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Overview: Why, How, and When to

Conduct a Charter RFA
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Why Conduct a Charter RFA

Louisiana Believes is grounded in the idea that the adults who
know kids best should decide how to meet their educational
needs.

Charter Schools grant school leaders and teachers the
freedom to make professional judgments about how to best
meet kids’ needs.

Charter Schools empower parents to choose the school with
the educational mission and program that most aligns with
their vision for their child’s education.
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How to Conduct a Charter RFA

Follow the Manual! It serves three purposes. It describes:

e Actions that you must take to comply with all charter application
process requirements

e Additional components above and beyond minimum requirements
that you may include

e Common district practices in running compliant charter application
processes
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When to Conduct a Charter RFA

Key Dates

January 6 — February 24 School boards must accept
charter applications

Junel School boards must approve or
deny all charter applications on or
before this date
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Two Types of Charter SXhools

Overseen by Local Districts



Which Charter Schools do Districts

Oversee?

L

Type 1 charter schools are new schools.

Type 3 charter schools are conversions of already existing
traditional public schools.
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Legal Requirements
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BESE requires local schools boards to:
1. Review and make a decision on each charter application before June 1
2. Provide for application reviews from an independent evaluator

3. Publish on their websites by January 6:
- The timeline, guidelines, and all forms required for submitting a charter application;

- The timeline and process by which the school board will review applications;
- The name and contact information for a primary point of contact for charter proposals

4. Provide applicants with the opportunity to issue a written response to the
evaluator’s draft recommendation before the evaluator issues a final
recommendation

5. Hold a meeting to receive public input before making decisions
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Applicants Can Appeal if Denied
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If any of the following happens, an applicant can appeal to BESE:

1.

A district does not run a charter application process that meets
all legal requirements

A district has a D or F letter grade
A district rejects the applicant
A district does not issue a decision on an application

A district approves an application, but includes conditions that
are unacceptable to the applicant
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How to Launch Your District Charter

School Application Process
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Publish the Application Process
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State law requires local schools boards to publish on their
websites:

1. The timeline, guidelines, and all forms required for submitting a
charter application

2. The timeline and process by which the school board will review
applications

3. The name and contact information for a district primary point
of contact for charter proposals
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Review the Common Charter Application

Local school boards are required to use the common charter
application created by the state. The application can be found
on the state’s website.

Key Decision: Districts may choose to add questions to the
common charter application. Each district should decide
whether to add an addendum to common application in order
to ask questions that the common application does not
address.
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Choose Requirements for Type 3

CPEE IS

Local school boards have the option of requiring applicants
for a Type 3 charter to demonstrate support from:

e A majority of school staff
e Parents and guardians of a majority of current students

Key Decision: Each district should decide whether Type 3
applicants should meet none, one, or both of these
requirements. The same requirements must apply to all Type
3 charter applicants.
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| dentify a Potential Independent

Evaluator

Districts that receive one or more charter applications are required
by law to select an independent evaluator to provide a review for
each application received.

Key Decision: Each district should identify the evaluator who will
be selected if a charter application is submitted.
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Resources for SShool Districts




On-Going Technical Support

e

Email LDOE Staff Email david.shepard@Ia.gov with
guestions.

More information can also be found on the district charter
application website, here.
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mailto:david.shepard@la.gov
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/schools/charter-schools/district-charter-school-application-process
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