
Second Grade 

Skills Strand  Listening and Learning 
  

1 

Formal writing instruction designed to address the 
Common Core State Standards for writing starts in 
Unit 2. (In Unit 1, students focus on writing sentences 
as preparatory to the more challenging writing tasks of 
the later units.)  

1 

In this domain, students will explore the genre of narrative writing. They will learn 
about characteristics of fairy tales and tall tales, including the types of characters, 
settings, and plots often associated with these stories. Students will work 
independently to rewrite a fairy tale by changing one element of “The Fisherman 
and His Wife”, and write a description of a scene from “Beauty and the Beast.” 
Students will also work as a class to gather information about tall tales in a Tall 
Tales Characteristics Chart. Students will create a Venn diagram comparing and 
contrasting John Henry and Casey Jones.  
needs added 
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2 

In this unit, writing lessons begin by having students 
retell a fable and then ask students to write a book 
report on “The Hare and the Hedgehog.” Narrative 
writing activities are presented in carefully scaffolded 
steps. Students will review how to plan, draft, and edit, 
incorporating the key features of narrative writing: 
character(s), setting, and plot. Students should be 
able to produce a plausible spelling or spelling 
alternative for nearly every sound in any word they 
want to write. Plausible but not dictionary-correct 
spellings—like hunnee for honey and wate for wait—
should be given credit at this point, though they can 
also be corrected if written work is being prepared for 
“publication.” Additionally, students should be held 
accountable for spellings that have been taught.  

2 

In this domain students will explore the genre of informational writing. They will 
learn to identify important facts and information before, during, and after fictional 
read-alouds. They will practice collecting and synthesizing information by using 
note-taking tools such as charts and graphic organizers. Students will work 
independently to write one to three sentence responses to read- alouds and 
vocabulary activities, and will learn how to improve their writing by editing or 
revising with peer feedback. Finally, students will work in small groups over 
multiple days using the writing process to plan, draft, publish, and present an 
informational book about writing in ancient China.  
needs added 
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3 

In Unit 3, students will practice writing their own 
personal narrative. At this point, students have 
learned one way to write every sound in English 
except for the veryrare /zh/ as in treasure. (They 
should also know a number of spelling alternatives for 
consonant sounds.) They should therefore be able to 
write a plausible, if not dictionary-correct, spelling for 
any word in their oral vocabulary. As the year goes on 
they will learn more and more of the spelling 
alternatives they will need to achieve dictionary-
correct spelling. However, it will take some time for 
most students to begin to spell with a high level of 
accuracy, particularly when it comes to spelling vowel 
sounds.   

3 

In this domain students will practice collecting and synthesizing information by 
using note-taking tools such as charts and graphic organizers. Students will also 
work independently to write a short opinion on whether they would prefer to live in 
Athens or Sparta. Toward the end of the domain, students will begin to explore the 
genre of fictional writing. They will learn to establish a character and will 
incorporate facts about ancient Greece into a piece of fictional writing. During this 
project they will use the writing process to plan, draft, and edit a short piece of 
fictional writing.  
needs added 
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4 

The writing strand continues with students learning 
about persuasive communication, specifically how to 
incorporate persuasive writing as part of a friendly 
letter.  

4 

In this domain students will practice collecting and synthesizing information by 
using note-taking tools such as charts and graphic organizers. In the first half of 
the domain, students will write a brief summary of a Greek myth in preparation for 
writing their own Greek myth later in the domain. Students will also work 
independently to write a fictional narrative in the style of a Greek myth. They will 
build upon their learning from Domain 3 by including a character. They will gain 
new experience developing a plot with a beginning, middle, and end. During this 
project they will use the writing process to plan, draft, edit, publish, and share a 
short piece of fictional writing. 
needs added 
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5 

In Unit 5, students will continue to practice narrative 
writing. They will learn to brainstorm and write a 
logically plausible, but different, ending to a story. 
They will first be introduced to this type of writing 
activity using a story of your choice from Sir Gus; they 
will then rewrite an ending to the story “Fire!” from Sir 
Gus.  

5 

In this domain, students will be planning, drafting, and presenting a persuasive 
speech. They will present arguments either for or against going to war with Great 
Britain in 1812. Students will also be creating a Picture Gallery of important people 
and events connected with the War of 1812.   
needs added 
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6 

In Grade 2 CKLA, students have thus far practiced 
writing personal narratives, as well as writing new 
story endings and story summaries. They have also 
practiced persuasive writing in the context of a friendly 
letter. At the end of this unit, they will be introduced to 
expository or report writing. This form of writing is well 
suited to the nonfiction text they are reading. 
Report writing is focused on organizing information 
into paragraphs, each with a topic sentence and 
supporting details. The lessons have been written to 
build upon what students have learned about the War 
of 1812. If students have access to computers for 
writing assignments, you are strongly encouraged to 
teach them how to use the available spell-check 
feature.  

6 

In this domain students will practice collecting and synthesizing information by 
using note-taking tools such as charts and graphic organizers. As a class students 
will participate in a shared research project by recording observations of scientific 
phenomena. Throughout the domain, students will practice summarizing 
knowledge about cycles. Toward the end of the domain, students will also work 
independently to write an informational paragraph summarizing the life cycle of a 
frog. 
needs added 
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7 
In this domain, students will be writing informational text in the format of a 
Westward Expansion Quilt.  
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8 

In this domain students will practice collecting and synthesizing information by 
recording information in journals. Students will also work independently to write an 
informational narrative in the style of the read-alouds in this domain. They will 
build upon their learning from Domains 3 and 4 by including a character, and a 
plot with a beginning, middle, and end.  
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9 
In this domain, students will be writing entries into a Civil War journal, detailing 
various events and people associated with the Civil War.  
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10 In this domain, students will create several entries for a My Human Body Journal 
  

 Text Types: 
 
 
Production: 
 
 
Research: 

     

11 

In this domain, students will practice collecting and synthesizing information by 
using note-taking tools such as charts and graphic organizers. Students will also 
work independently throughout the domain to write short summaries of what they 
have learned about immigration. In the last lesson of the domain, they will put 
them together to form a bigger picture of the United States and immigration. 
Toward the end of the domain, students will begin to explore the genre of letter 
writing. They will plan and draft a letter as a fictional immigrant to a family member 
or friend in the country from which they emigrated. After learning about James 
Madison and the U.S. Constitution, students will, as a class, craft their own 
“Classroom Constitution”.  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12 
In this domain, students will write free verse poetry in which they express their 
opinions. They will then revise, edit, and publish one of the free verse poems.  
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