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Key Highlights: Important Dates for School Choice Programs
  
Key Info New to the Newsletter:

School Choice
Program Date Action, Event, or Deadline

LSP 10/21
Submit Internal Control Questionnaire and budget forms to

staudit@la.gov

Louisiana Scholarship Program (LSP) News

Quarter 1 (Q1) Payment Updates

At this point, all participating Scholarship schools should have received payments for students marked as enrolled for Q1. If you
notice any errors with your payment amount, please complete this form and return it to studentscholarships@la.gov.
 
Schools that accepted reduced tuition students will be receiving a separate communication from the Louisiana Department of
Education at some point in the next week regarding current and future payment details for reduced-tuition students.

Scholarship Audit - Internal Control Questionnaire
 
Participating Scholarship schools are required to complete the Internal Control Questionnaire. This information is provided to
assist in evaluating that financial operations are effective and efficient and that schools have a reliable financial reporting system

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cI_lxtAl5EJqLBYWizPDDz9JpGB7WHNLowwR5qsmYGzFrTZO537gXcLuh_aaoQmSNZNLrkXL_Orr8o-tROeo6A83zdTEQNsGa5gCp7EQGFKWJ_CAt1W324F28CgC4ZEllekGl6x4Prfi2YUWm2CsKShLB4quNNJ6o_bgjXFFqQ-BjyOGJ-CSxuXLmJJu0NKD&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cI_lxtAl5EJqLBYWizPDDz9JpGB7WHNLowwR5qsmYGzFrTZO537gXe4yquvqbWbwfx8Q12Blx86Dn7b1P0tMSKk969b4yQ07P2U3ED45VSc91u7-gCvPzpC8IG7WaB2q5Egi7NR_56qkCMPC9W869U0rHdyx3G6gVEoEkQmfPVUNpKab3k-hEw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cI_lxtAl5EJqLBYWizPDDz9JpGB7WHNLowwR5qsmYGzFrTZO537gXcLuh_aaoQmSNiWrUskuRT3d3Xi7NRNTgLa08LQkPpEkwvrEFiekeVrmCgd9vbqLM2O0QiPIsNVbwnpyefguKDeJu7ra6vt8BOcU3LHfycxa3Xeb34d6rFyv3T1vgU09h8GgOAGasFnD&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cI_lxtAl5EJqLBYWizPDDz9JpGB7WHNLowwR5qsmYGzFrTZO537gXWHpiLsrTF3ycm4lvsYIRX6rIVME6t5ja0C42RktFRlJor_FZwxCH6_dbbCkhBCJ2q0p0_qo_61NXBibw5NRuJI7BOkNZlm7_FjImyAJs8Zw0WpYS58SID-FF-qQKDD3ZIea-B5FuhLleJEFeQDo5hvei6ZViO_DTfp0vhMKw3KphMpZ0niwl_a4kglJSwWR9fPcKglq_aPxDSDO9vxp1wF5XaCXg2qPXQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cI_lxtAl5EJqLBYWizPDDz9JpGB7WHNLowwR5qsmYGzFrTZO537gXQeijfd4xwzJem5CokWupGxZ_60COgfl84nIF6XSekEQYEp6hh8yGqtT9UB0VFrTLp9qW2GszdRkV0rAT91Vdzhop9nIDCOwkvmo9Xtlrit-97ktXG0MatWksaTMyjSjevskPku5BBHtOekhoK2GhYz9SHLN83ZoyrXp7nNKcQseyeyNkkOG6AcJX_pKUZf2Cjw-GLMH1tneAjthnO8CglBCPo8xF7KLgw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cI_lxtAl5EJqLBYWizPDDz9JpGB7WHNLowwR5qsmYGzFrTZO537gXdZl0fbCISjh6GcxEScaoiLcZqAc3Ws9EZKJGy9LEZM1C2BI5tgQT_ycf-zd3cR0acBNLZIFCBRq95mjoc8d8eFdv3PsMfO0i6CbFaX1oB6poUElEEiS2B8=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cI_lxtAl5EJqLBYWizPDDz9JpGB7WHNLowwR5qsmYGzFrTZO537gXVk0No9y0ZquRjBTeFUo340afUJuvns4E8XoG-WjacR2pjcPyilw5sZ32hkctBl0DeavUaoWQ4cRuh9SeELr66wstn93NOSC9Is_mAZnqNpSbvLbpKwA4HZ-2U80LjMOh0_O3yRbBvTB2YXs-38DVsNqd1qfQKJvyK3dz1w7Vcu-nnIzhyyOZkZj-gC9gl9LUVjELW0xf1cOvQDBdwLWoFb0yaaXJbE0ZNZ_cVv2fGjdZdkeVOHPmeFNUFb6tudEtZmjNSzagl6A&c=&ch=
mailto:studentscholarships@la.gov
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assist in evaluating that financial operations are effective and efficient and that schools have a reliable financial reporting system
and comply with applicable laws and regulations.  The completed questionnaire is due by Friday, October 21, 2016 via e-mail to
staudit@la.gov.
 
Scholarship Audit Engagement Letters
 
Pursuant to Section 1303 of Bulletin 133, State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education requires the Department to audit the
financial performance and capacity of Scholarship schools as a criterion for continued participation in the Scholarship program.

The audit firms conducting the financial audits contacted schools via an engagement letter.  The letter included audit dates and an
in-depth description of the process and school responsibilities.
 
The audit firm assigned to your school is based on the district in which your school is located.  Please click here for the list of
districts covered by each firm.
 
If your school has not been contacted by the assigned audit firm, or if you have any questions, please contact Jameka
Henderson, State Audit Supervisor or call 225.342.4989.

2016-2017 Scholarship Financial Audit Information
 
The Department finance team has prepared a presentation on the financial audit which include instructions on how to ensure your
school is prepared for this year's financial audit.
 
A conference call will be setup for participating schools new to the Scholarship program to review the presentation in more detail
and answer any questions you may have.
 
You can now access a copy of the PowerPoint.
 
You may contact Jameka Henderson with audit-specific questions or studentscholarships@la.gov with Scholarship program-
specific questions.
 
Scholarship Program Budget
 
The initial Scholarship Program budget is due Friday, October 21, 2016.  Schools should provide specific details in this budget
demonstrating how the total estimated SSEEP revenue will be allocated and spent for the 2016-2017 school year (No actual
expenditures should be reported in the expenditures column at this time).
 
Should your school decide to utilize an allocation methodology to segregate funds, the allocation spreadsheet must also be submitted
with your initial budget.  Click here for allocation methodologies.

Submit your budget form and allocation spreadsheet (if applicable) via e-mail to staudit@la.gov.
 
Please reach out to Jameka Henderson with any questions or concerns about the audit process.

New Transfer Form
The Department of Education has made small changes to the 2016- 2017 Transfer Form  to track and accommodate the needs of
displaced families. 

Please use this form for all transfers that happen throughout the rest of the 2016-17 school year.

Tuition Donation Rebate Program (TDR) News
Frequently Asked Questions and Contact Information
Information about the Tuition Donation Rebate Program can be found in the Frequently Asked Questions andScholarship
Programs Comparison Chart. Currently, Louisiana has three School Tuition Organizations participating in the Tuition Donation
Rebate Program: ACE Scholarships Louisiana, Arete Scholars Louisiana, and New Schools for Baton Rouge Excellence
Scholarship Fund. Schools interested in participating in the TDR program should communicate directly with one or more School
Tuition Organizations.

School Tuition
Organization

Regional
Focus STO Website Email Phone

ACE Scholarships
Louisiana Statewide www.acescholarships.org TDR@acescholarships.org 504.491.1813

Arete Scholars
Louisiana

Statewide www.aretescholars.org maryhw@aretescholars.org 225.245.3610

New Schools for Baton
Rouge Excellence
Scholarship Fund

Baton Rouge
newschoolsbr.org/our-
approach/excellence-

scholarship-fund
esf@newschoolsbr.org 225.395.1686
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Scholarship Fund scholarship-fund

 

School Choice Program for Certain Students with Exceptionalities (SCP)
Educational Certificates are awarded contingent upon funding availability.

Maximum Per Pupil Amounts by Parish
 
Awards for the School Choice Program are worth either 50% of the state per-pupil allocation of funds to the student's local school
district, or the school's tuition and fees, whichever is less. The 2016-17 per pupil state MFP amounts have been released by the
Department. Schools wishing to view the maximum reimbursement amount for the School Choice Program by Parish can
review this spreadsheet.

Student Transfers
 
Families seeking to transfer their educational certificate should complete a transfer form with the receiving school. Please note that
the submission of this form is not a guarantee that a transfer will be approved.

Students must have been awarded an educational certificate for the 2016-17 school year to qualify for a transfer.
This form must be signed by the parent/guardian and a representative of the receiving transfer school.
The receiving school should submit this form to the Louisiana Department of Education.

Please contact nonpublicschools@la.gov for a School Choice Program transfer form.

Other Department Resources for Nonpublic Choice Schools
Building Digital Literacy
 
Please share with Chief Academic Officers and principals, as this information is critical for 2016-2017 state testing.
 
Digital literacy is the ability to use technology to find, evaluate, create, and communicate information. The Guide to Digital
Literacy presents guidelines for teachers as they support their students in learning to use technology.
 
Participants in the September supervisor collaborations were able to participate in a session that focused on building digital
literacy. This presentation is now available and includes guiding questions and resources for leaders as they support their
teachers in authentically incorporating technology into instruction.
 
Upcoming related resources include:

Digital Literacy at a Glance for Leaders (coming in early October)
Example Parent Communications (coming in November)
Education Technology Monthly Call (October 27, 1:00 p.m.)

Please email edtech@la.gov with any questions.

Testing Coordinator Reminders

Please share with District Test and Technology Coordinators and Data Managers.
 
Assessment Support and Training:

Weekly Office Hours:  Every Tuesday at 1:00 p.m.
Webinar Link: https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/dtc/  
Enter the meeting room as a guest and provide your name.
Call-In Information: (646) 307-1380; meeting room #951155484
This week's topic:  Adding user and user permissions to the EOC administration       

EAGLE and EOC Training: The Department is hosting hands-on EAGLE and EOC training for district test and technology
coordinators in October. These trainings are posted in Coursewhere. Participants may sign up for either a morning or
afternoon session.

Baton Rouge: October 18
Jefferson: October 20

ACT WorkKeys:
STCs and DTCs should register for and attend the WorkKeys Test Groups and Batch Loading Training
presented by ACT on Oct 24 and the WorkKeys Test Administration Training for Online Testing Webinar
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presented by ACT on Oct 24 and the WorkKeys Test Administration Training for Online Testing Webinar
presented by ACT on Oct 14 and 24.

Assessment Administration:

Updated IAP Form: The IAP form has been updated. ADD/ADHD has been relocated to the Social/Emotional
Characteristics section.  The updated form can be found here and in the Assessment Library.
Test Monitoring: The Department released an updated test monitoring guide for districts to use as they monitor sites during
testing. The guide can be found here and in the assessment library.

Please contact assessment@la.gov with any questions.

Technology Readiness Support
 
This section provides LEAs with reminders and updates on information related to technology.

The Testing Site Manager (TSM) is required for online testing in the DRC INSIGHT system. It is available in both a 32 and
64 bit version and provides for content and response caching as well as additional diagnostic tools. The 64 bit version is
required when a TSM will be serving more than 150 simultaneous testers and can serve up to 500. Both versions are now
available in eDIRECT. The TSM specifications are available here.

Education Technology Calls: The Department will begin hosting monthly education technology calls in October. The
recommended audience for these calls includes curriculum directors, technology directors, instructional support leaders, and
curriculum directors. 

October Webinar Information:
Thursday, October 27 at 1:00 p.m.
Topics: education technology resources, upcoming education technology opportunities, and
best practices for authentically incorporating technology into instruction
Webinar Link: https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/edconnect/  
Enter the meeting room as a guest and provide your name
Call-In Information: (646) 307-1380; meeting room # 951155484

Other Department Newsletters
Read the October 11 District Newsletter.

Back to School Resources
Statewide ESSA Meetings Announced 

Read the October 6 Nonpublic School Choice Newsletter.

LDOE Con tac tsLDOE Con tac ts
John White
State Superintendent of Education
877.453.2721 (toll-free) 
Twitter @LouisianaSupe

LDOE Links
LDOE Website

Contact Us
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cI_lxtAl5EJqLBYWizPDDz9JpGB7WHNLowwR5qsmYGzFrTZO537gXVJtwbvJ_mSuT4ueEIQbhUgtkOKGfenwxonI-AdED7fjoTkro6UpuV-nAwbYXLwOL0jEkcBIJ-y8Bh2cjnFYI-4VUDRpVW1fBUSfNWCx9TrKbKIG2ONs2_Q-H6Sn2xH2hPGz-d6Kh1N85qVmm5EZl-EHLUKN7pnhyuH7p3GvplV2d3AgMtZh_QyVKfMeheKNtVjlxmIzMSxWBROz4xJDMkqAmB75nuQQX8Bh4rTEyW5wkTu9S3EK86eoTyq_QVZkJNZuCUCzUexo&c=&ch=
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cI_lxtAl5EJqLBYWizPDDz9JpGB7WHNLowwR5qsmYGzFrTZO537gXV5Y96f3JgZSIPBByHBc-UGn7FSDBoNc8fQe39uA7AZrNlYiIpHC8riuSFbS5lV5opxiyEQt1KlBoNkyFCBK9aM50i2zD6VZKap8pD0O0LGZ1OquJRAfrIMLYSQrruAILJ3oS1KG1kfTwEs6r_geGQYzCYoQsvecZDfFueYtGbmI&c=&ch=
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