Special Education Leader Call
May 12, 2022

Agenda and Logistics
I.
II.
III.
IV.
V.
VI.

School System Planning
Graduation Pathways
Teaching and Learning
Data Systems / SER / eSER Updates
Measuring Results
Closeout

If you are experiencing audio difficulties,
please make sure that your speakers are on
and that your volume is at a suitable level.
The call will be in the listen only mode to
ensure we get through the information.
Please type questions into the chat box as
we go along.
Dial in by phone: 346-248-7799
Meeting ID#: 993 4332 2281
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School System Planning

Partnerships for Success
Request for Applications
The Partnerships for Success Guide is a vetted list of organizations who provide school
systems support in meeting the specialized support and related service needs of
students with disabilities. Annually, the department releases a request for applications
for local and national organizations to apply as potential partners in the guide. The
application is now open and closes on July 1, 2022.
Please contact specialeducation@la.gov with questions.
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Special Education Advisory Panel Application
The Special Education Advisory Panel (SEAP) application is now open. SEAP advises and
assists the Louisiana Department of Education with the provision of free and
appropriate public education for individuals with disabilities. It exists by authority of
the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) to provide guidance on special
education programs and services. Interested applicants can find the vacant roles and
more information in the vacancy announcement and application, and interested
applicants should apply during the month of May 2022.
Please contact specialeducation@la.gov with questions.

6

Guidance for Leading Inclusive Special Education
Programs
Topic

Guidance
Release

Webinar

Positive Behavior Intervention and Functional
Behavior Assessment

May 24

June 7 at 1 p.m.

Student-Centered Vision of Teaching and
Learning

June 21

June 28 at 1 p.m.

Identifying, Engaging, Managing Key
Stakeholders

July 19

July 26 at 1 p.m.

7

SPED Fellow Academy Cohort 3 Application
SPED Fellow Academy Cohort 3 application is now
open through May 13. To improve our special
education leadership pipeline, this year, applications
will be open to SPED Coordinators who plan to be
school system special education leaders in the next 3-5
years. Please note, a recommendation letter from the
SPED Coordinator’s current special education
supervisor will be required.
Contact specialeduation@la.gov with questions.
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Exceptional Lives Partnership
Exceptional Lives is a personalized disability information platform for families,
caregivers, and professionals.
Newly released web-based multimedia resources for families of children with
disabilities include:
• Podcast Series: Just Needs
• Parent Blog
• One Quick Question
If you have any questions please contact specialeducation@la.gov.
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High Cost Services Update
•

Allocations for Round 1 of the 21-22 High Cost Services (HCS) grant are now visible
in eGMS. School systems that have been approved through the application
process should now create budgets by creating an amendment in the HCS Round 1
application in eGMS. School systems must create this amendment to include all
students for whom an allocation was received.

•

The Department will review budget amendments for eligibility and allowability as
they are submitted. Please note that MFP/State funds included in this allocation
will expire and no longer be available as of June 30, 2022. All claims are due and
must be submitted in eGMS by July 15, 2022.

•
•

Please contact ldoe.grantshelpdesk@la.gov with questions.
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Graduation Pathways

April Dunn Act Office Hours
The last April Dunn Act office hour sessions are May 12 at 4:30 p.m. and Thursday, June
9 at 4:30 p.m. For the June office hour session, the Department will provide an
overview of new April Dunn Act resources:
1)
2)

A self-assessment tool for school systems to evaluate how well April Dunn is being
implemented.
A training module to assist parents with making decisions related to their child’s
high school experience.
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Teaching and Learning

Accelerate for Diverse Learners
Beginning in the 2022-2023 school year, all CIR/UIR-A schools will be required to
implement Accelerate. The Department will host a series of webinars to support school
systems in implementing Accelerate.
Accelerate for Diverse Learners will be covered during a webinar on June 23 at 2 p.m.
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Teacher Leader Advisor Applications
The Department is seeking exceptional educators from across Louisiana to play an
influential role in raising expectations for students and supporting the success of
teachers. The 2022–2023 Teacher Leader Advisors (TLAs) will use their robust
knowledge of teaching and learning to review and create the next wave of high-quality
instructional materials and training tools that will be used by thousands of teachers
across the state. Interested teachers from all content areas and grade bands should
review this informational flyer for more information and the application link.
Please contact ClassroomSupportToolbox@la.gov with questions.
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Foundational Reading Modules
Grades 4-8 Educators
Who:

Grades 4-8 educators, special educators, interventionists,
reading specialists, content leaders, EL educators

What:

LDOE will release 5 free, asynchronous science of reading
modules for grades 4-8 educators

When:

Monthly beginning at the end of May, and each module will
remain available throughout 2022-2023

Where:

Registration will open in May and will remain open
throughout the release; stay connected through newsletter
for updates
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Data Systems/SER/eSER

SER Upcoming Deadlines
Re-Eval and IEP/Service Plan management reports
• Run your Re-Eval and IEP/Service Plan management reports for 2021-22 for a list of
students with evaluations due for the rest of the year.
• Also run the reports for the upcoming school year to identify evaluations due in the
summer or the start of the school year.
• Reports are available under the Rosters folder on the Reports tab.
Purge report
• Run the report to identify students who will be purged due to their records being 5
years or older. These students will be marked inactive after the purge.
• The purge report is available under the General Reports folder.
Please contact Bernetta.Sims@la.gov with questions.
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SER Upcoming Deadlines
Developmental Delay Turning 9 report
• For any students classified as Developmental Delay and are turning 9 this year, you
can run the report for this school year and next school year.
• Students classified as Developmental Delay must be re-evaluated by their 9th
birthday.
• This report is available under the Rosters tab.
Part C Transition Compliance Report
• Run the Part C Transition report found under the Compliance folder.
• The IEP is developed and implemented by the third birthday.
• The Department will check compliance at the end of the school year.
Please contact Bernetta.Sims@la.gov with questions.
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SER Upcoming Deadlines
SER/SIS Exit Cross Check Report
Count date as of June 30th
Exits reported for students 14 and older
Compares only certain exits from SER
• HS diploma
• Moved out of State/Known to be Continuing
• Certificates of Achievement, LHSD
• Death
SER exit reasons must be comparable to the WITHDRAWL_REASON_CODE in EdLink360. For
assistance with SER exits and exit reasons, please refer to the 2021-2022 SER End of Year Exiting Students in SER slide deck.
•
•
•

Please contact Bernetta.Sims@la.gov with questions.
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eSER Update
Last week the Department hosted a series of overview and deep dive webinars for the
enhanced SER system, which will go live for next school year.
Additional webinars will be held the week of June 13. We continue to have beta-testers
in eSER providing valuable feedback.
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Measuring Results

SPP / APR Indicator 8 Parent Survey
Survey results for school systems that participated in the 2020-2021 parent survey are
now available. Please contact your LEA’s FTP Coordinator to retrieve the report.
The 2021-2022 parent survey is currently open. Families should be encouraged to
complete the survey. This feedback guides efforts to improve services and results for
children with disabilities and enhance family involvement. For a list of participating
school system, visit the Special Education Parent Involvement Survey webpage.
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LEA Determinations
Each year, the Department must issue a determination to each school system on the
provision of special education and related services under IDEA. These are called LEA
Determinations.
School systems’ performance on a series of outcome and compliance measures result
in an LEA Determination of (1) Meets Requirements, (2) Needs Assistance, (3) Needs
Intervention, or (4) Needs Substantial Intervention. This year, the Department updated
the LEA Determinations Tier 1 indicators to better align to student performance.
The Department will issue LEA Determinations this summer.
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Important Reminders/Call Summary

Call Summary
Month

Key Deadlines

Support and Resources

May

●

May 13 - SPED Fellow applications
due

●
●
●
●

Register for grades 4-8 foundational literacy modules
See you at Teacher Leader!
May 24 - Positive Behavior and FBA guidance doc release
Begin registration for grades 4-8 foundational literacy modules

June

●

June 11 - TLA applications due

●
●
●

June 7 - Positive Behavior and FBA webinar 1 p.m.
Week of June 13 - Additional eSER webinars
June 21 - Student Centered Vision for Teaching and Learning
guidance doc release
June 23 - Accelerate for Diverse Learners at 2 p.m.
June 28 - Student Centered Vision for Teaching and Learning
webinar 1 p.m.

●
●
July

●

July 1 - Partnerships for Success
RFA closes

●
●

July 19 - Identifying, Engaging, Managing Key Stakeholders
guidance doc release
July 26 - Identifying, Engaging, Managing Key Stakeholders
webinar 1 p.m.
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Diverse Learner Contacts
For questions about...

Contact...
English Learners

English Learner instructional support and
content

Margaret.Piccoli@la.gov

English Learner compliance and federal
funding and programming

Alice.Garcia@la.gov

Students with Disabilities
Special Education policy, data, reporting

specialeducation@la.gov

Special Education instructional support and
programming

diverselearnersupport@la.gov
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See You There!
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