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Today’s Goals:
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• Today we will answer two questions:

– How do student look-fors support mastery of the LSS?

– How do I respond to weak student responses in order to 
ensure success on the unit assessments?

• Success of this session will be measured by the participants’ 

ability to use student look-fors to assess students’ progress 

toward mastery throughout the unit. 



Accepting Any Answer: An Epidemic 
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Why do we 
take the 

first 
answer?

It saves time 
and sanity. 

Why do we shy 
away from 
addressing poor 
answers?

It’s awkward 
and 

embarrassing.

What does this do for students?
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• Begin with End In Mind: Unit Assessments

• Lesson Deep Dive: Student Look Fors

• Confronting Poor Responses

• Reflections

Agenda



Grade 10: Rhetoric
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By the end of this unit, you will understand how authors use 

language to advance an argument and achieve a purpose. You 

will also use language to advance your own claims and analysis.   

You will show you have met the unit goals by:

● Writing an analysis of how an author uses language to achieve a 

purpose in chosen text.

● Delivering a speech that uses language to advance your claims on 

a selected topic.

● Analyzing the language of a new text through multiple choice and 

written response.  

Unit 
Goal

Unit Assessments



Culminating Writing Task
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In “What Is Rhetoric?,” the author says, “How one says something 

conveys meaning as much as what one says.”

Consider the texts in this unit and determine which text most 

effectively employs the resources of language to achieve a desired 

effect on the intended audience. 

Write an essay that analyzes how the author uses rhetoric to 

advance a point of view or achieve a purpose. Discuss as part of the 

analysis how the author unfolds the series of ideas or events and 

the effect of specific word choices on meaning and tone. 

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support the analysis.



Agenda
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• Begin with End In Mind: Unit Assessments

• Lesson Deep Dive: Student Look Fors

• Confronting Poor Responses

• Reflections



Lesson Deep Dive
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RI. 9-10. 3: Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events, including the 
order in which the points are made, how they are introduced and developed, and the connections 
that are drawn between them. 

 

Section II: 7-13
“Address to the Congress on Women’s Suffrage”

by Carrie Chapman Catt

RI.9-10.2: Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, 
including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary 
of the text. 

 

 

RI. 9-10. 4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word 
choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a court opinion differs from that of a 
newspaper). 

 



Lesson Deep Dive
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Lesson 7: Analyzing the Organizational Structure of a Text

Today we will:

● Use context to determine the 

meaning of words in a text.

● Analyze how an author 

develops a series of ideas in a 

text. 



What Are Student Look Fors?
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Lesson 7: 

Analyzing the Organizational Structure of a Text 
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Mark words or phrases that 

signal how the author is 

organizing her ideas in 

[brackets].

RI. 9-10. 3: Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events, including the order in which the 
points are made, how they are introduced and developed, and the connections that are drawn between them. 

 

How do these 
transitions help 
us navigate the 

text?



Lesson 7: 

Analyzing the Organizational Structure of a Text 
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Mark words or phrases that 

signal how the author is 

organizing her ideas in 

[brackets].

RI. 9-10. 3: Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events, including the order in which the 
points are made, how they are introduced and developed, and the connections that are drawn between them. 

 

How do these 
transitions help 
us navigate the 

text?



Lesson 7: 

Analyzing the Organizational Structure of a Text 
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How does the author’s use of organizational words or phrases 

contribute to your understanding of the text?

“It makes the 
text easier to 

read and 
understand. 

“It helps me 
predict what 

may come 
next.”

“It gives me a 
road map to 

read the text.”

RI. 9-10. 3: Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events, including the order in which the 
points are made, how they are introduced and developed, and the connections that are drawn between them. 

 



Lesson Deep Dive
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Today we will:

● Analyze how an author 

develops claims in a text. 

Read through 
the text and 

underline the 
claims.

Lesson 8: Analyzing How an Author’s Claims are Developed in a Text 



Lesson 8: 
Analyzing How an Author’s Claims are Developed In a 

Text
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RI.9-10.2: Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, 
including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary 
of the text. 

 

 

“_______ (author’s name) _______ 

(strong signal verb) that 

______________________________

__________ (paraphrase the 

claim).”

• Let’s summarize a claim 

together.

• Summarize three 

additional claims in your 

reading response journal.



Agenda
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• Begin with End In Mind: Unit Assessments

• Lesson Deep Dive: Student Look Fors

• Confronting Poor Responses

• Reflections



Confronting Poor Responses
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Do: 

● Seek out resources that support the SKILL gap. 

● Try new strategies to conquer the skill. 

○ Talk Moves

○ Turn and Talk

● Ask additional questions

● Reteach with new approach/ talking point.

○ Follow up the next day.

● Stick with it; don’t quit.

https://learnzillion.com/resources/117079
https://learnzillion.com/resources/117079


Confronting Poor Responses
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Don’t:

● Supplant lesson materials for “easier” worksheets.

● Trip over success to save seconds. 

● Skip lessons all together. 



Confronting Poor Responses

20

Yes, pushing for the right answer may cause some 

embarrassment. 

It may be awkward. 

It may take more time. 

But - what does THAT do for kids?



Agenda
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• Begin with End In Mind: Unit Assessments

• Lesson Deep Dive: Student Look Fors

• Confronting Poor Responses

• Reflections



Reflections
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• Reflect on the following questions, then share your 
reflections with a partner.
– Why is it important to track student progress against SLFs 

in every lesson?

– What happens if we simply “skip” a lesson or just “move 
on?”

– What do we do if students just don’t “get it?”


