
Chart #1 
Section 1 . Lesson 4 . Activity 5 (Core) 

Deepen Understanding: Analyze Relationships 

We will use the character understanding tool to analyze the relationships of details in chapters 
1 - 3 from Things Fall Apart. This will help us deepen our understanding of Okonkwo. 

Teaching Notes 

Divide the class into pairs using an established classroom routine. 

Purposefully pair students with similar levels of language proficiency. 

Have students work with their partner to analyze the relationships among the details 
and ideas of the text. 

Direct them to add to the character understanding tool. 

If students need support during the activity: 
• Ask guiding questions.

• Who is Okonkwo?
• How does Okonkwo participate in the culture of Umuofia? What is his

role? 
• Who is Unoka? How does Unoka participate in the culture of Umuofia?

What is his role? 
• How does Okonkwo’s relationship with Unoka influence Okonkwo?
• How does Okonkwo’s understanding of himself and the culture in Umuofia

influence his thoughts and actions? 
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• Provide direct support or examples.
• Provide students with quotations from the text to add to their character

understanding tool. Direct students to determine what the quotations 
reveal about Okonkwo. Possible quotations: 

• “Age was respected among his people, but achievement was
revered” (Achebe 8). 

• “And so when Okonkwo of Umuofia arrived at Mbaino as the proud
and imperious emissary of war, he was treated with great honor 
and respect, and two days later he returned home with a lad of 
fifteen and a young virgin” (Achebe 12). 

• “Even as a little boy he [Okonkwo] had resented his father's failure
and weakness, and even now he still remembered how he suffered 
when a playmate had told him that his father was agbala” (Achebe 
13). 

• “Perhaps down in his heart Okonkwo was not a cruel man. But his
whole life was dominated by fear, the fear of failure and of 
weakness. It was deeper and more intimate than the fear of evil 
and capricious gods and of magic, the fear of the forest, and of the 
forces of nature, malevolent, red in tooth and claw. Okonkwo's fear 
was greater than these. It was not external but lay deep within 
himself. It was the fear of himself, lest he should be found to 
resemble his father” (Achebe 13). 

• “And so Okonkwo was ruled by one passion--to hate everything
that his father Unoka had loved. One of those things was gentleness 
and another was idleness” (Achebe 13). 

• “And indeed he was possessed by the fear of his father's
contemptible life and shameful death” (Achebe 18). 

• “His father, Unoka, who was then an ailing man, had said to him
during that terrible harvest month: "Do not despair. I know you will 
not despair. You have a manly and a proud heart. A proud heart can 
survive a general failure because such a failure does not prick its 
pride. It is more difficult and more bitter when a man fails alone” 
(Achebe 24-25). 

• Prompt students to use the avoiding plagiarism reference guide.
• Encourage pairs to collaborate in their home language as they add to the

character understanding tool in English. 

• Model how to use the character understanding tool (pictured on next page).
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Chart #2 
Section 2 . Lesson 2 . Activity 4 (Section Diagnostic) 
Discuss: Discuss and Adhere to Discussion Norms 

We will engage in a whole-class discussion to demonstrate our understanding of part one of 
Things Fall Apart. 

Teaching Notes 

Have students complete this activity as a class. 

Remind students of the goal and process of the whole-class discussion and explain 
the expectations of the discussion based on the section diagnostic checklist. 

Begin the activity by asking the discussion question. 

Conclude the discussion by asking students to summarize the discussion. 

If students need support during the activity: 
• Provide direct support or examples.

• Prompt students to use the conversation stems in the academic
conversation reference guide. 

• Prompt students to use the evidence sentence starters in the
integrating quotations reference guide. 
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• Prompt students to use the transitions chart in the connecting ideas
reference guide. 

• Script what students say during the discussion. Focus on scripting
strong examples. Following the discussion, share the scripted strong 
examples with students along with some weak examples that you 
write. Explain the qualities of the strong examples and discuss how to 
improve the weak examples based on the strong examples. 

• Model how to continue the discussion and probe thinking by using teacher
talk moves. 
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Chart #3 
Section 3 . Lesson 1 . Activity 2 (Core) 

Establish Understanding: React to the Text 

We will react to chapters 14 and 15 from Things Fall Apart to establish our initial 
understanding. This will help us analyze relationships among details in the text. 

Teaching Notes 

Divide the class into pairs using an established classroom routine. 

Purposefully pair students with similar levels of language proficiency. 

Direct students to work with their partner to answer the question to react to the 

text. 

If students need support during the activity: 

• Ask guiding questions.

• How has Okonkwo’s situation changed?

• What was important to Okonkwo prior to chapters 14 and 15?

• What is important to Okonkwo now?

• How do Okonkwo’s reactions to his situation reflect his beliefs about

his culture? 

• Provide direct support or examples.

• Prompt students to use the conversation stems in the academic

conversation reference guide. 

• Encourage pairs to collaborate in their home language.
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Chart #4 
Section 3 . Lesson 5 . Activity 1 (Core) 

Prepare to Write: Refine and Revise Understanding 

We will gather and organize evidence from Things Fall Apart to prepare to write the section 
diagnostic. 

Teaching Notes 

Have students work independently to complete this activity. 

Direct students to read the prompt and select a claim about a character they have 
written. They may revise their claim as necessary. 

Tell students to gather and organize as much evidence as they can, as they will 
use the evidence in their work. 

Then direct students to complete the activity. 
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Chart #5 
Section 4 . Lesson 3 . Activity 1 (Core) 

Establish Understanding: Read the Text 

We will read chapters 23 and 24 from Things Fall Apart together to establish our 
understanding. 

Teaching Notes 

Have students complete this activity as a class. 

Read aloud chapters 23 and 24 from Things Fall Apart or play an audio 
recording as students follow along. 

If students need support during the activity: 
• Ask guiding questions.

• How does Okonkwo interact with other characters?
• How is Okonkwo important in the larger story?
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