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CKLA K-3 Skills Strand Alignment Checklist 
Check the box to the left of the statements to indicate observations.  

Preparing and Planning 
¨ Devotes 60 minutes per day to continuous Skills Strand instruction 

¨ Uses the materials listed in the At-a-Glance Chart 

¨ Uses the results of CKLA Placement Assessment to group students initially and drive instruction 

¨ Uses the Sound Posters (K) or Vowel and Consonant Flip Books (1-3) to introduce new sounds 
and spellings 

¨ Displays and refers to Tricky Words during instruction 

¨ Provides whole-class and small-group instruction 

¨ Differentiates instruction when working with small groups 

¨ Ensures that students can see and access instructional materials easily 

¨ Displays evidence of student work, including writing activities and research projects 

Notes: 

 

 

Teaching the Lesson 
¨ Teaches skills lessons following the order outlined in the At-a-Glance Chart  

¨ Conducts warm-up exercises to review previous work 

¨ Introduces sounds and spellings separately 

¨ Uses marking-and-pointing tricks to help students make connections between letters and sounds 

¨ Guides students through the regular and irregular parts of tricky words 

¨ Models fluency and concepts of print using the Student Readers and Big Books; reads clearly, 
conversationally, energetically 

¨ Enables students to practice reading with the whole class, with a partner, and in small groups 

¨ Follows chaining procedures; students substitute one sound/symbol at a time  

Notes: 
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Reinforcing the Lessons 
¨ Asks comprehension questions and provides feedback to clarify student understanding  
¨ Uses the Student Workbooks to reinforce instruction 
¨ Encourages students to speak in complete sentences 
¨ Assigns Take-Home Materials for extra practice  
Notes: 
 
 

Assessing and Meeting Student Needs 
¨ Uses progress monitoring and end-of-unit assessments to inform instruction 

¨ Provides targeted instruction using the Assessment and Remediation Guide 

¨ Assigns Pausing Point activities to provide extra practice or enrichment 

Notes: 

 


