
First Grade 

 Skills Strand   Listening and Learning 
  

1 

Formal writing instruction designed to address the 
Common Core State Standards in writing starts in 
Unit 3.   

1 

In this domain, students will explore the genre of narrative writing. 
They will learn to identify important elements of stories before, 
during, and after informational read-alouds. They will practice 
planning for narrative writing by note-taking as a group with a Story 
Map, Personification Chart, and Somebody Wanted But So Then 
organizer. Students will work independently to draw and write or 
dictate one-sentence retellings of read-alouds in Lessons 3 and 6. 
Finally, as a class, students will review the writing process and draft 
a narrative retelling of “The Tale of Peter Rabbit”. 1. Write About It  

 Text Types: 
 
 
Production: 
 
 
 
 
Research: 

2 

Formal writing instruction designed to address the 
Common Core State Standards in writing starts in 
Unit 3.   

2 

In this domain, students will explore the genre of informational 
writing. They will learn to identify important facts and information 
before, during, and after informational read-alouds. They will 
practice collecting and synthesizing information by note-taking as a 
group with a KWL chart and a Somebody Wanted But So Then 
organizer. Students will work independently to draw and write or 
dictate one-sentence responses about read-alouds in Lessons 2–6. 
These will be combined to form a booklet. Finally, as a class, 
students will review the writing process and draft an informational 
paragraph about the five body systems . 

1. “My Body 
Systems” 
Booklets 
  
2.Germs  
 
3. Five Keys to 
Health  
 
4. Body 
Systems  

 Text Types: 
 
 
Production: 
 
 
 
 
Research: 

3 

 In this unit, formal instruction in the writing process 
begins by focusing on narrative writing. Early lessons 
call for students to practice retelling a previously read 
story, incorporating key story features by identifying 
the setting, describing the characters, and then 
recounting a sequential series of events from the 
plot. Students progress from writing a simple 
narrative retelling to writing a book report, in which 
they are encouraged to include their opinion about 
the story that they have read.All writing activities are 
presented in carefully scaffolded steps, modeled first 
by the teacher with the group, followed by additional 
student practice, with a gradual release of 
responsibility so that students learn how to plan, 
draft, and edit pieces of writing. Note: While students 
will have learned many letter-sound spellings by the 
end of this unit, there are still some spellings that 
remain to be taught in first and second grade. 
Students should be encouraged to use their existing 
code knowledge to spell and write the words they  

3 

In this domain, students will focus on the literary genre through the 
retelling of stories. Theywill identify story elements, including 
characters, setting, plot, and conflict. They will practice sequencing 
events for the beginning, middle, and end of stories. They will 
compare and contrast fairy tales and folktales as a group to identify 
similarities and differences in stories. 

1. Drawing the 
Read-Aloud  
 
2. Venn 
diagrams  

 Text Types: 
 
 
Production: 
 
 
 
Research: 



want to use. Plausible, but not dictionary correct 
spelling, should be accepted at this point, though 
they can be corrected if written work is being 
prepared for “publication.” 

4 

We continue our writing lessons by teaching 
descriptive writing. Students will practice thinking 
about the five senses to describe objects, and they 
will then describe and write informational text about 
an animal. You may wish to incorporate digital 
resources, such as video clips or informational 
websites, for students to use to gather more 
information about their animal.   

4 

In this domain, students will explore the genre of informational 
writing. They will learn to identify important facts and information 
during and after read-alouds. They will use a variety of graphic 
organizers to record information about and compare and contrast 
key components of civilizations; to compare and contrast important 
buildings across civilizations; to describe the life of an important 
pharaoh; and to record key information about three world religions. 
Students will also create timelines as a class to understand how 
ancient times and modern times differ and to identify when different 
pharaohs ruled ancient Egypt. In addition, students will create an 
informational paragraph as a group to describe key components of 
civilizations. 

1. Civilizations 
Chart  
 
2.Three World 
Religions Chart  

 Text Types: 
 
 
Production: 
 
 
 
Research: 

5 

In this unit, we continue formal instruction in the 
writing process by asking students to write a letter to 
Kate, expressing their personal opinion about their 
favorite parts of her book. Students will be 
encouraged to give reasons substantiating why a 
certain part is their favorite, citing examples from the 
text. All writing activities are presented in carefully 
scaffolded steps, modeled first by the teacher with 
the group, followed by additional student practice, 
with a gradual release of responsibility so students 
learn how to plan, draft, and edit pieces of writing.  

5 

In this domain, students will explore the genre of informational 
writing. They will learn to identify important facts and information 
before, during, and after informational read-alouds. They will 
practice collecting and synthesizing information by note-taking as a 
group with Civilization Charts and other graphic organizers. 
Students will work independently to write one-phrase or one-
sentence responses to read-alouds and activities throughout the 
domain. In Lesson 2, you will model informational paragraph writing. 
Then in small groups, students will synthesize their response 
statements into a paragraph. 

1. Civilization 
Chart responses  
 
2.Write About It 
informational 
paragraphs 

 Text Types: 
 
 
Production: 
 
 
 
 
Research: 

6 

In this unit you will introduce students to personal 
narratives. Students first explore the writing genre 
through excerpts of personal narratives. You will then 
work together with the class to plan and drafta class 
personal narrative of a shared class experience, 
such as a recent class field trip or school assembly.A 
three-stage writing process is used in these lessons. 
First students plan, then they draft, and then they 
edit. You will be asked to draw attention to these 
steps as students work on these and subsequent 
kinds of writing. You are encouraged to have 
students publish their work using digital resources, 
as those resources are available.  

6 

In this domain, students will explore the genres of informational and 
opinion writing. They will learn to identify important facts and 
information before, during, and after informational read-alouds. 
They will practice collecting and synthesizing information by note-
taking as a group with a Planets Chart and other graphic 
organizers. Students will independently journal one- to three-
sentence responses to read-alouds and activities throughout the 
domain. In Lesson 5, you will model opinion paragraph writing. 
Then in their subsequent journal entries, students will write opinion 
statements in which they state an opinion and supply reasons for it.  

1. Astronomy 
Journals 

 Text Types 
 
 
:Production: 
 
 
Research: 



7 

In this unit, you will introduce students to instructional 
writing. As in other units of Grade 1, students are 
taught a three-stage writing process. First students 
plan, then they draft, and then they edit. You will be 
asked to draw attention to these steps again as 
students work on these kinds of writing.  

7 

In this domain, students will explore writing friendly letters. Students 
were introduced to the format and parts of a friendly letter in Early 
American Civilizations. Students will work as a class to write a letter 
to the geologist from the read-alouds describing what they learned 
about the earth’s crust. In later lessons, students will work with a 
partner to write a letter to the paleontologist from the read- alouds 
describing what they learned about fossils. Students will also work 
with a partner to write a letter to someone of their choice describing 
what they learned about dinosaurs. They will identify important facts 
and information during and after read-alouds to use in writing the 
letters. In addition to letter writing, students will draw and write 
about a read-aloud and create an idea web graphic organizer to 
record information about minerals. 

1. Drawing the 
Read-Aloud  
 
2. Idea Web 
 
3.Friendly 
Letters  

 Text Types: 
 
 
Production: 
 
 
 
 
Research: 

  

 

8 
In this domain, students will explore informational writing. Students 
will keep a habitat journal throughout the domain. They will add a 
journal entry for every habitat they learn about, which includes 
writing sentences and drawing pictures. In addition, students will 
create an idea web graphic organizer about endangered species. 

1. Habitat 
Journal 2. 
Endangered 
Species Idea 
Web 

 Text Types: 
 
 
Production: 
 
 
Research: 

 

9 
In this domain, students will explore the genre of narrative writing. 
They will learn to identify important elements of fairy tales before, 
during, and after read-alouds. They will practice planning for 
narrative writing by note-taking as a group with Elements of Fairy 
Tales charts, a Venn diagram, and other organizers. After you 
model narrative writing, students will independently plan, write, and 
edit a narrative retelling of their favorite fairy tale. 

1. Elements of 
Fairy Tales 
charts 
 
2. Venn diagram  
 
3. Narrative 
retelling of their 
favorite fairy tale 

 Text Types: 
 
 
Production: 
 
 
 
Research: 



 

10 

In this domain, students will explore the genre of informational 
writing. They will learn to identify important facts and information 
before, during, and after informational read-alouds. They will 
practice collecting and synthesizing information by note-taking as a 
group with graphic organizers and by retelling the read-alouds from 
the first eight lessons in an ongoing Story Chart. Students will also 
work as a class, in small groups, and independently to write 
captions for an ongoing Picture Gallery, analyzing and describing 
images depicting important events in this time period. In Lesson 11, 
you will review informational paragraph writing. Students will then 
plan and write their own informational paragraphs about the 
founding of the United States.  

1. Thirteen 
Colonies map 
 
2.Captions for 
the Picture 
Gallery  
 
3.Informational 
paragraphs  

 Text Types: 
 
 
Production: 
 
 
 
 
Research: 

 

11 

In this domain, students will explore informational writing. Students 
will use a graphic organizer to analyze the actions of the trailblazer 
Daniel Boone. Students will also write sentences about such topics 
as: the Appalachian Mountains as a natural barrier to moving west; 
the Louisiana Purchase; and the route they take to school. Students 
will also work together to write a short informational paragraph 
summarizing Lewis and Clark’s expedition using information from a 
graphic organizer they completed in various lessons. 

1. Chart  
 
2.Map with 
Route  
 
3. Three Tasks 
Chart  
 
4. Summary of 
Expedition 

 Text Types: 
 
 
Production: 
 
 
 
 
Research: 

	


