
 

 
This Nation was founded by men of many 
nations and backgrounds. It was founded 
on the principle that all men are created 
equal, and that the rights of every man 
are diminished when the rights of one 
man are threatened.  

~John F. Kennedy 

 
The Americans who crossed this bridge, 
they were not physically imposing.  But 
they gave courage to millions.  They held 
no elected office.  But they led a 
nation.  They marched as Americans 
who had endured hundreds of years of 
brutal violence, countless daily 
indignities –- but they didn’t seek special 
treatment, just the equal treatment 
promised to them almost a century 
before. 
 

~President Barak Obama 



 
My fellow citizens, we have come now to 
a time of testing. We must not fail. Let us 
close the springs of racial poison. Let us 
pray for wise and understanding hearts. 
Let us lay aside irrelevant differences 
and make our Nation whole. Let us 
hasten that day when our unmeasured 
strength and our unbounded spirit will 
be free to do the great works ordained 
for this Nation by the just and wise God 
who is the Father of us all. 
 

~President Lyndon Johnson 

 

We are confronted primarily with a 
moral issue. It is as old as the Scriptures 
and is as clear as the American 
Constitution. The heart of the question is 
whether all Americans are to be afforded 
equal rights and equal opportunities, 
whether we are going to treat our fellow 
Americans as we want to be treated. 

~John F. Kennedy 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 
 
Now is the time to lift our nation from 
the quicksands of racial injustice to the 
solid rock of brotherhood. Now is the 
time to make justice a reality for all of 
God's children. 

~Dr. Martin Luther King 

 
 
But we refuse to believe that the bank of 
justice is bankrupt. We refuse to believe 
that there are insufficient funds in the 
great vaults of opportunity of this nation. 
And so, we've come to cash this check, a 
check that will give us upon demand the 
riches of freedom and the security of 
justice. 

~Dr. Martin Luther King 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 



 
 

 


