
Social Studies Goal 

To be productive members of society, students must be critical consumers of information they 
read, hear, and observe and communicate effectively about their ideas. They need to gain 
knowledge from a wide array of sources and examine and evaluate that information to develop 
and express an informed opinion, using information gained from the sources and their 
background knowledge. Students must also make connections between what they learn about 
the past and the present to understand how and why events happen and people act in certain 
ways. 

 Thus, students must:  
• Build an understanding of social studies content in the grade-level expectations (GLEs)  

 ○ Examine authentic sources to build knowledge of social studies content  

 ○ Explore meaningful questions about sources and content to build understanding  
• Develop and express claims that demonstrate their understanding of content  

 ○ Make connections among ideas, people, and events across time and place   

○ Express understanding of content using evidence from authentic sources and outside 
knowledge 
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