Kindergarten

Listening and Learning Strand

Skills Strand
Unit Introduction Domain Introduction: Writing Portfolio
In many ways, Units 1 and 2 are the most Text Types:
important of the Kindergarten Skills Strand In this domain, students will focus on the literary genre
units. Units 1 and 2 lay the groundwork for through the retelling of nursery rhymes and fables. Production:
teaching students to read and write. Unit 1 They will identify literary elements, including character,
has three main purposes: increase students’ main events, and moral lessons. They will practice 1. Sequencing
awareness of environmental noises and sequencing events for the beginning, middle, and end Events
words within sentences, teach students to of fables. They will compare and contrast characters to Research:
draw a number of writing strokes and to teach identify similarities and differences between characters | 2. Drawing
students the meanings of various position from different nursery rhymes and fables. Characters and
1 words Main Events
Unit 2 continues to reinforce the difference Text Types:
between left and right, and also focuses on In this domain, students will focus on using drawing to P o
tracking on paper. In this unit, students still describe key concepts in informational texts about The roduction:
work with crayons and continue to practice Five Senses. Students will create drawings that identify | 1 prawing the
forming the tripod grip. Students work with the sense with the corresponding body part. They will | genges
cups, humps, zigzags, wavy lines, spirals, also use a T-Chart to categorize odors and W|II_ sort R he
loops, canes, and hooks in this unit by foods based on the sense of taste. Students will 2.Categorizing esearch:
completing a number of activity pages. complete two timelines showing important scenes from | activities
In Unit 2, students will also learn to recognize the lives of Ray Charles and Helen Keller.
2 | and trace their names. 3.Timelines
In Unit 3, students begin to from letters. Once Text Types:
they are familiar with the sound, the most In this domain, students will focus on the literary genre
common spelling for that sound will be through the retelling of stories. They will identify story Production:
introduced. After the first few lessons, elements, including characters, setting, and plot. They | 1. Sequencing
students will also be asked to read words will practice sequencing events for the beginning, Events
made up of spellings they have learned. A middle, and end of stories. They will compare and
little later they will practice spelling words with contrast characters to identify similarities and 2.Drawing Research:
letter cards. We refer to this type of lesson as differences between characters from different stories. Characters and
3 | a Basic Code Lesson. Main Events
In this domain, students will focus on oral Text Types:
communication, with the teacher acting as scribe. With .
teacher assistance and the use of graphic organizers, Production:
students will compare and contrast different types of
As in Unit 3, each new sound is introduced by plants, seeds, and how different plant parts are used Research:

playing oral language games. Activity pages
allow students to practice writing the
4 | spellings.

by people. They will also draw pictures to
communicate understanding of plant parts and the life
cycle of plants.

1. Drawing the Life
Cycle 2.Drawing the
Read-Aloud




As in Units 3 and 4, each new sound is

In this domain, students will focus on using details to
describe key concepts in informational texts about

Text Types:

introduced with oral language exercises and farms. They will use drawing to identify important Production:
students are shown how to make a picture of characteristics of farm animals, illustrate the farming
the sound.At this point in the program, if jobs associated with different seasons, and sequence
students have not already made the transition events in the process of getting food from farm to 1. Sequencing
from writing with crayons to pencils, you market. This domain includes one folktale in Lesson 7. | Events
should do so now. Consistent daily practice Students will use drawing to retell the main events of Research:
will help students learn to decode and encode the story and to review the farming jobs associated 2. Drawing Farm
(i.e., to read and write). with each season. Animals and Jobs
One goal for this unit is to encourage Text Types:
students to automatize the letter-sound
correspondences and blending procedures
they learned in Units 3-5. Additionally, In this In this domain, students will focus on using details to Production:
unit, our primary focus is on literal questions describe key concepts in informational texts about
about the character(s), setting, and events Native Americans. Students will use a graphic
which can be answered by citing a specific organizer to compare and contrast the food, clothing,
text reference or illustration. In some shelter, and environment of the Lakota Sioux, 1. Graphic Research:
instances, particularly with questions about Wampanoag, and Lenape. They will also use drawing Organizer
the setting, you will note that we have to identify important characteristics of different tribes,
classified a question as “Inferential.” In these illustrate items used in Native American life, and 2. Drawing Native
cases, students must infer what the setting is describe the events in a story by decorating an image American Items and
by referring to multiple story illustrations. of a totem pole. Traditions
It is still a bit early to give free or nondirected Text Types:
writing assignments. Students should have In this domain, students will focus on oral
learned how to write most of the consonant communication with the teacher acting as scribe.
sounds in the language, but they only know Students will also focus on written communication 1. Drawing the Production:
how to write 5 of the 18 vowel sounds. through drawing detailed pictures and sequencing Read-Aloud
Students who wish to write on their own may images from a story. With teacher assistance and the
do so, but you should not routinely assign use of graphic organizers, students will compare and 2. Sequencing
free writing tasks. Students will derive greater contrast their own families with royal families. Students | Events Research:
benefit at this point in their literacy will identify story elements, including characters,
development by participating in the shared setting, and plot through drawing. They will also 3. Drawing
writing activities suggested in Knowledge, in practice sequencing events for the beginning, middle, Character, Setting,
which the teacher serves as a scribe. and end of stories. and/or Plot
In this domain, students will focus on using details to Text Types:
describe key concepts in informational texts about
Seasons and Weather. Students will create a Weather
Diary to observe, record, and predict the weather. Production:
They will also use drawing to identify important 1. Weather Diary
This Unit continues to introduce new sound characteristics of the seasons, and they will complete a
spellings but more signifigantly, this unit sequencing activity to illustrate the cycle of seasons. 2. Drawing and
contains a mid-year assessment to monitor a Students will also present a weather report at the end Sequencing the Research:

student's progress towards 1st grade.

of the domain.

Seasons




This unit does not introduce any new letter-
sound correspondences. However, it does

In this domain, students will focus on written
communication through drawing detailed pictures and

Text Types:

introduce the uppercase letters having a writing short phrases or sentences. Students will Production:
different shape than the lowercase letters as 9 | create travel journals documenting the voyages
well as 15 additional tricky words. It also of Columbus and the voyages of the Pilgrims. They will | 1. Drawing the
introduces Story Questions Activity Pages, also demonstrate an understanding of the information Read-Aloud
which contain questions on the stories in the they learned from the read-aloud text by drawing Research:
9 | Reader. pictures and discussing them with the class. 2.My Travel Journal
Text Types:
In this Unit you will introduce five additional
vowel sounds and the most common spelling In this domain, students will focus on written
for each sound. Students will also continue to communication through drawing detailed pictures and Production:
complete story questions activity pages on writing short phrases or sentences. Students will 1. Drawing the
the stories they have read. Some students 10 | complete two sequencing activities and a Know- Read-Aloud
may answer the questions using single words Wonder-Learn (KWL) Chart to help them organize and Research:
or phrases. You should encourage them to retell information. Students will also demonstrate an 2. KWL Chart
answer in complete sentences. This will allow understanding of the information they learned from the
them to practice writing sentences, print read-aloud text by drawing pictures and discussing 3.Sequencing
10 | capital letters, and use punctuation marks. them with the class. Activities
In this domain, students will focus on written Text Types:
communication through drawing detailed pictures and 1. Know-Wonder-
writing short phrases or sentences. With assistance Learn Chart Production:
11 | from the teacher as scribe, students will complete a
Know-Wonder-Learn Chart about taking care of the 2. Drawing the
earth. Students will also participate in a class book, Read-Aloud
which includes ideas for solutions to problems Research:
regarding taking care of the earth. 3.Class Book
In this domain, students will focus on written Text Types:
communication through drawing detailed pictures,
exchanging feedback with peers, and writing short
phrases or sentences. With assistance from the 1. Venn Diagram Production:
teacher as scribe, students will complete a Venn
Diagram and several timelines about events in 2. Sequencing
12 | American history as well as events in the lives of Activities
individual presidents. Students will also demonstrate
an understanding of the information they learned from | 3.Drawing the Read- Research:

the read-aloud text by drawing pictures and discussing
them with the class. Students will complete several
sequencing activities, do a Mount Rushmore puzzle,
and “publish” a Ieg_;end.

Aloud

4 Mount Rushmore
Puzzle




