
Welcome!

Please sit at tables according to the grade level you 
teach.

● Upper Elementary
● Middle School
● High School
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Better Together, Part 2: 
Understanding	Texts	through	Collaborative	

Analysis	and	Discussion

Mia Hood
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Agenda

Opening: Why & how should we talk about texts?

Direct instruction: Questions that drive discussion

Discussion: Whole group

Discussion: Grade-level group

Closing

https://www.flickr.com/photos/ginnerobot/4552277923



Why should we talk about texts?

https://www.flickr.com/photos/ginnerobot/4552277923

● Expand our understanding beyond our initial reading

● Learn from our peers’ perspectives

● Share and sharpen our own perspective

● Develop ideas and questions that begin from but also 
transcend the text



Developing Questions for Meaningful Discussion





What	is	the	meaning	of	life?



What	is	the	best	way	to	to	petition	
the	local	government?

What	is	the	meaning	of	life?



curiosity



questions	that	evoke	curiosity
Steve	Biko	wrote,	“The	greatest	weapon	in	the	hand	of	
the	oppressor	is	the	mind	of	the	oppressed.”	What	
historical,	literary,	and	personal	examples	shape	your	
response	to	this	idea?



questions	that	evoke	curiosity

How	do,	and	how	should,	writers	and	artists	represent	
individuals	who	are	members	of	marginalized	groups?	
Does	the	writer/artist’s	identity	matter?



questions	that	evoke	curiosity

Can	regret	ever	be	a	good	thing?	If	so,	how	so?	If	not,	
why	not?	What	social	and	cultural	factors	shape	an	
individual’s	understandings	of	regret?	



questions	that	evoke	curiosity
Steve	Biko	wrote,	“The	greatest	weapon	in	the	hand	of	
the	oppressor	is	the	mind	of	the	oppressed.”	What	
historical,	literary,	and	personal	examples	shape	your	
response	to	this	idea?

How	do	you	respond	to	this	idea,	and	why?	This	
kind	of	question	connects	us	to	significant,	
complex	ideas—often	ideas	compellingly	
articulated	by	others.



questions	that	evoke	curiosity

How	do,	and	how	should,	writers	and	artists	represent	
individuals	who	are	members	of	marginalized	groups?	
Does	the	writer/artist’s	identity	matter?

How	do	and	how	should…?	What	keeps	us	
from…?	What	makes…hard?	This	kind	of	
question	can	help	us	tap	into	moral	dilemmas	
and	issues	of	social	justice	and	character.



questions	that	evoke	curiosity

Can	regret	ever	be	a	good	thing?	If	so,	how	so?	If	not,	
why	not?	What	social	and	cultural	factors	shape	an	
individual’s	understandings	of	regret?	

Could…be	good?	Could…be	bad?	This	kind	of	
question	helps	students	upend	commonsense	
ideas	about	what	is	good,	bad,	right,	or	wrong.	
It	recasts	things	that	are	typically	good	as	
potentially	bad	and	vice	versa.



questions	that	evoke	curiosity

- Questions about ideas of great significance

- Questions about moral dilemmas

- Questions that upend commonsense ideas



questions	that	evoke	curiosity

1. Tap into the essential meanings you 
uncovered in your text analysis

2. Consider the categories and question frames 
that might lead you to a juicy question

3. Test your question on yourself



Discussion: Whole Group

Take a moment to jot possible discussion questions.

- Powerful questions evoke uncertainty and 
agency. In other words, curiosity!

- Powerful questions can be about ideas of great 
significance or about moral dilemmas, or they 
upend commonsense ideas

- Test your question on yourself



Discussion: Small Group

Take a moment to craft one discussion question about 
your small-group text and record it on your sticky note. 

- Powerful questions evoke uncertainty and 
agency. In other words, curiosity!

- Powerful questions can be about ideas of great 
significance or about moral dilemmas, or they 
upend commonsense ideas

- Test your question on yourself



Discussion: Small Group

- Everyone: Put your sticky note in the center of 
your table

- Discussion Leader: Review the sticky notes, 
and choose a question to discuss first

- Everyone: Discuss and repeat with the other 
questions

- Everyone: Reflect on the kind of discussion 
each question evoked



Stay in touch!

Mia Hood hoome14@gmail.com


