
October 30, 2019

Superintendent's Message 

Dear Colleagues,

The next week brings us several batches of information based on which to evaluate our strengths and weaknesses, and to create
plans for improvement.
 
As you know, the National Assessment of Education Progress, or NAEP, releases the results of its main test every two years,
measuring the reading and math proficiency of students across the U.S. and individual states. These results will be made public
Wednesday of this week. You can find a brief summary of Louisiana's 2019 NAEP outcomes here. Highlights discussed in the
summary include notably positive trends in short-term and long-term outcomes in our state, gains in which you and your teams
can take tremendous pride.
 

In 2019,Louisiana ranked number one in the nation for improvement in 8th grade math, a longtime area of focus for school
systems and the Department. The state improved on three of four NAEP tests and ranked high for its growth in each of the
three areas.
Over the last decade, Louisiana's rate of improvement on each NAEP assessment has significantly outpaced the
nation. Our state ranks in the top ten among all states for improvement on each NAEP assessment over that decade.

 
Today, ACT released its annual report (school systems, schools, and students already have scores). Louisiana's average
composite score declined this year. As you are doing, my team and I are identifying areas for particular focus going forward. We
are also in dialogue with ACT about the assessment and where particular groups of students are struggling.
 
Finally, on November 5, the Department will release the early childhood education program "Honor Roll" results. School
performance scores and early childhood performance profiles will be released on November 6. You will receive statewide
performance information November 5- you already have your schools' information and should be in dialogue with the state about
outcomes- and have a briefing scheduled for 10:00 a.m. on November 6 as part of the Department's quarterly superintendent call.
 
This process of releasing outcomes launches school systems across the state into planning for the future. Super App is a unified
application that asks school systems to build one plan for school improvement and to budget federal formula and competitive
dollars in service of that plan. This year's Super App improves upon last year's by expanding strategies for teacher professional
development, adding opportunities for funding science and specialized supports for students with disabilities, and including early
childhood education in school system plans. To learn more, please join the Super App Preview Webinar for superintendents this
Friday at 1:00 p.m. You can also find information related to Super App launch events, helpdesk contact information, and webinars
in the body of this newsletter. Assistant Superintendent Pozniak and her team are available again this year to provide individualized
consultations to school systems through this process. 
 
We continue to improve because we examine our results, identify our needs, and plan for the future. I'm looking forward to doing it
again.

As always, thank you for all you do for our children,

John 
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Action Items for Charter Schools 

Date Action Owner(s)
10/31/19 Complete pre-test preparations in DRC INSIGHT Testing coordinators
10/31/19 Submit SER IDEA data SPED coordinator and data managers 
10/31/19 Apply for the National School Lunch Program Equipment Assistance Grant Child Nutrition Supervisors
11/1/19 Complete the interest survey for a Deaf Education Certification program School leaders and interested teachers 
11/1/19 Complete the Interests and Opportunities Online Principals Survey School leaders
11/6/19 Apply for the Believe and Prepare math collaborative School leaders and educators supporting

math instruction
11/15/19 Complete High Cost Services Round 1 application SPED coordinators and grant coordinators
11/15/19 Submit student immunization data School leaders and school nurses
11/15/19 Submit nominations for up to 3 students for the U.S. Presidential Scholars

Program
CEOs and school leaders

11/20/19 Complete priority application for 2020-21 Extension Academy CEOs and school leaders
11/29/19 Complete Farm to School census Child Nutrition Supervisors
12/1/19 Adopt and publish policy on student fee in compliance with Act 240 of

2019 
CEOs and school leaders

12/1/19 Complete student fee survey after adopting and publishing new policy CEOs and school leaders
12/13/19 View and check the roster data for accuracy and make changes in the

source data systems (SIS, CUR, PEP). 
CEOs and school leaders

1/3/20 Register for the 2020 Jump Start Convention School leaders and counselors 
1/15/20 Submit Teacher and Principal of the Year applications CEOs and school leaders

LEA Support
New: November Superintendents' Conference Call
 
Superintendents and charter leaders are invited to participate in the Superintendents' Conference Call hosted by State
Superintendent John White on November 6 at 10:00 a.m. Participants may begin dialing into the call 15 minutes in advance.
Please follow the instructions below:

Webinar Date and Time: November 6 at 10:00 a.m.
Webinar Link: https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/869653325
Webinar Phone Number: 877-475-0109
Meeting ID#: 71 877 25

 
You will need to identify yourself in order to be placed into the meeting. Please enter your full name and school system name when
logging in.

New: Superintendents' Super App Preview Webinar 
 
A Superintendents' Super App Preview Webinar will be held this Friday, November 1 to review the School System Planning
Process and Super App for 2020-2021 prior to the Launch events. Webinar details are listed below. 
 
Webinar Date and Time: November 1 at 1:00 p.m.
Webinar Link: https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/938420273

Webinar Phone Number: 646-876-9923
Webinar ID#: 938 420 273
 
Please contact ldoe.grantshelpdesk@la.gov with questions.

New: November School System Planning Call
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The November School System Planning Call will take place on November 6 at 1:00 p.m.The following school system supervisors
should participate:

Curriculum and instruction supervisors
District test coordinators and accountability contacts
Early childhood supervisors
English learner supervisors
Federal program supervisors
High school and career and technical supervisors
Personnel directors
Talent (Mentors, Content Leaders, Teacher Leaders) supervisors

 

Webinar Date and Time: September 4 at 1:00 p.m.
Webinar Link: https://ldoe.zoom.us/
Meeting ID#: 398 875 849

 
Email districtsupport@la.gov with questions.

New: Save-the-Date: Teacher Leader Summit 2020
 
The 2020 Teacher Leader Summit will take place May 27-29 at the Morial Convention Center in New Orleans. Registration for
the Summit will occur in three phases: 

Early bird registration (January 10 through March 1)
Regular registration (March 2 through May 11)
On-site registration for those who do not register by May 11

 
School systems will not receive a specific allotment of seats. Registration will be filled on a first come, first served basis.
 
To help offset the cost of running a high-quality, multi-day event for thousands of Louisiana educators, the Department will charge a
small registration fee for the 2020 Teacher Leader Summit. 

This fee will cover: 

admission to conference;
conference sessions; and 
lunch (May 27 & May 28).

 
Description 1-Day Ticket 3-Day Ticket

Early Bird Registration
(January 10-March 1)

$35 $80

Regular Registration
(March 2-May 11)

$45 $100

On-site Registration
(May 27-29)

$60 N/A

 
Educators can receive a discount by registering early and registering for all three days at once. Educators can choose to not eat
the lunch provided, but may not opt-out of the registration fee.
 
Please contact ldoeevents@la.gov with questions.

New: U.S. Presidential Scholars Program
 
The U.S. Department of Education has invited chief state school officers to nominate outstanding students for the U.S. Presidential
Scholars Program. This year, states are allowed to submit nominations for up to twenty-five outstanding students who would
otherwise not qualify under the program's traditional academic component (automatically qualified based on ACT/SAT scores) or
arts component. Nominations may also include students who have demonstrated outstanding achievements in career and technical
education (CTE).
 
The Department invites school systems to submit nominations for up to three outstanding students. The nominations must
include a male and female student for the general category, and at least one nomination should be for a student who has been
successful in CTE. Students must be high school seniors scheduled to graduate or receive a diploma between January and August
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of 2020. Please review the additional program requirements to learn more.
 
Nominations should be submitted through a single nomination letter for all nominees (not to exceed three pages total) signed by
the local superintendent or school leader, and emailed to leslie.hill@la.gov no later than November 15 at 4:30 p.m. Please
include the student's name, home mailing address, gender, and email address, as well as the high school name, mailing address,
and CEEB code. Selected nominees will be sent through a secure online form to the U.S. Department of Education. Please note
"Presidential Scholars" in the subject line.
 
Please contact leslie.hill@la.gov with questions.

Reminder: Release of School and Center Performance Communications Toolkits
Please share with family engagement coordinators, principals, and early childhood directors.
 
Today, the Department released a toolkit to help school systems, schools, and early childhood centers communicate the release
of their 2019 performance scores in the Louisiana School Finder. The toolkit includes resources such as:

School Finder flyer, poster, website button, and social media graphics
Sample early childhood and K-12 news releases
Animated videos to help explain early childhood performance profiles
Early childhood and K-12 customizable parent night presentations

 
All resources are available in the principal support library. All videos are available on the Department's YouTube channel on the
"School Finder" playlist.
 
Please contact ldoecommunications@la.gov with questions.

Reminder: Timeline for Release of 2018-2019 School and Center Performance Scores
Please share with principals.

The 2018-2019 school and center performance scores will be released on November 6in the Louisiana School Finder. Below is a
timeline for when school systems will receive data and resources related to this release:

Week of October 28: School system leaders receive individual, unsuppressed school system and school-level performance
scores from Network Leader and participate in briefing calls.
November 5: 

Early childhood education program "Honor Roll" results publicly released.
School system leaders receive statewide, school-system, and school-level suppressed results that evening.

November 6: 
School system leaders participate in briefing call with Superintendent John White on statewide results at 10:00 a.m. 
Superintendent White holds media briefing on statewide results and results made public in School Finderand
the website at 11:00 a.m.
2018-2019 SPS Appeal/Waiver Form available in the accountability libraryand must be completed by December
5for 2019 SPS requests. Please remember that appeals and waivers cannot be based on data that could have been
corrected during the data certification process. Please send questions to jennifer.baird@la.gov.

 
Please view the communications toolkit for helpful tools in communicating these results to families.
 
Please contact assessment@la.govwith questions.

Assessment and Accountability 

New: For District Testing Coordinators

Important: Interests and Opportunities Online Principals Survey

The Online Principals Survey that will be used to award points for the new Interests and Opportunities index was distributed
via accountability contacts on September 30. Principals will have until November 1 to complete the survey, which is 2.5
percent of the 2020 SPS in schools with grade combinations from the K-8 range and 5 percent for high schools. 
For K-8 schools, the October Class Collection (CUR, PEP, SIS) will be used to identify the students enrolled in PE, visual
art, performance art, and world language courses, which determines an additional 2.5 percent of the SPS.
To streamline the process for superintendents' review and approval of surveys submitted by principals, the department
created an Excel file that contains links to the completed surveys. The 2019 Principal Survey Completion Report has
been posted to the secure FTP and will be updated weekly.

Important: Post-Data Certification Rosters
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Student-level rosters for all indices used in the calculation of school performance scores have been updated to include
approved changes and voids, and are now available on the secure FTP. As schools and districts discuss the SPS with
network leaders, the post-data certification rosters should be used to verify data.
Please note: Corrections that should have been resolved during the data certification process cannot be used as grounds for
an appeal or waiver of the SPS.

General:

District test coordinator and accountability announcements are only sent to contacts who are on file with the Department.
Please "create a new contact" for all contacts in the Louisiana School System Contact Form. Only contacts added to this
form will receive communications from the Department.

LEAP 2025

 Fall high school test setup is now open in the DRC INSIGHT portal. District and school test coordinators should create test
administrator numbers, verify accommodations, and assign students to test sessions. Please note: Accountability codes
should not be applied until the end of the window for initial testers. Accountability codes are not necessary for students who
are retesters.
Fall 2019Test Administration and Test Coordinator manuals are now available in the DRC INSIGHT portal for printing and
distribution to school test coordinators and test administrators. 
School systems must submit their fall LEAP 2025 high school test administration schedules for school
to assessment@la.gov as soon as possible.
October 31: Deadline for district test coordinators to complete important pre-test preparations in DRC INSIGHT:

select the delivery mode for LEAP 2025 grades 3 and 4 testing (online or paper);
verify or adjust the number of test booklets needed; and
verify enrollment numbers for all grades.

November 15: Deadline for school systems to submit requests to assessment@la.gov for fall LEAP 2025 high school after
hours testing (later than 4:30 p.m.). Submission should include the six-digit site code of the school.

K-3

October 31: Deadline for data managers to submit the KEA and K-3 data with the SIS K-3 Assessment Collection or in the
Teaching Strategies platform for GOLD. The collection window is officially open as of October 16.  
Data managers should reference pages 13-17 in the SIS K-3 Assessment Collection Guidance for record layout and coding.
October 31: Deadline for Pre-K Early Childhood Fall Checkpoint in the Teaching Strategies Platform for GOLD.

ACT and WorkKeys

Resources can be found on the ACT State Testing site or by contacting the WorkKeys help-desk at 800-967-5539.

NAEP 2019-2020

Thirty-one Louisiana schools are participating in the NAEP 2019-2020 Long-Term Trend Study. Each principal will designate
a school coordinator (SC) to support the administration of the NAEP test. The ideal school coordinator will be available to
complete tasks during the pre-assessment period, collect student information, and enter it online. The deadlines for
completing the Provide School Information(PSI) and E-filing are as follows:

Completed: Schools with age 13 students have completed the PSI and E-filing processes 
November 8: Schools with age 9 students
January 17: Schools with age 17 students

Assessment Administration Support and Training Office Hours 
The next Assessment and Accountability Office Hours will be November 5 at 1:00 p.m. 

Webinar Link: https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/202189164
Webinar Phone Number: 646-876-9923
Meeting ID#: 202 189 164

The Assessment and Accountability call scheduled for November 12has been postponed to November 19. There will be no call
or office hours on November 12.

Email assessment@la.gov with questions. 

LDOE Contacts
John White
State Superintendent of Education
(toll-free) 877.453.2721 
Twitter @LouisianaSupe

LDOE Links
LDOE Website 
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STAY CONNECTED
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