Employee Awards Program (OSSE) is accepting applications through 
April 8. OSSE honors an outstanding employees at the elementary, middle, and high school levels, who 
have gone beyond the call of duty in supporting and providing leadership in the operation of non-
instructional activities within the school year. 
 
Please contact dana.dauzat@la.gov with questions.  
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