
 
April 23, 2019 

 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
With the legislative session in full swing, discussions have quickly turned to finances for public schools 
and early childhood centers in the 2019-2020 year. There was a lot of action last week. What follows is a 
synopsis of the major events. 
 
The House Education Committee considered House Concurrent Resolution 1 last week, which contains 
the MFP formula transmitted by BESE in March. You will recall that this formula includes an addition of 
$101 million in pay raises and pension obligation costs, as well as $39 in general aid for school systems. 
These increases combine to form an increase of nearly four percent in the overall cost of the MFP. BESE 
and the Department joined other advocates in supporting these measures in front of the committee. 
 
Citing concerns about a potential inability to pay the full $140 million, the committee returned the formula 
to BESE, urging that the board send a formula back with just the $101 million in pay raises included. This 
would “protect” the pay raises while leaving the $39 million up for negotiation as the budget makes its way 
through the legislative budgeting process. BESE has set a date of May 7 for its next consideration of the 
matter. 
 
The House Appropriations Committee and Education Committee also both discussed the issue of early 
childhood funding in their meetings last week. At issue is a number of concerning shortfalls. First, the 
state will soon lose an $8.8 million federal grant dedicated to prekindergarten programs. Loss of this grant 
with no funds to backfill the cost would result in cuts to LA-4 and to the Nonpublic School Early Childhood 
Development Program. The state also has been required by federal officials to increase its low per capita 
rate of child care reimbursement; recipients can afford only 1 of 5 centers in Louisiana when provided the 
current state rate. Finally, and of significant urgency, there is currently a waitlist of more than 5,500 
working families awaiting child care support. When these three issues are combined – losing a grant, the 
low rate of reimbursement, and the waiting list – the cost is $40 million in order to rectify the concerns. 
 
My sincere hope is that the Legislature finds multiple ways to invest in education: in our schools, our 
families, and our students, infants through adults. I look forward to more updates as the process moves 
forward. 
 
As always, thank you for all you do for our children,  
  
John 
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Important Dates for School Systems 
 
Upcoming Events  

● Early Childhood Roundtable (Alexandria): April 25 at 9:00 a.m. 
● Early Childhood Roundtable (Lake Charles): April 25 at 2:00 p.m. 
● Webinar for Carl Perkins Grant and Super App: April 29 at 3:00 p.m. 
● Early Childhood Roundtable (Baton Rouge): April 30 at 9:00 a.m. 
● Assessment and Accountability Office Hours: April 30 at 1:00 p.m. 
● Webinar for Carl Perkins Grant and Super App: April 30 at 3:00 p.m. 
● Early Childhood Roundtable (Harvey): May 2 at 10:00 a.m. 
● BESE Special Meeting: May 7 at 9:30 a.m. 

 
 Important Deadlines 

● Super Summer Institute Training Registration deadline: April 26 
● Deadline to complete Interest Survey for Assessment Review Committees (June and Science 

Standard Setting): April 26 
● 2018 IDEA MOE Confirmation (Compliance Review) Submission deadline: April 30 
● Transition to Online-Only Certification Application: May 1 
● Homeless Liaison Regional Training Registration deadline: May 1 
● 2018-2019 Carl Perkins Grant Final Budget Revisions Submission deadline: May 1 
● Teacher and Leader Evaluation Data CIS Upload and SLT Monitoring deadline: May 6 
● FY2018-2019 Projected Local Revenue Data Submission deadline: May 8 

 
School System Support 
 
Reminder: Teacher Leader Summit T-Shirts On Sale 
 
T-shirts for the 2019 Teacher Leader Summit are now on sale, featuring the winning design inspiration by 
Michelle Johnson, a teacher at Montegut Elementary School in Terrebonne Parish. All shirt orders 
placed by June 14 will be received before the event. A limited number of t-shirts will also be available 
for purchase at the Summit, but these sell out quickly, so participants are encouraged to order online. 
 
Email louisianateacherleaders@la.gov with questions.  
 
Assessment and Accountability 
 
For District Testing Coordinators   
 
General: 

● The 2018-2019 Assessment Month-by-Month Checklist is located in the Assessment Library.  
● All changes to secure shipping addresses, DTCs, or Accountability Contacts must be submitted 

to the Department using the DTC and Accountability Contact Update form found in the 
Assessment Library. 

● The 2019-2020 Assessment Calendar has been updated in the Assessment Library.  
● The Trends in International Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS) 2019 assessment window 

is now-May 31. 
● An updated Technology User Guide with instructions on the new Testing Site Manager, Central 

Office, is now available in eDIRECT. District Test Coordinators and Technology Coordinators 
should access this document prior to the May 1 release of downloads.  
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K-2 Pilots 
● Due April 30: Writing Sample Pilot testing materials must be shipped via prepaid mailer.  
● May 6-17: Instead of administering the Second Grade Checkup to students, the Department will 

be collecting feedback through a survey of all teachers and school system personnel involved in 
the pilot this spring. The survey will include sample test questions for teachers and students to 
interact with and questions on administration, reporting, and accountability. The survey will be 
emailed to school system contacts, administrators, and teachers. Participants will have May 6-
17 to complete the survey.  

K-3 Assessments 
● For 2019-2020, the two approved Kindergarten Entry Assessment options are DRDP and TS 

GOLD. The four approved K-3 Literacy Screener options are DIBELS Next, DIBELS 8th Edition, 
STEEP, and STEP. 

● Two 80-minute sessions on the KEA and a full-day session on DIBELS 8th edition will be offered 
at the 2019 Teacher Leader Summit. Participants must register to attend. 

● School systems must complete the K-3 Screener survey to indicate the assessment choices for 
their school system. The survey must be completed by May 17. 

LEAP 2025 
● Now through May 3: Grades 3-8 LEAP 2025 CBT window 
● Now through May 17: High School LEAP 2025 testing window 
● April 29-May 3: Grades 3-4 LEAP 2025 PBT window 
● School systems needing to request 2017-2018 test scores for English I and US History 5-level 

must complete the 2017-2018 Test Score Request Form located in the Assessment LIbrary under 
Resources and Forms. Email the completed form to assessment@la.gov. 

● Testing irregularities should be sent to assessment@la.gov at the conclusion of each week of 
testing.  

● Seniors needing to take a LEAP 2025 assessment must be placed into the Senior form in 
eDIRECT. All underclassmen should be placed in the regular form in eDIRECT. All students 
regardless of grade levels can test in the same physical location.  

LEAP 360 
● School systems that use LEAP 360 during the 2019-2020 school year will not be required to pay 

an annual fee; however, they will be required to sign a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to 
protect the item and test content. Submit the signed MOU to assessment@la.gov.  

ELPT and ELPS 
● The Online Reporting System (ORS) is scheduled for maintenance on April 29. Users will still be 

able to access the ELPS, but ORS will be unavailable. When ORS becomes available, 
notifications will be sent to users. 

ACT and WorkKeys 
● The ACT Score Report Schedule and the WorkKeys Score Report Schedule can be found on the 

ACT State Testing site. Please refer to this schedule for estimated access and delivery dates. 
● No later than July 2: School and district level reports for ACT will be available through PANext. 

○ Reports must be downloaded before PANext is activated for the 2019-2020 school year, 
which is usually the beginning to middle of August. 

● No later than June 10: WorkKeys Summary Score Reports and Roster Score Reports will be 
available in the Online Reports Portal in Validus. The WorkKeys Online Reports Portal User 
Guide has descriptions of each report and how to run them. 

○ To access the WorkKeys Online Reports Portal, enter the URL for your testing realm. It 
will look like this: https://vtc.act.org/123456789 (the numbers represent your site’s realm 
number). 

○ Reports must be downloaded before Validus is activated for the 2019-2020 school year, 
which is usually beginning-mid August. 

● WorkKeys NCRC are available only through the student’s myworkkeys account.  
○ These accounts will be automatically created when ACT accesses and scores all the 

tests taken.  
○ Students who tested between October 2 and December 31 already have accounts. 
○ Mid-May: Students who tested between January 1 and April 12 will have will have access 

to their myworkkeys student accounts. 
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○ Any students needing help accessing their accounts must contact the WorkKeys 
customer service helpdesk at 800-WorkKey (967-5539). 

  
Assessment Administration Support and Training Office Hours  
The next Assessment and Accountability Office Hours will be April 30 at 1:00 p.m. 

● Webinar Link: https://ldoe.zoom.us/   
● Webinar Phone Number: 669-900-6833  
● Meeting ID#: 393463942 

 
The Office Hours Questions and Answers document is posted in the Assessment Library. Email 
assessment@la.gov with questions.  
 
High School Pathways 
 
New: Webinar for Carl Perkins Grant and Super App 
Please share with supervisors who work with the Carl Perkins Grant. 
 
The Department will host a webinar specific to the Carl Perkins Grant and how the Super App will capture 
the requirements of Perkins V. This webinar will be offered twice. 
 

● Webinar Date and Time: April 29 at 3:00 p.m. 
● Webinar Link: https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/320772108 
● Webinar Phone Number: 646-876- 9923 
● Meeting ID #: 320772108 

 
● Webinar Date and Time: April 30 at 3:00 p.m. 
● Webinar Link: https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/681766677 
● Webinar Phone Number: 646-876- 9923 
● Meeting ID #: 681766677 

 
For more information, contact jumpstart@la.gov.  
 
Reminder: Financial Aid Planning  
Please share with counselors and staff responsible for assisting students with FAFSA 
submissions. 
 
Students completing the FAFSA as a requirement of graduation can still receive assistance across the 
state. To locate an event, access the Regional Financial Aid Calendar, which is updated weekly. Financial 
aid specialists are also available for site visits to assist during the school day or at evening events. 
 
To request assistance or more information, please contact ldefinancialaid@la.gov. 
 
Reminder: Quest for Success Super Summer Institute Training   
Please share with CTE supervisors, counselors, and principals. 
 
The Department will host several Quest for Success (QFS) training sessions this summer at Super 
Summer Institute (SSI). QFS is Louisiana’s innovative, new, high school-level, career exploration course 
designed to prepare all Louisiana graduates for career and life success that will replace Journey to 
Careers beginning in 2020-2021. This training is required for all instructors that will teach the course. 
Registration closes this Friday, April 26. 
 
School systems are responsible for all travel expenses and the registration fee of $250 per session. The 
Department will provide lunch for educators attending SSI. School systems may use their Career 
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Development Funds (CDF) or 2018-2019 Carl Perkins Funds to pay the fee. Registration costs must be 
paid through Eventbrite at the time of registration. 
 
Quest for Success trainings will be held at the following locations: 

● Lafourche: June 10-14 
● Calcasieu:      June 10-14 
● Bossier:      July 15-19 
● Livingston:  July 22-26 
● New Orleans:  July 22-26 

 
For more information, please contact jumpstart@la.gov.  
 
Reminder: Scholarship Opportunity for JAG-LA Students 
Please share with JAG-LA Supervisors and Specialists. 
 
Louisiana Community and Technical College System (LCTCS) and its member institutions will offer a 
$500 one-time scholarship to students who complete the JAG-LA program and earn a high school 
diploma or equivalency during the 2018-2019 school year. Students seeking the scholarship should apply 
to the LCTCS campus of choice and check the JAG-LA box on the admission form. Students must be 
registered by June 1 for summer semester or August 1 for fall semester and enroll as a full time student. 
 
For more information, please contact jagla@la.gov. 
 
Educator Preparation 
 
New: Department Names 2019 Teacher and Principal of the Year Semi-Finalists 

The Department is proud to announce the 2020 Teacher and Principal of the Year semi-finalists. 
These educators are making exceptional gains with students. Their commitment to student success 
exemplifies Louisiana’s teaching profession.  
  
All Teacher and Principal of the Year finalists and semi-finalists will be honored at the 13th Annual Cecil. 
J. Picard Educator Excellence Awards Gala on July 19, at the Crowne Plaza Executive Center in Baton 
Rouge. This exciting event is co-sponsored by Dream Teachers. 
  
Congratulations to these outstanding educators!  
  
Please contact excellenteducators@la.gov for more information. 
 
Reminder: 2018-2019 Compass End of Year Deadlines 
 
By May 6, all teacher and leader evaluation data must be completed and uploaded into CIS and SLT 
monitoring must be completed. Please refer to the Compass Information System (CIS) Timeline for 
details. 
  
Please contact compass@la.gov with questions. 
 
Reminder: Teacher Leader Advisor (TLA) Applications Now Open 
 
The Department is now recruiting Teacher Leader Advisors. Any current Louisiana educator with 3+ years 
of experience is eligible to apply. The Department is searching for highly-motivated educators who are 
passionate about ensuring that high-quality materials are available to Louisiana students. 
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There is a specific need for expert educators in the areas of early literacy, intervention specialist, and K-
12 science. Also needed are K-12 teachers across ELA and math content areas. Special education 
teachers who specialize in these areas are also encouraged to apply. Applications are now available 
and are due by May 13. 
  
Please contact louisianateacherleaders@la.gov with questions. 
 
Reminder: Important Changes to Educator Certification Applications 
 
The Department processes over 4,000 certification questions and applications per month. In order to 
better serve school systems, the Department recommends the following: 

● Use Teach LA Live! to submit both applications and questions to the Certification Team. 
● While school system leaders may contact the Certification Team at any time at 

certification@la.gov, they may schedule office hours in the online portal for a guaranteed 
time to discuss specific certification questions. 

○ Please include name and contact number when scheduling. 
 
To increase efficiency, the Department will no longer accept paper applications after May 1. 
  
Please contact christy.bellue@la.gov with questions. 
 
Special Education  
 
Reminder: 2017-2018 Draft LEA Determination Packages 
Please share with data managers. 
 
Each year, the Department is required to issue LEA Determinations to assess the performance of school 
systems on the provision of special education and related services. (Please note that LEA Determinations 
are made at the school system level required by IDEA, while plans to improve struggling schools 
identified as UIR for students with disabilities is a separate process required by ESSA.) The draft 2017-
2018 LEA Determination packages is available for review on the FTP site with the name “LEA Code_LEA 
Name_2017-2018 Draft LEA Determination.”  
 
Special education leaders should obtain results from their FTP site and review for accuracy. If school 
systems have questions about the results or wish to seek additional clarification, they must do so by May 
1. The Department will issue final results to school systems in mid-May.   
 
To submit clarifications or for more information, please email specialeducation@la.gov. 
 
Finance 
 
New: FY2018-2019 Projected Local Revenue Data 
Please share with business managers and superintendents. 
  
In order to complete the FY2019-2020 MFP calculations for charter schools, projected FY2018-2019 local 
revenue data (and expenditures related to the collection of the revenue) must be submitted to the 
Department by each school system. The FY2018-2019 local revenue data is being collected through the 
LEADS portal using the same process that was used last year.  
 
A list of the required keypunch codes and step-by-step instructions for submitting this data has been 
provided. Please submit this data no later than May 8.  
 

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/links-for-newsletters/2019-2020-teacher-leader-advisor-application-final.pdf?sfvrsn=9f09f1f_4
mailto:louisianateacherleaders@la.gov
https://ldoe.force.com/s/
mailto:certification@la.gov
https://beta.doodle.com/poll/mvdirdndkams5b24
mailto:christy.bellue@la.gov
mailto:specialeducation@la.gov
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/links-for-newsletters/required-key-punch-codes_projected-fy2018-19-local-revenues.xls?sfvrsn=d6e09f1f_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/links-for-newsletters/instructions_projected-annual-revenue-surveyb97bf95b8c9b66d6b292ff0000215f92.docx?sfvrsn=d4e09f1f_2


 

Please contact ldoemfphelpdesk@la.gov with questions. 
 
Reminder: Maintenance of Effort (MOE) Fiscal Requirements 
Please share with business managers and financial officials. 
  
Meeting yearly Maintenance of Effort (MOE) requirements are part of the business process to confirm 
compliance and determine eligibility of federal grant funds for ESSA and IDEA grants. The USDOE 
requires an annual review that determines if a school system: 1) has not decreased spending of general 
fund dollars, and 2) is budgeting expenditures to meet the MOE standards. 
  
The Department has enhanced the MOE system to include a technical assistance feature that shows if 
the school system has not met the MOE requirement for IDEA. School systems are encouraged to start 
early and work through the new technical assistance feature found at the consistency check. 
  
The MOE Quick Reference Guide is available to assist with the new feature and submitting the following 
MOE applications: 

● 2018 IDEA MOE Confirmation (Compliance Review): Due April 30 
● 2020 ESSA MOE Verification: Due May 31 
● 2020 IDEA MOE Verification (Eligibility Review): Due May 31 

  
Please contact nakia.jason@la.gov with questions about the MOE review process, and 
jason.berard@la.gov for technical inquiries or support. 
 
Policy 
 
New: April BESE Meeting Summary  
 
The Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE) met on April 17 and approved a number of 
recommendations. A summary of the approvals that directly impact the activities of school systems is now 
available.  
 
Please contact ryan.n.gremillion@la.gov for more information. 
 
New: BESE Special Meeting 
 
BESE has scheduled a special meeting for May 7 at 9:30 a.m., in the Louisiana Purchase Room of the 
Claiborne State Office Building in Baton Rouge, for consideration of the Minimum Foundation Program 
(MFP) formula. 
 
Please email erin.bendily@la.gov for more information. 
 
Grants Management 
 
New: Homeless Liaison Regional Training 
 
Registration for the Homeless Liaison Regional Training is now open and will close on May 1.  
The training will provide networking opportunities for liaisons and build capacity in the following areas: 
McKinney-Vento Education laws, eligibility, liaison responsibilities, dispute resolution process, and other 
timely topics relating to students experiencing homelessness. Due to limited seating, the Department is 
requesting that only the Homeless Liaison attend one of the following trainings for each school system.  
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Baton Rouge Training May 15 

1201 North Third St. 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 

9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
1:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Jefferson Parish Training May 23 

Paul Emenes Building 
822 S. Clearview Parkway 
Harahan, LA 70123 

  
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

Rapides Training May 30 

Rapides Parish School Board 
502 Beauregard St. 
Alexandria, LA 70301 

9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
1:30 p.m.- 4:30 p.m. 

  
Please contact antiqua.hunter@la.gov for additional information. 
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