
Special	  Educa,on	  Advisory	  Panel	  Mee,ng	  
November	  15,	  2017	  



	  
Public	  Comment	  Procedures	  

	  
	  



Public	  Comment	  Overview	  
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•  Comments	  will	  be	  allowed	  on	  all	  agenda	  items	  for	  a	  maximum	  of	  three	  minutes	  
per	  person	  
•  The	  panel	  will	  receive	  all	  comments	  and	  may	  engage	  in	  further	  dialogue	  on	  the	  
agenda	  item	  as	  a	  result	  of	  the	  comments	  received	  

•  A	  person	  may	  only	  comment	  once	  per	  agenda	  item	  unless	  allowed	  an	  excep=on	  
by	  the	  chair	  

•  Comment	  cards	  must	  be	  submi>ed	  to	  the	  chair	  or	  LDE	  staff	  member	  prior	  to	  
the	  vote	  on	  the	  mo=on	  

•  The	  order	  and	  =me	  of	  comment	  is	  leC	  solely	  to	  the	  chair	  
•  Persons	  making	  public	  comments	  shall	  iden=fy	  themselves	  and	  the	  group	  they	  
represent,	  if	  applicable	  	  

•  Persons	  addressing	  the	  panel	  shall:	  	  
•  confine	  remarks	  to	  the	  merits	  of	  a	  specific	  agenda	  item	  before	  the	  panel	  
•  refrain	  from	  a>acking	  a	  panel	  member’s	  mo=ves	  
•  address	  all	  remarks	  through	  the	  chair	  
•  refrain	  from	  speaking	  adversely	  on	  a	  prior	  ac=on	  not	  pending	  
•  refrain	  from	  disturbing	  the	  mee=ng	  

	  



	  
Approval	  of	  September	  27,	  2017	  Mee=ng	  Minutes	  	  

	  
	  



Objec=ves	  
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•  Approve	  minutes	  of	  September	  27,	  2017	  mee=ng	  
•  Review	  annual	  report	  draC	  



Considera=on	  of	  a	  progress	  update	  on	  focus	  areas	  for	  
Individuals	  with	  Disabili=es	  Educa=on	  Act	  (IDEA)	  funds	  	  



Objec=ves	  
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•  Understand	  progress	  towards	  focus	  areas	  



Funding	  Priority	  Areas	  

1.  Building	  a	  workforce	  that	  is	  prepared	  to	  respond	  to	  the	  needs	  of	  all	  students	  with	  
disabili=es;	  

2.  Developing	  standards	  aligned	  tools	  and	  resources	  that	  support	  the	  growth	  of	  students	  with	  
disabili=es	  and	  minimizes	  redundant	  work	  across	  the	  state;	  

3.  Providing	  support	  for	  understanding	  and	  appropriately	  responding	  to	  the	  unique	  ways	  
different	  disabili=es	  manifest	  in	  the	  classroom;	  and	  

4.  Establishing	  structures	  that	  ensure	  students	  have	  their	  individual	  needs	  iden=fied	  and	  
appropriately	  supported	  provided	  as	  early	  as	  possible	  and	  ensure	  students	  experience	  
effec=ve	  transi=ons	  to	  life	  aCer	  high	  school.	  
	  

 

Louisiana	  believes	  that	  all	  students,	  even	  those	  with	  the	  most	  significant	  disabili=es,	  
deserve	  an	  educa=on	  that	  prepares	  them	  to	  be	  independent	  and	  successful	  in	  life	  aCer	  
high	  school.	  The	  IDEA	  FFY	  17	  draC	  grant	  applica=on	  priori=zes	  funding	  ac=vi=es	  and	  
ini=a=ves	  for	  the	  2017-‐2018	  school	  year	  that	  will	  support: 



Necessary	  Ac=vi=es	  

In	  addi=on	  to	  the	  priority	  areas,	  the	  IDEA	  FFY	  17	  draC	  grant	  applica=on	  includes	  a	  plan	  for	  
ac=vi=es	  that	  the	  state	  must	  conduct	  to	  ensure	  the	  provision	  of	  FAPE	  is	  available	  to	  students	  
across	  the	  state.	  

Necessary	  Ac,vi,es:	  
	  
•  Implement	  a	  monitoring	  and	  complaint	  inves=ga=on	  system	  *	  
•  Support	  the	  provision	  of	  assessment	  accommoda=ons	  and	  implement	  an	  

alternate	  assessment	  
•  Employ	  staff	  to	  provide	  assistance	  and	  support	  to	  LEAs	  
•  Support	  the	  special	  educa=on	  services	  for	  students	  enrolled	  in	  programs	  

supported	  by	  the	  special	  school	  district	  
•  Provide	  support	  and	  professional	  learning	  opportuni=es	  for	  families	  
•  Maintain	  a	  Special	  Educa=on	  Advisory	  Panel	  (SEAP)	  *	  

*	  Indicates	  that	  this	  is	  a	  requirement	  of	  the	  IDEA	  	  



Louisiana’s	  IDEA	  611	  Grant	  Applica=on	  Timeline	  

•  December	  2016	  -‐	  March	  2017:	  Work	  group	  mee=ngs	  and	  consulta=on	  
•  January	  25,	  2017:	  SEAP	  discussion	  of	  funding	  priority	  areas	  
•  March	  10,	  2017:	  IDEA	  grant	  draC	  applica=on	  posted	  on	  LDOE	  website	  
•  March	  29	  -‐	  April	  30,	  2017:	  Public	  comment	  period	  	  
•  May	  1	  -‐	  May	  8,	  2017:	  Final	  revisions	  to	  applica=on	  based	  on	  public	  comment	  
•  May	  9,	  2017:	  	  IDEA	  Part	  B	  611	  grant	  applica=on	  finalized	  and	  mailed	  to	  OSEP	  
•  Summer-‐	  Fall	  2017:	  Louisiana	  receives	  IDEA	  Part	  B	  611	  grant	  award	  and	  begins	  implemen=ng	  

priori=es	  for	  the	  2017-‐2018	  school	  year	  
•  This	  includes	  releasing	  compe==ve	  applica=ons	  for	  partnerships	  with	  the	  LDOE	  to	  

implement	  	  priori=es	  where	  appropriate	  	  
 



Focus	  Area	  3	  Progress	  

Providing	  support	  for	  understanding	  and	  appropriately	  responding	  to	  the	  unique	  
ways	  different	  disabili,es	  manifest	  in	  the	  classroom	  

Ac,vi,es	  to	  date	   Projected	  
Funding	  

IDEA	  Grant	  
Applica,on	  
Category	  

Review	  of	  the	  Louisiana	  Special	  Schools	   $209,837	   M	  

Total	  to	  date	   $5,294,837	  

Remaining	  Balance	   $883,483	  



Other	  Ac=vi=es	  Progress	  

Necessary	  Ac,vi,es	  	  

Ac,vi,es	  to	  date	   Projected	  
Funding	  

IDEA	  Grant	  
Applica,on	  
Category	  

Alloca=on	  to	  the	  Special	  School	  District	  for	  the	  provision	  
of	  special	  educa=on	  services	  (note:	  they	  do	  not	  receive	  
MFP	  funds)	  

$1,500,000	   R	  

Total	  to	  date	   $2,150,000	  

Remaining	  Balance	   $6,997,944	  



Considera=on	  of	  an	  update	  on	  Louisiana’s	  implementa=on	  
of	  the	  federal	  regula=ons	  for	  significant	  dispropor=onality	  	  
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Implementa=on	  Timeline	  and	  Engagement	  
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LDOE	  will	  engage	  with	  stakeholders	  to	  implement	  the	  new	  regula=on	  over	  three	  phases	  to:	  	  
1.  Define	  the	  calcula=on	  methodology	  for	  significant	  dispropor=onality	  (SD)	  in	  the	  iden=fica=on,	  placement,	  

and	  discipline	  of	  students	  with	  disabili=es,	  by	  race	  /	  ethnicity	  	  
2.  Revamp	  coordinated	  early	  intervening	  services	  (CEIS)	  and	  support	  LEAs	  through	  the	  transi=on	  	  
3.  Include	  3	  to	  5	  year	  olds	  in	  iden=fica=on	  analysis	  	  

SPRING	  2019	  	  SPRING	  2017	   SUMMER	  2018	   SUMMER	  2020	  WINTER	  2016	   SPRING	  2018	  

OSEP	  issued	  
final	  rule	  

governing	  SD	  
and	  CEIS	  

	  
LDOE	  began	  
planning	  

implementa,on	  

LDOE	  makes	  first	  
annual	  

determina,on	  of	  
SD	  using	  new	  
methodology	  

	  
LEAs	  	  begin	  using	  	  
comprehensive	  

CEIS	  	  

LDOE	  begins	  to	  
meet	  with	  

stakeholders	  	  to	  	  
define	  new	  SD	  

methodology	  and	  
review	  CEIS;	  
engagement	  
con,nues	  
throughout	  	  

LDOE	  brings	  
changes	  to	  
Bulle,n	  1706	  

to	  BESE	  	  

LDOE	  submits	  
finalized	  SD	  
calcula,on	  

methodology	  
with	  

jus,fica,ons	  
and	  changes	  to	  
policy	  to	  OSEP	  	  	  

LDOE	  includes	  3	  
to	  5	  year	  olds	  in	  
iden%fica%on	  

analysis	  	  	  



Significant	  Dispropor=onality	  
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The	  new	  rule	  requires	  States	  to	  annually	  collect	  and	  examine	  data	  to	  determine	  whether	  
significant	  dispropor=onality	  based	  on	  race	  /	  ethnicity	  is	  occurring	  in	  LEAs	  with	  respect	  to:	  
	  
•  Iden,fica,on	  of	  children	  as	  children	  with	  disabili=es,	  including	  iden=fica=on	  as	  children	  
with	  par=cular	  impairments	  

•  Placement	  of	  children	  in	  par=cular	  educa=onal	  sejngs;	  and	  
•  Incidence,	  dura=on,	  and	  type	  of	  disciplinary	  ac=ons,	  including	  suspensions	  and	  expulsions	  

	  
LEAs	  found	  to	  be	  significantly	  dispropor=onate	  must	  set	  aside	  15%	  of	  IDEA	  Part	  B	  funds	  for	  
coordinated	  early	  intervening	  services	  (CEIS),	  and	  employ	  other	  remedies.	  	  
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Guiding	  Principles	  

Louisiana’s	  framework	  to	  address	  significant	  dispropor=onality	  should	  align	  with	  key	  priori=es	  that	  
expand	  access	  to	  opportuni=es	  and	  improved	  outcomes	  for	  all	  students	  with	  disabili=es.	  	  The	  risk	  ra=o	  
calcula=on	  methodology	  should	  iden=fy	  LEAs	  as	  significantly	  dispropor=onate	  in	  the	  iden=fica=on,	  
placement	  or	  discipline	  of	  students	  with	  disabili=es,	  by	  race/ethnicity	  when:	  	  
	  
•  LEAs	  have	  a	  systemic	  ac,onable	  issue.	  	  
•  LEAs	  have	  a	  truly	  significant	  	  issue	  requiring	  urgent	  and	  sustained	  a>en=on	  to	  resolve.	  	  
	  
The	  risk	  ra=o	  calcula=on	  methodology	  should:	  	  
	  
•  Maximize	  stability	  so	  that	  small	  changes	  in	  popula=on	  do	  not	  lead	  to	  wild	  swings	  in	  outcomes.	  	  
•  Treat	  LEAs	  as	  equitably	  as	  possible,	  given	  their	  size,	  considering	  the	  limita=ons	  inherent	  in	  risk	  ra=o	  

calcula=ons.	  	  

Taken	  together,	  this	  should	  help	  the	  State	  to	  support	  LEAs	  to	  make	  meaningful	  change.	  	  

16	  



Methodology	  
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States	  must	  make	  five	  key	  decisions	  on	  the	  significant	  dispropor=onality	  calcula=on	  
methodology:	  	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Key Decision Options Outcome 
1 How many years of consecutive data 

should we use to make a determination?  
1, 2, 3 3 

2 What should be the minimum cell size?  5, 10 10 

3 What should be the minimum N-size? 10, 20, 30 10 

4 What should be the threshold for 
significant disproportionality?  

2.0, 2.5, 
3.0 

3.0 

5 Should we exercise the reasonable 
progress flexibility?  

Yes, No ? 
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Significant	  Dispropor=onality	  -‐	  LEA	  Example	  	  

Risk Ratio ≥  3.0    Faux Parish has:   ✔ 3 years consecutive data  
   ✔ minimum cell and N-size 10  

In Faux Parish:   Significantly 
Disproportionate?  

Hispanic students were 4.0 times as likely to be 
identified as students with disabilities compared with 
all other students.  

African-American students with disabilities were 5.0 
times as likely to be disciplined with in-school 
suspensions > 10 days than all other students with 
disabilities.  

Asian students were 1.5 times as likely to be placed 
in a regular classroom for < 40 percent of the day 
than all other students with disabilities.  
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Significant	  Dispropor=onality	  -‐	  LEA	  Example	  	  

Risk Ratio ≥  3.0    Faux Parish has:   ✔ 3 years consecutive data  
   ✔ minimum cell and N-size 10  

In Faux Parish:   Significantly 
Disproportionate?  

Hispanic students were 4.0 times as likely to be 
identified as students with disabilities compared with 
all other students.  

Yes  

African-American students with disabilities were 5.0 
times as likely to be disciplined with in-school 
suspensions > 10 days than all other students with 
disabilities.  

Yes 

Asian students were 1.5 times as likely to be placed in 
a regular classroom for < 40 percent of the day than all 
other students with disabilities.  

No 



Reasonable	  Progress	  

Op=onal;	  new	  flexibility	  for	  States.	  If	  an	  LEA	  is	  above	  the	  risk	  ra=o	  threshold	  (3.0)	  but	  lowering	  
the	  risk	  ra=o	  consistently	  over	  a	  three-‐year	  period,	  the	  State	  need	  not	  find	  significant	  
dispropor=onality.	  

At	  our	  July	  mee=ng,	  SEAP	  asked	  LDOE	  to	  inves=gate	  the	  reasonable	  progress	  op=on.	  	  
	  
In	  October,	  the	  Significant	  Dispropor=onality	  /	  Coordinated	  Early	  Intervening	  Services	  
Workgroup	  reconvened	  to	  review	  reasonable	  progress	  simula=ons,	  consider	  the	  impact,	  and	  
make	  a	  recommenda=on.	  	  

	  



Reasonable	  Progress	  –	  Example	  

Faux	  State	  has	  set	  a	  risk	  ra=o	  threshold	  for	  iden=fica=on	  at	  3.0.	  Faux	  State	  has	  defined	  
reasonable	  progress	  to	  mean	  a	  year-‐to-‐year	  decrease	  in	  risk	  ra=o	  of	  0.5.	  Below,	  LEA	  1	  would	  
meet	  the	  criteria	  for	  reasonable	  progress;	  LEA	  2	  would	  not.	  	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

4.3 

3.6 

4.9 

3.6 

4.3 

3 

4 

5 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 

Reasonable 
Progress? 

LEA 
1  

Yes 

LEA 
2 

No 



Key	  Decision:	  Reasonable	  Progress	  
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Proposal:	  Do	  Not	  Exercise	  the	  Reasonable	  Progress	  Op=on	  

LEAs	  would	  be	  flagged	  as	  significantly	  dispropor=onate	  if	  they	  exceed	  the	  risk	  ra=o	  
threshold	  of	  3.0	  in	  the	  iden=fica=on,	  discipline,	  or	  placement	  of	  students	  with	  disabili=es,	  
by	  race/ethnicity.	  No	  excep=on	  would	  be	  granted	  based	  on	  progress	  towards	  the	  threshold.	  	  
	  
Reasoning	  
A.  It	  is	  a	  straighporward,	  understandable	  rule	  that	  establishes	  clear	  expecta,ons	  for	  the	  

field.	  	  
B.  LEAs	  with	  a	  risk	  ra=o	  above	  3.0	  have	  a	  systemic	  issue,	  requiring	  urgent	  and	  sustained	  

a_en,on	  to	  resolve.	  This	  maintains	  the	  structures	  and	  supports	  for	  LEAs	  to	  con=nue	  to	  
make	  progress	  in	  addressing	  dispropor=onality.	  	  	  

	  



Considera=on	  of	  an	  update	  on	  the	  Implementa=on	  of	  the	  
Louisiana	  Connectors	  for	  Students	  with	  Significant	  Cogni=ve	  

Disabili=es	  	  	  



Objec=ves	  

24 

•  Understand	  process	  and	  =meline	  implementa=on	  of	  the	  Louisiana	  Connectors	  for	  
students	  with	  significant	  cogni=ve	  disabili=es	  

•  Understand	  resources	  available	  to	  families	  and	  educators	  
•  Understand	  next	  steps	  	  



Background	  
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The	  Louisiana	  Connectors	  are	  the	  pathways	  for	  students	  with	  significant	  disabili=es	  to	  
meet	  the	  Louisiana	  State	  Standards;	  they	  are	  not	  learning	  standards	  that	  stand	  separate	  
and	  apart	  from	  the	  standard	  expecta=ons	  we	  have	  for	  typical	  students.	  

	  
The	  Louisiana	  Connectors	  capture	  the	  “big	  ideas”	  of	  each	  content	  area,	  while	  also	  
maintaining	  alignment	  to	  the	  standard	  expecta=ons.	  Each	  individual	  Louisiana	  Connector	  
names	  the	  benchmark	  to	  be	  met	  on	  the	  pathway	  to	  achieving	  of	  the	  Louisiana	  Student	  
Standard.	  
	  
	  

	  

Former	   Proposed	  
Standards	   Extended	  Standards	   Louisiana	  Connectors	  
Assessment	   LAA	  1	   LEAP	  Connect:	  Students	  

with	  Severe	  Disabili=es	  



Louisiana	  Connectors	  for	  Students	  with	  	  
Significant	  Cogni=ve	  Disabili=es	  
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Date	   Ac,vity	  	  
Fall	  2016	   Development	  of	  LA	  Connectors	  for	  ELA	  and	  Math	  

Winter	  2017	  	   Policy	  Revisions	  

Winter	  2017-‐Fall	  
2017	  

ELA	  and	  Math	  Connectors	  Resource	  Development	  and	  Training	  	  

Spring	  2018	   ELA	  and	  Math	  LEAP	  Connect	  Exam	  Administered	  

Winter	  2018	   Development	  of	  LA	  Connectors	  for	  Science	  

Spring	  2018	   Policy	  Revisions	  

Spring	  2018-‐	  Fall	  
2018	  

Science	  Connectors	  Resource	  Development	  and	  Training	  

Spring	  2019	   ELA,	  Math,	  and	  Science	  LEAP	  Connect	  Exam	  Administered	  



LEAP	  Connect	  Exam	  
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In	  the	  spring	  of	  2018	  students	  who	  qualify	  to	  take	  the	  alternate	  assessment	  will	  begin	  taking	  
the	  LEAP	  Connect	  exam	  in	  English	  language	  arts	  and	  math.	  	  
	  
The	  LEAP	  Connect	  aligns	  to	  the	  Louisiana	  Connectors	  for	  Students	  with	  Significant	  Cogni=ve	  
Disabili=es	  and	  consists	  of	  selected	  response	  and	  constructed	  response	  ques=ons.	  The	  
ques=ons	  are	  wri>en	  at	  four	  levels	  of	  complexity	  (Tiers	  1-‐4)	  and	  are	  designed	  to	  follow	  
instruc=onal	  prac=ces.	  	  
	  
More	  details	  about	  par=cipa=on	  criteria,	  standards	  and	  complexity	  levels,	  repor=ng,	  
assessment	  design,	  and	  administra=on	  can	  be	  found	  in	  the	  LEAP	  Connect	  Assessment	  Guide.	  



Alternate	  Assessment	  Par=cipa=on	  Waiver	  
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ESSA	  made	  changes	  to	  alternate	  assessment	  par=cipa=on.	  	  
	  
•  ESSA	  limits	  the	  total	  number	  of	  students	  with	  the	  most	  significant	  cogni=ve	  disabili=es	  
who	  are	  assessed	  statewide	  with	  an	  alternate	  assessment	  to	  1.0%	  of	  the	  total	  number	  of	  
students	  in	  the	  state	  who	  are	  assessed	  in	  that	  subject.	  	  

•  ESSA	  establishes	  a	  state	  cap,	  not	  an	  LEA	  cap.	  A	  state	  cannot	  prohibit	  an	  individual	  LEA	  
from	  assessing	  more	  than	  1%	  of	  its	  students	  with	  an	  alternate	  assessment.	  However,	  LEAs	  
that	  exceed	  the	  1%	  cap	  must	  engage	  in	  certain	  ac=vi=es.	  	  

Previous	  Law	   New	  Law	  
1%	  cap	  on	  the	  percentage	  of	  the	  total	  
tested	  student	  popula=on	  that	  could	  
count	  as	  proficient	  on	  the	  alternate	  
assessment.	  	  

1%	  cap	  on	  the	  percentage	  of	  the	  total	  
tested	  student	  popula=on	  that	  can	  
par,cipate	  on	  the	  alternate	  
assessment.	  	  
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ESSA	  provides	  the	  opportunity	  for	  states	  to	  request	  a	  waiver	  from	  the	  1%	  alternate	  
assessment	  par=cipa=on	  cap.	  LDOE	  an=cipates	  that	  the	  state	  will	  exceed	  the	  1%	  
par=cipa=on	  cap	  in	  English	  language	  arts	  and	  math	  and	  plans	  to	  submit	  a	  waiver	  request.	  To	  
do	  this,	  both	  the	  state	  and	  LEAs	  that	  exceed	  the	  cap	  must	  take	  certain	  ac=ons	  and	  meet	  
certain	  criteria.	  	  
	  
Requirements	  for	  LEAs	  that	  exceeded	  the	  1%	  alternate	  assessment	  par=cipa=on	  cap	  
•  Submit	  a	  jus=fica=on	  for	  exceeding	  the	  1%	  cap	  to	  LDOE	  	  

•  Provide	  assurance	  that	  the	  LEA	  followed	  the	  state’s	  guidelines	  for	  par=cipa=on	  in	  the	  
alternate	  assessment	  

•  Provide	  assurance	  that	  the	  LEA	  will	  address	  any	  dispropor=onality	  in	  the	  percentage	  of	  
students	  in	  any	  subgroup	  taking	  the	  alternate	  assessment	  	  

	  
Requirements	  for	  states	  that	  exceed	  the	  1%	  alternate	  assessment	  par=cipa=on	  cap	  	  
•  Make	  all	  jus=fica=ons	  publicly	  available	  (without	  revealing	  personally	  iden=fiable	  
informa=on)	  	  

•  Provide	  oversight	  to	  LEAs	  that	  exceed	  the	  1%	  cap	  
•  Submit	  a	  waiver	  to	  the	  U.S.	  Department	  of	  Educa=on	  	  
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ESSA	  requires	  states	  to	  submit	  a	  waiver	  request	  90	  days	  prior	  to	  the	  alternate	  assessment	  
tes=ng	  window.	  LDOE	  submi>ed	  a	  waiver	  request	  on	  November	  7,	  2017.	  	  
	  
	  
	  
Target	  Date	   Ac,vity	  	  
September	  27th	  	   LDOE	  outlines	  ESSA	  requirements	  at	  SEAP	  

September	  27th	  	   LDOE	  posts	  no=ce	  of	  intent	  to	  submit	  a	  waiver	  for	  public	  comment	  

October	  5th	  	   LDOE	  hosts	  Special	  Educa=on	  Leaders	  webinar	  	  

October	  6th	  	   LEAs	  receive	  1%	  cap	  package	  	  

October	  10th	  	   LDOE	  conducts	  webinar	  for	  LEAs	  who	  must	  submit	  a	  jus=fica=on	  	  

October	  21st	  	   Public	  comment	  closes	  	  

November	  7th	  	   LDOE	  submits	  waiver	  to	  U.S.	  Department	  of	  Educa=on	  

Fall	  2017-‐	  Winter	  
2018	  

LDOE	  conducts	  reviews	  of	  any	  LEA	  who	  exceeded	  the	  1%	  cap	  



Considera=on	  of	  a	  discussion	  of	  support	  for	  struggling	  schools	  	  
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2016-‐2017	  School	  Performance	  	  

Annually,	  every	  public	  school	  in	  Louisiana	  receives	  a	  school	  performance	  score.	  The	  school	  
performance	  score	  is	  reported	  on	  a	  scale	  from	  zero	  to	  150,	  and	  communicates	  how	  well	  
Louisiana	  schools	  are	  preparing	  students	  for	  the	  next	  grade-‐level	  by	  looking	  at	  student	  
performance	  on	  state	  tests,	  and	  other	  metrics	  such	  as	  gradua=on	  rates	  and	  college	  credit	  
a>ainment.	  	  
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Struggling	  Schools	  

ESSA	  requires	  the	  Department	  to:	  
•  iden=fy	  persistently	  struggling	  schools;	  	  
•  award	  school	  improvement	  dollars	  to	  school	  systems	  that	  have	  strong	  evidence-‐based	  

plans	  for	  improving	  struggling	  schools;	  and	  	  
•  intervene	  in	  schools	  that	  do	  not	  improve	  over	  =me.	  	  
	  
Currently,	  272	  schools	  statewide	  have	  struggled	  persistently	  and	  are	  required	  to	  submit	  an	  
improvement	  plan	  to	  the	  Department.	  These	  schools	  are	  iden=fied	  in	  the	  School	  Finder	  as	  
in	  need	  of	  “Comprehensive	  Interven=on”	  on	  their	  academic	  performance	  page.	  	  
	  
Star=ng	  in	  2018,	  schools	  that	  struggle	  with	  specific	  groups	  of	  students,	  such	  as	  students	  with	  
disabili=es,	  or	  with	  chronic	  discipline	  issues,	  will	  also	  be	  iden=fied	  in	  the	  School	  Finder,	  and	  
will	  be	  required	  to	  submit	  a	  plan	  to	  the	  Department	  for	  improvement.	  	  
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Louisiana	  School	  Finder	  

Both	  school	  performance	  scores	  and	  early	  childhood	  
performance	  profiles	  are	  reported	  this	  year	  through	  
Louisiana’s	  new	  interac=ve,	  online	  tool	  the	  	  
Louisiana	  School	  Finder.	  	  
	  
The	  Louisiana	  School	  Finder	  provides	  families	  with:	  
1.   school	  performance	  scores	  and	  early	  childhood	  

performance	  ra=ngs	  to	  show	  how	  well	  schools	  and	  
centers	  are	  preparing	  students	  for	  the	  next	  grade-‐
level;	  

2.   basic	  informa,on	  about	  schools	  and	  centers	  such	  as	  
their	  address,	  website,	  hours	  of	  opera=on,	  licensing	  
informa=on	  and	  principal	  or	  director’s	  name;	  and	  

3.   lis,ngs	  of	  course	  offerings,	  clubs,	  enrichment	  and	  
extracurricular	  ac,vi,es.	  	  

	  

www.louisianaschools.com  



Louisiana	  School	  Finder:	  School	  Search	  

The	  Louisiana	  school	  finder	  allows	  families	  to	  explore	  schools	  and	  early	  childhood	  centers	  in	  their	  
area,	  or	  an	  area	  where	  they	  are	  moving	  to.	  They	  will	  see	  two	  op=ons	  when	  searching	  for	  schools:	  
•  Op,on	  1:	  Enter	  your	  address	  and	  select	  a	  grade	  for	  a	  broad	  search	  of	  all	  schools	  that	  match	  that	  

criteria	  
•  Op,on	  2.	  Enter	  the	  name	  of	  the	  school	  you	  want	  to	  view	  
	  

	  

Op,on	  1	   Op,on	  2	  
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If	  the	  user	  selected	  Op=on	  1,	  they	  are	  then	  directed	  to	  the	  map	  and	  list	  of	  schools	  that	  match	  
their	  criteria.	  	  

Louisiana	  School	  Finder:	  School	  Search	  
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Users	  can	  select	  filters	  and	  preferences	  to	  customize	  their	  search.	  

Louisiana	  School	  Finder:	  School	  Search	  



Louisiana	  School	  Finder:	  School	  Performance	  

Once	  a	  user	  has	  selected	  a	  school,	  they	  will	  be	  provided	  with	  the	  following	  informa=on.	  	  
	  

●  About	  Our	  School:	  school	  contact	  informa=on,	  hours	  of	  opera=on,	  principal	  or	  
director	  name,	  transporta=on	  informa=on,	  before	  and	  aCer	  school	  op=ons,	  and	  
school	  offerings	  (academic,	  enrichment,	  athle=c,	  and	  extracurricular)	  

	  
●  Academic	  Performance:	  data	  on	  how	  well	  a	  school	  or	  center	  is	  preparing	  students	  for	  

the	  next	  level	  of	  study,	  including	  each	  metric	  used	  in	  calcula=ng	  school	  performance	  
scores	  or	  early	  childhood	  performance	  profiles	  

	  



Here	  is	  the	  view	  of	  
the	  “About	  Our	  
School”	  tab.	  	  



Here	  is	  the	  view	  of	  
the	  “Academic	  

Performance”	  tab.	  	  





Student	  Performance	  



Breakdown	  by	  Student	  Groups	  



Teacher	  Workforce	  



Discipline	  &	  A>endance	  
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Sharing	  Results	  with	  Families	  

Schools	  and	  early	  childhood	  centers	  across	  the	  state	  will	  hold	  parent	  nights	  following	  the	  release	  of	  
2016-‐2017	  results	  in	  order	  to	  have	  conversa,ons	  with	  families	  about	  school/center	  performance	  and	  
improvements.	  	  
	  

To	  support	  school	  and	  center	  leaders	  in	  this	  process,	  the	  Department	  has	  released	  the	  following	  resources:	  
	  

•  Animated	  school	  performance	  score	  videos	  that	  explain	  each	  metric	  in	  the	  Louisiana	  School	  Finder	  
related	  to	  K-‐12	  school	  and	  Early	  Childhood	  performance	  

•  Customizable	  Parent	  Night	  Presenta,ons	  (K-‐12	  and	  ECE)	  for	  principals	  and	  center	  directors	  to	  use	  in	  
parent	  nights	  that	  will	  highlight	  school/center	  successes,	  explain	  the	  purpose	  of	  new	  Louisiana	  
School	  Finder	  system	  and	  the	  data	  included	  in	  it,	  and	  how	  families	  can	  support	  learning	  at	  home	  

•  School	  Finder	  Promo,onal	  Flyer	  direc=ng	  families	  to	  the	  Louisiana	  School	  Finder	  and	  how	  to	  find	  
informa=on	  on	  their	  school	  

	  

All	  resources	  can	  be	  found	  in	  the	  Principal	  Support	  Toolbox	  and	  on	  the	  School	  and	  Center	  Performance	  page.	  	  
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Louisiana	  will	  con=nue	  to	  raise	  the	  bar	  for	  students	  so	  that	  by	  2025,	  an	  A-‐rated	  school	  is	  one	  
where	  the	  average	  student	  has:	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Reaching	  this	  bar	  will	  require	  that	  school	  systems	  create	  and	  implement	  strong	  plans	  to	  address	  
areas	  of	  concern,	  including	  direc=ng	  addi=onal	  resources	  and	  support	  to	  those	  schools	  who	  
struggle	  the	  most.	  Schools	  will	  also	  be	  rewarded	  for	  improving	  student	  performance	  throughout	  
the	  school	  year.	  	  
	  
	  

Our	  Vision	  for	  Louisiana	  
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Support	  for	  K-‐12	  Schools	  

The	  Department	  will	  offer	  the	  following	  resources	  to	  support	  struggling	  schools	  and	  schools	  
systems.	  
	  
•  School	  Redesign	  grants	  to	  support	  school	  systems	  as	  they	  build	  and	  execute	  plans	  to	  

improve	  their	  struggling	  schools	  	  
	  
•  Addi=onal	  coordinated	  funding	  to	  support	  2018-‐2019	  academic	  planning	  such	  as	  

Striving	  Readers	  Comprehensive	  Literacy	  subgrants	  and	  Direct	  Student	  Services	  
providing	  increased	  access	  to	  college	  and	  career	  coursework	  and	  opportuni=es	  

	  
•  Targeted	  resources	  to	  support	  schools	  and	  teachers	  with	  struggling	  students	  (e.g.	  

Suppor=ng	  Students	  with	  Disabili=es:	  Strategies	  for	  Success	  Guidebook)	  	  
	  



Guidebook	  
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The	  “Suppor=ng	  Students	  with	  Disabili=es:	  Strategies	  for	  Success	  Guidebook”	  outlines	  
research	  based	  prac=ce	  and	  pinpoints	  strategies	  essen=al	  for	  ensuring	  the	  achievement	  
of	  students	  with	  disabili=es:	  
	  
•  Iden,fy	  disabili,es	  early	  and	  accurately	  
•  Provide	  high-‐quality	  instruc,on	  to	  support	  students	  with	  disabili,es	  in	  achieving	  

ambi,ous	  IEP	  goals	  
•  Strengthen	  instruc,on	  with	  specialized	  supports	  and	  related	  services	  
•  Coordinate	  effec,ve	  transi,on	  planning	  and	  implementa,on	  

	  



	  
Follow-‐up/	  Next	  Steps	  

	  
	  
	  



Special	  Educa=on	  Community	  Mee=ngs	  

Date	   Time	   Loca,on	  

November	  28	   10am-‐12pm	   Louisiana	  Purchase	  Room	  
1201	  N	  3rd	  St	  Baton	  Rouge,	  LA	  70802	  

November	  29	   9am-‐11	  am	   W.D.	  Smith	  Career	  Center	  
200	  18th	  St.	  Lafaye>e,	  LA	  70501	  

November	  29	   2pm-‐4pm	   Central	  AT	  Center	  
LA	  Special	  Educa=on	  Center	  
5400	  Coliseum	  Blvd	  Alexandria,	  LA	  71303	  

November	  30	   9am-‐11am	   Northwest	  AT	  Center	  
Bossier	  Instruc=onal	  Center	  
2719	  Airline	  DR	  Bossier	  City,	  LA	  71111	  

December	  1	   12pm-‐	  2pm	   Paul	  Emenes	  Building	  
822	  S.	  Clearview	  Pkwy	  
Harahan,	  LA	  70123	  



Excep=onal	  Lives	  Louisiana	  	  
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Excep=onal	  Lives	  Louisiana	  will	  be	  forming	  a	  community	  advisory	  panel	  to	  get	  
rou=ne	  feedback	  on	  their	  work.	  If	  you	  are	  interested	  	  in	  par=cipa=ng	  please	  
email	  specialeduca=on@la.gov	  


