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Hello, my name is Szabolcs Varga, and am the Digital Literacy Specialist and
Digital Testing Coordinator at Tangi Academy Arts Integrated Charter Schoal in
Hammond.

- Digital literacy is crucial to students' success in college and careers. Every

| industry today requires computer skills, and this will only become increasingly
% true in the future. Students must know how to use techndlogy to find, evaluate,
create, and communicate information. As educators, we owe it to our students to
prepare them for this reality by regularly incorporating technology into classrooms
and embedding it into every subject.

When | taught fifth grade ELA and social studies, | was able to acquire several Chromebooks through
donorschoose.org and built a computer corner in my classroom. My students used these computers to conduct
authentic research using primary sources from verified sites such as the Library of Congress. | chose this project
because | knew that my students needed to be able to use digital resources to collect and analyze primary
sources including making sense of and citing evidence, creating a bibliography and developing well-written
claims based on evidence.

This project also provided a different modality of learning, increased student morale, created a link between home
and the classroom (I shared the logins with my students' parents), and facilitated collaboration among teachers
and students. A student can start an essay in English class about a novel that mentions Thomas Edison, access
the same file in their science class and add an experiment about electricity, and then spend time in their social
studies class researching the implications of how electricity changed home life.

These are just a few ways digital literacy can be implemented school-wide and drive student interest and
achievement. The Digital Literacy Guide is a great tool to guide teachers as to what your students should be
learning at each grade level. My favorite resources today are the Google education suite, typingclub.com, loc.gov,

and storybird.com.

In This Issue:

A special shout out to the following school systems, schools and educators who are making national headlines.

e Department awarded $66.8 million USDOE Teacher Incentive Fund grant for to support teacher preparation
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and mentoring in rural schools.

e Six Louisiana public schools named 2016 Blue Ribbon Schodls.

e Calcasieu teacher, Justin Clark, named 2016 American Geographical Society Geography Teacher
Fellow.

e St Landry teacher receives award from Kidd Kraddick in the Morning radio show for "Belly Buddies"
program which provides weekend snacks for students.

September Teacher Leader Collaborations Follow-Up

« Help us improve future events by completing this brief survey about the September Collaborations.

« Materials from the Collaborations, including the sign-in sheets, are available in the Teacher Leader Library. We
encourage Teacher Leaders to share these resources and redeliver sessions to other educators in their
schools and districts.

December Teacher Leader Collaborations

In response to feedback from Teacher Leaders, the December Teacher Leader Collaborations will be delivered in a
webinar format. Our goal is to share important information and resources with teachers across Louisiana while
reducing the amount of travel and time away from the classroom. The LDOE will share more information about the
topics and dates for these webinars in late November. The January/February Collaborations will take place in-person
as planned. For a full list of events, dates and locations, please reference the Teacher Leader page.

Please reach out to louisianateacherleaders @la.gov with questions related to the Teacher Leader Collaboration
events.

The Department has been in dialogue with educators, parents, community and business leaders, and advocate
groups over the summer on what opportunities Louisiana has to improve its K-12 education system through the
new federal Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA).

Based on feedback cdllected, and analysis of statewide student performance, the Department released a draft
ESSA framework to provide the educators and the general public with examples of what pdlicies, supports, and
resources could be used to address the state's biggest education challenges.

Teacher Leaders are encouraged to review the framework and share either feedback with the Department either
by emailing essalouisiana@]la.gov or attending an upcoming public meeting.

Email essalouisiana@la.gov with questions.

New Math Planning Tools

Visit the Math Planning Resources page to access the folowing new todls to help focus math instruction, better
understand the components of rigor, and identify Eureka lessons best suited for remediation or enrichment purposes.

e Rigor Documents: All math standards have been coded as procedural skill and fluency, application, and/or
conceptual understanding. The component of rigor not only impacts how the standard should be taught, but also
how it should be assessed. This document will be especially useful when analyzing assessments for quality.

e Focus Documents: Use this simple document to ensure that the majority of instructional time is focused on
the major work of the grade and to explore ways to connect supporting work to major work.

e Louisiana Guides to Implementing Eureka: These guides help teachers make strategic decisions around
the scope and sequence of Eureka. Use this quick reference to see which lessons can be better targeted for
specific groups of students in your class. (K-2 and 6-8 available now, all other grade levels will be posted by
the end of October.)
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As you dig in to these documents, please feel free to give us feedback or ideas for improvement. Contact
LouisianaTeacherl eaders@la.gov for feedback or questions.

Building Digital Literacy

To thrive in an increasingly digital world, students must become literate in a variety of technologies. Therefore it is
incumbent on educators to go beyond showing students how to use email and apps; teachers must give students
opportunities to learn technology through subject areas, making all learning more relevant. The Guide to Digital
Literacy presents guidelines for teachers as they support their students in learning to use technology.

Participants in the September Teacher Leader and supervisor collaborations were able to participate in sessions that
focused on building digital literacy and incorporating technology into daily instruction.

The Department will also release sample parent communications in November to help parents support digital learning
at home.

Please email edtech@]la.gov with any questions

2016-2017 Goal-Setting

Teachers can begin working on the following goal-setting activities for the 2016-2017 schooal year:

« Reviewing student data to determine SLTs
o Writing SLTs and reviewing with evaluator

Resources:

e Teacher Goal-Setting Resources

Email compass @la.gov for additional information or support.

The following resources have been or will be released to support teachers in preparation for the 2016-2017
summative assessments.

Available Now
e Overview of the 2016-2017 e Assessment Guides: for Algebra |,
Summative Assessments Geometry, English Il & I, U.S.
e Social Studies and Science History and Biology
Assessment Guides e Guides to the Online Equation
e Online Tools Training: Can be Builders
accessed through INSIGHT e Online Tools Training: Can be
or here using the Chrome browser accessed through INSIGHT
e Guides to the Online Equation or here using Chrome browser.
Builders e Sample Test ltems: English Il & Il
Algebra | and Geometry EOC
tests
September- 2016-2017 ELA and math Assessment | English Il & Il Sample Test items: will
October Guides postin late September
Winter 2016 ELA and math online and paper-based
practice tests
Winter 2016- Social Studies online and paper-based
Spring 2017 practice tests

Please email assessment@la.gov with questions.

Getting Started with EAGLE 2.0
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EAGLE transitioned to a new platform and is available now to districts that signed a data sharing agreement.

District Test Coordinators were given permissions and instructions to set up district/schoad level users. Once the
district or school administrator creates teacher accounts, teachers will receive an email from the Data Recognition
Corporation Customer Service Support Team.

e The email will include your eDIRECT user id and temporary password.

e Click on the URL in the email notice, and you will be routed to eDIRECT where you will be required to
complete the auto-prompt password reset.

e Reset your temporary password within 10 days.

e LogintoeDIRECT.

As of today, there are approximately 4,100 items (ELA, math, science, and social studies) in the item bank. New
items and item types will be added throughout the school year. To learn more about the EAGLE 2.0 system,
access the EAGLE 2.0 User Guide for Teachers.

Email assessment@]la.gov with questions.

Louisiana Department of Education
1201 N. Third Street
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70802

1-877-453-2721
www.louisianabelieves.com
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