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“The state has also posted tantalizing gains in student outcomes: Louisiana 4th graders showed
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the highest growth among all states on the 2015 National Assessment of Educational
Progress (NAEP) reading test, and the second-highest in math.”

“Using data from the organization’s American Teacher Panel, a standing nationwide sample of
about 2,700 teachers, the researchers noticed “large and intriguing differences” between
Louisiana teachers and those in other states. Louisiana’s educators were far more likely to be
using instructional materials aligned with ..standards. They also demonstrated a better
understanding of the standards and taught their students in ways the standards were meant to
encourage.

“We saw consistently higher results in Louisiana,” says Julia Kaufman, a RAND policy
researcher. “There were occasional high points in other states, but we kept seeing this
difference between Louisiana [teachers] and other teachers...”

“Despite persuasive evidence suggesting that a high- quality curriculum is a more cost-effective
means of improving student outcomes than many more popular ed-reform measures, such as
merit pay for teachers or reducing class size, states have largely ignored curriculum reform.”

“Louisiana’s articles of faith included “a commitment to coherence and quality” and a belief
that if curriculum, professional development, and assessment were not tightly connected, “it
would confuse and frustrate teachers...”

“If teachers do not deeply understand their standards—or the instructional practices that are
aligned with them—their instruction may fall short of helping students meet those standards,”
observes the RAND Corporation’s Kaufman.”

“This...approach to reform has also altered the relationship between the Louisiana DOE and
school districts. Previously, LDOE visits were “very compliance- driven,” says Dana Talley, a
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veteran teacher and state network leader in northeast Louisiana. “Now it feels like support, not

Teaching Lak

compliance,” she adds.”

“Our work needs to sit at the nexus of good content, good professional learning for teachers,
and good measurement tools and assessments. We need to get those three things right.”

“What we teach isn’t some sidebar issue in American education. It is American education,”
Steiner observes. “The track record of top-performing countries, early evidence of positive
effects from faithful implementation of high-quality curricula here in the United States, and the
persistent evidence that our classrooms are under-challenging our students at every level
compel us to put materials that we use to teach at the core of serious education reform.”

“The brilliance of what happened in Louisiana is they didn’t make a single choice for any
school district in the state. They simply provided good information, training, and incentives.”
While not every state will choose to follow Louisiana’s lead, “we want as many willing and
able states to go there as possible,”[ CCSSO executive director Chris Minnich] says... “

“For now at least, Louisiana remains a laboratory from which other states can learn as they
evaluate their own efforts to make more rigorous standards stick.”

“There was definitely a higher level of instruction going on in the Louisiana classrooms we
visited as compared with what many other states’ CAOs were seeing at home. That was very
compelling to people,” notes Weiss.”
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