
Summer 2019

Building Knowledge & Vocabulary 
Through Literacy
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Do Now
● Share about a 

student you know 
who has learned a 
lot about a 
particular topic.

● What is the impact 
of the knowledge 
for that student?
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Joy of 
Knowledge
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01. Opening
02. Experiential
03. Research

Objectives Agenda

01. Explain the relationship 
between knowledge, 
vocabulary, and reading 
comprehension

02. Analyze how the texts in a 
module build knowledge 
and vocabulary 
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Experiential: 
Seafood Sustainability

I



Culminating Task:

.
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Write a brief report in which you explain 
whether Pacific Cod is a sustainable food 
source and why. In your report, include at 
least one recommendation for one of the 
following groups:

○ Consumers
○ Fishermen
○ The Environmental Protection Agency 

(EPA)



Text #1 
Pacific Cod: Bycatch
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On a scale from 1-5, 
self-assess your 
understanding of the 
report



Text #2 
Bycatch
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• What causes bycatch?
• What are the impacts of 

bycatch?
• What are some solutions 

fishermen can take to 
reduce the amount of 
bycatch? 



Text #3 
Seafood Rating 
Methodology
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• While reading Seafood 
Rating Methodology, 
return to Text #1: Pacific 
Cod: Bycatch. 

• Is bycatch a problem in 
Pacific Cod fisheries?  
Why?



Text #4 
Monterey Bay 
Aquarium: Seafood 
Watch
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With a partner, take 3 minutes to:
• Locate Pacific Cod in each column. 
• Discuss: Why might this pamphlet report that 

it’s best to “avoid” Pacific Cod caught by other 
nations? 



Culminating Task:

.
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Write a brief report in which you explain 
whether Pacific Cod is a sustainable food 
source and why. In your report, include at 
least one recommendation for one of the 
following groups:

○ Consumers
○ Fishermen
○ The Environmental Protection Agency 

(EPA)
4 minutes: revise your response
2 minutes: review learnings with 
a partner



On a scale from 1-5, self-assess your 
understanding of the final report.
 

• How did the content and organization of the 
texts support your understanding?

• What would the impact have been if the 
texts focused on a skill (e.g. main idea) but 
were about different topics? Why? 

• What are the implications for teaching and 
leading?



01. Opening
02. Experiential
03. Research

Objectives Agenda

01. Explain the relationship 
between knowledge, 
vocabulary, and reading 
comprehension

02. Analyze how the texts in a 
module build knowledge 
and vocabulary 
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Baseball study
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Baseball study



Type Do Now Here
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● Research shows that students can acquire 
vocabulary up to four times faster when 
they read texts on the same topic. 
(Landauer and Dumais, 1997) 

● Students who read a set of conceptually 
coherent texts demonstrated more 
knowledge of the concepts in their texts and 
more knowledge of the target words in their 
texts than students who read a set of 
unrelated texts. (Cervetti, 2016)
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Conceptual Coherence

• 3 min: Each partner skims their text.
• 1 min: Partner A explains key points of their text to 

Partner B.
• 1 min: Partner B explains key points of their text to 

Partner A.



Why Building Knowledge 
Matters?

Misconception: “My 
students need to read 
texts at their level. I just 

need to focus on finding 
texts that match the 
exact level that each 
student can read. It’s 

less important what the 
texts are about.”
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● What key idea will you 
share to clarify the 
teacher’s 
misconception? 

● Explain at least one 
piece of research that 
supports your key idea.



Reflection
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● How does Building 
Knowledge and 
Vocabulary connect to 
Equity?

● What does this session 
make you want to do?



Thank you!
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