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Principal Corner
Celebrating the 2023 Principal of the Year Finalists
During the opening session of the Teacher Leader Summit, the
Department was proud to announce live the 2023 Teacher and
Principal of the Year Finalists. These educators are making
exceptional gains with students. Their commitment to student
success exemplifies Louisiana’s teaching profession.
These nine 2023 Principal of the Year Finalists, along with all other
state-level excellent educator honorees, will be honored at the
16thAnnual Excellent Educators Awards Gala that will be held at the
World War II Museum on the evening of July 30, 2022. This exciting
event is co-sponsored by Dream Teachers.
Below you will find the abbreviated bios for each of the 2023 Principal of the Year Finalists.
Michael Hlton, Ascension Parish
Mr. Michael Hilton III is the inspirational and impassioned principal of Lowery
Middle School in Donaldsonville, LA. Hilton believes that educators must inspire
their students and be passionate about education. Hilton received his Bachelor of
Science in Education and his Masters of Science in Educational Leadership from
Louisiana State University.

Heather Brooks, Claiborne Parish
Heather Brooks proudly leads as principal of Haynesville Elementary School. She
has a go-getting spirit and love for her students like no other. She values the
life-long impact that a school can have on an individual. Brooks graduated magna
cum laude from Louisiana State University Shreveport with a Bachelor of Science
in Elementary Education. She received her Master's Degree from Southern
Arkansas University specializing in Educational Administration and Leadership.

Tamela Phillips, DeSoto Parish
Mrs. Tamela Phillips currently serves as principal of North DeSoto High School in
Stonewall, Louisiana. She is an educator of 26 years, serving 16 in the classroom
and 10 in administration. She is a passionate leader that believes in the
importance of academics and extracurricular activities. Tamela graduated
salutatorian and magna cum laude with her bachelors in Business Education from
Northwestern State University in 1996.

Ira Wilson, Jefferson Parish
Although her pathway as an educator was unconventional, Mrs. Ira Wilson proudly
serves as principal of Strehle Community School in Avondale, Louisiana. With a
Bachelor of Science in Marketing from Xavier University of Louisiana and a Master
of Business Administration from Loyola University New Orleans, Wilson's corporate
career was thriving, yet her heart was being called to education. In all that she
does, Wilson strives for excellence in supporting students who most need support
and encouragement.
Dr. Jenny Blalock, Lincoln Parish
Dr. Jenny Blalock considers it an honor to serve as the principal at A.E. Phillips
Laboratory School in Ruston, Louisiana; a public school for Kindergarten - 8th
grade. Dr. Blalock earned a Bachelor of Science in Elementary Education (2004),
Master of Science in Curriculum and Instruction/Reading Specialist (2007), and a
Doctorate in Education in Curriculum and Instruction (2011) from Louisiana Tech
University. She earned her Education Leadership Certification as well (2019).She
desires for all students to feel welcome and safe in order to strive to meet their
potential.
Sharon Clark, Orleans Parish
Sharon Latten Clark serves as the principal of Sophie B. Wright School which
operates grades 9-12 in New Orleans. Clark completed a Bachelor’s and Masters
of Arts Degree in Education from Xavier University. Clark completed her principal’s
certification from Northern Arizona University and will graduate in May from the
University of New Orleans with a Ph.D. in Educational Leadership. Clark has a
tenacious spirit of excellence and an undying love for those she serves. She is a
hands-on leader who can call the name of every student at her school.

Dr. David Schexnaydre, St. Charles Parish
Dr. David Schexnaydre is the proud principal of Harry Hurst Middle School (Grades
6-8) in Destrehan, La. An award-winning teacher, administrator, and educational
researcher, Schexnaydre is a Louisiana-born-and-bred educator who obtained his
Bachelor of Science from Louisiana State University (2005), and his Master's of
Education (2010) and Doctor of Philosophy (2016) from the University of New
Orleans. Dr. Schexnaydre is a life-long learner, and an advocate and champion for
Louisiana's educators and students.
Dr. Seu Hee Ledet, St. Tammany Parish
Dr. Seu Hee Ledet, honored to serve as Principal and Head Learner of Pine View
Middle School in Covington, Louisiana, is regarded as a transformative leader with
the ability to create professional learning communities of teachers and staff focusing
on students' abilities for academic and social growth. Ledet earned her Bachelor of
Arts in Education (2000), her Master of Education in Curriculum and Instruction
(2003), and her Doctor of Philosophy in Curriculum and Instruction (2007), all from
Arizona State University.
Angela Godwin, Vermillion Parish
Angela Godwin is the proud Principal of Eaton Park Elementary in Abbeville, LA. Ms.
Godwin’s school recently went through The Leader in Me Lighthouse Review.Eaton
Park Elementary successfully received the Lighthouse label and is the first school in
Vermilion Parish to be awarded this prestigious honor. Ms. Godwin received her
Bachelor of Science degree from University of Louisiana at Lafayette in Elementary
Education 1-8 and her Master's degree in Administration and Supervision from
McNeese State University.

Announcements
New Episode Released: Teacher Leader Lagniappe Podcast
Teacher Leader Lagniappe offers a little something extra for Louisiana educators. As educators, we are
leaders - leaders of our families, classrooms, schools, teams, and systems. Host Em Cooper shares
inspiring stories from leaders in Louisiana and across the country. You’ll hear from innovators, change
agents, and experts that will empower you to grow in your profession. Educators can subscribe to the
podcast and listen to the latest episode.
Season 2: Episode 1 - Defender of Wonder, Amanda Jones
Em Cooper interviews Amanda Jones, Teacher-Librarian at Live Oak Middle School in Watson, Louisiana.
Find out Amanda's favorites as an award-winning Librarian, her journey to becoming a beloved educator,
and why Librarians are essential for schools. East Feliciana is highlighted for the experiences they
provide students on learning about various careers in their community.
Share Your Stories: Educators can submit pictures of the great things happening in your school and
system for our What’s Making Me Smile segment.
Please contact em.cooper@la.gov with questions.

2022-2023 Mentor Waiver Application
At the April BESE meeting, the Board approved a waiver for the Mentor policy for the 2022-2023 school
year. Mentor teacher waivers will be granted on a case-by-case basis through the application process
established by the LDOE and at no fee. The waiver will be issued by the LDOE for educators highly
recommended by the Mentor’s principal and who possess one or more of the following qualifications:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Two years of Highly Effective Compass ratings;
National Board Certification;
Statewide or national distinction for excellence in teaching;
Experience as a TAP mentor, master teacher, executive master teacher, or certified TAP
evaluator;
Content leader experience, as evidenced by participation in Content Leader training or redelivery
of professional development; or
Master’s or doctorate in education and exemplary experience hosting student teachers.

The 2022-2023 Mentor Waiver Application will open on July 19, 2022.
Additional information regarding mentor teachers will be shared in the coming weeks.
Please contact believeandprepare@la.gov with questions.

New Teacher Experience: Summer Kick Off Registration
The Department will host the New Teacher Experience: Summer Kick Off on July 25 in Baton Rouge.
This will be a full day of professional development and fun to welcome our new Louisiana teachers.
Registration for this event will be first come, first served. The registration link is now open. School
systems must have the name and email address of new teachers in order to register for this event. New
teachers must already be hired by a school system in order to be registered. Principals please check
with your Human Resource or New Teacher support staff to make sure your newly hired teachers are
being registered for this opportunity.
Registration will close on July 8 or once capacity is reached, whichever comes first. New teachers
registered for this event will receive logistical details via email prior to the event, and will be asked to
confirm their attendance.
Please contact laurie.carlton@la.gov with questions.

School Support Institutes 2022 - 2023
The Division of School Improvement is pleased to announce the return of School Support Institutes for
2022 - 2023. In collaboration with the vendor, TNTP, School Support Institutes have been redesigned to
provide the most relevant and high-quality learning to support Louisiana schools in their improvement
efforts.
All current information about SSI, including the learning pathways offered and training dates, can be
found in the School Support Institutes Overview document.
Please contact schoolimprovementdivision@la.gov with questions.

Resources
ELA RESOURCES
Louisiana’s ELA Guidebooks 3-5 (2022) Overview
Louisiana’s ELA Guidebooks 3-5 (2022) Overview document has been updated to include the most
up-to-date information about revisions to the ELA Guidebooks 3-5 (2022) units. The overview document
contains the following important information to support school systems in implementing these updated
units:
● an overview of updates to ELA Guidebooks 3-5 (2022);
● curriculum access and text purchasing information;
● unit text and topic overviews with release schedule; and
● master text lists.
Please contact elaguidebooks@la.gov with questions.

ELA Guidebooks 3-5 (2022) Unit Availability
All ELA Guidebooks 3-5 (2022) development units are now exclusively available on the Louisiana
Curriculum Hub. However, Imagine Learning/LearnZillion will continue to provide access to ELA
Guidebooks 3-5 (2018) and a timeline for the implementation of ELA Guidebooks 3-5 (2022) on their
platform has not yet been released.
For additional information on the future plans of ELA Guidebooks 3-5 (2022) on the Imagine
Learning/LearnZillion site, including updates regarding the timeline and the existing ELA Guidebook units
on the site, please reach out to Imagine Learning/LearnZillion directly.
Please contact elaguidebooks@la.gov with questions.

The Writing Revolution Workshop: ELA Guidebooks 3-5 (2022)
The Writing Revolution has developed a workshop to prepare Louisiana educators for the implementation
of the ELA Guidebooks 3-5 (2022) units. This workshop is for 3-5 teachers who will be teaching the
updated units or educators who will be supporting implementation of the ELA Guidebooks 3-5 (2022)
units.
For additional information, please view the session logistics document from The Writing Revolution.
Please contact elaguidebooks@la.gov with questions.

LITERACY RESOURCES
Louisiana Literacy Intervention and Foundational Tools (LIFT) Kit Release
The Literacy Division has released a set of activities and resources to support teachers in providing
targeted literacy support to struggling readers. These tools are housed in their own Literacy Intervention
and Foundational Tools (LIFT) Kit Library. This complete toolkit introduces a diagnostic tool for identifying
issues with reading fluency, including gaps in phonetic code knowledge and phonemic and/or
phonological awareness. This tool allows teachers to pinpoint gaps in foundational skills and provide
targeted support to improve reading fluency. A recording of the session presented at Teacher Leader
Summit on this tool walks teachers and interventionists through how this tool should be used and what
resources are available to support teachers in providing targeted instruction and intervention.
Please contact louisianaliteracy@la.gov with questions.

Teacher Leader Summit Session Recordings Added to the Literacy Library
The sessions that were presented by the Literacy Division at the recent Teacher Leader Summit have
been recorded and added to the Literacy Library. Slide decks of the sessions are included for redelivery
purposes.
Foundational Skills Don't Stop in 2nd Grade! LIFT Kit Overview Video
Foundational Skills Don’t Stop in 2nd Grade! LIFT Kit Overview Slides
Behavior Management and Trauma Informed Literacy Strategies Video
Behavior Management and Trauma Informed Literacy Strategies Slides
Instructional Literacy Implementation and Practices Video
Instructional Literacy Implementation and Practices Slides
Supporting Reading Foundations in Upper Elementary Video
Supporting Reading Foundations in Upper Elementary Slides
Building Content Area Literacy in the Secondary Classroom Video
Building Content Area Literacy in the Secondary Classroom Slides
Please contact louisianaliteracy@la.gov with questions.

MATH RESOURCES
New High Quality (Tier 1) Math Materials Identified for High School
To support school systems as they transition from archived high school math materials to currently
available high quality high school materials, the Department has partnered with Great Minds to offer two
informational sessions on the newly available Tier 1 curriculum, Eureka Math Squared for Algebra I.
Register by clicking on the links below.
An Overview of Tier I Eureka Math² Algebra I:
● Wednesday, July 20 at 9:00 a.m.
Please contact STEM@la.gov with questions.

Math Planning Guide Updates
To assist teachers in preparing for upcoming lessons within high quality math materials during teacher
collaboration, the Department has updated the Math Planning Guide.
This resource includes guiding questions and protocols for
● foundational study of the standards;
● planning supports to accelerate learning;
● collaborative lesson planning; and
● unpacking student understanding.
Please contact STEM@la.gov with questions.

SOCIAL STUDIES RESOURCES
2022 K-12 Louisiana Student Standards for Social Studies Implementation
Information
The 2022 K-12 Louisiana Student Standards for Social Studies will be implemented in the 2023-2024
school year. A brief guide for implementation is posted to the K-12 Social Studies Resources page and
Grades 9-12 Social Studies Teacher Library. The Department will provide resources and educator
professional development to support the implementation of the new social studies standards. The
professional development started at this year’s Teacher Leader Summit and will continue throughout the
2022-2023 school year. The Department began hosting webinars this summer to support district leaders,
school leaders, and teachers as they prepare to transition to the 2022 K-12 Louisiana Students Standards
for Social Studies on June 9. The next webinar will be held on July 14.
Please contact classroomsupporttoolbox@la.gov with questions.

EdTech
Educational Technology Plan Update
The Department has approved a revised Educational Technology plan that will be the framework for
Educational Technology supports for Louisiana school systems in the future. The revised plan was
launched at Teacher Leader Summit. The plan was posted along with ongoing school support on the new
Digital Learning website.
Please contact digitallearning@la.gov with questions.

Educator Recognition
Department celebrates excellent educators
During the opening session of the Teacher Leader Summit, the Department was proud to announce live
the 2023 Teacher and Principal of the Year Finalists. These educators are making exceptional gains
with students. Their commitment to student success exemplifies Louisiana’s teaching profession.
In addition to naming the finalists for Teacher and Principal of the Year, the Department announced the
2022 Public Interest Fellowship recipient, Brian Gough from St. Charles Parish. The fellowship allows
recipients to spend the upcoming school year advocating for a key education initiative aligned to the
Department’s priorities. Winners are chosen from the previous year’s list of Teacher of the Year
semifinalists and finalists. Gough’s fellowship initiative is focused on researching best practices for
industry recruitment for internship programs.
Also during the opening session at the summit, other state-level honorees were recognized and
celebrated. These honorees included the New Teacher of the Year Finalists, Early Childhood Teacher and
Leader Finalists, Milken Educator Award recipients, and Louisiana’s Presidential Awards for Excellence in
Mathematics and Science Teaching recipients. Information about these award programs can be found on
the Department’s Awards page.
All of these excellent educators will be honored at the 16thAnnual Excellent Educators Awards Gala that
will be held at the World War II Museum on the evening of July 30, 2022. This exciting event is
co-sponsored by Dream Teachers. Congratulations to these outstanding educators!
Questions can be emailed to excellenteducators@la.gov.

Educator Opportunities
2022 High School EMS Program Update Webinar
The High School EMS Education Program Manual has been updated, and serves to bring the guidance in
line with recent changes to state statutes and policies. The revised manual will serve as the official
guidance for the 2022-2023 school year and moving forward. EMS Education will host a webinar to
present the revised manual and other updates.
●
●
●
●

Webinar Date and Time: July 22 at 9 a.m.
Webinar Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85439683772
Meeting ID: 854 3968 3772
Passcode: 7WgNa1

Please contact ems.education@la.gov with questions.

Workforce Reporting Update
The new Educator Workforce dashboard housed in EdLink360 has been released; the dashboard will:
●
●
●
●

Shift from a static document and data file to a living dashboard in EdLink 360.
Update in real time based on the school systems last upload (school systems upload frequency
can vary from each processing period to as often as daily).
Give System and Site Leaders immediate, year round access to workforce data.
House the following dashboards which are currently available in the Educator Workforce
dashboard in EdLink360.
○ Overview- This dashboard focuses on teacher certification data.
○ Teacher Departure/Mobility- This dashboard focuses on teacher mobility between sites,
districts, and out of Louisiana public schools.
○ Compensation- This dashboard focuses on how educators are compensated, including
salary, performance pay, and demand pay.
○ Workforce Appendix- This workforce appendix can be used to filter and export
workforce data.

Training on how to use the new dashboard was held at the Teacher Leader Summit. If you were unable to
attend the training at Summit, please participate in one of the webinars below.
Workforce Reporting: Dashboard Best Practices (using the dashboard in your workflow)
● Meeting Date and Time: July 12 at 10 a.m.
● Meeting Link: https://zoom.us/j/8322783910?pwd=OGNjTTNXQTg4bUVqVHVaZHVET1gydz09
● Meeting ID#: 832 278 3910
● Meeting Passcode: i3PfJs
Combination Training: If you are unable to attend in June or July
● Meeting Date and Time: August 9 at 10 a.m.
● Meeting Link: https://zoom.us/j/8322783910?pwd=OGNjTTNXQTg4bUVqVHVaZHVET1gydz09
● Meeting ID#: 832 278 3910
● Meeting Passcode: i3PfJs
Please contact emily.smiley@la.gov with any questions.

Louisiana Assessment Literacy Initiative
The LDOE, in partnership with the Center for Assessment, launched the Assessment Literacy Initiative in
the 2021–2022 school year. The goal of the Initiative is to cultivate assessment literacy among Louisiana
educators in order to improve student learning.
The LDOE is expanding the Initiative for the 2022–2023 school year and will partner with up to 20 teams
of educators from across the state. Each team will include one school system leader, one school leader,
and two teachers (one ELA and one social studies). Teams will participate in a series of professional
learning modules throughout the year that will consist of six 3-hour virtual sessions, with independent
practice activities between sessions. To apply, school leaders should complete the interest survey by
June 30, 2022.
Please contact assessment@la.gov with questions.

Foundational Literacy Modules for Grades 4-8 Educators Registration Open
The Department has partnered with Public Consulting Group (PCG) to offer five free asynchronous
science of reading modules for grades 4 - 8 educators. The Professional Development Modules are
focused on content that is teacher-friendly and provides the knowledge and skills necessary for
intermediate and middle school classrooms instruction by applying age-appropriate science of reading
strategies.The five topics include understanding the science of reading, exploring phonics and advanced
word study, creating fluent readers, developing vocabulary and increasing reading comprehension.
Modules will open monthly beginning at the end of May and remain available throughout the 2022-2023
school year. Registration is open and will remain open throughout the release.
Please contact diverselearnersupport@la.gov with questions.

Regional Literacy PD Opportunities
The Literacy Division will be embarking on a Summer Regional PD Tour with stops in every region of
Louisiana. Please refer to the table below for details on this opportunity. All schools and systems in the
parishes listed for each region are invited to attend. Please use the registration links for each region to
sign-up for this free professional development opportunity. Topics will include literacy resources to help
teachers and interventionists provide targeted supports, foundational skills support for upper elementary
students, and literacy best practices implementation support for middle and high school instruction.
Date & Time

Region

Venue

Included Parishes

Registration Link

July 11
9:45 - 3:45

Central

EBRPL - Main Library
7711 Goodwood Blvd.
Baton Rouge, LA 70806

Ascension, Assumption, Avoyelles,
EBR, East Feliciana, Iberia,
Iberville, Lafayette, Pointe Coupee,
St. Landry, St. Martin, St. Mary,
WBR, West Feliciana

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/litera
cy-regional-pd-tour-central-la-ticket
s-363081375167

Bogalusa, St. Helena, St. Tammany,
Tangipahoa, Washington

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/litera
cy-regional-pd-tour-northshore-la-ti
ckets-363193741257

Lafourche, Jefferson, Orleans,
Plaquemines, St. Bernard, St.
Charles, St. James, St. John,
Terrebonne

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/litera
cy-regional-pd-tour-southeast-ticke
ts-367618395517

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/litera
cy-regional-pd-tour-northeast-la-tic
kets-365712183987

Max Capacity: 150

Caldwell, Catahoula, Concordia,
East Carroll, Franklin, Jackson,
Lasalle, Lincoln, Madison, Monroe,
Morehouse, Ouachita, Richland,
Tensas, Union, West Carroll

Airline High School
Auditorium
2801 Airline Drive
Bossier City, LA 71111

Bienville, Bossier, Caddo,
Claiborne, Desoto, Grant,
Natchitoches, Red River, Sabine,
Webster, Winn

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/regio
nal-literacy-pd-tour-northwest-ticke
ts-367580813107

Acadia, Allen, Beauregard,
Calcasieu, Cameron, Evangeline,
Jefferson Davis, Rapides, Vermilion,
Vernon

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/litera
cy-regional-pd-tour-southwest-tick
ets-367765836517

Max Capacity: 300
July 12
8:30 - 3:00

Northshore

Treen Technology Center
2024 Livingston St.
Mandeville, LA 70448
Max Capacity: 200

July 13
8:30 - 3:00

Southeast

St. Charles Parish Public
Schools Professional
Learning Center
12727 US-90
Luling, LA 70070
Max Capacity: 200

July 19
8:30 - 3:00

July 20
8:30 - 3:00

Northeast

Northwest

OPSB Commons
765 Slack Street
West Monroe, LA 71291

Max Capacity: 300
July 21
8:30 - 3:00

Southwest

Calcasieu Parish School
Board Central Office
3310 Broad St.
70615
Max Capacity: 200

Please contact louisianaliteracy@la.gov with questions.

Principal Newsletter Signup
Do you have a colleague who would benefit from receiving this newsletter? Forward this copy along with
this link and they will receive our next monthly newsletter.

Principal Appreciation
Take a minute to send a shout-out of appreciation to a colleague who is a building-level leader using this
survey link. This note of appreciation will be included in our next monthly newsletter.

Shout Outs:
Dr. Kara Washington Lawson at Lake Pontchartrain Elementary School in St. John the Baptist
Parish: "Dr. Lawson is new to our district and our practices. I appreciate her willingness to jump in and
learn while using the myriad skills she brings to us to ensure the scholars on her campus receive a highly
effective and positive educational experience." Submitted by Rachel Chaney
Hazel Regis at Kenilworth Science and Technology School in East Baton Rouge Parish: "Thank you
for all that you do. Your dedication, compassion and hard work make such a difference to ensure the
learning and growth of both our students and staff." Submitted by Hasan Suzuk
Lysonia Robertson at James A. Herod Elementary School in Vermillion Parish: "Lysonia has been a
wonderful mentor to me this past school year as a first year administrator. She has shown me that the
most important characteristic of school leadership is to lead with love and empathy. She embodies our
vision to teach, love, and inspire. Thank you for a great year!" Submitted by Emily Broussard
Robert Signater, Sr. at Glen Oaks Magnet in East Baton Rouge Parish: "Mr. Signater has been
strategic in identifying teacher leaders to help support his schoolwide AVID implementation. His focus on
high quality, high engaging, and highly rigorous educational supports for all scholars in his building.”
Submitted by April Mouton

Dates to Consider for Building-Level Leaders
Important Dates
Louisiana Assessment Literacy Initiative Interest Survey

June 30

Workforce Reporting Webinar

July 12 at 10 a.m.

Overview of Tier I Eureka Math² Algebra I Webinar

July 20 at 9 a.m.

High School EMS Webinar

July 22 at 9 a.m.

Regional Literacy Professional Development Opportunities

July 11, 12, 13, 19, 20, 21

Foundational Literacy Modules for 4-8 Educators Registration

Throughout the Year

