How to Create a Well-Constructed Social Studies Assessment

Note: This guide for writing social studies assessments is based on the guide given to teachers creating EAGLE test
guestions. It gives great tips for assessment structure, content, formatting, and terminology that can be applied in the
classroom setting.

Part 1: Selecting Sources
® Sources may include items such as:

o Maps o Graphs

o Quotes o Newspapers
o Journals o Pictures

o Logs o Engravings
o Charts

Remember: Make sure the source earns its place in the item set.
e Aim to include a balance of sources in an item set (Ex: 4 source set could mean 2 images and 2 text sources)
Limit the use of secondary sources
o Recreated historical map
o Textbook-like sources: Use when necessary to give students detailed, background information.
e Text Based Sources
O May need to have footnotes.
o Include Lexile level for age appropriateness. Use text analyzer at www.lexile.com. 1000-word limit for text
analysis.
O Generally, stay with CCSS stretch bands.
B Grade 3 (420 - 820 Lexile level)
B Grades 4-5 (740 — 1010 Lexile level)
B Grades 6-8 (925 - 1185 Lexile level)
B Grades 9-12 (1050 — 1335 Lexile level)
o Use footnotes and targeted editing to bring Lexile level down to appropriate level.
o0 Remember: Sources are there for information in answering questions, not as text to be read for
comprehension purposes.
e Order sources in order of use in the item set. Source 1 used first, Source 2 second, etc.
o Trytoinclude a timeline or map before text sources to help contextualize.
o If sources are all dates, place in chronological order.
® Anintroductory statement (left aligned) can follow source title if needed and enhances the item. Use this to help
students contextualize the source. If the source is text, the introduction should be in italics.
Avoid clipart; use actual photographs.
® Images must have credit line, below image
o Ex: Source: Library of Congress

Part 2: Item Types
e Multiple Choice (MC): Majority of questions on test. Should have increased rigor compared to previous tests.
Remember the tip: If Siri can answer the question, then it is not good enough for your test.
o 4 distractors, with 1 correct answer only.
o Distractors should be written to possible misconceptions or misunderstanding, not as “throw aways”.
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It's a good idea to make these questions your test’s base for determining point values. For example, you
make a 100-point test, 20 MC questions makes 60 points, or 60% of the total grade, leaving the other 40
points for other modes of questions.

o Multiple Select (MS): Tell how many correct answers using the language “Select the two correct answers” In the

question.

O Follow these rules when matching distractors to correct answers:

o 2 Correct/5 distractors

o 2-3 Correct/6 distractors

o 2-3 Correct/7 distractors (Applies more to upper grades than lower grades)

(@)

Good idea to keep the point value same as traditional multiple-choice questions.

e Technology Enhanced Item (TEI): Culminating piece of an item set that requires more than one source to answer.

o

Can be any one of the following types:

Drag and Drop (Students choose correct items and write in prepared organizer.)

Order Sort (Students place items in correct chronological order.)

Hot Spot (Student locate places or items on an image.)

Venn Diagram drag and drop (Students place phrases in correct parts of the organizer.)

Drop-Down menu (Students choose correct items from a prepared list.)

Good idea to make the value of these questions double that of a multiple-choice question.

Scoring TEl depends on the rigor of the question. For an easy question, it's completely reasonable to give 0
points for only a single correct response out of, say four desired correct responses.

o Constructed Response (CR): Short written response that culminates an item set that requires more than one

source to answer.

(@]

No more than 225-word (1000 characters) response. Focus of student response should be on quality and not

word count.

If this item can be turned into a list or readily identified items, it is not worthy of being a constructed

response question.

Prompts are written as statements, rather than questions.

B Ex: Based on the sources and your knowledge of social studies, explain two ways that the United States
would benefit from gaining control of the Louisiana Territory.

Good idea to make these worth double that of a multiple-choice question.

Use a 2-point rubric to grade like in state released test items.

B Both points correct: 100% 1 point correct: 50% No points correct: 0%

e Extended Response (ER): Longer written response that requires students to use multiple sources to address

relevant content and claims.

(¢]

No more than 1100 words (5000 character) response. Focus of student response should be on quality and not

word count.

Address content/claims, rather than have students repeating facts in essay form; have the students form

their own opinions based on the source given to them and let them back up what they state with evidence.

Try not to use questions from the test as a hint to help answer the prompt.

Good idea to make these essays worth about 8 times that of a multiple-choice question on an assessment.

Bl For 100-point test with 3-point multiple-choice questions, extended response is worth 24 points.

Use the LEAP rubric from the state to grade responses. 4-point rubric for Grade 3, Content/Claims rubric for

4-12.

B Grade the responses VERY STRICTLY. Easy grading of responses will mean poor scores on LEAP; make the
students earn their grade for BOTH content and claims.
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Part 3: General Iltem Writing Guidelines
o Write questions as clearly as possible—no ambiguity.
e Align items to one GLE; Extended response items can be aligned to two GLEs.
e (Questions must be related to the sources in the set, but can assess prior knowledge.
e Avoid using negatively phrased questions and answer choices.
o Ex: Which of the following is NOT a cultural practice of the Native Americans of the Pacific Northwest?
o Bold the following words in the stem: MOST LIKELY, BEST, MOST, EACH.
O Bold the number word that designates the number of correct answers
B Select the TWO correct answers.
® Answer choices should mirror each other.
o Do not have one answer choice much longer or shorter than the others.
o Consistent with use of proper nouns in answer choices
o Answer choices do not have to be in alphabetical or length order, but do follow order if taken from within
source.
e Try to scaffold and order the items to build DOK levels: easiest items first, hardest items last.
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