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Outcomes  

•  Learn about the DRDP (2015)  
•  Identify online resources to support 

implementing DRDP (2015) 
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Collaborative Team 

California Department of Education, Early 
Education and Support Division and 

Special Education Division 

UC Berkeley – BEAR Center 
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What is the DRDP? 
•  Individual child assessment 
•  Observation-based assessment tool 
•  Based in developmental research and theory 
•  Includes developmental sequences of 

behavior 
•  Based on ongoing activities and routines in 

the early care and education setting with 
familiar adults  
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Accommodating the Range of 
Abilities 

Accommodate the development of almost all children 
in the age range: 
Each measure was created to prevent ceiling or floor 
effects. 
–  Preventing a floor effect: The earliest level of 

development on the continuum begins a little earlier than 
what would be expected for most children assessed by 
the instrument. 

–  Preventing a ceiling effect: In the developmental 
continuum, the latest level is beyond the development of 
what would be expected of most children assessed by 
the instrument. 

5	
  

©2016	
  California	
  Department	
  of	
  Educa8on.	
  All	
  rights	
  reserved.	
  



Four	
  levels	
  
overlap	
  with	
  

DRDP	
  (2015)	
  full	
  
con8nuum	
  to	
  
avoid	
  floor	
  

effect	
  

Two	
  new	
  levels	
  
span	
  into	
  first	
  
grade	
  to	
  avoid	
  a	
  
ceiling	
  effect	
  

6	
  

©2016	
  California	
  Department	
  of	
  Educa8on.	
  All	
  rights	
  reserved.	
  



DRDP (2015) Domains  

•  Approaches to Learning—Self-Regulation* 
•  Social and Emotional Development* 
•  Language and Literacy Development*  

•  English Language Development 
•  Cognition, Including Math and Science* 
•  Physical Development—Health*  

•  History—Social Science 
•  Visual and Performing Arts 
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Developmental Levels 

The full-range of developmental levels on the 
DRDP (2015) includes the following: 
�  Responding (Earlier, Later): Generally, knowledge, skills, or 

behaviors observed during early infancy  

�  Exploring (Earlier, Middle, Later): Generally, knowledge, skills, or 
behaviors observed in later infancy, toddlerhood, and early 
preschool 

�  Building (Earlier, Middle, Later): Generally, knowledge, skills, or 
behaviors observed in preschool 

�  Integrating (Earlier): Generally, knowledge, skills, or behaviors 
observed in late preschool and early kindergarten 
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DRDP (2015) Continuum of 
Developmental Levels 

Con8nuum	
  from	
  earlier	
  to	
  later	
  
levels	
  of	
  development	
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Three Types of Measures 

•  Full Continuum Measures 7-9 levels that 
describe development from early infancy to early 
kindergarten 

•  Earlier Development Measures5-6 levels that 
describe development that typically occurs in the 
infant/toddler and early preschool years 

•  Later Development Measures 6 levels that 
describe development that typically occurs in the 
preschool years and early kindergarten. 
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 Adaptations 
•  Are changes in the environment or differences in 

observed behavior that enable children with 
IFSPs and IEPs to be most accurately assessed 
in their typical settings 

•  Used throughout the day to allow children more 
control in their environment 

•  May be appropriate for other children in the 
classroom 
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DRDP Adaptations 
1.	
  Augmenta8ve	
  or	
  alterna8ve	
  communica8on	
  system	
  

2.	
  Alterna8ve	
  mode	
  for	
  wriPen	
  language	
  	
  
	
  
3.	
  Visual	
  support	
  
	
  
	
  4.	
  Assis8ve	
  equipment	
  or	
  device	
  
	
  
	
  
5.	
  Func8onal	
  posi8oning	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
6.	
  Sensory	
  support	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
7.	
  Alterna8ve	
  response	
  mode	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  



The System of Adaptations 

•  A set of adaptations was developed to use 
with the DRDP access based on research 
and recommend practice. 

•  The same set of adaptations has been 
integrated into the DRDP (2015). 
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Why use adaptations? 
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To ensure that the 
DRDP instruments 

measure ability, 
rather than disability 



Working with Special Education   

•  With the DRDP (2015), assessments can be 
completed collaboratively. 

•  Observations may be shared. 
•  Conversations about ratings and results can 

lead to joint planning and ongoing 
communication. 

•  Special educators will continue to submit data to 
the Special Education Division.   
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•  Review your 
documentation 

•  Carefully read the 
definition and 
descriptors 

•  Consider the 
examples 

•  Determine the 
child’s level of 
mastery 

Completing the Assessment 
17 

©2016	
  California	
  Department	
  of	
  Educa8on.	
  All	
  rights	
  reserved.	
  



Resources  
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DRDP (2015) Tutorials  
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DRDP-K Modules 
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 Questions?? 
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